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Preface

The Victorian Population Health Survey is an important component of the population health surveillance capacity of Victoria’s
Department of Health & Human Services. The department initiated the surveillance program in 1998 and the first survey of adult
Victorians was conducted in 2001.

In 2011-12, for the second time only, the sample size was expanded to approximately 32,000 participants to allow for the
reporting of analysed data at the state, regional and local government area levels. The Victorian Population Health Survey
includes a series of questions on social capital and the findings from the survey are reported separately in this report.

Stronger social networks have consistently been shown to be associated with a lower incidence and mortality due to
cardiovascular disease and there is also strong evidence of the protective effect of social networks on cognitive decline.
The survey results presented in this report cover the dimensions of social capital including the social environment, diversity,
social and support networks, social and civic trust and community and civic engagement.

The Victorian Population Health Survey 2011-12 report is the companion document to this report. This report contains
information on health and lifestyle including physical activity levels, smoking prevalence, alcohol consumption, intake of fruit
and vegetables and sugar-sweetened drinks, selected health and screening checks, body weight, asthma and diabetes
prevalence and psychological distress. The report may be accessed at: www.health.vic.gov.au/healthstatus/survey/vphs.htm
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Introduction

About the survey

The Victorian Population Health Survey is an important
component of the Department of Health & Human Services’s
population health surveillance work. The annual survey series
is an ongoing source of quality information on the health of
adult Victorians.

The Victorian Population Health Survey has been

conducted each year since 2001 and is based on a sample

of 7,500 adults aged 18 years or over, who are randomly
selected from households from each of the eight Department
of Health & Human Services regions in the state. In 2008 and
again in 2011-12, the sample size for the survey was expanded
to include the 79 local government areas (LGAS) in the state
(Tables i-ii and Maps i-ii).

The aim of the survey is to provide quality, timely indicators of
population health that directly apply to evidence-based policy
development and strategic planning across the department

and the wider community. The survey is based on core question
modules to report on trends over time and to inform decisions
about public health priorities. The survey findings fill a significant
gap in population health data and provide information to ensure
that public health programs remain relevant and responsive to
current and emerging health issues.

The impact of the use of data from the Victorian Population
Health Survey is extensive across the government and
non-government sectors of Victoria. The survey provides
quality data for a range of indicators of public health importance
at a state and LGA level.

What’s new?

e The sample size for the Victorian Population Health
Survey was expanded to 33,673 respondents in 2011-12
so information could be analysed and presented at the
LGA level.

e Estimates have been age-standardised throughout the report
to eliminate the effect that differences in age structure may
have on estimates from different population groups.

e Notes to the tables and figures indicate the statistical
significance of differences between estimates. Significance
has been determined by comparing 95 per cent confidence
intervals and testing trends over time using ordinary least
squares regression.

* The reliability of estimates has been determined using relative
standard errors, and the tables and figures indicate the
degree of reliability.

How to interpret a table

e Time trends tables: estimates are presented for each year in
which the survey was run where exactly the same question
has been asked each time. Where a question about a health
topic has changed over time, the period reported reflects the
period from where the question change occurred. Ordinary
least squares regression was used to test trends over time.

e Other tables: individual estimates have been compared
with the total Victorian estimate. Where subgroups of the
population are presented (for example, males and females),
the estimates have been compared with the total Victorian
estimate for that population subgroup (all Victorian males,
all Victorian females). The significance of differences in
estimates has been determined by comparing the 95 per
cent confidence intervals of the estimates.

Sample table: Number of people spoken to on the previous day, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

None at all or less than five Five to nine 10 or more

95%ClI 95%Cl 95%ClI

LL LL LL
Golden Plains (S) 21.4 16.5 27.3 32.6 25.9 40.1 45.6 38.2 53.1
Greater Bendigo (C) 18.5 14.2 23.9 23.6 17.2 31.4 57.9 49.8 65.6
Greater Dandenong (C) 27.4 22.7 32.6 28.0 23.3 33.4 43.4 37.7 49.2
Greater Geelong (C) 24.9 18.6 32.5 25.7 20.3 32.0 49.1 41.5 56.7
Greater Shepparton (C) 14.8 11.0 19.5 33.2 25.7 41.5 50.9 42.9 59.0
Victoria 21.4 20.6 22.2 271 26.3 28.0 51.2 50.2 52.2

If the estimate of the LGA is coloured red, this indicates
that it is (statistically) significantly HIGHER than the state
estimate.

For example, the proportion of people in the City of
Greater Dandenong who spoke to no one or less than
five people on the previous day is 27.4 per cent and this
is higher than the state estimate, which is 21.4 per cent.

If the estimate of the LGA is coloured blue, this indicates
that it is (statistically) significantly LOWER than the state
estimate.

For example, the proportion of people in the City of
Greater Shepparton who spoke to no one or less than
five people on the previous day is 14.8 per cent and this
is lower than the state estimate, which is 21.4 per cent.
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How is local government involved
in public health?

Encouraging people to lead healthier lives — and creating
environments that help them to do so —is challenging.

The Victorian Government has long developed policies,
programs and resources that encourage preventive health
practices across all levels of government, non-government
agencies and the private sector. For local government, the
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 specifies the various
functions of councils with regard to their role in protecting,
improving and promoting public health and wellbeing within
the municipality. These include creating an environment which
supports the health of members of the local community and
strengthens the capacity of the community and individuals to
achieve better health. These functions need to be underpinned
by quality information on the health status and needs of the
local population to support the public health planning process,
and policy and program implementation.

The Victorian Health Priorities Framework 2012-2022, which
sets out the government’s aspirations for the future of Victoria’s
health system, identifies the major challenges facing Victoria’s
health system, especially the demand on health resources due
to population growth, demographic ageing, and the rise of
chronic and complex conditions. The framework highlights

the need for greater capacity to deliver prevention, primary
care and early intervention.

The Victorian Public Health and Wellbeing Plan 2011-2015
complements the Health Priorities Framework. The overall aim
of the Plan is to improve the health and wellbeing of Victorians
by engaging communities and strengthening systems for health
protection, health promotion and preventive healthcare across
all sectors and levels of government. The Plan outlines a
number of opportunities to further strengthen and expand the
role of local government in promoting health and wellbeing,

in the context of building a more effective prevention system

in Victoria. One of the most significant of these is the Healthy
Together Victoria initiative which is building new approaches

to prevention based on evidence that illustrates how to most
effectively mitigate many of the challenges facing the health
system, and strengthening collaboration between local
government and community partners to maximise the potential
of preventive health interventions.

4 Victorian Population Health Survey 2011-12 — Social capital

How can this survey help local
government?

Local government is ideally placed to lead local policies,
programs and infrastructure development that can influence
health through its work in a range of areas including transport,
roads, parks, waste, land use, urban planning, recreation,
cultural activities and in creating safer public places. The
availability of data from this second LGA level Victorian
Population Health Survey, providing a breakdown of particular
risk factors and conditions across municipalities, can enable
councils to confidently plan the steps needed to improve public
health and wellbeing in their communities.



Introduction &




ueyjodonely uisyinog |
ueyjodoio|A 1SN PUB YLION
ueyjodone uieises |

‘(In ©|gBL 98S) SAWEU YO JO JepJo [eonedgeyde ey}
uo paseq si | (y97) ease Juswiuienob o0 810N

uolBai SeoIAIeS UBWNK B yieaH o juswpuedsq Ag ‘seale juswuianob [eoo| ueyjodosai 1 depy

6 Victorian Population Health Survey 2011-12 - Social capital



Table i: Metropolitan local government areas, by Department of Health & Human Services region

Region LGA ID number? LGA name
4 Banyule
10 Brimbank
18 Darebin
31 Hobsons Bay
33 Hume
42 Maribyrnong
North & West 44 Melbourne
Metropolitan 45 Melton
50 Moonee Valley
52 Moreland
57 Nillumbik
74 Whittlesea
76 Wyndham
77 Yarra
Region LGA ID number? LGA name
7 Bayside
13 Cardinia
14 Casey
20 Frankston
Southern 22 Glen Eira
Metropolitan 26 Greater Dandenong
35 Kingston
53 Mornington Peninsula
59 Port Phillip
64 Stonnington
Region LGA ID number? LGA name
9 Boroondara
36 Knox
40 Manningham
II\EAaest:’i?olitan 3 Maroondan
49 Monash
73 Whitehorse
78 Yarra Ranges

a. Local government area (LGA) ID number is based on the alphabetical order of LGA names (see Table iii).
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Table ii: Rural local government areas, by Department of Health & Human Services region

Region LGA ID number? LGA name Region LGA ID number? LGA name
16 Colac Otway 1 Alpine
17 Corangamite 8 Benalla
23 Glenelg 28 Greater Shepparton
27 Greater Geelong 34 Indigo
Barwon-South :
55 Moyne 41 Mansfield
Western
61 Queenscliffe 47 Mitchell
Hume
63 Southern Grampians 48 Moira
66 Surf Coast 56 Murrindindi
70 Warrnambool 65 Strathbogie
68 Towong
Region LGA ID number? LGA name
69 Wangaratta
2 Ararat
75 Wodonga
3 Ballarat
24 Golden Plains Region LGA ID number? LGA name
29 Hepburn 5 Bass Coast
30 Hindmarsh 6 Baw Baw
Grampians 32 Horsham 19 East Gippsland
Gippsland
51 Moorabool 37 Latrobe
58 Northern Grampians 62 South Gippsland
60 Pyrenees 71 Wellington
72 West Wimmera
79 Yarriambiack
Region LGA ID number? LGA name
11 Buloke
12 Campaspe
15 Central Goldfields
21 Gannawarra
25 Greater Bendigo
Loddon Mallee
38 Loddon
39 Macedon Ranges
46 Mildura
54 Mount Alexander
67 Swan Hill

a. Local government area (LGA) ID number is based on the alphabetical order of LGA names (Table iii).
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1. Methods

Background

Population health surveys based on computer-assisted
telephone interviews (CATI) are used to collect key population
health surveillance data because they provide time series data,
collection procedures that are acceptable to respondents,

an adequate sample size, use current technology and

provide quality data (especially through greater supervision of
interviewers, computer data entry and question sequencing).
Further, they allow for data collection that is timely, cost-effective
(especially in rural and metropolitan areas) and adaptable to
changing and emerging information needs. CATI surveys also fill
strategic information gaps — that is, they can be used to gather
information not available from other sources — and provide data
for further analysis and interpretation.

Method

The Victorian Population Health Survey 2011-12 followed a
method developed over several years to collect relevant, timely
and valid health information for policy, planning and decision
making. The survey team administered CATI on a representative
sample of persons aged 18 years or over who resided in private
dwellings in Victoria. The Department of Health & Human
Services Human Research Ethics Committee approved the
survey method and questionnaire content.

The department outsourced the fieldwork data collection
to a market research organisation, which department staff
supervised. All data were self-reported and stored directly
in the CATI system.

Stratification

There are five rural and three metropolitan Department of Health
& Human Services regions in Victoria that comprise 79 LGAs.
The survey sample was stratified by LGA, with a target sample
size of 426 respondents per LGA. A total of 33,673 interviews
were completed, including 800 interviews in languages

other than English.

Sampling frame

Victorian Population Health Surveys up to and including 2009,
used a ‘list assisted’ form of random digit dialling (RDD) for
the sample frame. While list-assisted RDD approaches have
provided a good contemporary coverage of households with
a landline telephone connection, they tend to under-represent
phone numbers in new exchanges and generate a relatively
high proportion of non-working telephone numbers, which
leads to some loss in fieldwork efficiency. An exchange-based
approach to RDD was employed for the first time in 2010,
using a commercial list provider to provide the RDD landline
telephone sample.

The advantages of this exchange-based approach to random
digit dialling sample generation include:

e improved coverage in areas where new telephone number
ranges have been activated

® improved coverage in growth corridors, peri-urban areas
and central business district developments

e representing each bank of phone numbers in the sampling
frame in proportion to the current population of working
landline numbers

® higher connection rates and therefore greater fieldwork
efficiency.

Sample generation

RDD was used to generate a sample of telephone numbers

that formed the household sample for CATI. All residential
households with landline telephone connections were
considered ‘in-scope’ for the survey. People who are homeless
or itinerant were excluded from the survey, as were people in
hospitals or institutions, the frail aged and people with disabilities
who are unable to participate in an interview.

Sample size

The sample size for each LGA for the Victorian Population
Health Survey (conducted in 2008 and 2011-12) was 426.
The sample size is based on the following formula assuming

a prevalence of 7.5 per cent for a variable of interest, with a
confidence interval of 2.5 per cent (7.5 (5.0, 10.0) per cent), all
percentages being expressed as a proportion:

Sample size (n) =72 *p * (1 —p) = 426
C2
where:
p = proportion (0.075)
Z=1.96 (Z-score of level of significance (alpha = 0.05))

¢ = confidence interval (0.025)

Statistically detectable difference between
two estimates

While a sample size of n = 426 in each LGA permitted the
detection of a variable of interest with a population prevalence of
7.5 (95% Cl: 5.0, 10.0) per cent and a statistical power of 80 per
cent, the sample size required to determine a difference between
two estimates is considerably higher. Figure 1.1 shows the
estimated sample size required to detect a statistically significant
difference of five to 15 per cent between two estimates. The

two estimates could be, for example, two different geographic
areas or the same estimate across two different points in time.
Figure 1.1 also shows that the sample size required for any given
absolute difference between two estimates varies according to
the prevalence of the estimate. In general, larger sample sizes
are needed to detect differences between estimates with a
prevalence of 50 per cent compared with estimates that have a
prevalence that is higher (e.g. 70 per cent) or lower (e.g. 10 per
cent) than 50 per cent.

The figure shows that to be able to detect a five per cent
difference across time or between two LGAs in a variable with
a prevalence of approximately 50 per cent (for example, the
proportion of adults in Victoria who met the recommended
guidelines for daily fruit intake), a sample size of 1,600 people
per LGA would be required.
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The LGA-level Victorian Population Health Survey with an

LGA sample size of 426 is only able to statistically detect true
differences of 10 per cent or more where the prevalence of

the estimate of interest is in the range of 10 to 50 per cent.
Therefore, in response to a frequently asked question about
whether the 2008 LGA-level Victorian Population Health Survey
can be directly compared with the 2011-12 LGA-level Victorian
Population Health Survey in order to be able to track changes
over time, the answer is ‘yes’ but only if any observed difference
in the variable of interest exceeds the range of 7-10 per cent
(depending on its prevalence). However, a difference in the
range of seven to 10 per cent is a very large difference in public
health terms and few health outcomes or risk factors have been
observed to change by such large amounts, particularly over
short periods of time. For example, while a much celebrated

and major public health intervention success story is the
decline in the prevalence of smoking, the decline in men in
Australia from 1998 to 2010 was only five per cent (27 per cent
to 22 per cent). Therefore, for all practical purposes, comparing
prevalence estimates for any given variable between the 2008
and 2011-12 surveys in order to look for changes over time is
highly unlikely to yield any useful information.

However, at the statewide level, the Victorian Population Health
Survey with a sample size of approximately 7,500 (statewide
surveys) or 34,000 (LGA-level surveys) is powered to be able to
detect very small differences of two per cent or more from year
to year. This has enabled the time-series analyses that can be
found throughout the report.

Figure 1.1: Estimated sample size to detect statistically significant differences for prevalence at 10, 30 and 50 per cent

1,800
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T T T T T
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Absolute percentage difference between two estimates

Dotted black line indicates the sample size per LGA employed in the 2008 and 2011-12 LGA-level surveys.
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Data collection

Almost two-thirds of all completed interviews were achieved
within the first three calls. This proportion is consistent with
national experience on similar surveys.

Call routine

The algorithm spreads call attempts over different times of day
and days of the week. Other features of the call regime included:

e call initiation on weekday evenings and weekends only (since
these are proven to be the best times to establish initial
contact with households)

e gppointments made for any time the call centre was
operational

e appointments set for five days’ time after leaving the first
answering machine message and eight days’ time after
leaving the second answering machine message.

After establishing contact, interviewers could make calls, by
appointment, outside the time block hours. After contacting a
household, an interviewer would select for interview the person
aged 18 years or over with the most recent birthday.

The department operated a survey hotline number during
business hours throughout the data collection period to help
establish survey bona fides and address sample member
queries about the survey or survey process and arrange
appointment times with respondents for their interview.

Interviewing in languages other than
English

Interviews were conducted in eight community languages.

As for previous surveys in the series, the department provided
translated survey questionnaires in Italian, Greek, Mandarin,
Cantonese, Vietnamese, Arabic, Turkish and Serbo-Croatian,
with a view to achieving a more representative sample in those
areas with a relatively high proportion of speakers of these
languages. CATI interviewers were recruited to undertake the
interviews in these other languages, as required. The average
interview length was 25.5 minutes.

Participation

The response rate, defined as the proportion of households
contacted that were not identified as out of scope and an
interview completed, was 66.8 per cent. The response rate
was higher in the rural LGAs (69.9 per cent) compared with
metropolitan LGAs (62.8 per cent) and ranged from 53.7 per
cent in Greater Dandenong (C) to 76.5 per cent in Indigo (S).

Weighting
The survey data was weighted to reflect the following.

() The probability of selecting the respondent
within the household

Although a single respondent was randomly selected from within
a household, the size of any household can vary upwards from
one person. To account for this variation, each respondent
was treated as representing the whole household, so his or her
weight factor included a multiplier of the number of persons

in the household. Further, a household may have more than
one telephone line (that is, landlines used primarily for contact
with the household), which would increase that household’s
probability of selection over those households with only one
telephone line. To ensure the probability of contacting any
household was the same, the project team divided the weight
factor by the number of telephone lines connected to the
household.

The formula for the selection weight (sw) component:

' N
! sw = nah/npl

o /
where:

nah = the number of adults aged 18 years or over in the household
npl = the number of telephone lines in the household.

(i) The age/sex/geographic distribution of

the population
The project team applied a population benchmark (pbmark)
component to ensure the adjusted sample distribution matched
the population distribution for the combined cross-cells of age
group and sex by LGA, based on the 2011 estimated resident
population of Victoria. The categories used for each of the
variables were:

e Age group: 18-24, 25-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64 and 65
years or over

e Sex: male, female

e Geography: 79 LGAs

The pbmark component was calculated by dividing the
population of each cross-cell by the sum of the selection
weight components for all the respondents in the sample
within that cross-cell. For each cross-cell, the formula for this

component was:
-~
| pbmarki = NIy swij
-
where:

N

i = the i th cross-cell
J = thej th person in the cross-cell
Ni = the population of the i th cross-cell

>'swij = the sum of selection weights for all respondents (1 to ) in
the i th cross-cell.
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Calculating the person weight to be applied

The project team assigned respondent records a weight factor
(pwt) by multiplying the selection weight (sw) value by the
population benchmark value (pbmark):

p

| pwWlij = swij * pbmarki
N
where:

N

i = the i th cross-cell
j =thej th person in the cross-cell.

Statistical analysis

The survey data was analysed using the Stata statistical
software package (Version 12.1, StatCorp LP, College
Station Texas).

Crude rates

A crude rate is an estimate of a proportion of a population that
experiences a specific event over a specified period of time. It is
calculated by dividing the number of events recorded for a given
period by the number at people in the population. Crude rates
(expressed as percentages) are only presented in the report
where estimates are broken down by age group. Crude rates
are useful for service planning purposes as they indicate the
absolute estimate of the indicator of interest.

However, in making comparisons of estimates over time, crude
rates can be difficult to interpret because the age distribution

of the population is also changing over time. If one does not
take into account changes in the age distribution, any observed
increases, or decreases, in the prevalence of the indicator of
interest may just reflect changes in the age distribution. For
example, bearing in mind that the risk of heart disease increases
with age, an increase in the crude rate of heart disease over
time could be due to (a) more people developing heart disease
due to a change in the prevalence of a predisposing factor or
(b) an increase in the proportion of older people. There is no
way to distinguish between the two possible explanations.
However, if we take into account (adjust for) the changing age
distribution and still see an increase in the prevalence of heart
disease, we can rule out explanation (b). To adjust for age, we
calculate an age-standardised rate (described below). Only
age-standardised rates are reported for time-series data in this
report. Similarly, only age-standardised rates are reported when
making comparisons between different geographic areas. This
is particularly pertinent for Victoria because rural LGAs tend to
have populations characterised by larger proportions of older
people compared with metropolitan LGAs.

Age standardisation

Age-standardised rates, also known as age adjusted rates,

were calculated using the direct method of standardisation. The
direct age-standardised rates that are presented in this report
are based on the weighted sum of age-specific rates applied to
a standard population — the 2011 estimated resident population
of Victoria. Five-year age groups were used to calculate the a
ge-specific rates for data at the state and Department of Health
& Human Services region level. However, 10-year age groups
were used to calculate the age-specific rates for data at the LGA
level, due to small numbers in some of the smaller LGAs.

16 Victorian Population Health Survey 2011-12 - Social capital

Standard error

The standard error is a measure of the variation in an estimate
produced by sampling a population. The standard error can

be used to calculate confidence intervals and relative standard
errors, providing the likely range of the true value of an estimate
and an indication of the reliability of an estimate.

Confidence interval (95 per cent)

A confidence interval is a range in which it is estimated that

the true population value lies. A common confidence interval
used in statistics is the 95 per cent confidence interval.

This is interpreted as: if we were to draw several random
samples from the same population, on average, 19 of every

20 (95 per cent) such confidence intervals would contain the
true population estimate and one of every 20 (five per cent)
would not. 95 per cent confidence intervals are reported for all
estimates throughout the report and used to ascertain statistical
significance (see below). The width of a confidence interval
expresses the precision of an estimate; the wider the interval the
less the precision.

p

’\\ 95% confidence interval = point estimate + (standard error x 1.96) )

Statistical significance

Only statistically significant trends and patterns are reported

for the 2011-12 Victorian Population Health Survey. Statistical
significance provides an indication of how likely a result is due to
chance. With the exception of time trends over time (see below),
statistically significant differences between estimates were
deemed to exist where the 95 per cent confidence intervals for
percentages did not overlap.

The term ‘significance’ is used to denote statistical significance.
[t is not used to describe clinical significance, the relative
importance of a particular finding, or the actual magnitude of
difference between two estimates.

Relative standard error

A relative standard error (RSE) provides an indication of the
reliability of an estimate. Estimates with RSEs less than 25 per
cent are generally regarded as ‘reliable’ for general use. The
percentages presented in tables and graphs in this report have
RSEs less than 25 per cent, unless otherwise stated. Rates that
have an RSE between 25 and 50 per cent have been marked
with an asterisk (*) and should be interpreted with caution. For
the purposes of this report, percentages with RSEs over 50 per
cent were not considered reliable estimates and have not been
presented. A double asterisk (**) has been included in tables
and graphs where the percentage would otherwise appear,
indicating the relevant RSE was greater than 50 per cent.

p
| Relative standard error (%) = standard error / point estimate x 100
\_

Testing for trends across time

Ordinary least squares linear regression of the logarithms of

the age-standardised rates was used to test for trends across
time. Regression analysis to determine trends over time has the
advantage of taking into consideration all the time points rather

_

N



than considering each time point separately. It calculates the line
that best fits the data and the slope of the line is the average
annual change over the period of time.

The 95 per cent confidence interval for the standard error of the
slope is used to determine whether any observed increase or
decrease over time is statistically significant at the p < 0.05 level.
This is ascertained if the 95 per cent confidence interval for the
regression coefficient does not include the value O.

Only data that were collected in an identical manner were
included in time-series analyses. Therefore some time-series
analyses go back to 2003, while others to 2005. This is because
additional response options were included in 2005 for many of
the survey questions.

Profile of survey respondents

Known pbmarks for selected data items may be used to assess
the representativeness of the sample. Table 1.1 shows the
profile of respondents in the Victorian Population Health Survey
2011-12, and indicates the following:

* Females were more likely than males to participate in the
survey.

e Adults aged 18-34 years were less likely to participate in
the survey.

e Adults aged 55 years or over were more likely to participate
in the survey.

Table 1.1: Profile of respondents in the Victorian Population
Health Survey, 2011-12

Unweighted Weighted
Benchmark survey survey

data? (%) sample (%) sample (%)
Sex
Males 49 39 49
Females 51 61 51
Age group (years)
18-24 13.0 3.4 14.2
25-34 18.9 6.2 19.1
35-44 18.4 14.6 17.9
45-54 17.3 19.5 16.7
55-64 14.5 22.6 13.6
65+ 18.0 33.7 18.4

a. Service Planning, Department of Health, 2011, State Government
of Victoria.
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2. Social capital

Introduction

There is no universally agreed definition of social capital.

The origins of the concept of social capital come from the
field of sociology and can be traced back to the seminal work
of Pierre Bourdieu and James Coleman in the late 1980s and
early 1990s. Bourdieu defined social capital as ‘the aggregate
of actual or potential resources linked to possession of a
durable network’ (Bird et al. 2010). Bourdieu’s definition is
described as the ‘network approach’ and posits that social
capital is made up of social obligations and connections that
are convertible, in certain conditions, to economic capital,
which can be accumulated by the individual. By contrast
Coleman defined social capital by its function, citing the
trustworthiness of the social environment that makes possible
reciprocity exchanges, norms and sanctions. Coleman’s
definition is described as the ‘social cohesion approach’

(Bird et al. 2010). Within the field of population health,
Coleman’s social cohesion approach is dominant.

In 1993 Robert Putnam broadened Coleman'’s original definition
to a different social and geographic level as he was interested
in explaining regional and national differences in economic and
political developments that were occurring in the United States
at that time. Putnam further defined social capital by dividing it
into two subtypes: bonding and bridging (Szreter & Woolcock
2004). Putnam defined bonding social capital as trusting
cooperative relationships between members of a network

who see themselves as similar — that is, relations between
relatively homogenous groups such as families and ethnic
groups. Bridging social capital is defined as trusting cooperative
relationships between members of a network who do not see
themselves as similar — for example, they might differ by age,
SES or ethnicity. Szreter and Woolcock introduced a third
subtype, ‘linking social capital’, defined as trusting cooperative
relationships and norms of reciprocity between people who are
interacting across explicit, formal or institutionalised power or
authority gradients in society — that is, ties across social strata.
This brought state-society relations and considerations of power
into the social capital framework, with social capital viewed as
the property of a group or network rather than the individual
(Szreter & Woolcock 2004).

Social capital can be both beneficial and harmful as it can
function in a socially exclusive manner, having positive effects
for some and negative effects for others. Negative effects can
include the exclusion of outsiders, excessive claims on group
members, restrictions on the freedom of individuals, and the
downward levelling of social norms. Moreover societies that
are high in bonding social capital but low in bridging and
linking social capital are often troubled and segregated, as
cooperation is fostered and potentially maximised by the
presence of social networks that cross social cleavages
(Szreter & Woolcock 2004).

Social capital is thought to impact on health in four ways: more
cohesive groups are better placed to take collective action;
groups can enforce and maintain social norms; reciprocity

of exchanges; and the diffusion of information across social
networks (Steptoe et al. 2010). There are two competing models
of how social capital influences health. The first is referred to as
the ‘main effects’ model, which posits that social relationships
are beneficial regardless of the presence or absence of stress,
while the ‘stress-buffering’ model posits that social capital only
influences health in individuals who are under stress. While not
mutually exclusive, the overall consensus is that social networks
operate through the main effects model, while social support is
acquired under stressful circumstances. Berkman and Kawachi
proposed that the main effects model acts through social
influence on health-related behaviours, social engagement and
exchange of emotional, physical and financial support, as well
as information and advice, and by providing access to material
resources (Berkman & Kawachi 2000).

Many studies have been conducted to investigate the impact
of different levels of social capital on various diseases and
their outcomes (Steptoe et al. 2010). Stronger social networks
have consistently been shown to be associated with a lower
incidence and mortality due to cardiovascular disease, as

well as a better prognosis when survival is the endpoint being
considered. There is also strong evidence of a protective
effect of social networks on cognitive decline. The findings
with cancer are mixed, however, with some studies showing

a protective effect and others not. Overall, a dose-response
relationship between all-cause mortality and the degree of social
connectedness has been observed.

The Victorian Population Health Survey includes a series of
questions on social capital and these are reported in this
chapter. The makeup of questions has evolved since the
first survey in 2001, and a core set of questions on social
capital have been retained and are reported annually. The
Victorian Population Health Survey measures social capital
using a cohesion-based approach and the indicators used
are described below in Figure 2.1.
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Figure 2.1: Selected indicators of social cohesion

Social environment

Interaction, information and communication

e Contact with others
* |nternet access

Neighbourhood setting

e Years lived in neighbourhood
e Tolerance of diversity

cohesion

Social and support networks

Able to get help from family

Able to get help from friends

Able to get help from neighbours

Help with care in an emergency

Help to get a job through a relative or friends
Help to get a job through a group contact
Get help from a volunteer-based organisation
Attended a support group meeting

Access to community services and resources

Trust and safety

Social trust

e Feel safe walking down street after dark
e Agree most people can be trusted

Civic trust

e Feel there are opportunites to have a say
e Feel valued by society

Source: Adapted from AIHW 2007
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Community and civic engagement

Membership of an organised group
Attendance at a local community event
Volunteerism

Taking action on behalf of the community
Membership of a decision-making board
Rating of local neighbourhood

Actively involved in children's school



Survey results

Social environment
Interaction, information and communication

e Contact with others

- Almost half of all people (51.0 per cent) had spoken to
10 or more people the day before the survey. Of the
people who reported having spoken with 10 or more
people, the proportion declined with age from 62.4 per
cent of those aged 18-24 years to 33.3 per cent of
those aged 65 years or over.

e Household internet access

- Owverall, 10.9 per cent of Victorian people did not have
internet access. This was significantly higher among
women (12.2 per cent) compared with men (9.4 per cent).
A higher proportion of people aged 65 years or over did
not have internet access compared with any other age
group or overall.

- Fewer people from households in rural compared with
metropolitan Victoria had access to the internet.

Neighbourhood setting

e Years lived in current neighbourhood

- Overall, more than half (58.6 per cent) of Victorian adults
had lived in their neighbourhood for more than 10 years.
Of the remainder, only 3.8 per cent of people had lived in
their current neighbourhood for less than a year, 18.6 per
cent from one to four years, and 18.8 per cent from five
to 10 years. There was no difference in neighbourhood
tenure by rurality.

Diversity

- More than half (50.9 per cent) of Victorian adults thought
multiculturalism (as a general concept) definitely made life in
their area better, and a further 26.4 per cent thought it made
life in their area better sometimes. On average, 7.1 per cent
of the population thought multiculturalism was not applicable
to their area, and 11.5 per cent thought multiculturalism did
not make life better in their area.

- The proportion of men and women who were intolerant of
diversity (did not think that multiculturalism made life in their
area better) significantly increased in both men and women,
from 2003 to 2011-12.

- A higher proportion of people in metropolitan areas thought
multiculturalism made life better in their area compared with
their rural counterparts.

Social and support networks

Able to get help from family, friends and neighbours

- The majority of people reported they could definitely get
help from family (82.5 per cent) or friends (81.9 per cent)
when needed. Just over half of people (54.4 per cent)
reported they could definitely get help from neighbours.

In contrast to the findings for family and friends, which
showed no differences by rurality, men and women who lived
in rural compared with metropolitan Victoria were more likely
to report being able to get help from their neighbours.

Help with care in an emergency

Most people (89.9 per cent) reported having someone
outside their household (a relative or a friend not living with
them) they could rely on to care for them (or their children)
in an emergency. The proportion of people able to access
help in an emergency decreased with increasing age.

A higher proportion of people who lived in rural Victoria
(91.6 per cent) had a relative or friend who could care for
them (or their children) in an emergency compared with
those who lived in metropolitan Victoria (89.2 per cent).

Help to get a job through a relative or friend

Over half (55.7 per cent) of all people aged 18-64 years
reported that they could get help finding a job through a
relative or friend, if needed.

Men aged 25-55 years were more likely to get help

from a relative or friend in finding a job than their female
counterparts. A higher proportion of men, but not women,
who lived in rural Victoria reported being able to get help
from a relative or friend in finding a job compared with their
metropolitan counterparts.

Help to get a job through a contact in a group

Overall, 60.0 per cent of people who were members of a
sports, religious, school, professional or other community or
action groups reported that they could get help from a group
contact in finding a job; this was similar between males and
females. The inability to get help from a group contact in
finding a job increased with age in both men and women.

A higher proportion of men, but not women, who lived in rural
Victoria were able to get help from a group contact in finding
a job compared with their metropolitan counterparts.

Received help from a volunteer-based organisation

In 2011-12, 5.0 per cent of Victorian adults reported
receiving help from a volunteer-based organisation; this
was similar between the sexes. A higher proportion of
men and women aged 65 years or over reported receiving
help from a volunteer-based organisation. Receiving help
from a volunteer-based organisation was similar between
metropolitan and rural areas of Victoria.

Attended a support group meeting

Overall, 9.1 per cent of Victorian adults had attended a
support group meeting within the two years preceding the
survey and this did not differ by sex. The proportion of men,
but not women, who had attended a support group meeting
was significantly higher in those aged 65 years or over.

A significantly higher proportion of women, but not men,
who lived in rural compared with metropolitan Victoria had
attended a support group meeting in the previous two years.
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Access to community services and resources

The majority of Victorian adults (85.6 per cent) were able to
access community services and resources, such as libraries,
maternal and child health centres and neighbourhood
centres, when needed.

A higher proportion of men and women who lived in rural
Victoria reported they ‘definitely’ had access to community
services and resources compared with their metropolitan
counterparts.

Social and civic trust

Social trust

Feeling safe walking down the street at night

Almost two-thirds of Victorian adults (61.1 per cent) reported
that they felt safe walking alone down their street after dark.
However, there was a substantial difference between the
sexes, with 76.7 per cent of men compared with only

46.1 per cent of women reporting feeling safe.

A higher proportion of adults in rural Victoria reported
definitely feeling safe walking alone down their street after
dark compared with their metropolitan counterparts.

Trust in people

Overall, 39.0 per cent of Victorian adults agreed that most
people could be trusted. Older men and women (aged

45 years or over) were more likely to agree that most people
could be trusted compared with men and women aged
18-34 years and all Victorian men and women, respectively.

There was no difference in the proportion of women who
agreed that most people could be trusted whether they

lived in rural or metropolitan Victoria. A significantly higher
proportion of women who lived in metropolitan Victoria
disagreed that most people could be trusted compared with
their rural counterparts. The proportion of men who agreed
or disagreed that most people could be trusted did not differ
between metropolitan or rural areas.

Civic trust

Opportunities to have a say

While 40.0 per cent of people believed they definitely had

opportunities to have a real say on issues that were important

to them, 25.3 per cent believed that they did not or not
often have such opportunities; this was higher among men
(28.7 per cent) than women (21.9 per cent). A higher
proportion of people who lived in rural Victoria believed they
had such opportunities compared with their metropolitan
counterparts.

Feeling valued by society

More than half of all people (52.6 per cent) reported that
they definitely felt valued by society. A further 30.7 per cent
only sometimes felt they were valued by society, while

12.2 per cent did not feel valued by society. This was
significantly higher in men (13.7 per cent) than women
(10.7 per cent).

The proportion of adults who did or did not feel valued by
society was similar among those who lived in rural and
metropolitan Victoria.
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Community and civic engagement

Membership of an organised group

In 2011-12, 26.2 per cent of people were a member of

a sports group; this was higher for males (32.1 per cent)
than females (20.7 per cent). In descending order of
membership, 24.2 per cent of people reported they were
a member of a professional group or academic society,
18.7 per cent were a member of an ‘other’ community or
action group, 18.0 per cent were a member of a religious
group and 12.4 per cent were a member of a school group.
Higher proportions of women were members of a religious
or school group compared with their male counterparts.
By contrast there was no difference between the sexes
for membership of a professional or other community or
action group.

A higher proportion of men and women in rural Victoria
belonged to a sports group or other community or action
group compared with their metropolitan counterparts.

By contrast a higher proportion of men and women in
metropolitan Victoria belonged to a professional group or
academic society compared with their rural counterparts.

Attendance at a local community event

Over half (565.2 per cent) of people reported they had
attended a local community event. A higher proportion of
men and women who lived in rural Victoria had attended
a local community event in the six months prior to the
survey compared with their metropolitan counterparts.

Volunteerism

Almost one-quarter (23.6 per cent) of people reported helping
out a local group by volunteering. Conversely, 64.8 per cent
of people rarely or never volunteered. A higher proportion

of men and women in rural Victoria reported that they
volunteered compared with their metropolitan counterparts.

Taken local action on behalf of the community

Overall, 25.7 per cent of people who had previously indicated
that they were members of a group (sports, religious,

school, professional and/or an ‘other’ community or action
group) responded that they had taken action on behalf of

the community in the previous two years; this was similar
between men and women.

A higher proportion of men and women who lived in rural
Victoria had taken local action on behalf of the community
compared with their metropolitan counterparts.

Membership of a decision-making board or committee

In 2011-12, 17.8 per cent of people responded that they
were a member of a decision-making board or committee,
significantly higher in men (19.3 per cent) than women
(16.3 per cent).

Membership of a decision-making board or committee
appears to be associated with the middle years of age, with
higher proportions in men aged 45-64 years and women
aged 35-54 years compared with all Victorian men and
women, respectively.



- A higher proportion of men and women were members
of a decision-making board or committee in rural Victoria
compared with their metropolitan counterparts.

Rating of local neighbourhood

e Rating of local neighbourhood for community and
support groups

- Almost two-thirds (61.2 per cent) of people rated their
local neighbourhood as good or very good for a range of
community and support groups; this was significantly lower in
men (59.4 per cent) compared with women (62.9 per cent).

- Victorian adults aged 18-24 years were significantly more
likely to rate their local neighbourhood as average, poor or
very poor for community and support groups compared with
all Victorian adults.

- Those who lived in rural Victoria were significantly more
likely than their metropolitan counterparts to rate their
local neighbourhood as good or very good for a range of
community and support groups.

e Rating of the local neighbourhood for being an active
community

- Fewer men (56.1 per cent) than women (60.8 per cent) rated
their local areas as being a good or very good for being an
active community where people do things and get involved in
local issues and activities.

- A higher proportion of men and women in rural Victoria
rated their local neighbourhood as good or very good for
being an active community compared with their metropolitan
counterparts.

e Rating of the local area for being a pleasant environment

- Overall, 80.5 per cent of people rated their local area as a
pleasant environment, taking into consideration such features
as nice streets and open spaces.

- While there were no differences between women in rural
compared with metropolitan Victoria, a higher proportion of
men in rural compared with metropolitan Victoria rated their
local neighbourhood as being a pleasant environment.

Actively involved in children’s school

- Of people in Victoria who had school-aged children, 49.0 per
cent were actively involved with their children’s school and
this was similar between men and women.

2.1 Social environment

Interaction, information and communication

Communication is central to developing and maintaining social
ties, sharing knowledge and information, and staying in touch
with events. There are many ways to stay in touch, apart from
meeting face to face or speaking on the telephone. Computer
and internet technology is increasingly being used as a means of
finding information and of becoming, and staying, informed.

Contact with others

The Victorian Population Health Survey collected information on
the number of people with whom a respondent spoke, either
face to face or on the telephone, on the day before they were
interviewed. The number of contacts on an average day does
not necessarily reflect social isolation or detachment, but a lack
of social contact may imply some vulnerability from not being in
touch with people or events.

Table 2.1 provides data on the number of people with whom an
individual spoke the previous day, by age group and sex. Almost
half of all people (51.0 per cent) had spoken to 10 or more
people the previous day. A small percentage of people

(2.4 per cent) reported they had not spoken to anyone the
previous day.

Of the people who reported having spoken with 10 or more
people on the previous day, the proportion declined with age
from 62.4 per cent of those aged 18-24 years to 33.3 per cent
of those aged 65 years or over. Overall and for those aged

65 years or over, there were significantly higher proportions of
men than women who had spoken with 10 or more people.

Conversely, the proportions of people who had spoken with
fewer than five people on the previous day increased with age
but did not differ between the sexes. Of those who reported not
having spoken to anyone on the previous day, there was

no difference between the sexes or by age.
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Table 2.1: Number of people spoken with on the previous day, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

None at all Less than five Five to nine 10 or more

95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI

LL UL LL LL UL LL UL
Males
18-24 2.1* 1.1 4.2 7.6 51 111 28.2 23.3 33.7 61.7 56.0 671
25-34 3.6 2.2 5.7 18.3 145 228 20.3 16.5 24.6 57.8 52.7 62.8
35-44 2.8 1.9 4.0 16.9 147 195 22.2 19.6 24.9 58.0 54.8 61.1
45-54 2.9 21 41 1568 139 179 23.6 21.3 26.1 575 547 602
55-64 2.3 1.7 3.2 202 182 223 28.8 26.4 31.2 48.7 460 513
65+ 3.1 2.4 3.9 27.4 256 294 32.8 30.8 34.8 36.1 34.1 38.1
Total 2.9 25 3.5 183 17.2 19.6 25.8 24.4 271 52.7 5141 54.2
Females
18-24 2.5 1.1 5.8 9.2 6.8 124 25.2 20.8 30.2 63.1 57.7  68.1
25-34 3.4 2.2 5.2 182 154 215 27.4 24.2 30.9 50.2 46.4 540
35-44 1.5 1.0 2.3 156 139 174 28.0 25.9 30.2 546 522 570
45-54 1.9 1.4 2.6 15.2 13.7 16.8 271 25.2 29.2 55.7 53.4 57.9
55-64 2.3 1.7 3.0 227 209 245 28.9 27.0 30.9 458 437 480
65+ 3.2 2.6 3.9 315 299 332 33.8 32.2 35.5 31.0 294 326
Total 2.6 21 3.1 19.3 184 20.3 28.3 27.2 29.5 49.4 48.2 50.7
Persons
18-24 2.3 1.3 4.0 8.4 6.6 106 26.8 23.4 30.4 624 585  66.1
25-34 3.5 2.6 4.8 183 1568 21.0 23.8 21.3 26.5 540 509 57.2
35-44 2.1 1.6 2.8 16.2 148 17.8 251 23.5 26.9 56.3 54.3 58.2
45-54 2.4 1.9 3.0 155 143 1638 25.4 23.9 27.0 56.6 54.8 58.3
55-64 2.3 1.8 2.8 21.4 201 228 28.8 27.3 30.4 47.2 455 489
65+ 3.1 2.7 3.7 29.7 284 309 33.3 321 34.6 333 320 346
Total 2.7 24 3.1 189 181 197 271 26.2 28.0 51.0 50.0 52.0

Data are age-specific estimates, except for ‘Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.

Table 2.2 shows the number of people with whom an individual
had spoken on the previous day, by Department of Health &
Human Services region and sex. A significantly higher proportion
of people who lived in metropolitan compared with rural Victoria
reported they had not spoken to anyone on the previous day.
There were few notable differences across the Department of
Health & Human Services regions, with the exception that a
significantly higher proportion of men who lived in Hume Region
reported having spoken with 10 or more people on the previous
day compared with all Victorian men.
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Table 2.2: Number of people spoken with on the previous day, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex,
Victoria, 2011-12

None at all Less than five Five to nine 10 or more

95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI

LL UL LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 3.1 2.1 4.8 17.9 153 20.9 256 225 290 53.0 49.3 56.8
North & West Metropolitan 3.3 2.4 4.4 19.0 171 21.0 26.6 243 291 50.8 48.1 585
Southern Metropolitan 33 25 45 186 16.2 21.3 249 222 277 529 49.7 56.1
Metropolitan males 33 27 40 186 17.3 20.0 256 241 273 52.1 50.3 58.9
Barwon-South Western 1.3 0.6 2.5 219 1564 30.2 247 204 297 52.0 442 5938
Gippsland 2.0 1.1 3.7 18.0 150 214 279 238 323 522 475 56.8
Grampians 1.3 08 20 156 13.0 187 284 243 330 545 49.7 59.3
Hume 2.1* 12 36 147 120 17.9 232 198 270 59.5 55.0 68.7
Loddon Mallee 3.1% 1.4 6.5 16.9 14.0 20.2 23.7 204 273 56.4 51.8 60.8
Rural males 1.8 1.3 26 17.7 152 20.6 259 238 28.1 544 514 574
Total 29 25 35 183 17.2 19.6 258 244 2741 52.7 511 54.2
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 1.8 1.2 2.8 19.2 164 224 264 236 293 522 489 554
North & West Metropolitan 30 23 39 20.7 19.2 223 29.0 272 310 46.9 448 489
Southern Metropolitan 2.9 19 43 19.7 178 2138 285 261 31.0 48.7 46.0 514
Metropolitan females 27 22 38 19.7 186 20.8 282 269 296 49.0 475 505
Barwon-South Western 3.0 13 6.9 183 154 217 26,5 227 30.7 517 470 564
Gippsland 14 09 22 182 158 209 295 262 330 50.6 46.9 54.3
Grampians 1.8 1.1 2.8 175 149 204 324 285 365 481 440 523
Hume 14 09 23 211 186 238 30.0 270 332 473 442 504
Loddon Mallee 2.6 1.1 6.0 17.2 1560 19.6 275 237 31.8 52.7 482 57.2
Rural females 21 14 32 183 171 197 288 270 30.6 50.5 484 52.6
Total 26 21 3.1 19.3 184 20.3 28.3 27.2 295 49.4 48.2 50.7
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 2.4 1.8 3.3 18.4 16,5 20.5 261 240 283 52.7 50.2 552
North & West Metropolitan 3.1 26 38 199 187 212 27.8 263 294 488 471 505
Southern Metropolitan 3.1 2.4 4.0 19.2 17.7 209 26.7 249 28.6 50.7 48.6 52.8
Metropolitan persons 30 26 34 19.2 183 201 270 259 280 50.5 493 517
Barwon-South Western 2.3 1.1 4.5 20.4 16.1 255 259 228 293 512 461 56.3
Gippsland 1.7 1.1 2.5 18.1 16.2 20.2 28.7 26.0 315 514 484 543
Grampians 1.5 1.1 2.0 164 146 185 30.7 276 339 512 48.0 545
Hume 1.8 12 26 17.9 16.0 20.0 26.8 244 293 53.1 504 559
Loddon Mallee 2.5 1.4 43 16.6 148 185 26.1 231 293 54.8 51.3 583
Rural persons 2.0 15 26 181 165 19.7 274 259 2838 52.4 505 543
Total 27 24 341 189 181 19.7 271 26.2 28.0 51.0 50.0 52.0

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.
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Table 2.3 shows the number of people with whom an individual
had spoken on the previous day, by LGA. Due to small numbers
of people who had not spoken with anyone on the previous

day, this category was combined with those who had spoken
with fewer than five people. There were significantly higher
proportions of people who had spoken with five or fewer

people on the previous day in the LGAs of Casey (C), Greater
Dandenong (C) and Moreland (C) compared with all Victorian
adults. By contrast there were significantly lower proportions

of people who had spoken with five or fewer people on the
previous day in the LGAs of Alpine (S), Ballarat (C), Central
Goldfields (S), Glenelg (S), Greater Shepparton (C), Manningham
(C), Nillumbik (S), Southern Grampians (S), Strathbogie (S),
Warrnambool (C) and Yarra Ranges (S) compared with all
Victorians adults.

There were significantly higher proportions of people who had
spoken with 10 or more people on the previous day in the LGAs
of Mornington Peninsula (S), Southern Grampians (S) and Yarra
(C) compared with all Victorian adults. By contrast there were
significantly lower proportions of people in the LGAs of Greater
Dandenong (C) and Moreland (C) who had spoken with 10 or
more people on the previous day.
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Table 2.3: Number of people spoken with on the previous day, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

None at all or less than five Five to nine 10 or more
95% CI 95% CI 95% CI
% LL UL LL UL LL UL

Alpine (S) 15.4 12.2 19.1 31.4 23.1 41.1 53.2 441 62.1
Ararat (RC) 19.3 14.4 25.4 28.1 22.3 34.9 52.6 45.3 59.7
Ballarat (C) 188 12.2 19.5 32.4 26.4 39.0 51.9 45.4 58.3
Banyule (C) 18.9 14.6 241 31.5 25.6 38.1 49.6 43.0 56.2
Bass Coast (S) 24.3 17.9 32.1 25.1 19.2 32.2 50.4 42.6 58.2
Baw Baw (S) 17.2 13.2 22.2 28.3 23.0 34.4 53.9 47.4 60.2
Bayside (C) 16.7 11.0 24.5 32.1 25.2 39.9 51.1 43.3 58.8
Benalla (RC) 20.1 15.7 25.3 22.9 15.9 32.0 56.1 47.2 64.6
Boroondara (C) 20.6 14.9 27.7 26.1 20.4 32.9 53.0 46.0 60.0
Brimbank (C) 26.1 21.6 31.3 27.4 22.4 33.0 45.7 40.2 51.3
Buloke (S) 22.2 16.2 29.7 24.2 19.2 30.0 53.4 45.6 61.1
Campaspe (S) 16.4 12.4 21.6 25.3 20.1 31.3 58.3 51.7 64.6
Cardinia (S) 22.0 17.9 26.8 26.3 21.9 31.3 51.3 45.9 56.7
Casey (C) 28.7 23.9 341 25.2 20.4 30.7 45.5 39.9 51.4
Central Goldfields (S) 16.2 12.7 20.5 25.5 20.1 31.8 58.2 51.8 64.4
Colac-Otway (S) 23.4 17.7 30.2 27.5 21.3 34.7 48.9 41.6 56.3
Corangamite (S) 19.0 14.7 241 23.9 19.8 28.6 56.7 51.0 62.2
Darebin (C) 21.9 17.9 26.4 27.7 22.8 33.2 50.2 44.6 55.9
East Gippsland (S) 17.5 13.3 22.7 32.2 25.8 39.4 50.2 43.1 57.3
Frankston (C) 21.9 17.5 27.2 22.9 18.2 28.4 54.9 48.7 61.0
Gannawarra (S) 22.4 16.8 29.2 26.1 19.4 34.0 51.4 431 59.5
Glen Eira (C) 19.5 14.9 25.2 30.7 25.2 36.8 49.8 43.4 56.2
Glenelg (S) 16.3 13.2 20.0 29.2 22.1 37.4 54.4 46.4 62.2
Golden Plains (S) 21.4 16.5 27.3 32.6 25.9 40.1 45.6 38.2 53.1
Greater Bendigo (C) 18.5 14.2 23.9 23.6 17.2 31.4 57.9 49.8 65.6
Greater Dandenong (C) 27.4 22.7 32.6 28.0 23.3 33.4 43.4 37.7 49.2
Greater Geelong (C) 24.9 18.6 32.5 25.7 20.3 32.0 49.1 41.5 56.7
Greater Shepparton (C) 14.8 11.0 19.5 33.2 25.7 41.5 50.9 42.9 59.0
Hepburn (S) 19.6 16.0 23.8 38.2 29.3 48.0 421 33.1 51.8
Hindmarsh (S) 25.3 19.1 32.6 22.2 16.7 28.8 52.2 44.2 60.1
Hobsons Bay (C) 24.9 19.7 30.8 26.1 21.1 31.7 49.0 42.6 55.4
Horsham (RC) 17.2 13.0 22.5 24.0 18.2 311 58.5 50.3 66.2
Hume (C) 21.0 16.8 25.9 30.9 25.9 36.5 47.2 41.5 53.1
Indigo (S) 20.3 15.7 26.0 27.0 21.0 34.0 52.0 44.7 59.3
Kingston (C) 20.3 16.7 24.3 28.5 22.5 35.4 51.0 44.4 57.5
Knox (C) 20.8 16.8 25.5 224 18.0 27.6 56.5 51.0 62.0
Latrobe (C) 18.8 14.9 23.4 27.7 22.5 33.6 53.5 47.5 59.5
Loddon (S) 21.2 17.0 26.0 25.6 20.5 31.5 53.3 46.5 590.8

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire;

10-year age groups. RC = Rural City.

Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding

metropolitan/rural. estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
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Table 2.3: Number of people spoken with on the previous day, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

None at all or less than five Five to nine 10 or more
95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI

% LL UL LL UL LL UL
Macedon Ranges (S) 21.4 16.6 271 25.7 20.1 32.2 52.9 46.2 59.5
Manningham (C) 15.7 12.2 20.0 32.8 26.7 39.6 51.2 44.4 57.9
Mansfield (S) 18.6 14.9 22.8 25.3 18.9 33.0 56.1 48.6 63.3
Maribyrnong (C) 26.6 22.0 31.7 24.3 18.2 31.6 49.1 42.4 55.9
Maroondah (C) 16.9 12.8 22.1 25.2 20.0 31.1 57.9 51.4 64.2
Melbourne (C) 21.3 171 26.2 29.9 24.5 36.0 48.6 42.7 54.7
Melton (S) 21.0 17.0 25.5 29.3 24.2 34.9 49.6 44.0 55.3
Mildura (RC) 19.2 156.3 23.9 33.2 26.7 40.5 47.4 40.5 54.3
Mitchell (S) 24.7 19.3 31.2 24.9 19.8 30.8 50.1 43.4 56.9
Moira (S) 16.6 11.8 22.8 26.3 19.7 34.1 57.0 49.3 64.5
Monash (C) 26.3 21.0 32.4 27.5 22.4 33.2 45.8 39.4 52.4
Moonee Valley (C) 23.7 18.5 29.9 23.5 18.8 29.0 52.5 45.9 58.9
Moorabool (S) 17.0 13.2 21.6 31.6 26.0 37.7 51.5 45.2 57.7
Moreland (C) 27.8 22.4 33.9 28.6 23.0 34.9 42.6 36.6 48.8
Mornington Peninsula (S) 17.2 12.9 22.6 21.5 17.3 26.4 61.2 55.1 66.9
Mount Alexander (S) 20.3 15.0 26.7 24.2 18.5 30.9 55.6 48.0 63.0
Moyne (S) 20.5 15.8 26.1 24.2 18.4 31.3 55.1 47.6 62.4
Murrindindi (S) 18.6 13.8 24.7 28.4 20.8 37.5 52.8 44.3 61.1
Nillumbik (S) 13.6 10.0 18.4 28.5 23.0 34.7 56.4 49.8 62.7
Northern Grampians (S) 24.4 14.7 37.5 24.3 20.0 29.3 51.3 40.0 62.5
Port Phillip (C) 23.0 17.3 29.9 23.8 18.9 29.7 53.0 45.9 60.1
Pyrenees (S) 21.2 16.8 26.3 28.1 18.5 40.3 50.7 39.4 61.9
Queenscliffe (B) 20.0 12.9 29.8 28.3 18.0 41.5 51.3 41.3 61.2
South Gippsland (S) 20.8 15.7 27.2 30.8 25.2 37.1 48.0 40.6 55.5
Southern Grampians (S) 14.5 11.3 18.6 24.4 18.2 32.0 60.9 53.3 67.9
Stonnington (C) 22.8 17.8 28.8 28.9 23.3 35.2 48.0 41.7 54.5
Strathbogie (S) 15.0 11.4 19.5 26.9 19.9 35.3 58.1 49.6 66.1
Surf Coast (S) 17.3 12.4 23.6 30.7 23.8 38.4 52.1 43.9 60.1
Swan Hill (RC) 16.4 121 21.8 27.8 22.0 34.4 55.7 49.0 62.2
Towong (S) 23.0 17.0 30.4 30.4 23.2 38.7 46.5 38.8 54.4
Wangaratta (RC) 19.6 14.9 25.4 22.3 17.8 27.7 57.3 50.9 63.4
Warrnambool (C) 13.9 9.8 19.3 28.5 23.3 34.4 57.6 51.1 63.8
Wellington (S) 21.9 17.2 27.3 26.8 21.1 33.4 51.3 44.2 58.4
West Wimmera (S) 20.4 16.0 25.6 31.4 25.3 38.3 46.9 40.3 53.7
Whitehorse (C) 21.9 17.6 26.9 21.5 16.4 27.6 56.1 49.5 62.4
Whittlesea (C) 23.9 19.7 28.6 25.0 20.3 30.3 51.1 45.5 56.8
Wodonga (RC) 18.7 14.5 23.9 24.6 20.0 30.0 56.3 50.0 62.4
Wyndham (C) 24.3 19.7 29.6 28.8 24.3 33.8 46.4 41.0 51.9
Yarra (C) 17.6 13.9 22.0 22.2 18.0 27.1 59.5 53.9 64.9
Yarra Ranges (S) 16.0 12.6 20.1 29.7 24.0 36.0 53.8 47.4 60.0
Yarriambiack (S) 19.9 14.3 271 24.7 194 30.9 55.0 47.2 62.6
Victoria 21.4 20.6 22.2 271 26.3 28.0 51.2 50.2 52.2
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The relationship, if any, between SES and the number of people
spoken with on the previous day was investigated, using total
annual household income as a measure of SES (Figure 2.2).
Strong socioeconomic gradients were observed, where the
lower the total annual household income the less contact a
person was likely to have had. The proportion of men and
women who had only spoken to up to four people on the
previous day significantly decreased with increasing income.
Conversely, the proportion of men and women who had spoken
to 10 or more people on the previous day significantly increased
with increasing income.

Figure 2.2: Number of people spoken with on previous day, by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% CI = 95 per cent confidence interval.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.
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Household internet access

Use of the internet for social and commercial purposes has Table 2.4 shows household internet access, by age group
become increasingly common. Individuals who do not have and sex. Overall, 10.9 per cent of Victorian people did not
ready access to the internet may be disadvantaged to the extent have internet access; this was significantly higher among
they cannot retrieve up-to—date information conveniently or women (12.2 per cent) compared with men (9.4 per cent).
routinely engage in different types of electronic social interaction. A significantly higher proportion of men and women aged
The 2011-12 survey collected information on whether the 65 years or over did not have internet access compared with
internet was accessible from a respondent’s household. any other age group or overall.

Table 2.4: Household internet access, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes [\[o]
T 95% ClI 95% ClI
(years) LL LL
Males
18-24 96.8 94.4 98.2 2.8* 1.5 5.2
25-34 97.4 95.9 98.4 2.0 1.1 3.5
35-44 95.9 94.4 97.0 3.6 2.6 5.0
45-54 94.0 92.6 95.1 5.6 4.5 6.9
55-64 91.4 90.2 92.6 7.6 6.6 8.8
65+ 68.5 66.6 70.4 30.0 28.2 31.9
Total 89.9 89.3 90.5 9.4 8.8 10.0
Females
18-24 96.9 94.9 98.2 2.3* 1.4 3.9
25-34 96.8 95.4 97.8 24 1.6 3.5
35-44 96.8 96.0 97.5 2.7 2.1 3.6
45-54 94.5 93.5 95.3 4.5 3.7 5.4
55-64 86.1 84.6 87.5 12.7 11.4 141
65+ 54.9 53.1 56.6 43.2 41.4 44.9
Total 86.7 86.2 87.3 12.2 11.7 12.7
Persons
18-24 96.9 95.4 97.9 2.6 1.7 3.9
25-34 97.1 96.1 97.9 2.2 1.6 3.1
35-44 96.4 95.6 97.0 3.2 2.5 3.9
45-54 94.2 93.4 95.0 5.0 4.4 5.8
55-64 88.7 87.7 89.6 10.2 9.4 111
65+ 61.1 59.8 62.3 37.2 35.9 38.5
Total 88.2 87.8 88.6 10.9 10.5 11.3

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and have been age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian
population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.

Table 2.5 shows household internet access, by Department of lived in North & West Metropolitan Region without household
Health & Human Services region and sex. Significantly higher access to the internet compared with all Victorian households.
proportions of people from households in rural compared with There were also significantly higher proportions of men who lived
metropolitan Victoria did not have access to the internet. There in Hume and Loddon Mallee Regions without internet access
were significantly higher proportions of men and women who compared with all Victorian households.
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Table 2.5: Household internet access, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes [\[o]
95% ClI 95% CI
LL LL

Males

Eastern Metropolitan 93.1 91.7 94.3 6.3 5.2 7.7
North & West Metropolitan 87.7 86.5 88.9 11.6 10.5 12.8
Southern Metropolitan 91.6 90.3 92.8 7.7 6.6 8.9
Metropolitan males 90.6 89.8 91.3 8.8 8.1 9.5
Barwon-South Western 90.3 88.1 92.2 9.4 7.5 11.6
Gippsland 89.1 86.9 90.9 9.8 8.1 11.8
Grampians 88.8 87.1 90.4 10.5 9.0 12.2
Hume 86.0 84.0 87.9 12.2 10.6 13.9
Loddon Mallee 86.0 83.5 88.1 13.4 11.3 15.9
Rural males 88.3 87.3 89.2 10.9 10.0 11.8
Total 89.9 89.3 90.5 9.4 8.8 10.0
Females

Eastern Metropolitan 89.2 87.7 90.4 9.3 8.4 10.4
North & West Metropolitan 84.2 83.2 85.2 14.5 13.6 15.5
Southern Metropolitan 88.9 87.8 89.9 10.2 9.3 11.3
Metropolitan females 87.2 86.6 87.9 11.6 111 12.2
Barwon-South Western 84.5 81.9 86.7 14.4 12.6 16.4
Gippsland 86.0 84.4 87.5 12.9 11.5 14.5
Grampians 85.3 82.7 87.7 13.9 11.6 16.5
Hume 85.4 83.9 86.7 13.8 12.5 156.2
Loddon Mallee 85.2 83.3 87.0 14.0 12.2 15.9
Rural females 85.3 84.3 86.2 13.8 13.0 14.6
Total 86.7 86.2 87.3 12.2 11.7 12.7
Persons

Eastern Metropolitan 90.9 89.9 91.8 8.1 7.3 9.0
North & West Metropolitan 85.9 85.1 86.7 13.1 12.4 13.9
Southern Metropolitan 90.1 89.3 90.9 9.1 8.4 9.9
Metropolitan persons 88.8 88.3 89.2 10.3 9.9 10.8
Barwon-South Western 87.3 85.5 88.9 12.0 10.6 13.5
Gippsland 87.4 86.1 88.6 11.5 10.3 12.7
Grampians 87.2 85.7 88.5 121 10.9 13.6
Hume 85.6 84.3 86.8 13.0 12.0 14.2
Loddon Mallee 85.6 84.0 87.1 13.6 12.2 15.3
Rural persons 86.6 85.9 87.3 124 11.8 13.1
Total 88.2 87.8 88.6 10.9 10.5 11.3

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
Note that estimates may not add to 100 per cent due to a proportion of ‘don’t know’ or ‘refused’ responses, not reported here.
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Table 2.6 shows household internet access, by LGA. There
were significantly higher proportions of people without
household internet access who lived in the LGAs of Ararat

(RC), Brimbank (C), Buloke (S), Central Goldfields (S), Colac-
Otway (S), Corangamite (S), Darebin (C), Glenelg (S), Greater
Shepparton (C), Hindmarsh (S), Loddon (S), Mildura (RC),
Moreland (C), Moyne (S), Northern Grampians (S), Pyrenees (S),
Towong (S), West Wimmera (S), Whittlesea (C) and Yarriambiack
(S) compared with all Victorian households. Conversely

there were significantly lower proportions of people without
household internet access who lived in the LGAs of Bayside (C),
Boroondara (C), Frankston (C), Maroondah (C), Melbourne (C),
Mornington Peninsula (S), Nillumbik (S), Queenscliffe (B) and
Stonnington (C) compared with all Victorian households.
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Table 2.6: Household internet access, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes \[o]
95% ClI 95% ClI
LL LL
Alpine (S) 88.6 86.2 90.7 10.6 8.6 13.0
Ararat (RC) 84.1 81.0 86.9 14.2 12.0 16.8
Ballarat (C) 90.0 86.8 92.4 9.7 7.3 12.9
Banyule (C) 90.1 88.0 91.9 9.6 7.8 11.6
Bass Coast (S) 87.2 84.4 89.5 12.2 9.8 14.9
Baw Baw (S) 89.5 87.1 91.6 9.4 7.4 11.9
Bayside (C) 93.4 91.3 95.1 5.6 4.1 7.5
Benalla (RC) 85.7 82.2 88.6 13.1 10.4 16.4
Boroondara (C) 93.4 90.9 95.3 5.2 4.1 6.8
Brimbank (C) 83.1 80.3 85.6 15.6 13.3 18.2
Buloke (S) 85.0 81.9 87.6 14.2 11.8 171
Campaspe (S) 84.8 80.8 88.1 14.4 1.2 18.4
Cardinia (S) 90.3 87.4 92.6 8.7 6.6 11.5
Casey (C) 89.3 86.5 91.6 10.2 8.0 13.0
Central Goldfields (S) 80.1 75.2 84.2 19.0 15.0 23.9
Colac-Otway (S) 83.4 79.4 86.8 15.6 12.3 19.7
Corangamite (S) 85.1 82.1 87.7 14.4 11.8 17.5
Darebin (C) 80.4 76.8 83.6 18.5 15.4 22.0
East Gippsland (S) 87.6 84.8 90.0 11.3 9.2 13.8
Frankston (C) 89.8 87.1 92.0 8.3 6.6 10.4
Gannawarra (S) 85.7 82.9 88.2 13.4 11.2 16.1
Glen Eira (C) 90.8 88.1 92.9 8.4 6.3 11.0
Glenelg (S) 85.0 82.0 87.6 14.5 1.9 17.5
Golden Plains (S) 86.7 81.0 90.9 12.8 8.7 18.5
Greater Bendigo (C) 86.2 80.6 90.5 13.2 9.1 18.9
Greater Dandenong (C) 85.9 82.7 88.6 134 10.8 16.6
Greater Geelong (C) 88.1 84.9 90.6 11.1 8.9 13.6
Greater Shepparton (C) 84.4 81.7 86.8 14.9 12.5 17.6
Hepburn (S) 86.5 83.5 89.0 12.6 10.2 15.5
Hindmarsh (S) 85.1 82.4 87.5 13.7 1.4 16.4
Hobsons Bay (C) 86.3 83.3 88.8 12.9 10.4 15.8
Horsham (RC) 86.3 83.9 88.4 13.0 11.0 15.4
Hume (C) 85.8 82.6 88.6 13.0 10.3 16.3
Indigo (S) 84.2 79.0 88.4 15.1 10.9 20.4
Kingston (C) 88.9 85.7 91.5 10.7 8.2 13.9
Knox (C) 90.3 87.1 92.8 8.9 6.5 121
Latrobe (C) 85.9 82.8 88.5 12.5 10.1 15.3
Loddon (S) 84.1 81.1 86.7 15.4 12.8 18.4
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire;
10-year age groups. RC = Rural City.
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
metropolitan/rural. estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
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Table 2.6: Household internet access, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

Yes \[¢}

95% Cl 95% Cl

LL LL
Macedon Ranges (S) 89.7 85.9 92.7 9.2 6.3 13.2
Manningham (C) 91.0 88.7 92.8 8.3 6.4 10.6
Mansfield (S) 88.2 83.4 91.8 10.2 6.9 14.9
Maribyrnong (C) 85.9 82.6 88.6 13.6 10.8 16.9
Maroondah (C) 93.3 91.5 94.8 6.4 5.0 8.3
Melbourne (C) 93.4 90.9 95.2 5.7 4.1 7.9
Melton (S) 87.8 83.9 90.9 11.2 8.2 15.0
Mildura (RC) 82.4 78.3 85.9 16.6 13.2 20.6
Mitchell (S) 84.5 79.2 88.7 11.6 9.1 14.7
Moira (S) 83.9 77.6 88.6 13.3 9.5 18.4
Monash (C) 90.4 88.3 92.2 9.2 7.5 11.3
Moonee Valley (C) 85.5 82.0 88.4 13.4 10.6 16.8
Moorabool (S) 87.6 84.3 90.2 11.3 8.9 14.2
Moreland (C) 83.3 80.6 85.8 16.2 13.7 18.9
Mornington Peninsula (S) 91.8 89.6 93.6 7.5 59 9.3
Mount Alexander (S) 87.3 84.1 90.0 121 9.5 15.3
Moyne (S) 82.1 77.2 86.1 171 131 22.0
Murrindindi (S) 87.0 82.0 90.7 9.9 8.0 1241
Nillumbik (S) 95.2 92.8 96.8 4.4 2.9 6.8
Northern Grampians (S) 81.6 75.5 86.4 17.6 12.9 23.6
Port Phillip (C) 90.3 87.5 92.5 9.3 71 121
Pyrenees (S) 84.4 81.5 86.9 14.5 121 17.2
Queenscliffe (B) 94.4 92.3 95.9 4.7 3.7 6.2
South Gippsland (S) 88.7 86.7 90.5 10.3 8.6 12.3
Southern Grampians (S) 87.1 84.5 89.4 12.2 10.0 14.8
Stonnington (C) 94.3 92.0 95.9 4.5 3.3 6.1
Strathbogie (S) 88.3 85.4 90.7 114 9.0 14.3
Surf Coast (S) 90.2 87.6 92.4 8.4 6.3 11.2
Swan Hill (RC) 85.6 81.4 89.0 13.1 9.8 17.3
Towong (S) 81.7 77.6 85.3 17.5 14.0 21.7
Wangaratta (RC) 86.6 83.5 89.2 13.0 10.5 16.1
Warrnambool (C) 85.4 81.0 89.0 13.9 10.4 18.4
Wellington (S) 87.3 84.1 89.9 11.7 9.3 14.5
West Wimmera (S) 81.8 771 85.7 18.2 14.3 22.9
Whitehorse (C) 90.7 88.1 92.7 8.7 6.7 11.3
Whittlesea (C) 83.8 80.5 86.5 15.2 12.4 18.3
Wodonga (RC) 87.0 82.8 90.3 12.0 8.9 16.1
Wyndham (C) 89.2 86.1 91.6 9.8 7.5 12.8
Yarra (C) 87.9 84.7 90.6 11.0 8.8 13.8
Yarra Ranges (S) 88.8 84.8 91.8 8.2 6.1 10.9
Yarriambiack (S) 81.6 75.4 86.5 14.7 12.5 174
Victoria 88.3 87.9 88.7 10.8 10.5 11.2
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Neighbourhood setting

Years lived in current neighbourhood

Neighbourhoods/local areas are an important unit in society.
One indicator of the stability of neighbourhoods is the number
of years that a person has lived in their current neighbourhood.
Table 2.7 shows the proportion of people who reported having
lived in their neighbourhood (local area/suburb/town) for intervals
ranging from less than a year, to more than 10 years, by age
group and sex. Overall, more than half (58.6 per cent)

of Victorian people had lived in their neighbourhood for more
than 10 years. Of the remainder, only 3.8 per cent of people
had lived in their current neighbourhood for less than a year,
18.6 per cent for one to four years and 18.8 per cent for five
to 10 years. Please note that due to the change in sampling
frame (2010 survey onwards) and the increasing prevalence

of mobile phone only households, the estimate for those who
have only lived in their neighbourhood for less than a year is
underestimated. The range of estimates of the proportion of
people who had lived in their neighbourhood for less than a
year was 7.8 to 9.2 per cent for the survey years of 2005 to
2009. This declined to 2.7 per cent in the 2010 survey and
3.8 per cent in this survey. Such a large change is best
explained by the change in sampling frame; therefore, it is

not advisable to compare the estimates for this indicator

with any estimates prior to 2010.

With the exception of people aged 18-24 years, the proportion
of people who had lived in their current neighbourhood for

10 years or longer increased with age. It is likely that the high
proportion of people aged 18-24 years who had lived in their
neighbourhood for 10 years or more are people who have not
yet left home to live independently. Conversely the proportion of
people who had only lived in their neighbourhood for less than a
year tended to be higher in the younger age groups.
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Table 2.7: Neighbourhood tenure, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

More than one year and

Less than a year fewer than five years Five to 10 years More than 10 years
s 95% ClI 95% ClI 95% Cl 95% Cl
group - S S ot R I
(VCELS) % LL UL % LL UL LL UL % LL UL
Males
18-24 71 4.7 107 156.3 121 19.3 16.7 12.6 21.7 60.8 55.1 66.2
25-34 7.4 53 1041 39.9 35.1 44.9 19.9 16.3 24.0 32.8 28.0 38.0
35-44 41 3.0 5.5 248 221 277 31.0 28.1 34.0 40.1 37.0 43.3
45-54 2.1 1.4 3.1 139 120 159 19.4 17.3 21.7 64.4 61.7 67.0
55-64 1.1 0.8 1.7 8.4 7.2 9.9 14.0 12.2 15.9 76.3 74.0 78.4
65+ 0.9 0.6 1.3 6.6 5.6 7.7 10.7 9.5 12.0 81.6 79.9 83.1
Total 3.7 3.1 4.5 19.0 17.7 20.3 18.7 17.5 20.0 58.4 57.0 59.9
Females
18-24 4.7* 2.7 7.9 14.8 114  19.0 194 15.5 24.0 61.1 55.7 66.3
25-34 10.4 82 132 40.1 36.5 43.8 251 22.1 28.5 24.2 20.9 27.7
35-44 3.6 2.8 4.6 22.1 202 242 30.1 28.0 32.4 441 1.7 46.5
45-54 1.5 1.1 2.1 1.1 9.8 124 17.2 15.5 18.9 70.2 68.2 72.2
55-64 1.4 1.0 2.0 9.5 84 10.8 10.9 9.7 12.3 77.9 76.1 79.6
65+ 1.2 0.9 1.7 7.2 6.3 8.1 10.8 9.8 12.0 80.6 79.2 81.9
Total 4.0 3.4 4.7 183 173 194 19.0 18.0 20.0 58.6 57.4  59.7
Persons
18-24 59 4.3 8.2 151 126 179 18.0 151 21.3 60.9 57.0 64.7
25-34 8.9 7.3 10.8 40.0 37.0 431 225 20.1 25.1 28.5 25.5 31.6
35-44 3.8 3.1 4.7 23.5 21.8 252 30.6 28.8 32.4 421 40.2 44 1
45-54 1.8 1.4 2.3 12.4 11.3 136 18.3 16.9 19.7 67.4 65.7 69.0
55-64 1.3 1.0 1.7 9.0 8.1 9.9 12.4 11.3 13.6 771 75.7 78.5
65+ 1.1 0.8 1.4 6.9 6.3 7.6 10.8 10.0 1.7 81.0 79.9 82.1
Total 3.8 3.4 4.3 186 178 194 18.8 18.1 19.6 58.6 57.6 59.6

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.

Table 2.8 shows neighbourhood tenure, by Department of
Health & Human Services region and sex. There was no
difference in neighbourhood tenure by rurality. However, a
significantly higher proportion of males from Hume Region had
lived in their neighbourhood for less than one year compared
with all Victorian men. Similarly, a significantly higher proportion
of males from Loddon Mallee Region had lived in their
neighbourhood for between one and five years compared with
all Victorian men. The proportion of women who had lived in
their neighbourhood for more than 10 years was significantly
higher in Eastern Metropolitan Region and lower in women from
Grampians Region compared with all Victorian women.
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Table 2.8: Neighbourhood tenure, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

More than one
year and fewer

Less than a year than five years Five to 10 years More than 10 years
95% ClI 95% Cl 95% ClI 95% CI

% LL UL % LL UL % LL UL % LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 4.5 2.9 6.8 151 126 1841 176 148 20.6 62.7 589.1 66.1
North & West Metropolitan 3.2 23 45 19.2 172 215 187 16.6 21.0 58.7 56.2 61.2
Southern Metropolitan 3.2 2.2 4.6 209 182 238 192 17.0 217 56.6 534 59.7
Metropolitan males 3.5 2.8 4.3 188 174 203 187 17.3 201 589 572 606
Barwon-South Western 2.9 1.7 5.0 175 133 226 18.8 13.9 25.0 60.8 540 67.3
Gippsland 34 20 58 185 149 227 218 179 26.2 56.3 51.9 60.6
Grampians 3.0 1.7 5.3 21.0 175 250 187 156 223 572 528 614
Hume 82 52 129 151 123 185 159 135 187 60.3 558 647
Loddon Mallee 54 3.2 9.1 25.0 206 299 16.3 13.1  20.2 53.2 489 574
Rural males 46 35 6.1 191 16.7 216 181 162 20.2 58.1 551 61.0
Total 3.7 31 4.5 19.0 17.7 20.3 18.7 17.5 20.0 58.4 57.0 59.9
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 3.2 2.0 51 148 123 17.8 17.8 153 20.6 64.1 605 675
North & West Metropolitan 4.0 3.1 51 181 16.6 19.8 194 177 211 58.4 56.4 60.3
Southern Metropolitan 5.0 3.7 6.7 20.1 180 224 177 158 19.8 571 547 59.5
Metropolitan females 4.2 3.5 5.0 181 17.0 193 186 174 198 59.0 576 604
Barwon-South Western 3.2" 1.6 6.3 16.7 135 204 19.8 157 245 60.4 55.0 0656
Gippsland 3.7% 2.1 6.5 189 1569 225 19.8 171 227 575 536 612
Grampians 4.1 2.7 6.4 216 180 257 205 17.0 245 535 499 57.0
Hume 3.4 2.3 5.0 188 163 217 20.2 176 230 57.5 543 60.5
Loddon Mallee 2.5 1.6 3.8 181 143 227 221 191 254 57.3 53.0 615
Rural females 3.3 2.5 4.3 185 16.8 20.3 202 186 21.9 579 558 60.0
Total 40 34 47 18.3 17.3 194 19.0 18.0 20.0 58.6 57.4 59.7
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 3.7 2.7 5.1 148 13.0 16.8 18.0 16.1  20.1 63.3 609 657
North & West Metropolitan 36 29 44 187 17.3 20.0 19.0 176 204 58.6 57.0 60.2
Southern Metropolitan 4.1 3.2 5.2 205 188 223 184 169 20.0 57.0 549 589
Metropolitan persons 3.8 3.3 4.4 18.4 175 194 186 17.7 19.5 59.1 58.0 60.2
Barwon-South Western 2.8 1.8 46 169 140 202 19.2 16.0 228 61.1 56.6 654
Gippsland 3.7 24 55 18.7 16.3 215 20.7 183 233 56.8 53.8 59.7
Grampians 36 25 5.3 209 184 238 194 171 220 55.8 52.7 588
Hume 5.7 4.0 8.1 17.0 15.0 193 181 16.2 20.2 589 566.1 616
Loddon Mallee 39 26 59 214 180 253 19.0 16.6 216 55.6 524 589
Rural persons 3.9 3.2 4.7 188 172 204 19.2 179 20.6 58.0 56.1 59.9
Total 38 34 43 186 17.8 19.4 188 181 19.6 58.6 57.6 59.6

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.

40 Victorian Population Health Survey 2011-2012 — Social capital



Table 2.9 shows neighbourhood tenure, by LGA. Significantly
higher proportions of people had lived in their neighbourhood
for more than 10 years in the LGAs of Banyule (C), Benalla (RC),
Colac-Otway (S), Corangamite (S), Glenelg (S), Hindmarsh (S),
Manningham (C), Monash (C), Moonee Valley (C), Moorabool (S),
Nillumbik (S), Northern Grampians (S), Southern Grampians (S),
Swan Hill (RC), Towong (S), Yarra Ranges (S) and Yarriambiack
(S) compared with all Victorian adults. By contrast there were
significantly lower proportions of people who had lived in their
neighbourhood for more than 10 years in the LGAs of Ballarat
(C), Cardinia (S), Casey (C), Greater Bendigo (C), Melbourne (C),
Melton (S) and Wyndham (C).
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Table 2.9: Neighbourhood tenure, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

Less than five years Five to 10 years More than 10 years
95% CI 95% CI 95% CI
% LL UL LL UL % LL UL
Alpine (S) 24.9 16.3 36.0 13.4* 8.1 214 61.7 51.5 71.0
Ararat (RC) 22.8 16.6 30.5 18.0 12.3 25.6 59.2 52.1 65.9
Ballarat (C) 28.4 23.0 34.6 23.2 18.6 28.6 48.2 41.9 54.6
Banyule (C) 19.1 14.5 24.8 14.2 10.1 19.5 66.8 60.2 72.7
Bass Coast (S) 18.9 13.5 26.0 26.2 19.5 34.3 54.9 46.7 62.8
Baw Baw (S) 19.0 14.1 25.0 21.7 17.0 27.3 59.3 52.9 65.4
Bayside (C) 18.0 12.8 24.7 19.2 13.7 26.2 62.7 55.5 69.3
Benalla (RC) 16.4 10.7 24.4 13.7 10.4 18.0 69.8 62.1 76.6
Boroondara (C) 16.5 12.0 22.4 24.5 19.0 30.9 58.8 52.8 64.6
Brimbank (C) 21.7 17.3 26.8 20.1 15.7 25.3 58.0 52.6 63.2
Buloke (S) 26.3 19.3 34.7 9.4 6.4 13.6 64.1 55.8 71.6
Campaspe (S) 15.3 10.2 22.3 21.7 16.2 28.4 62.7 55.2 69.6
Cardinia (S) 26.5 21.9 31.8 21.7 17.2 26.9 51.8 46.4 57.1
Casey (C) 27.6 22.8 33.0 21.7 17.7 26.4 50.6 45.3 55.8
Central Goldfields (S) 14.8 10.8 20.0 19.6* 10.5 33.6 65.6 53.3 76.1
Colac-Otway (S) 16.1 11.0 23.0 15.3 1.2 20.5 68.5 61.1 751
Corangamite (S) 16.3 11.1 23.3 14.5 11.0 18.8 69.2 62.1 75.5
Darebin (C) 13.3 9.6 18.1 21.5 17.0 26.7 65.1 59.5 70.3
East Gippsland (S) 17.4 12.7 23.4 22.9 17.7 29.2 59.4 52.6 65.9
Frankston (C) 25.5 19.8 32.0 17.7 13.5 22.7 56.9 50.4 63.1
Gannawarra (S) 15.6 9.8 23.7 21.8 156.3 30.1 62.6 57.3 67.7
Glen Eira (C) 27.6 22.0 33.9 16.5 12.6 21.4 556.9 49.8 61.8
Glenelg (S) 11.9 8.5 16.5 15.0 11.3 19.5 73.0 67.6 77.8
Golden Plains (S) 221 16.2 29.5 18.4 13.5 24.5 59.5 52.0 66.6
Greater Bendigo (C) 30.4 22.4 39.9 21.6 16.4 28.0 47.9 40.5 55.5
Greater Dandenong (C) 18.2 14.2 23.1 17.6 18.7 22.3 63.8 58.4 68.9
Greater Geelong (C) 20.2 15.5 25.8 21.3 15.5 28.4 58.6 51.2 65.6
Greater Shepparton (C) 19.9 13.6 28.1 16.1 111 22.8 63.9 55.6 71.4
Hepburn (S) 31.9 23.2 421 12.7 9.5 16.8 55.4 45.7 64.8
Hindmarsh (S) 17.0 1.4 24.6 12.7 8.1 19.3 69.5 61.1 76.8
Hobsons Bay (C) 24.3 19.0 30.4 151 11.0 20.2 60.7 54.6 66.4
Horsham (RC) 16.6 11.9 22.6 20.2 15.0 26.7 62.7 54.5 70.3
Hume (C) 20.3 15.9 25.7 23.6 18.6 29.4 55.8 50.6 60.8
Indigo (S) 24.2 18.3 31.3 16.2 12.5 20.8 59.4 52.2 66.2
Kingston (C) 21.2 16.2 27.2 18.3 13.6 24.0 60.6 53.8 67.0
Knox (C) 17.0 12.7 22.4 21.7 17.3 26.7 61.1 55.7 66.3
Latrobe (C) 23.2 18.1 29.2 20.0 15.1 25.9 56.8 51.0 62.5
Loddon (S) 17.5 1.5 25.7 17.7% 10.5 28.4 64.6 56.5 72.0
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.
10-year age groups. Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

metropolitan/rural. * Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval. and should be interpreted with caution.
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Table 2.9: Neighbourhood tenure, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

Less than five years Five to 10 years More than 10 years
95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI

% LL UL LL UL % LL UL
Macedon Ranges (S) 22.2 18.0 27.0 16.9 12.6 22.2 60.8 55.1 66.2
Manningham (C) 18.5 13.4 25.1 14.6 10.3 20.4 66.8 59.7 73.2
Mansfield (S) 25.4 18.6 33.8 18.8 13.7 25.3 55.8 47.5 63.7
Maribyrnong (C) 25.5 19.9 32.1 16.4 12.9 20.5 57.9 51.2 64.2
Maroondah (C) 20.4 15.2 26.8 20.6 15.4 27.0 59.1 53.0 64.9
Melbourne (C) 29.7 241 35.9 26.2 21.0 32.2 441 38.2 50.2
Melton (S) 29.7 24.8 35.1 26.5 21.7 31.8 43.9 38.6 49.4
Mildura (RC) 26.1 20.4 32.9 18.4 12.9 25.7 554 48.6 62.0
Mitchell (S) 22.1 16.7 28.7 19.9 15.9 24.6 57.4 50.7 63.9
Moira (S) 19.5 13.6 27.1 23.9 17.6 31.6 55.6 48.0 63.0
Monash (C) 19.7 15.0 25.4 13.7 9.8 18.9 66.4 60.1 72.2
Moonee Valley (C) 17.9 13.4 23.7 9.2 6.4 13.2 72.4 66.3 77.8
Moorabool (S) 185 13.8 24.2 14.0 10.4 18.5 67.0 61.2 72.3
Moreland (C) 21.6 16.8 27.5 17.8 13.1 23.7 60.5 54.5 66.2
Mornington Peninsula (S) 18.1 13.2 24.3 18.1 13.8 23.4 63.8 57.2 69.9
Mount Alexander (S) 25.6 19.3 338.0 22.6 15.8 31.2 51.8 44.3 59.2
Moyne (S) 18.0 12.6 24.9 20.1 14.8 26.7 62.0 54.4 69.0
Murrindindi (S) 18.1 121 26.1 23.8 16.7 32.8 57.9 49.6 65.8
Nillumbik (S) 14.2 9.7 20.5 16.0 12.0 21.0 69.8 63.4 75.4
Northern Grampians (S) 16.9 124 22.6 15.7 111 21.6 67.4 60.0 741
Port Phillip (C) 27.8 21.4 35.2 17.6 131 23.1 54.6 47.4 61.7
Pyrenees (S) 14.7 9.8 21.5 241 14.9 36.5 61.0 491 71.8
Queenscliffe (B) 22.1 14.9 31.5 13.8 9.2 20.2 63.7 53.9 72.4
South Gippsland (S) 25.2 17.9 34.3 19.3 12.6 28.3 55.5 47.5 63.3
Southern Grampians (S) 12.5 7.8 19.5 16.0 10.3 241 71.3 61.3 79.7
Stonnington (C) 31.5 26.2 37.4 15.0 1.1 19.8 53.5 47.9 59.0
Strathbogie (S) 19.0 131 26.9 16.6 10.7 24.9 64.3 54.1 73.4
Surf Coast (S) 26.8 19.8 35.3 17.7 12.5 24.3 55.5 47.6 63.1
Swan Hill (RC) 16.5 12.2 21.9 15.9 11.3 21.9 67.7 61.0 73.7
Towong (S) 15.6 10.9 21.8 16.5 11.8 22.6 67.7 60.3 74.3
Wangaratta (RC) 19.1 13.8 25.9 19.7 14.7 25.9 61.2 541 67.8
Warrnambool (C) 26.9 21.4 33.2 20.1 15.6 25.5 53.0 46.7 59.3
Wellington (S) 22.4 15.8 30.7 17.7 13.5 22.7 59.8 51.8 67.4
West Wimmera (S) 20.6 15.4 271 15.2 11.0 20.6 64.2 57.4 70.4
Whitehorse (C) 20.9 15.4 27.7 19.1 14.1 25.5 60.0 53.5 66.1
Whittlesea (C) 18.7 14.6 23.6 19.2 15.2 23.8 62.0 56.7 67.1
Wodonga (RC) 28.5 22.5 35.4 16.4 12.2 21.8 54.7 48.3 61.0
Wyndham (C) 34.4 29.7 39.5 19.9 16.1 24.5 45.6 40.8 50.5
Yarra (C) 19.5 14.6 25.6 19.5 15.0 25.1 60.5 541 66.5
Yarra Ranges (S) 16.6 121 22.5 13.6 10.0 18.2 69.4 63.1 75.1
Yarriambiack (S) 16.1 10.1 24.8 13.2 8.5 19.9 70.7 62.2 77.9
Victoria 22.4 21.6 23.3 18.9 18.1 19.7 58.5 57.6 59.5
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2.2 Diversity

Tolerance of diversity, or an ability to get along with individuals
of different cultural and social backgrounds, is a key aspect

of social cohesion and may give an indication of the level of
bridging social capital. The 2011-12 survey asked respondents
whether they thought multiculturalism (as a general concept)
made life in their area better. Table 2.10 shows tolerance of
diversity, by age group and sex.

More than half (50.9 per cent) of Victorian people thought
multiculturalism definitely made life in their area better, and a
further 26.4 per cent thought it made life in their area better

sometimes. On average, 7.1 per cent of the population thought
multiculturalism was not applicable to their area, and 11.5 per
cent thought multiculturalism did not make life better in their area.

Significantly higher proportions of men overall and men aged

65 years or over did not think that multiculturalism made life in
their area better compared with their females counterparts. Of
the men and women who did think that multiculturalism definitely
made life in their area better, the proportions declined with age.
Both men and women aged 65 years or over showed the least
tolerance of multiculturalism.

Table 2.10: Tolerance of diversity,? by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely Not applicable
95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI
% LL UL LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
18-24 10.2 7.3 1441 30.6 254  36.3 54.5 48.7 60.2 3.3* 1.9 5.7
25-34 8.6 6.3 11.7 30.0 257 3438 55.5 50.4 60.4 3.0* 1.8 4.9
35-44 10.3 86 1238 258 231 287 56.6 53.4 59.7 4.4 3.5 5.6
45-54 132 114 152 275 251 301 49.5 46.8 52.3 6.6 5.5 8.0
55-64 14.8 13.0 16.7 22.5 204 248 49.5 46.9 52.2 8.6 7.4 10.0
65+ 201 185 219 216 200 234 39.8 37.7 41.9 11.7 106 130
Total 131 121 14.0 26.3 249 277 50.6 49.0 52.2 6.3 5.8 6.9
Females
18-24 8.4 6.0 117 26.8 223 318 60.7 55.3 65.8 3.0* 1.7 5.1
25-34 7.2 5.6 9.4 27.0 23.8 304 57.6 53.8 61.2 4.8 3.5 6.5
35-44 9.3 8.0 109 272 251 294 54.9 52.5 57.3 5.8 4.9 6.8
45-54 9.9 86 114 284 264 305 50.3 481 52.5 7.7 6.7 8.8
55-64 1.4 101 129 26.7 248 287 47.9 45.8 50.1 9.7 86 108
65+ 143 131 156 242 2277 257 38.5 36.8 40.3 147 136 159
Total 10.1 9.4 10.8 26.6 25,5 27.7 51.4 50.1 52.6 7.7 7.2 8.3
Persons
18-24 9.3 74 118 287 252 325 57.5 53.6 61.4 3.1 2.1 4.6
25-34 7.9 6.4 9.8 285 258 314 56.5 53.4 59.6 3.9 2.9 5.1
35-44 9.8 87 11.0 265 248 283 55.7 53.8 57.7 5.1 4.5 5.9
45-54 1.5 104 127 28.0 264 296 49.9 48.1 51.7 7.2 6.4 8.0
55-64 131 120 14.2 247 232 262 48.7 47.0 50.4 9.2 84 10.0
65+ 16.9 15.9 18.0 23.0 219 242 39.1 37.8 40.4 13.4 12.5 14.2
Total 115 109 121 264 255 274 50.9 50.0 51.9 71 6.7 7.5

a. Respondents were asked ‘Do you think that multiculturalism makes life in your area better?’.

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.
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Table 2.11 shows tolerance of diversity, by Department of
Health & Human Services region and sex. A significantly higher
proportion of Victorian men and women who were living in the
metropolitan area thought multiculturalism made life better

in their area compared with all Victorian men and women in
the rural regions, respectively. This difference may be largely
explained, however, by a higher proportion of people from
rural areas (14.5 per cent) reporting that multiculturalism was
not applicable to their area compared with those living in the
metropolitan area (4.4 per cent).

There were significantly higher proportions of men and women
who lived in all of the rural Department of Health & Human
Services regions who reported that multiculturalism was not
applicable to their area. With the exception of men and women
who lived in Barwon-South Western Region, there were
significantly lower proportions of men and women who lived

in the rural Department of Health & Human Services regions
who thought that multiculturalism made life in their area better
compared with all Victorian men and women, respectively. There
were significantly higher proportions of people who lived in
Gippsland and Hume Region who thought that multiculturalism
did not make life in their area better. By contrast men and
women who lived in Eastern Metropolitan Region were
significantly more likely to think that multiculturalism made life in
their area better compared with all Victorian men and women,
respectively.
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Table 2.11: Tolerance of diversity,® by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely Not applicable
95% ClI 95% CI 95% CI 95% CI
LL UL LL UL LL UL % LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 119 96 146 239 208 27.3 56.2 524 599 38 28 52
North & West Metropolitan 121 106 13.8 28.4 259 31.0 52.7 50.0 554 24 1.7 35
Southern Metropolitan 12.7 10.8 148 2569 23.0 290 529 49.7 56.1 5.4 4.3 6.7
Metropolitan males 121 111 133 265 249 282 536 51.8 554 38 32 45
Barwon-South Western 1563 107 214 23.1 17.1 306 46.4 406 52.3 124 101 15.0
Gippsland 191 158 23.0 28.7 246 382 372 328 419 11.7 96 142
Grampians 13.7 111 169 252 212 297 43.4 387 483 146 124 171
Hume 16.3 13.8 19.1 254 214 298 425 381 471 129 110 152
Loddon Mallee 16.4 13.4 20.0 271 235 31.0 36.5 323 410 13.0 110 153
Rural males 16.0 143 179 256 23.0 283 416 386 446 129 118 14.0
Total 131 121 14.0 26.3 249 27.7 50.6 49.0 52.2 6.3 58 6.9
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 9.4 7.8 11.2 237 21.0 265 591 56.0 621 4.3 3.4 5.3
North & West Metropolitan 10.5 9.3 117 274 255 293 542 521 56.2 3.1 2.5 3.8
Southern Metropolitan 99 85 117 26.3 24.0 289 516 489 544 72 60 86
Metropolitan females 100 9.2 109 262 249 275 545 53.0 559 48 43 54
Barwon-South Western 9.5 7.0 12.6 264 220 314 459 40.8 51.0 15.2 122 187
Gippsland 13.3 106 165 296 26.0 334 37.0 334 407 16.5 145 188
Grampians 9.7 72 130 276 238 317 424 384 465 174 152 199
Hume 111 9.3 13.2 294 265 325 419 388 451 144 127 16.2
Loddon Mallee 98 80 119 296 254 342 39.8 356 442 16.4 146 184
Rural females 104 93 117 285 26.6 30.6 416 394 437 16.0 149 173
Total 10.1 9.4 10.8 26.6 255 27.7 51.4 50.1 52.6 7.7 72 83
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 108 9.2 125 242 220 264 571 546 59.6 4.1 34 49
North & West Metropolitan 11.2 103 123 28.0 264 296 53.4 517 550 28 23 34
Southern Metropolitan 112 100 125 26.1 242 28.0 52.3 502 544 6.4 5.5 7.3
Metropolitan persons 111 104 11.8 264 253 275 54.0 528 55.1 44 40 438
Barwon-South Western 120 95 152 247 208 29.0 46.2 420 504 142 120 16.6
Gippsland 16.0 138 185 292 264 322 372 342 402 141 126 158
Grampians 114 9.6 135 26.4 235 295 43.1 399 464 16.2 145 180
Hume 13.7 121 154 275 250 302 42.1 393 4438 13.8 124 152
Loddon Mallee 126 107 14.8 28.1 248 316 382 349 416 15.0 135 16.6
Rural persons 131 120 14.2 27.0 254 287 416 39.7 435 145 138.7 154
Total 11.5 109 121 26.4 255 274 509 50.0 51.9 71 6.7 7.5

a. Respondents were asked ‘Do you think that multiculturalism makes life in your area better?’.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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Table 2.12 shows tolerance of diversity, by LGA. Of those who
reported that they did not think that multiculturalism made life
in their area better, indicating intolerance of diversity, there were
significantly higher proportions of people who lived in the LGAs
of Campaspe (S), East Gippsland (S), Greater Dandenong (C),
Greater Shepparton (C), Hume (C), Latrobe (C), Mildura (RC),
Mitchell (S), Swan Hill (RC) and Wyndham (C) compared with
all Victorian adults. By contrast there were significantly lower
proportions who lived in the LGAs of Corangamite (S), Darebin
(C), Hepburn (S), Manningham (C), Melbourne (C), Port Phillip
(C), Stonnington (C), Warrnambool (C) and Yarra (C) compared
with all Victorian adults.

Of those who did think that multiculturalism made life in

their area better, indicating tolerance of diversity, there were
significantly higher proportions of people who lived in the LGAs
of Boroondara (C), Darebin (C), Glen Eira (C), Manningham (C),
Maribyrnong (C), Melbourne (C), Port Philip (C), Stonnington
(C), Whitehorse (C) and Yarra (C) compared with all Victorian
adults. By contrast there were significantly lower proportions
who lived in the LGAs of Ararat (RC), Baw Baw (S), Buloke (S),
Campaspe (S), Cardinia (S), Central Goldfields (S), Corangamite
(S), East Gippsland (S), Gannawarra (S), Golden Plains (S),
Greater Bendigo (C), Greater Shepparton (C), Hume (C), Indigo
(S), Latrobe (C), Loddon (S), Mildura (RC), Mitchell (S), Moira
(S), Moorabool (S), Mornington Peninsula (S), Moyne (S),
Northern Grampians (S), Pyrenees (S), Southern Grampians (S),
Strathbogie (S), Swan Hill (RC), Towong (S), Wellington (S), West

Wimmera (S), Whittlesea (C), Wyndham (S) and Yarriambiack (S).
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Table 2.12: Tolerance of diversity, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely Not applicable
95% ClI 95% ClI 95% CI 95% ClI

% LL LL UL LL UL % LL UL

Alpine (S) 11.2* 52 224 119 85 162 59.7 49.7 ©69.0 159 10.7 23.0
Ararat (RC) 14.6 9.9 211 243 183 314 40.3 33.0 480 16.8 11.8 233
Ballarat (C) 10.2 71 144 28.0 227 3441 456 394 520 131 100 16.9
Banyule (C) 8.2 58 11.6 267 21.0 333 516 448 583 7.8 49 122
Bass Coast (S) 11.0 72 16.7 304 233 385 435 356 51.8 12.6 9.3 16.8
Baw Baw (S) 149 104 209 26.1 205 326 33.7 278 400 21.3 169 26.5
Bayside (C) 8.5 53 134 23.0 17.0 304 58.0 50.3 654 6.4 4.6 8.7
Benalla (RC) 11.3 82 154 238 172 321 440 365 518 191 1563 285
Boroondara (C) 9.8 59 156 176 133 23.0 67.3 605 733 2.1* 1.2 3.7
Brimbank (C) 1.7 89 153 320 270 375 48.7 431 544 > > i
Buloke (S) 9.3 6.5 132 182 135 241 411 334 492 29.7 222 385
Campaspe (S) 17.8 123 250 284 220 359 32.7 26.6 394 16.3 123 21.1
Cardinia (S) 166 119 201 29.0 239 346 325 273 383 18.3 147 224
Casey (C) 135 103 17.6 32.7 273 387 454 395 515 3.5 2.2 5.6
Central Goldfields (S) 10.4 72 146 240 16.4 33.6 38.0 287 483 245 189 31.1
Colac-Otway (S) 9.8 6.8 13.8 264 203 335 455 385 bB27 154 106 219
Corangamite (S) 6.0 3.9 9.2 269 202 348 29.83 223 373 36.0 287 440
Darebin (C) 5.3 3.6 7.6 186 142 2441 718 66.1 76.8 0.5* 0.2 1.3
East Gippsland (S) 21.3 158 280 29.8 234 370 31.0 251 377 158 119 205
Frankston (C) 13.0 96 174 28.1 228 340 447 382 51.3 9.2 57 145
Gannawarra (S) 9.1 6.5 128 295 218 386 35.7 279 444 232 192 278
Glen Eira (C) 7.7 47 122 16.2 123 2141 71.2 654 764 22 1.3 3.5
Glenelg (S) 11.6 7.3 179 247 181 328 446 36.6 529 16.4 13.3 20.1
Golden Plains (S) 14.9 9.9 219 145 112 185 411 339 487 26.0 198 333
Greater Bendigo (C) 9.0 6.0 132 31.8 24.0 407 36.3 288 445 141 112 176
Greater Dandenong (C) 157 124 198 27.3 225 328 50.3 447 56.0 1.2* 0.5 2.8
Greater Geelong (C) 144 103 19.8 243 185 31.3 482 408 558 10.3 74 142
Greater Shepparton (C) 182 145 226 37.8 302 461 36.5 289 448 3.8 25 5.8
Hepburn (S) 7.2 5.2 9.9 164 9.8 261 543 443 64.0 206 13.0 31.1
Hindmarsh (S) 10.8 76 152 245 182 320 448 36.6 53.3 17.0 114 246
Hobsons Bay (C) 11.0 8.0 148 322 265 384 521 457 584 0.7* 0.3 1.7
Horsham (RC) 10.9 82 143 30.7 209 427 464 36.1 57.0 9.3 6.4 133
Hume (C) 205 159 26.2 334 279 394 373 31.8 43.1 3.2* 1.9 5.4
Indigo (S) 8.5 53 134 238 17.8 311 431 365 500 205 156 26.3
Kingston (C) 11.8 85 16.1 247 19.6 30.6 555 491 616 4.7 3.1 71
Knox (C) 154 115 204 242 195 295 50.3 444 56.2 4.5 2.8 7.2
Latrobe (C) 204 158 259 31.3 259 372 37.8 318 441 5.9 3.8 9.2
Loddon (S) 11.2 75 164 299 223 388 279 219 348 284 229 347

a. Respondents were asked ‘Do you think that multiculturalism makes life in LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.

your area better?". Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using 10-year estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

age groups. * Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.  and should be interpreted with caution.
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval. ** Estimate has a RSE greater than 50 per cent and is not reported as it is

unreliable for general use.
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Table 2.12: Tolerance of diversity, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely Not applicable
95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI 95% CI

% LL UL LL UL LL UL % LL UL

Macedon Ranges (S) 10.8 71 161 186 141 242 46.8 401 53.6 21.2 165 26.9
Manningham (C) 6.9 4.7 101 25,3 19.7 319 63.5 56.8 69.7 1.4* 0.8 2.6
Mansfield (S) 8.8 55 138 15.0 103 213 523 445 599 21.3 165 27.2
Maribyrnong (C) 10.2 74 140 248 19.7 30.7 60.2 541 66.0 1.9* 1.0 3.8
Maroondah (C) 10.9 7.7 151 23.7 186 29.8 549 485 612 6.1 4.0 9.2
Melbourne (C) 4.6 3.0 7.0 155 114 206 75.7 701 80.5 2.5* 1.2 4.9
Melton (S) 14.0 103 187 33,5 284 390 457 401 515 1.9* 0.9 3.8
Mildura (RC) 16.7 126 220 35.2 286 423 379 318 444 7.0 46 10.6
Mitchell (S) 17.7 13.0 237 2r2 217 3385 374 309 444 141 105 187
Moira (S) 1.9 83 16.7 33.0 26.7 399 38.0 31.7 4438 136 103 17.8
Monash (C) 10.3 6.7 154 2771 224 336 582 517 644 0.5* 0.2 1.2
Moonee Valley (C) 8.1 50 128 315 254 384 545 479 609 2.0* 1.1 3.6
Moorabool (S) 13.5 9.9 180 316 260 378 373 314 436 15.7 121 203
Moreland (C) 9.8 74 128 269 210 336 58.0 515 642 i i h
Mornington Peninsula (S) 11.5 72 17.8 279 220 346 411 344 482 179 132 237
Mount Alexander (S) 9.2* 47 17.2 152 106 21.3 50.0 51.1 664 13.7 11.0 16.9
Moyne (S) 9.8 6.7 142 205 1563 270 394 318 475 27.0 198 357
Murrindindi (S) 8.2 56 11.8 19.7 1381 284 439 355 526 256 19.2 333
Nillumbik (S) 10.4 69 153 21.0 157 276 52.3 453 593 146 105 1938
Northern Grampians (S) 10.1* 54 184 304 21.0 417 35.8 287 436 18.7 151 229
Port Phillip (C) 4.7 3.2 6.9 23.0 17.0 30.3 66.5 59.1 732 2.0* 1.1 3.6
Pyrenees (S) 9.0 6.2 13.0 250 1577 374 298 222 388 326 218 457
Queenscliffe (B) 7.6” 3.8 1438 20.8* 12.0 334 51.0 40.7 61.3 19.0 135 261
South Gippsland (S) 9.0 56 1441 244 172 33.6 46.8 38.3 554 176 137 222
Southern Grampians (S) 9.1 6.3 13.0 278 199 374 35.7 283 438 25.7 209 312
Stonnington (C) 6.7 43 10.2 245 19.0 31.0 62.7 56.1 689 3.6* 2.0 6.4
Strathbogie (S) 13.5 9.5 188 28.7 19.7 39.7 342 253 444 219 16.8 281
Surf Coast (S) 10.0” 51 189 156 109 219 55,9 477 63.7 161 119 213
Swan Hill (RC) 20.0 142 272 401 334 472 339 275 410 3.7 2.4 5.5
Towong (S) 11.3 74 170 202 138 285 37.3 302 450 296 240 359
Wangaratta (RC) 12.5 82 185 25,1 19.2 3241 439 372 509 16.8 125 222
Warrnambool (C) 7.7 55 107 309 251 374 443 38.0 50.8 10.7 71 157
Wellington (S) 11.6 79 16.6 31.7 239 406 37.7 301 459 16.3 13.0 203
West Wimmera (S) 10.4 71 150 26.8 209 337 31.9 259 386 28.8 238 344
Whitehorse (C) 8.6 6.0 121 273 21.7 3387 60.2 535 66.4 0.8* 0.3 1.8
Whittlesea (C) 143 112 180 321 270 376 440 38.3 498 2.5% 11 5.7
Wodonga (RC) 12.6 84 185 2563 203 3141 480 412 550 9.3 59 143
Wyndham (C) 175 136 222 325 276 378 431 37.7 487 2.9* 1.7 5.0
Yarra (C) 5.4* 3.0 9.6 149 105 209 727 644 797 * * .
Yarra Ranges (S) 13.2 9.4 182 23.0 174 298 435 372 501 159 115 215
Yarriambiack (S) 9.3 6.2 137 221 163 293 371 294 455 30.0 23.1 380
Victoria 115 109 1241 265 256 275 51.0 50.0 52.0 7.0 6.7 7.4
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2.3 Social and support networks

Families, friends and neighbours are among the more immediate
sources of care and support for individuals if they need help with
everyday activities or unforeseen emergencies. They are part

of the social environment in which people spend a large part of
each day and in which children grow and develop. Social and
support networks refer to informal relationships that individuals
have with family, friends, neighbours and other members of their
community. These networks often serve as a resource, providing
individuals with information or emotional, practical and financial
support. These resources are often provided to an individual
without obligation, except for a norm of reciprocity. At a social
level, social and support networks provide individuals with a
sense of belonging.

Another layer of support within the community is provided

by volunteer-based organisations and support groups from
which many individuals receive their help. Volunteer-based
organisations provide a vehicle for individuals or groups to
address human, environmental and social needs. Support
groups provide an opportunity for people to share experiences
with others with similar backgrounds or experiences.

Able to get help from family, friends and neighbours

The Victorian Population Health Survey asked respondents
whether they were able to get help from family, friends and
neighbours when needed. Table 2.13 shows the ability of people
to get help from family, by age group and sex. The majority of
people (82.5 per cent) reported they could definitely get help
from family. A further 10.8 per cent reported that they could
sometimes get help, while 6.4 per cent reported that they could
not or not often get help from family. There was no difference
between the sexes.

Significantly higher proportions of men and women aged
18-24 years and women aged 65 years or over reported they
could get help from family compared with all Victorian men
and women, respectively. By contrast a significantly lower
proportion of men and women aged 35-44 years reported
they could get help from family compared with all Victorian
men and women, respectively.
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Table 2.13: Able to get help from family, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
R G 95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI
(years) LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
18-24 1.1* 0.5 2.3 7.6 5.4 10.6 91.4 88.3 93.7
25-34 3.4 2.2 5.2 11.8 9.0 156.2 84.7 81.0 87.8
35-44 8.1 6.4 10.1 15.5 13.3 17.9 76.2 73.3 78.8
45-54 6.8 5.6 8.3 12.4 10.7 14.3 80.3 78.0 82.4
55-64 5.4 4.4 6.6 10.5 9.0 12.2 83.5 81.4 85.3
65+ 6.8 5.9 7.8 7.2 6.2 8.4 85.2 83.7 86.6
Total 5.4 4.9 6.0 111 10.2 12.0 83.1 82.0 84.1
Females
18-24 3.2* 1.6 6.0 8.0 5.6 1.3 88.4 84.5 91.5
25-34 7.3 5.6 9.4 10.3 8.3 12.7 81.4 78.3 84.1
35-44 10.7 9.3 12.2 14.0 12.4 15.7 74.8 72.7 76.8
45-54 8.8 7.7 10.1 1.7 10.4 138.2 79.2 77.4 80.9
55-64 6.7 5.7 7.7 8.8 7.7 10.1 84.1 82.5 85.5
65+ 6.4 5.6 7.2 8.3 7.4 9.4 84.7 83.4 85.9
Total 7.4 6.8 8.0 10.2 9.5 11.0 81.8 80.9 82.7
Persons
18-24 2.1* 1.2 3.5 7.8 6.1 9.9 89.9 87.5 91.9
25-34 5.3 4.3 6.7 11.0 9.2 131 83.1 80.7 85.2
35-44 9.4 8.3 10.6 14.7 13.4 16.2 75.5 73.7 77.2
45-54 7.9 7.0 8.8 121 11.0 13.2 79.7 78.3 81.1
55-64 6.1 5.4 6.8 9.6 8.7 10.7 83.8 82.5 84.9
65+ 6.5 5.9 7.2 7.8 7.1 8.6 84.9 83.9 85.8
Total 6.4 6.0 6.8 10.6 10.1 11.2 82.5 81.8 83.2

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.

Table 2.14 shows the ability of people to get help from friends,
by age group and sex. The majority of people (81.9 per cent)
reported they could definitely get help from friends. A further
12.9 per cent reported that they could sometimes get help,
while 4.5 per cent reported that they could not or not often

get help from friends. A significantly higher proportion of men
than women reported ‘sometimes’ being able to get help from
friends; however, there was no difference between the sexes in
those that definitely could or could not get help from friends.

A significantly higher proportion of women aged 18-24 years
reported that they could get help from friends compared with all
Victorian women. By contrast a significantly lower proportion of
women aged 65 years or over reported they could get help from
friends compared with all Victorian women. Men and women
aged 65 years or over were significantly more likely not to be
able to get help from friends compared with all Victorian men
and women, respectively.
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Table 2.14: Able to get help from friends, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
RO ET 95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI
(years) LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
18-24 2.3 1.1 4.9 11.8 8.6 16.1 85.8 81.3 89.4
25-34 2.6* 1.3 4.8 156.3 11.9 19.5 82.2 77.8 85.8
35-44 4.8 35 6.5 16.9 14.6 19.5 77.9 75.0 80.5
45-54 4.1 3.2 5.3 14.9 13.0 16.9 80.4 78.2 82.5
55-64 5.1 4.0 6.5 12.5 10.8 14.4 81.7 79.5 83.7
65+ 7.0 5.9 8.2 10.6 9.4 12.0 81.2 79.5 82.8
Total 4.5 3.9 5.1 14.0 12.9 15.2 81.0 79.7 82.2
Females
18-24 1.7* 0.8 3.7 9.8 6.8 13.8 88.0 83.8 91.3
25-34 3.7 2.4 5.4 13.6 11.3 16.3 82.0 78.9 84.7
35-44 3.9 3.0 5.0 13.3 11.8 15.0 82.3 80.3 84.0
45-54 4.6 3.7 5.7 12.5 11.1 141 82.5 80.7 84.1
55-64 4.7 3.9 5.7 10.0 8.8 1.8 84.6 83.0 86.0
65+ 7.9 7.0 8.9 10.9 9.8 121 80.0 78.5 81.5
Total 4.6 4.1 5.1 11.8 11.0 12.7 82.9 81.9 83.8
Persons
18-24 2.0* 1.2 3.5 10.8 8.5 13.7 86.9 83.9 89.4
25-34 3.1 2.2 4.4 14.5 12.3 16.9 82.1 79.5 84.4
35-44 4.4 3.5 5.3 15.1 13.7 16.6 80.1 78.4 81.7
45-54 4.4 3.7 5.1 13.7 12.5 15.0 81.5 80.1 82.8
55-64 4.9 4.2 5.7 11.2 10.2 12.3 83.2 81.8 84.4
65+ 7.5 6.8 8.3 10.8 9.9 1.7 80.6 79.4 81.6
Total 4.5 4.2 4.9 12.9 12.3 13.7 81.9 81.1 82.7

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.
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Table 2.15 shows the ability of people to get help from
neighbours, by age group and sex. Just over half of people
(54.4 per cent) reported they could definitely get help from
neighbours. A further 23.0 per cent reported that they could
sometimes get help, while 21.2 per cent reported that they
could not or not often get help from neighbours.

A significantly higher proportion of men than women reported
‘sometimes’ being able to get help from neighbours; however,
there was no difference between the sexes in those that
definitely could or could not get help from neighbours. Being
able to get help from neighbours was related to age, with higher
proportions of those in older age groups reporting they definitely
were able to get help.

Table 2.15: Able to get help from neighbours, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
RETE e 95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI
(years) LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
18-24 324 27.2 38.0 271 224 32.4 39.3 33.8 451
25-34 26.0 22.0 30.6 31.5 27.0 36.4 39.1 34.3 44.2
35-44 19.3 16.9 22.0 25.1 22.4 28.0 53.2 50.0 56.4
45-54 15.7 18.7 17.8 26.2 23.8 28.8 56.1 53.3 58.9
55-64 16.5 14.6 18.6 19.1 17.1 21.3 61.8 59.2 64.4
65+ 13.7 12.3 15.3 12.8 1.5 14.4 69.9 67.9 71.8
Total 20.5 19.2 21.9 23.6 22.2 25.0 53.4 51.8 54.9
Females
18-24 29.9 25.1 35.1 28.8 24.2 34.0 40.1 34.9 45.4
25-34 24.3 21.2 27.6 24.4 21.2 27.8 49.2 45.5 53.0
35-44 22.8 20.8 24.9 22.1 20.1 241 53.4 51.0 55.8
45-54 21.2 19.4 23.1 19.7 18.0 21.6 57.7 55.5 59.9
55-64 16.7 15.2 18.4 17.2 15.6 18.8 63.7 61.6 65.8
65+ 16.2 14.9 17.6 13.6 12.4 14.9 67.3 65.5 68.9
Total 21.8 20.7 22.9 20.6 19.5 21.7 55.5 54.2 56.7
Persons
18-24 31.1 27.6 34.9 28.0 24.6 31.6 39.7 35.9 43.6
25-34 25.2 22.6 27.9 28.0 25.2 31.0 441 41.0 47.3
35-44 211 19.5 22.8 23.6 21.9 25.3 53.3 51.3 55.3
45-54 18.5 171 19.9 22.9 21.4 24.5 56.9 55.2 58.7
55-64 16.6 15.4 17.9 18.1 16.8 19.5 62.8 61.1 64.4
65+ 15.1 144 16.1 13.3 12.3 14.2 68.5 67.2 69.7
Total 21.2 20.3 221 221 21.2 23.0 54.4 53.4 55.4

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

The trends over time from 2005 to 2011-12 of the ability to get
help from family, friends or neighbours were investigated. There
were no significant changes in the proportions of men or women
able to get help from family, friends or neighbours from 2005 to
2011-12 (data not shown).

Table 2.16 shows the ability of people to get help from family,

by Department of Health & Human Services region, respectively.
Similar proportions of men and women were able or not able to
get help from family in rural compared with metropolitan Victoria.
There were no notable significant differences between the
regions compared with Victoria.
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Table 2.16: Able to get help from family, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
95% ClI 95% CI 95% CI
LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 5.4 4.2 7.0 10.7 8.6 13.1 83.5 80.8 85.9
North & West Metropolitan 5.9 4.9 7.2 11.8 10.2 13.6 81.8 79.7 837
Southern Metropolitan 4.7 3.7 5.8 11.0 9.1 138.3 83.9 81.5 86.0
Metropolitan males 5.4 4.7 6.1 11.2 10.1 12.4 82.9 81.6 84.2
Barwon-South Western 5.2 3.7 7.4 78 5.5 10.0 87.2 84.0 89.9
Gippsland 7.2 5.4 9.4 13.0 10.2 16.4 79.8 76.2  83.0
Grampians 6.1 4.2 8.6 8.8 6.8 11.2 84.9 817 87.6
Hume 47 3.7 6.0 14.0 111 17.4 80.9 774 84.0
Loddon Mallee 5.1 3.9 6.6 1.1 8.4 14.5 83.5 80.0 86.5
Rural males 5.6 4.8 6.4 104 9.2 11.7 83.9 823 853
Total 5.4 4.9 6.0 111 10.2 12.0 83.1 82.0 84.1
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 6.4 51 7.9 104 8.7 12.3 82.8 80.5 84.9
North & West Metropolitan 7.7 6.8 8.7 10.0 8.8 11.3 81.6 80.0 83.1
Southern Metropolitan 7.6 6.3 9.2 10.1 8.6 11.8 81.4 79.2 834
Metropolitan females 7.3 6.6 8.0 10.2 9.3 111 81.9 80.8 83.0
Barwon-South Western 6.7 4.8 9.2 9.4 6.8 12.8 83.9 79.9 87.2
Gippsland 6.2 4.8 8.1 11.3 9.3 13.7 82.1 79.4  84.6
Grampians 7.3 5.5 9.7 9.1 71 11.5 83.2 80.1 85.9
Hume 7.2 5.9 8.8 11.0 9.2 13.1 81.5 79.0 837
Loddon Mallee 11.2 7.6 16.2 11.2 9.4 13.3 77.3 725 814
Rural females 7.8 6.6 9.3 10.4 9.3 11.6 81.5 79.8 83.1
Total 7.4 6.8 8.0 10.2 9.5 11.0 81.8 809 827
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 5.8 4.9 6.8 10.6 9.2 121 83.1 81.4 84.8
North & West Metropolitan 6.8 6.1 7.6 10.9 9.9 12.0 81.7 80.4  83.0
Southern Metropolitan 6.1 5.3 71 10.6 9.3 12.0 82.6 81.0 84.1
Metropolitan persons 6.3 5.8 6.8 10.7 10.0 114 82.4 81.6 83.3
Barwon-South Western 6.1 4.7 7.8 8.4 6.6 10.7 85.4 82.7 87.8
Gippsland 6.7 5.5 8.1 121 10.3 14.1 81.1 78.8 83.1
Grampians 6.6 5.3 8.3 8.8 7.4 10.4 84.3 82.1 86.2
Hume 6.0 5.1 7.0 12.5 10.8 14.5 81.2 79.1 83.2
Loddon Mallee 8.3 6.1 11.2 11.2 9.5 131 80.1 770 829
Rural persons 6.7 6.0 7.6 10.4 9.5 1.3 82.7 81.5 838
Total 6.4 6.0 6.8 10.6 10.1 11.2 82.5 81.8 83.2

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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Table 2.17 shows the ability of people to get help from friends,
by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex.
Similar proportions of men and women were able or not able
to get help from friends in rural compared with metropolitan
Victoria. However, women who lived in North & West
Metropolitan Region were significantly less likely to be able

to get help from friends compared with all Victorian women.

By contrast a significantly higher proportion of people who lived
in Hume Region reported that they were most definitely able to
get help from friends compared with all Victorian adults.
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Table 2.17: Able to get help from friends, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
95% ClI 95% CI 95% CI
LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 4.0 3.0 5.4 14.8 12.3 17.6 80.5 77.5 83.2
North & West Metropolitan 5.7 4.6 7.0 14.3 12.4 16.3 79.4 771 81.5
Southern Metropolitan 3.8 2.9 4.9 14.2 12.1 16.5 81.5 79.1 83.8
Metropolitan males 4.7 4.0 5.4 14.3 13.1 15.7 80.4 79.0 81.8
Barwon-South Western 4.6" 1.7 11.6 14.8 9.7 21.7 80.6 72.2 86.9
Gippsland 4.6 3.2 6.6 121 9.5 15.3 82.7 793 857
Grampians 3.9 2.8 5.4 15.0 11.3 19.5 80.7 76.1 84.6
Hume 3.6 2.3 5.6 1.4 9.1 141 84.8 816 874
Loddon Mallee 5.2* 3.1 8.6 12.3 9.4 16.1 82.1 77.5 85.9
Rural males 4.3 3.2 5.8 135 11.2 16.3 81.9 789 845
Total 4.5 3.9 5.1 14.0 12.9 15.2 81.0 79.7 822
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 3.9 3.0 5.0 1.7 9.9 13.7 84.0 81.8 86.0
North & West Metropolitan 6.2 5.3 7.2 12.9 11.6 14.4 79.8 78.1 81.4
Southern Metropolitan 4.1 3.2 5.2 11.5 9.8 13.6 83.4 81.1 85.5
Metropolitan females 4.9 4.4 5.5 121 11.2 13.1 82.1 80.9 83.2
Barwon-South Western 41 2.7 6.3 9.7 7.4 12.5 86.1 82.9 88.8
Gippsland 3.5 2.6 4.6 11.3 9.0 14.0 84.7 819 87.2
Grampians 4.0 3.0 5.3 9.8 7.9 121 85.9 83.4 88.1
Hume 3.1 2.3 4.1 11.6 9.6 14.0 85.2 82.7 87.4
Loddon Mallee 3.6 2.7 4.7 14.0 10.5 18.4 82.2 778 859
Rural females 3.7 3.2 4.4 11.2 9.9 12.7 84.8 832 86.2
Total 4.6 41 5.1 11.8 11.0 12.7 82.9 819 838
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 4.0 3.3 4.9 134 11.8 15.2 82.0 80.1 83.8
North & West Metropolitan 6.0 5.2 6.8 13.6 125 14.8 79.6 782  80.9
Southern Metropolitan 3.9 3.3 4.7 12.8 11.4 14.3 82.5 80.9 84.1
Metropolitan persons 4.8 4.3 5.2 13.2 124 141 81.3 80.4 82.2
Barwon-South Western 4.2* 2.5 7.0 12.6 9.1 17.2 83.1 781 87.2
Gippsland 4.1 3.2 5.1 11.8 10.0 13.8 83.7 815 857
Grampians 3.9 3.1 4.8 12.5 10.1 15.2 83.3 80.5 857
Hume 3.3 2.5 4.3 11.4 9.9 13.2 85.1 83.1 86.8
Loddon Mallee 4.2 3.1 5.8 13.4 10.7 16.8 82.0 78.6 85.0
Rural persons 4.0 3.3 4.7 12.4 10.9 14.1 83.3 81.6 84.9
Total 12.9 12.3 13.7 81.9 81.1 82.7

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.
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Table 2.18 shows the ability of people to get help from
neighbours, by Department of Health & Human Services region
and sex. In contrast to the findings for family and friends, which
showed no significant differences by rurality, men and women
who lived in rural compared with metropolitan Victoria were
significantly more likely to report being able to get help from
their neighbours. The same was found in all rural Department of
Health & Human Services regions with the exception of Loddon
Mallee Region. Conversely, people who lived in North & West
Metropolitan Region were significantly less likely to report being
able to get help from their neighbours.
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Table 2.18: Able to get help from neighbours, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
95% ClI 95% CI 95% CI
LL UL UL LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 20.5 17.5 23.9 24.3 21.1 27.7 53.0 492  56.7
North & West Metropolitan 23.7 214 26.2 23.9 21.6 26.3 49.7 471 52.3
Southern Metropolitan 20.0 17.4 22.7 28.0 25.0 31.1 49.1 46.1 52.2
Metropolitan males 218 203 234 25.0 23.4 26.7 50.5 48.7 52.3
Barwon-South Western 12.9 8.5 19.1 171 13.9 20.9 66.8 59.9 73.1
Gippsland 20.0 16.3  24.3 19.4 15.8 23.5 58.6 53.9  63.1
Grampians 16.3 13.3 19.8 19.3 15.3 23.9 62.2 57.3  66.8
Hume 14.6 11.6 18.3 191 15.5 23.4 64.2 59.7 68.5
Loddon Mallee 22.3 184  26.9 17.3 14.3 20.7 58.0 53.4 625
Rural males 16.8 14.6 19.3 18.3 16.5 20.3 62.4 59.3 654
Total 205 19.2 219 23.6 22.2 25.0 53.4 51.8 54.9
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 20.4 17.7 23.3 21.7 18.5 25.3 55.7 52.0 59.3
North & West Metropolitan 24.4 22.5 26.3 21.2 19.5 23.0 52.4 50.2 54.5
Southern Metropolitan 22.3 20.0 24.8 22.1 19.8 24.6 52.6 499 553
Metropolitan females 22.7 21.4 241 21.5 20.2 22.9 53.4 51.9 54.9
Barwon-South Western 18.5 14.6 231 18.3 14.2 23.1 62.1 56.7 67.1
Gippsland 19.5 16.4 22.9 18.2 15.1 21.8 60.9 57.3 644
Grampians 20.2 16.7 24.2 16.9 13.6 20.8 61.2 57.0  65.1
Hume 171 14.7 19.8 17.2 15.0 19.7 64.7 61.5 67.8
Loddon Mallee 19.7 15.9 241 19.0 15.1 23.5 60.5 56.1 64.8
Rural females 19.1 17.3 20.9 18.0 16.2 19.9 61.8 59.7  63.8
Total 21.8 207 229 20.6 19.5 21.7 0585 54.2  56.7
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 20.7 186 230 22.8 20.6 25.1 54.3 51.8 56.9
North & West Metropolitan 240 225 25.6 22.5 21.1 24.0 51.0 493  b2.7
Southern Metropolitan 21.2 19.5 23.0 25.0 23.1 27.0 50.9 48.8 52.9
Metropolitan persons 22.3 21.3 23.3 23.3 22.2 24.3 51.9 50.7 53.1
Barwon-South Western 15.7 12.7 19.2 18.0 15.0 21.5 63.9 59.3 68.4
Gippsland 19.9 174 226 18.8 16.3 21.6 59.6 56.6  62.6
Grampians 17.9 15.5 20.5 18.2 15.4 21.2 61.9 58.6  65.2
Hume 15.9 13.9 18.2 18.1 15.9 20.5 64.6 618 67.3
Loddon Mallee 21.7 184 256 17.7 15.1 20.7 58.8 556.3  B2.2
Rural persons 18.1 16.6 19.6 18.1 16.8 19.5 62.0 60.1 63.8
Total 21.2 20.3 221 221 21.2 23.0 54.4 534 55.4

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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Table 2.19 shows the ability of people to get help from family,
by LGA. Significantly higher proportions of people who lived in
the LGAs of Gannawarra (S), Golden Plains (S) and Horsham
(RC) were definitely able to get help from family compared with
all Victorian adults. By contrast there was a significantly lower
proportion of people who could definitely get help from family in
the LGA of Hume (C) compared with all Victorian people.

There was a significantly higher proportion of people who lived
in the LGA of Melbourne (C) who were unable to get help from
family compared with all Victorian adults. Conversely, there were
significantly lower proportions of people who lived in the LGAs
of Gannawarra (S) and Queenscliffe (B) who were unable to get
help from family compared with all Victorian adults.
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Table 2.19: Able to get help from family, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% CI 95% CI 95% CI

LL UL LL UL LL UL
Alpine (S) 11.5* 5.8 21.6 16.2* 9.0 27.5 72.2 61.7 80.7
Ararat (RC) 8.0 4.9 12.9 6.1 4.2 8.7 85.5 80.5 89.3
Ballarat (C) 5.9 3.7 9.2 8.2 5.7 11.7 85.7 81.4 89.2
Banyule (C) 4.6 3.1 6.8 7.7* 4.7 12.5 87.3 82.4 90.9
Bass Coast (S) 5.5 3.4 8.6 14.4 9.6 20.9 79.7 73.2 84.9
Baw Baw (S) 7.0 4.7 10.2 10.7 7.3 15.5 82.0 76.8 86.3
Bayside (C) 6.6 4.2 10.2 10.1 6.4 15.6 83.1 77 87.8
Benalla (RC) 6.7 4.6 9.7 11.8 7.2 18.7 81.3 74.5 86.7
Boroondara (C) 6.1 4.3 8.4 1.7 8.2 16.4 81.5 76.4 85.7
Brimbank (C) 9.0 6.3 12.8 9.9 7.2 13.3 79.1 74.3 83.2
Buloke (S) 6.5 4.4 9.5 15.0 9.1 23.9 78.2 69.7 84.9
Campaspe (S) 5.6 3.8 8.1 7.3 4.8 10.9 87.0 83.0 90.1
Cardinia (S) 5.8 3.9 8.4 9.1 6.5 12.4 85.2 81.3 88.4
Casey (C) 5.2 3.3 8.2 12.2 9.0 16.2 81.9 77.3 85.7
Central Goldfields (S) 5.6 3.6 8.6 11.8 8.3 16.4 82.5 77.5 86.5
Colac-Otway (S) 7.0 4.4 11.0 10.4 6.3 16.7 82.3 75.5 87.5
Corangamite (S) 8.4 5.2 13.4 9.9 6.3 15.3 81.7 75.2 86.8
Darebin (C) 5.6 3.7 8.5 14.3 10.6 18.9 79.6 74.6 83.9
East Gippsland (S) 6.7* 4.0 10.9 11.3 7.7 16.4 81.9 76.1 86.5
Frankston (C) 6.1 4.0 9.1 9.6 6.6 13.7 84.4 79.9 88.0
Gannawarra (S) 3.1 1.9 4.8 6.3 4.3 9.2 90.5 87.5 92.9
Glen Eira (C) 4.6 2.9 71 9.4 5.9 14.6 85.0 79.4 89.2
Glenelg (S) 6.2 4.1 9.3 11.2 6.9 17.7 82.6 76.1 87.6
Golden Plains (S) 4.0 2.6 6.1 6.5 4.5 9.3 89.4 86.2 92.0
Greater Bendigo (C) 11.4* 6.6 19.0 12.7 8.9 17.6 75.8 67.9 82.2
Greater Dandenong (C) 71 4.8 10.2 10.3 7.4 141 81.3 76.7 85.2
Greater Geelong (C) 6.0 3.8 9.3 6.8 4.4 10.4 87.2 82.8 90.6
Greater Shepparton (C) 5.2 3.4 8.1 12.9 8.4 19.3 81.4 74.9 86.5
Hepburn (S) 8.4 6.1 11.6 11.9* 6.0 221 79.7 70.3 86.6
Hindmarsh (S) 9.3 5.3 16.0 121 7.8 18.3 78.4 70.7 84.5
Hobsons Bay (C) 5.1 3.4 7.6 13.7 9.7 19.0 80.6 75.2 85.1
Horsham (RC) 4.7 3.0 7.2 7.4 5.2 10.5 87.7 84.1 90.6
Hume (C) 7.9 5.5 1.2 15.2 10.7 21.0 75.8 69.9 80.9
Indigo (S) 5.3* 3.2 8.8 13.0 8.9 18.7 81.6 75.8 86.2
Kingston (C) 5.4 3.5 8.0 11.9 8.1 17.0 82.1 76.7 86.4
Knox (C) 9.1 6.3 12.8 1.2 7.9 15.5 79.2 741 83.4
Latrobe (C) 7.0 4.7 10.4 12.4 8.9 174 80.6 75.5 84.8
Loddon (S) 7.2 4.7 10.6 16.4* 9.3 27.3 76.0 65.9 83.8

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using 10-year LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.

age groups. Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/ estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

rural. * Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval. and should be interpreted with caution.
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Table 2.19: Able to get help from family, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI

LL UL LL UL LL UL
Macedon Ranges (S) 6.2* 3.5 10.7 134 9.6 18.4 80.3 74.5 85.1
Manningham (C) 5.0 2.9 8.6 11.1 7.5 16.2 83.9 78.4 88.2
Mansfield (S) 7.7 5.2 11.3 7.7 5.2 11.2 84.6 80.1 88.2
Maribyrnong (C) 7.7 5.2 11.3 10.3 7.6 13.7 80.9 76.3 84.8
Maroondah (C) 4.4 2.8 6.8 10.7 7.1 16.0 84.9 79.5 89.0
Melbourne (C) 9.6 7.0 13.0 1.7 8.4 16.1 78.0 73.0 82.3
Melton (S) 7.0 4.8 10.2 9.8 7.0 13.6 82.6 78.1 86.3
Mildura (RC) 6.5 4.4 9.6 10.7 7.6 14.9 81.5 76.5 85.6
Mitchell (S) 4.9 3.1 7.5 12.2 8.7 16.7 82.2 77.3 86.3
Moira (S) 8.1 5.5 11.8 11.0 7.0 16.9 80.8 74.6 85.8
Monash (C) 6.2 4.2 9.0 10.3 7.2 14.7 83.2 78.5 87.0
Moonee Valley (C) 5.9 3.8 9.0 8.1 5.3 12.2 86.0 81.3 89.6
Moorabool (S) 7.3 4.9 10.8 10.5 7.5 14.7 81.1 76.1 85.2
Moreland (C) 7.2 5.0 10.2 10.7 7.4 15.3 82.0 771 86.0
Mornington Peninsula (S) 5.7* 3.2 10.1 8.8 59 12.9 85.4 80.1 89.4
Mount Alexander (S) 8.9 6.0 12.9 12.3 8.9 16.8 78.4 73.1 82.8
Moyne (S) 6.0 3.7 9.8 10.2 7.5 13.8 83.8 79.2 87.5
Murrindindi (S) 5.4 3.4 8.4 14.4 8.7 22.8 80.2 71.9 86.5
Nillumbik (S) 3.8 2.3 6.4 10.1 6.8 14.9 85.4 80.3 89.3
Northern Grampians (S) 5.8* 3.5 9.6 8.6" 5.0 14.4 85.1 78.9 89.8
Port Phillip (C) 8.0 5.0 12.4 8.2 5.1 12.9 83.5 77.8 88.0
Pyrenees (S) 6.6 4.3 10.1 9.7 6.7 13.9 83.6 78.8 87.4
Queenscliffe (B) 2.2* 0.9 5.3 9.4* 5.3 16.2 88.3 81.5 92.8
South Gippsland (S) 6.8 4.2 10.7 7.8 5.3 1.4 85.3 80.6 89.1
Southern Grampians (S) 4.9 2.5 9.3 9.4 6.8 13.0 85.6 80.7 89.4
Stonnington (C) 7.4 5.1 10.7 11.4 7.6 17.0 79.2 73.0 84.2
Strathbogie (S) 5.9 3.8 9.1 10.3 6.8 15.3 83.5 78.1 87.9
Surf Coast (S) 8.9 5.4 14.2 121 7.5 19.0 78.7 .7 84.4
Swan Hill (RC) 5.1 3.0 8.7 7.2 4.8 10.6 87.7 83.3 91.1
Towong (S) 5.9 4.0 8.7 10.6 7.1 15.5 83.2 78.0 87.3
Wangaratta (RC) 5.5 3.5 8.6 9.9 7.1 13.7 84.5 80.0 88.1
Warrnambool (C) 4.3 2.9 6.3 1.7 8.1 16.5 83.8 78.9 87.7
Wellington (S) 5.7 3.6 9.1 13.6 9.5 19.0 80.5 74.6 85.3
West Wimmera (S) 6.0 3.9 9.1 12.3 8.5 17.5 81.7 76.2 86.2
Whitehorse (C) 4.7 2.9 7.4 9.5 6.8 13.1 84.7 80.6 88.1
Whittlesea (C) 5.1 3.3 7.8 10.7 7.8 14.5 841 79.9 87.6
Wodonga (RC) 5.3 3.3 8.6 11.2 8.0 15.4 83.0 78.3 86.8
Wyndham (C) 6.0 4.2 8.6 9.3 6.7 12.7 84.7 80.9 87.9
Yarra (C) 8.2 5.3 12.5 12.0 8.1 17.3 78.5 72.5 83.6
Yarra Ranges (S) 4.8 2.9 7.8 10.2 7.0 14.5 84.8 80.1 88.5
Yarriambiack (S) 4.6 3.0 6.9 13.4* 7.4 23.0 80.7 71.6 87.4
Victoria 6.3 5.9 6.8 10.6 10.0 11.2 82.6 81.9 83.3
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Table 2.20 shows the ability to get help from friends, by LGA.
There were significantly higher proportions of people who could
definitely get help from friends in the LGAs of Bayside (C),
Campaspe (S), Cardinia (S), Colac-Otway (S), East Gippsland
(S), Gannawarra (S), Mansfield (S), Moira (S), Northern
Grampians (S), South Gippsland (S), Southern Grampians (S),
Strathbogie (S), Swan Hill (RC), and Yarriambiack (S) compared
with all Victorian adults. By contrast there were significantly
lower proportions of people in the LGAs of Brimbank (C),
Greater Dandenong (C), Hume (C) and Maribyrnong (C)
compared with all Victorian adults.

There were significantly higher proportions of people who were
unable to get help from friends in the LGAs of Brimbank (C),
Darebin (C), Greater Dandenong (C) and Hume (C) compared
with all Victorian adults.
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Table 2.20: Able to get help from friends, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
95% Cl 95% CI 95% CI
LL LL UL LL UL
Alpine (S) 2.9* 1.6 5.4 11.7* 5.9 21.6 85.2 75.7 91.5
Ararat (RC) 2.7* 1.3 5.6 11.5 7.4 17.4 85.0 79.0 89.5
Ballarat (C) 3.6 2.2 5.8 13.1 8.9 19.0 82.7 76.8 87.4
Banyule (C) 3.1 2.0 4.9 15.4 10.5 221 80.2 73.6 85.5
Bass Coast (S) 4.9 2.3 10.2 13.0 8.2 19.9 82.1 74.6 87.7
Baw Baw (S) 4.5 2.7 7.2 13.6 9.9 18.5 80.9 75.7 85.2
Bayside (C) 1.9* 1.0 3.4 78 5.7 11.0 90.1 86.9 92.6
Benalla (RC) 2.0* 1.0 3.9 12.2 8.6 17.0 85.8 80.8 89.6
Boroondara (C) 5.5* 3.1 9.3 10.4 7.4 14.3 83.9 79.0 87.8
Brimbank (C) 9.5 6.6 13.3 13.6 9.9 18.4 74.7 69.4 79.4
Buloke (S) 4.0* 1.9 8.1 15.2* 9.1 24.2 78.5 69.8 85.2
Campaspe (S) 2.6" 1.4 4.9 8.3 5.7 12.0 89.1 85.1 92.0
Cardinia (S) 3.4* 2.1 5.6 7.7 5.4 11.0 88.5 84.9 91.4
Casey (C) 4.4* 2.6 7.3 11.8 8.3 16.4 83.2 78.1 87.2
Central Goldfields (S) 4.6* 2.6 7.9 12.2 8.5 17.2 82.8 77.5 87.0
Colac-Otway (S) 1.7* 0.7 3.8 8.5 5.3 13.5 89.6 84.5 93.2
Corangamite (S) 3.0 1.9 4.6 13.1 9.5 17.8 83.9 791 87.7
Darebin (C) 8.8 6.1 12.5 13.2 10.1 171 77.4 72.7 81.5
East Gippsland (S) 2.3* 1.3 4.0 9.6 6.2 14.4 88.0 83.1 91.6
Frankston (C) 3.5 2.2 5.4 11.4 7.8 16.4 82.8 76.7 87.6
Gannawarra (S) 1.6* 0.9 3.1 8.6 5.4 13.3 89.8 85.0 93.2
Glen Eira (C) 3.0 1.7 5.1 10.0 6.7 14.7 86.9 82.1 90.6
Glenelg (S) 2.4” 1.3 4.6 9.6* 5.6 15.9 87.7 81.5 92.1
Golden Plains (S) 4.9 2.7 8.9 1.1 8.0 15.3 83.6 78.5 87.8
Greater Bendigo (C) 6.3* 3.7 10.4 13.5 8.2 21.5 79.9 71.8 86.1
Greater Dandenong (C) 7.3 4.9 10.6 19.7 15.5 24.7 70.9 65.3 75.8
Greater Geelong (C) 5.3* 2.8 9.7 11.8* 6.9 19.3 82.9 75.4 88.5
Greater Shepparton (C) 5.4* 2.9 9.8 18.7 9.4 19.5 80.9 74.5 86.0
Hepburn (S) 3.7 2.3 5.8 17.6" 10.3 28.4 78.4 67.9 86.1
Hindmarsh (S) 7.2* 3.5 141 14.6 9.6 21.5 78.1 70.1 84.5
Hobsons Bay (C) 4.8 3.1 7.2 15.9 11.8 21.1 78.5 73.2 83.0
Horsham (RC) 3.7 2.3 5.9 9.9 6.9 13.9 86.2 81.9 89.6
Hume (C) 9i5 6.2 14.3 14.0 10.4 18.6 75.2 69.4 80.2
Indigo (S) 2.0* 1.1 3.6 10.3* 6.2 16.8 87.1 80.8 91.6
Kingston (C) 5.2 3.5 7.7 12.6 8.6 18.1 81.6 75.9 86.2
Knox (C) 5.1 3.4 7.5 12.9 9.3 17.6 81.3 76.3 85.5
Latrobe (C) 4.5 2.9 7.0 1.4 7.8 16.2 83.3 78.3 87.3
Loddon (S) 4.8 3.0 7.9 17.9* 10.3 29.1 77.2 66.7 85.2
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.
10-year age groups. Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

metropolitan/rural. * Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval. and should be interpreted with caution.
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Table 2.20: Able to get help from friends, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI

LL LL UL LL UL
Macedon Ranges (S) 2.6" 1.5 4.7 14.6 10.1 20.5 82.5 76.6 87.2
Manningham (C) 2.7* 1.6 4.5 16.1 12.0 21.2 80.4 75.2 84.7
Mansfield (S) 2.3 1.2 4.6 7.4 5.0 10.9 89.6 85.8 92.4
Maribyrnong (C) 6.0 41 8.6 17.0 12.9 22.1 76.3 711 80.8
Maroondah (C) 2.1* 1.2 3.6 135 9.5 18.9 84.4 79.0 88.6
Melbourne (C) 2.7¢ 1.5 4.7 11.9 8.2 16.9 85.3 80.2 89.3
Melton (S) 6.1 4.0 9.1 13.3 9.7 17.8 78.7 73.4 83.1
Mildura (RC) 3.2* 1.5 6.9 16.2 1.7 21.9 80.3 74.2 85.3
Mitchell (S) 2.8 1.7 4.5 11.7 8.6 15.9 85.2 80.9 88.6
Moira (S) 2.0 1.1 3.6 8.5 5.5 13.0 89.5 85.0 92.8
Monash (C) 4.5 3.0 6.8 15.4 11.1 21.0 79.5 73.9 84.2
Moonee Valley (C) 2.9 1.8 4.6 10.5 7.3 14.9 86.2 81.8 89.7
Moorabool (S) 4.0 2.2 7.3 10.0 6.6 14.8 85.7 80.4 89.7
Moreland (C) 5.3 3.6 7.6 14.7 11.3 18.9 79.8 75.4 83.7
Mornington Peninsula (S) 3.9 2.0 7.4 14.3 10.8 18.8 81.8 76.9 85.8
Mount Alexander (S) 2.7 1.7 4.2 13.3 8.6 20.1 83.8 77 88.8
Moyne (S) 1.5* 0.8 2.7 17.2 12.3 23.4 81.3 75.0 86.3
Murrindindi (S) 3.2* 1.9 5.2 9.7 6.0 151 86.7 81.3 90.8
Nillumbik (S) 2.3 1.1 4.7 111 7.3 16.5 86.2 80.9 90.2
Northern Grampians (S) 4.0 2.5 6.5 8.0 5.5 11.5 87.7 83.7 90.8
Port Phillip (C) 2.1* 1.2 3.7 13.4 9.2 19.0 83.9 78.2 88.3
Pyrenees (S) 4.1* 2.2 7.5 16.8* 8.8 29.7 78.8 66.3 87.4
Queenscliffe (B) 2.1* 0.8 5.2 9.1* 5.2 15.6 88.7 82.1 93.0
South Gippsland (S) 2.3* 1.3 4.0 8.3 5.7 12.1 89.1 85.2 92.1
Southern Grampians (S) 0.8* 0.4 2.0 9.7 6.4 14.4 89.4 84.7 92.8
Stonnington (C) 3.4* 1.9 5.9 11.4 7.9 16.1 84.9 80.2 88.7
Strathbogie (S) 3.3* 1.9 55 7.6 4.9 11.6 89.2 85.0 92.3
Surf Coast (S) 4.3 2.5 7.3 12.5 8.4 18.4 82.8 76.7 87.6
Swan Hill (RC) 2.0* 1.0 3.9 9.8 6.3 14.9 88.0 82.9 91.8
Towong (S) 4.2x 2.4 7.2 15.4 9.3 24.4 80.1 71.2 86.7
Wangaratta (RC) 4.0* 1.6 9.4 9.5 6.8 13.2 86.2 81.2 90.0
Warrnambool (C) 1.2* 0.5 2.4 14.0 10.4 18.7 84.6 79.9 88.4
Wellington (S) 4.8 2.4 9.1 12.9 9.0 18.2 82.1 75.9 87.0
West Wimmera (S) 6.1 3.7 9.9 11.3 7.7 16.4 82.4 76.8 86.9
Whitehorse (C) 2.3* 1.4 3.8 13.6 10.1 18.0 83.4 78.8 87.1
Whittlesea (C) 5.6 3.7 8.4 14.2 10.7 18.7 79.2 74.4 83.3
Wodonga (RC) 2.1* 1.2 3.8 12.3 8.0 18.5 85.6 79.4 90.1
Wyndham (C) 4.8* 2.9 7.7 10.9 8.2 14.4 83.5 79.4 86.9
Yarra (C) 5.0 3.1 8.1 124 8.9 17.1 81.9 76.8 86.1
Yarra Ranges (S) 3.8 2.3 6.4 115 8.3 15.7 84.0 79.4 87.7
Yarriambiack (S) 4.2* 2.5 6.8 6.5 4.2 10.0 88.8 84.9 91.8
Victoria 4.5 4.1 4.9 12.8 12.2 13.6 82.1 81.3 82.8
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Table 2.21 shows the ability to get help from neighbours, by
LGA. There were significantly higher proportions of people who
were definitely able to get help from neighbours in the LGAs of
Ararat (RC), Banyule (C), Benalla (RC), Buloke (S), Campaspe
(S), Colac-Otway (S), Corangamite (S), East Gippsland (S),
Gannawarra (S), Glenelg (S), Golden Plains (S), Greater Geelong
(C), Hindmarsh (S), Horsham (RC), Indigo (S), Mitchell (S), Moira
(S), Moorabool (S), Moyne (S), Murrindindi (S), Queenscliffe (B),
South Gippsland (S), Southern Grampians (S), Strathbogie (S),
Swan Hill (RC), Towong (S), Wangaratta (RC), West Wimmera
(S) and Yarriambiack (S) compared with all Victorian adults. By
contrast there were significantly lower proportions of people who
were able to get help from neighbours in the LGAs of Brimbank
(C), Greater Dandenong (C), Hume (C), Maribyrnong (C), Port
Phillip (C) and Yarra (C).
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Table 2.21: Able to get help from neighbours, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
95% CI 95% CI 95% CI
LL UL LL UL LL UL
Alpine (S) 13.3" 6.9 24.0 20.2 13.0 30.0 63.0 52.6 72.3
Ararat (RC) 20.9 14.7 28.9 11.3 7.3 17.2 67.3 59.3 74.4
Ballarat (C) 20.0 15.7 25.2 21.2 16.0 27.6 56.3 49.7 62.6
Banyule (C) 15.5 11.0 21.4 19.9 15.1 25.8 62.3 55.5 68.6
Bass Coast (S) 22.3 15.8 30.5 19.8 13.8 27.6 56.6 48.8 64.1
Baw Baw (S) 17.8 12.9 24.0 20.2 15.2 26.4 61.4 54.9 67.6
Bayside (C) 15.6 10.9 21.9 221 16.3 29.3 61.0 53.5 68.0
Benalla (RC) 5:5 3.9 7.8 241 17.6 32.0 68.3 60.6 75.2
Boroondara (C) 23.0 17.3 29.9 26.7 20.8 33.7 48.9 42.2 55.7
Brimbank (C) 271 22.2 32.6 22.2 17.8 27.5 46.5 40.9 52.3
Buloke (S) 8.6 5.5 13.0 24.0 17.2 32.5 65.7 57.7 73.0
Campaspe (S) 16.8 1.7 23.6 19.9 14.6 26.5 63.0 55.5 69.8
Cardinia (S) 20.1 15.8 25.2 19.5 15.3 24.5 58.7 53.1 64.1
Casey (C) 18.8 14.5 23.9 26.1 21.0 32.0 50.4 44.6 56.3
Central Goldfields (S) 19.4 14.3 25.7 18.3 12.3 26.5 60.9 51.8 69.2
Colac-Otway (S) 12.3 8.0 18.3 21.5 15.8 28.7 65.3 58.6 71.4
Corangamite (S) 15.4 9.8 23.5 17.4 12.0 24.4 65.4 57.2 72.8
Darebin (C) 22.1 17.3 27.8 24.8 20.2 30.1 51.8 45.7 57.9
East Gippsland (S) 14.6 10.5 20.0 15.2 10.6 21.3 67.1 59.9 73.6
Frankston (C) 22.3 17.3 28.4 22.3 171 28.5 50.5 44.6 56.4
Gannawarra (S) 10.0 6.2 15.8 17.8 11.9 25.8 71.7 63.5 78.7
Glen Eira (C) 21.4 16.5 27.3 26.7 21.1 33.2 49.8 43.7 55.9
Glenelg (S) 14.9* 8.8 241 15.4 10.5 22.1 68.6 60.0 76.1
Golden Plains (S) 19.2 13.6 26.3 15.4 11.0 21.2 63.7 56.1 70.7
Greater Bendigo (C) 25.5 18.4 34.2 16.4 10.9 23.8 56.1 48.3 63.6
Greater Dandenong (C) 23.6 19.1 28.8 26.7 21.9 32.2 45.3 39.7 50.9
Greater Geelong (C) 15.6 1.2 21.3 18.4 13.3 25.0 63.0 55.6 69.9
Greater Shepparton (C) 14.6 10.1 20.8 21.9 15.4 30.3 61.7 53.5 69.4
Hepburn (S) 23.7 15.5 34.6 24.4 16.4 34.8 50.0 44.0 55.9
Hindmarsh (S) 11.3 7.0 17.9 17.4 1.7 25.2 69.4 60.9 76.8
Hobsons Bay (C) 21.0 16.2 26.7 24.9 19.5 31.2 52.3 45.8 58.7
Horsham (RC) 11.4 8.1 15.9 15.4 10.1 22.8 72.5 64.5 79.2
Hume (C) 28.8 23.6 34.7 22.0 17.2 27.7 45.9 40.3 51.6
Indigo (S) 9.4* 5.2 16.4 20.0 14.5 26.9 70.2 62.5 76.9
Kingston (C) 17.3 12.9 23.0 24.9 19.2 31.5 56.0 49.3 62.5
Knox (C) 19.0 14.7 241 27.3 22.2 33.1 50.3 44.4 56.2
Latrobe (C) 21.0 16.2 26.8 20.1 15.2 25.9 56.7 50.4 62.8
Loddon (S) 14.9 9.4 22.7 20.0 12.2 31.2 63.2 53.9 7.7
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.
10-year age groups. Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

metropolitan/rural. * Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval. and should be interpreted with caution.
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Table 2.21: Able to get help from neighbours, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI

LL UL LL UL LL UL
Macedon Ranges (S) 19.6 14.4 26.3 19.4 14.6 25.3 58.7 51.9 65.3
Manningham (C) 18.7 14.0 24.5 22.9 171 30.0 56.7 49.6 63.5
Mansfield (S) 16.8 10.7 25.2 19.0 12.6 27.8 63.3 55.2 70.7
Maribyrnong (C) 30.9 24.6 37.9 22.8 17.9 28.6 44.9 39.1 51.0
Maroondah (C) 22.3 16.8 29.0 23.4 18.2 29.5 51.9 45.7 58.0
Melbourne (C) 29.1 23.7 35.1 20.5 16.1 25.7 48.1 42.3 541
Melton (S) 20.4 16.4 25.2 18.6 14.4 23.7 56.8 51.0 62.5
Mildura (RC) 21.8 16.7 28.0 17.8 13.7 22.8 57.6 50.7 64.3
Mitchell (S) 18.1 131 24.3 17.3 13.0 22.7 62.3 55.5 68.7
Moira (S) 15.3 10.0 22.7 14.7 9.8 21.4 69.4 61.5 76.3
Monash (C) 23.6 18.3 29.7 16.7 11.9 22.8 55.4 48.9 61.8
Moonee Valley (C) 26.9 21.1 33.5 17.2 13.4 21.8 54.6 48.0 61.0
Moorabool (S) 16.2 11.8 21.8 15.2 11.2 20.3 66.9 60.4 72.8
Moreland (C) 20.9 16.3 26.3 28.7 22.7 35.6 49.6 43.4 55.7
Mornington Peninsula (S) 221 16.4 29.2 28.0 21.8 35.1 48.6 42.0 55.3
Mount Alexander (S) 17.2 11.5 24.9 22.2 15.7 30.5 59.8 51.1 67.9
Moyne (S) 10.5 7.0 15.4 16.7 121 22.7 71.9 65.4 77.6
Murrindindi (S) 18.6 12.2 27.3 1341 9.1 18.5 67.3 58.6 75.0
Nillumbik (S) 19.0 13.7 25.7 22.0 16.6 28.6 57.2 50.0 64.1
Northern Grampians (S) 22.3 14.3 33.1 12.2 8.8 16.6 63.8 54.3 72.4
Port Phillip (C) 22.5 16.9 29.3 29.4 22.9 36.8 46.2 40.1 52.5
Pyrenees (S) 12.3 8.3 17.8 21.8* 12.9 34.5 64.5 52.8 74.8
Queenscliffe (B) 14.4* 8.5 23.3 17.7 11.9 25.7 67.3 56.9 76.2
South Gippsland (S) 17.9 1.9 26.1 12.9 8.9 18.2 67.8 59.3 75.3
Southern Grampians (S) 9.6 6.3 14.3 18.2 12.6 25.5 72.0 64.1 78.7
Stonnington (C) 28.9 23.2 35.4 19.5 14.6 25.5 48.7 42.6 54.9
Strathbogie (S) 6.6 4.4 10.0 141 8.5 22.4 7941 71.0 85.5
Surf Coast (S) 22.5 16.2 30.4 20.2 14.4 27.6 56.5 48.4 64.2
Swan Hill (RC) 13.9 9.3 20.4 15.4 1.0 21.2 69.8 62.5 76.2
Towong (S) 10.7* 5.9 18.5 11.6 8.1 16.4 75.1 67.1 81.6
Wangaratta (RC) 18.7 13.3 25.7 16.1 11.8 21.6 64.3 57.2 70.9
Warrnambool (C) 18.3 13.7 23.9 20.5 15.4 26.8 60.1 53.7 66.1
Wellington (S) 21.3 15.1 29.2 23.3 15.9 32.7 54.3 47.3 61.1
West Wimmera (S) 11.5 7.8 16.6 16.8 12.5 22.1 71.3 65.1 76.8
Whitehorse (C) 19.0 141 25.1 23.0 17.7 29.3 56.8 50.0 63.4
Whittlesea (C) 24.7 20.0 30.0 22.7 18.2 27.8 51.0 45.3 56.7
Wodonga (RC) 21.5 16.0 28.3 17.8 13.1 23.7 59.2 52.2 65.8
Wyndham (C) 221 17.7 27.2 214 17.3 26.1 51.8 46.3 57.2
Yarra (C) 28.6 21.6 36.9 25.5 19.3 33.0 44.2 37.6 51.1
Yarra Ranges (S) 17.5 13.0 23.2 21.2 16.2 27.2 60.3 53.5 66.7
Yarriambiack (S) 10.4 6.8 16.7 17.5 10.9 26.7 70.1 61.2 7.7
Victoria 21.2 20.4 221 22.2 21.4 2341 54.3 53.3 55.2
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The relationship, if any, between SES and the inability to get help
from family, friends or neighbours was investigated using total
annual household income as a measure of SES. There were
strong socioeconomic gradients; where the proportions of men
and women who were unable to get help from family, friends

or neighbours significantly decreased with increasing total
annual household income. Figure 2.3 and Figure 2.4 show

the relationships between the inability to get help from family,
friends or neighbours, by total annual household income in

men and women.

Figure 2.3: Proportion of men unable to get help from family, friends or neighbours, by total annual household income,
Victoria, 2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% CI = 95 per cent confidence interval.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.
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Figure 2.4: Proportion of women unable to get help from family, friends or neighbours, by total annual household income,
Victoria, 2011-12

35
@ Friends
@ Family
30 ® Neighbours
A
S N
AT SR S
I R e N
X
[Xe]
S5
€ 15
[}
o
: $ ?
1O — I B
e ® T % ................ +
e T Y ; -----------------
O

Less than $20,OOOI $20,000-39,999 ! $40,000-59,999 ! $60,000-79,999 ! $80,000-99,999 I$1OO,OOO or moreI
Total annual household income

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% CI = 95 per cent confidence interval.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.

Help with care in an emergency

Table 2.22 shows the proportion of people who could rely on

a relative or a friend not living with them to care for them (or
their children) in an emergency, by age group and sex. Most
people (89.9 per cent) reported having someone outside their
household who could provide care in the event of an emergency.
By contrast 8.3 per cent of people reported that they would
not be able to get such care in an emergency. There was no
difference between the sexes, with the exception of those aged
55-65 years, where there was a significantly higher proportion
of women who had a relative or friend who could care for them
(or their children) in an emergency compared with their male
counterparts.

The proportion of people able to access help in an emergency
decreased with increasing age, from 96.6 per cent in those aged
18-24 years to 85.3 per cent in those aged 65 years or over.
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Table 2.22: Help with care in an emergency,? by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes \[o]
T 95% ClI 95% CI
(years) LL LL
Males
18-24 96.8 94.9 98.1 2.3* 1.3 4.2
25-34 93.3 90.4 95.4 59 4.0 8.8
35-44 89.6 87.4 91.5 8.6 6.8 10.7
45-54 86.9 84.9 88.7 10.8 9.2 12.7
55-64 84.9 82.8 86.7 12.2 10.5 141
65+ 84.7 83.1 86.1 11.2 10.0 12.6
Total 89.3 88.4 90.0 8.6 7.9 9.4
Females
18-24 96.3 93.9 97.8 3.6* 21 6.1
25-34 91.2 88.8 93.1 8.0 6.1 10.3
35-44 91.4 89.9 92.8 7.1 59 8.5
45-54 88.9 87.4 90.2 9.3 8.1 10.6
55-64 89.6 88.2 90.8 8.6 7.5 9.9
65+ 85.8 84.5 87.1 10.7 9.6 11.9
Total 90.2 89.4 90.8 8.2 7.5 8.9
Persons
18-24 96.6 95.1 97.6 3.0 2.0 4.4
25-34 92.2 90.4 93.7 6.9 5.5 8.7
35-44 90.5 89.2 91.7 7.8 6.8 9.1
45-54 87.9 86.7 89.1 10.0 9.0 11.2
55-64 87.3 86.1 88.4 10.4 9.3 11.5
65+ 85.3 84.3 86.2 10.9 10.1 11.8
Total 89.8 89.2 90.3 8.3 7.9 8.8

a. Provision of care for self or children in an emergency by a relative or friend not living in household.

Data are age-specific estimates, except for ‘“Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and have been age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian
population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.
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The trend over time from 2003 to 2011-12 of the ability to
obtain emergency care for self or children from a friend or family
member not living in the household was investigated (Figure 2.5).
The proportion of men and women unable to obtain such care in
an emergency significantly increased from 2003 to 2011-12 in
both men and women.

Figure 2.5: Unable to get help with care in an emergency,? from 2003 to 2011-12, Victoria
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a. Provision of care for self or children in an emergency by a relative or friend not living in household.
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

95% Cl = 95 per cent confidence interval.

Ordinary least squares regression was used to test for trends over time.

Table 2.23 shows the proportion of people who could rely on a
relative or a friend not living with them to care for them (or their
children) in an emergency, by Department of Health & Human
Services region and sex. A significantly higher proportion of
people who lived in rural Victoria (91.6 per cent) had a relative
or friend who could care for them (or their children) in an
emergency compared with those who lived in metropolitan
Victoria (89.2 per cent).

There were significantly higher proportions of men who lived

in Barwon-South Western Region and women who lived in
Grampians, Hume and Loddon Mallee Regions who were able
to obtain emergency care compared with all Victorian men and
women, respectively. There was no difference between men and
women regardless of which region they lived in.

2010

2011-12
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Table 2.23: Help with care in an emergency,? by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes No

95% ClI 95% CI

LL LL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 89.2 87.1 90.9 8.6 74 104
North & West Metropolitan 88.8 87.2 90.3 9.3 7.9 10.8
Southern Metropolitan 88.0 86.0 89.7 9.3 7.7 11.0
Metropolitan males 88.6 87.6 89.6 9.1 8.2 10.1
Barwon-South Western 94.7 93.2 95.8 4.4 3.3 5.8
Gippsland 89.2 86.6 91.3 8.7 6.7 111
Grampians 90.8 88.3 92.8 7.2 5.3 9.6
Hume 89.5 85.6 92.5 8.7 5.8 12.7
Loddon Mallee 89.4 86.1 92.0 8.8 6.4 12.1
Rural males 91.0 89.7 92.2 7.3 6.2 8.6
Total 89.3 88.4 90.0 8.6 7.9 9.4
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 90.8 89.0 92.3 7.7 6.3 9.4
North & West Metropolitan 88.5 87.1 89.7 9.2 8.1 104
Southern Metropolitan 90.3 88.5 91.7 8.3 6.9 10.0
Metropolitan females 89.6 88.7 90.4 8.7 7.9 9.5
Barwon-South Western 91.6 89.2 93.5 6.8 5.0 9.1
Gippsland 91.9 90.0 93.5 6.6 5.1 8.4
Grampians 92.8 91.2 94.2 6.2 4.9 7.8
Hume 92.4 91.0 93.5 6.4 53 7.7
Loddon Mallee 92.3 90.9 93.6 6.6 5.4 8.0
Rural females 92.1 91.3 92.9 6.6 5.8 7.4
Total 90.2 89.4 90.8 8.2 7.5 8.9
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 90.1 88.8 91.2 8.0 7.0 9.2
North & West Metropolitan 88.7 87.6 89.6 9.2 8.3 10.2
Southern Metropolitan 89.2 87.9 90.4 8.7 7.7 9.9
Metropolitan persons 89.2 88.5 89.8 8.8 8.2 9.4
Barwon-South Western 93.3 91.9 94.4 5.5 4.4 6.8
Gippsland 90.6 89.1 92.0 7.5 6.3 9.0
Grampians 91.8 90.3 93.1 6.7 55 8.2
Hume 91.0 89.0 92.7 7.4 5.8 9.5
Loddon Mallee 91.0 89.3 92.4 7.6 6.2 9.2
Rural persons 91.6 90.9 92.3 6.9 6.3 7.6
Total 89.8 89.2 90.3 8.3 7.9 8.8

a. Provision of care for self or children in an emergency by a relative or friend not living in household.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
Note that estimates may not add to 100 per cent due to a proportion of ‘don’t know’ or ‘refused’ responses, not reported here.
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Table 2.24 shows the proportion of people who could rely on a
relative or a friend not living with them to care for them (or their
children) in an emergency, by LGA. There were significantly
higher proportions of people who were able to obtain
emergency care from a relative or friend in the LGAs of Ararat
(RC), Banyule (C), Bayside (C), Gannawarra (S), Glenelg (S),
Greater Geelong (C), Strathbogie (S), Towong (S), Wangaratta
(RC) and Yarra Ranges (S) compared with all Victorian adults.
By contrast there were significantly lower proportions of people
who could obtain emergency care in the LGAs of Brimbank (C),
Greater Dandenong (C), Melton (S) and Whittlesea (C) compared
with all Victorian adults.

There were significantly higher proportions of people who were
unable to obtain emergency care from a relative or friend in the
LGAs of Brimbank (C), Greater Dandenong (C), Melton (S) and
Whittlesea (C) compared with all Victorian adults. Conversely,
there were significantly lower proportions of people were unable
to obtain emergency care from a relative or friend in the LGAs
of Ararat (RC), Banyule (C), Gannawarra (S), Glenelg (S), Greater
Geelong (C), Horsham (RC), Strathbogie (S), Wangaratta (RC),
and Wellington (S) compared with all Victorian adults.
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Table 2.24: Help with care in an emergency,? by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes (\[o]

95% ClI 95% CI

LL LL
Alpine (S) 91.8 88.9 94.0 6.9 4.9 9.7
Ararat (RC) 95.5 93.6 96.9 3.5 2.4 5.1
Ballarat (C) 91.3 88.0 93.8 7.2 5.0 10.3
Banyule (C) 93.0 90.6 94.9 5.0 3.5 7.2
Bass Coast (S) 88.5 82.3 92.7 9.5% 5.7 15.5
Baw Baw (S) 91.6 88.5 93.9 6.5 4.4 9.4
Bayside (C) 94.0 91.1 96.0 4.9 3.1 7.8
Benalla (RC) 91.5 88.6 93.8 6.5 4.6 9.3
Boroondara (C) 90.2 87.2 92.5 8.6 6.4 115
Brimbank (C) 83.6 78.7 87.6 14.4 10.5 19.3
Buloke (S) 91.5 88.0 94.1 7.9 5.4 11.5
Campaspe (S) 93.4 89.9 95.7 5.7 3.5 9.1
Cardinia (S) 91.9 88.9 94.1 6.9 4.8 9.8
Casey (C) 88.4 84.7 91.2 8.8 6.4 121
Central Goldfields (S) 91.3 87.6 94.0 6.3 4.0 9.6
Colac-Otway (S) 92.0 88.5 94.6 6.8 4.4 10.3
Corangamite (S) 91.6 86.4 94.9 6.5 3.8 10.9
Darebin (C) 88.7 85.0 91.7 9.3 6.6 13.0
East Gippsland (S) 91.5 88.2 94.0 7.2 4.9 10.5
Frankston (C) 91.6 88.2 94.1 7.3 5.0 10.7
Gannawarra (S) 94.6 92.4 96.2 3.8 2.5 5.8
Glen Eira (C) 92.8 89.7 95.0 5.3 3.4 8.3
Glenelg (S) 94.8 92.6 96.3 4.7 3.2 6.8
Golden Plains (S) 91.1 87.7 93.7 7.8 5.4 111
Greater Bendigo (C) 89.8 85.4 93.0 8.6 5.7 12.6
Greater Dandenong (C) 82.5 78.0 86.2 12.9 9.8 16.9
Greater Geelong (C) 94.2 92.0 95.8 4.7 3.2 6.8
Greater Shepparton (C) 87.3 78.8 92.7 11.4* 6.2 20.1
Hepburn (S) 91.9 89.2 93.9 6.8 4.9 9.4
Hindmarsh (S) 89.5 83.1 93.7 8.6 4.7 15.2
Hobsons Bay (C) 86.6 81.8 90.3 11.5 8.0 16.3
Horsham (RC) 94.8 92.5 96.4 4.3 2.8 6.4
Hume (C) 88.9 84.7 92.1 8.5 5.7 12.5
Indigo (S) 92.0 88.2 94.6 6.9 4.5 10.4
Kingston (C) 87.5 83.0 90.9 9.4 6.7 12.8
Knox (C) 86.9 82.9 90.1 10.9 8.0 14.6
Latrobe (C) 89.0 84.8 92.1 9.3 6.4 13.4
Loddon (S) 91.9 88.8 94.2 7.0 4.8 10.0

a. Provision of care for self or children in an emergency by a relative or friend LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.

not living in householc!. o . . Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using 10-year  estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
age grou'ps. o ! * Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural. 404 should be interpreted with caution.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
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Table 2.24: Help with care in an emergency,? by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

Yes \[¢}

95% Cl 95% Cl

LL LL
Macedon Ranges (S) 89.5 84.9 92.8 7.9 5.3 1.5
Manningham (C) 90.8 87.1 93.5 7.3 4.9 10.8
Mansfield (S) 90.9 87.7 93.2 7.3 5.1 10.3
Maribyrnong (C) 87.6 83.1 91.0 9.0 6.1 13.3
Maroondah (C) 91.1 86.3 94.3 6.2 4.2 8.9
Melbourne (C) 89.9 86.3 92.6 8.2 5.8 1.7
Melton (S) 85.0 80.3 88.8 12.4 8.9 17.0
Mildura (RC) 90.8 86.6 93.8 7.7 4.9 11.9
Mitchell (S) 92.2 88.9 94.6 5.8 3.8 8.7
Moira (S) 91.9 88.3 94.4 6.3 4.1 9.7
Monash (C) 88.2 84.2 91.3 9.8 6.9 13.7
Moonee Valley (C) 92.4 89.1 94.8 6.1 3.9 9.3
Moorabool (S) 92.7 89.9 94.7 5.7 3.9 8.4
Moreland (C) 91.0 87.4 93.7 6.7 4.4 10.1
Mornington Peninsula (S) 89.8 84.2 93.6 9.5 5.8 151
Mount Alexander (S) 91.0 88.7 93.0 7.2 5.5 9.4
Moyne (S) 91.8 86.7 95.1 6.8 3.7 12.0
Murrindindi (S) 92.3 89.3 94.5 5.8 3.9 8.6
Nillumbik (S) 91.7 87.3 94.6 71" 4.3 11.5
Northern Grampians (S) 91.2 88.3 93.5 6.0 4.3 8.4
Port Phillip (C) 91.8 87.7 94.6 6.8 4.2 10.9
Pyrenees (S) 90.7 87.3 93.2 7.5 5.1 10.8
Queenscliffe (B) 92.6 86.2 96.1 6.3 2.9 12.9
South Gippsland (S) 92.8 89.4 95.1 5.5 3.6 8.4
Southern Grampians (S) 92.9 88.7 95.6 5.7% 3.2 9.9
Stonnington (C) 86.9 81.0 91.2 11.9 7.8 17.8
Strathbogie (S) 94.0 91.8 95.6 4.7 3.3 6.8
Surf Coast (S) 90.4 85.6 93.8 8.2 5.0 13.0
Swan Hill (RC) 93.0 90.0 95.2 5.9 3.9 8.9
Towong (S) 93.0 90.6 94.9 5.6 3.9 7.9
Wangaratta (RC) 93.4 90.8 95.3 5.0 3.3 7.3
Warrnambool (C) 91.7 89.2 93.6 5.9 4.2 8.1
Wellington (S) 92.4 89.6 94.4 5.3 3.7 7.6
West Wimmera (S) 92.8 89.1 95.4 5.7% 3.4 9.3
Whitehorse (C) 90.4 87.1 93.0 7.4 5.2 10.5
Whittlesea (C) 85.6 81.1 89.1 12.6 9.2 17.0
Wodonga (RC) 92.5 90.0 94.5 6.3 4.6 8.7
Wyndham (C) 89.9 86.2 92.7 8.8 6.2 12.4
Yarra (C) 89.4 86.1 92.0 8.4 6.1 11.4
Yarra Ranges (S) 93.3 90.6 95.3 5.6 3.8 8.3
Yarriambiack (S) 90.0 85.2 93.4 7.2 5.2 10.0
Victoria 89.8 89.3 90.3 8.3 7.8 8.8
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The relationship, if any, between SES and the ability to obtain
care for self or children in an emergency from a relative or
friend not living in the household was investigated, using total
annual household income as a measure of SES. There was a
strong socioeconomic gradient where the proportions of men
and women who were unable to obtain such care significantly
decreased with increasing total annual household income
(Figure 2.6).

Figure 2.6: Unable to get help with care in an emergency,? by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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a. Provision of care for self or children in an emergency by a relative or friend not living in household.
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

95% CI = 95 per cent confidence interval.

Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.
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Help to get a job through a relative or friend

Survey respondents aged 18-64 years were asked if they
could get help finding a job through a relative or friend, if
needed. Table 2.25 shows the proportion of people who
reported that they could get help from a relative or friend in
finding a job, by age group and sex. Over half (55.7 per cent)
of all people aged 18-64 years reported that they could.
This was significantly higher in men (59.2 per cent) than
women (52.2 per cent).

The ability to get help from a relative or friend in finding a
job declined with age from 75.8 per cent in people aged
18-24 years to 37.8 per cent in people aged 55-64 years.
Overall, a higher proportion of men than women reported
that they could get help from a relative or friend in finding a
job. Men aged 25-55 years were significantly more likely to
get help from a relative or friend in finding a job than their
female counterparts.

Table 2.25: Help from a relative or friend in finding a job, by age group @ and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes \[o}
e 95% ClI 95% ClI
(years) LL LL
Males
18-24 771 71.7 81.7 18.0 14.0 22.9
25-34 70.3 65.7 74.6 24.8 20.8 29.2
35-44 60.8 57.6 63.9 32.5 29.6 35.6
45-54 48.6 45.8 514 42.8 40.1 45.6
55-64 39.9 37.3 42.5 49.4 46.8 52.0
Total 59.2 57.4 60.8 33.7 32.1 35.4
Females
18-24 74.5 69.7 78.8 21.5 17.6 26.1
25-34 59.2 55.5 62.9 35.2 31.7 38.9
35-44 51.2 48.8 53.6 39.3 37.0 41.7
45-54 41.2 39.0 43.4 47.9 45.6 50.1
55-64 35.7 33.7 37.8 53.8 51.6 55.9
Total 52.2 50.8 53.6 39.6 38.3 41.0
Persons
18-24 75.8 72.3 79.1 19.7 16.8 23.0
25-34 64.8 61.8 67.7 30.0 27.2 32.9
35-44 55.9 53.9 57.9 36.0 34.1 37.9
45-54 44.8 43.0 46.6 45.4 43.6 471
55-64 37.8 36.1 39.4 51.6 49.9 53.3
Total 55.7 54.5 56.8 36.7 35.6 37.8

a. The question was asked only of persons aged 18-64 years.

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and have been age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian
population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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The trend over time from 2003 to 2011-12 of the ability to get
help from a relative or friend in finding a job was investigated
(Figure 2.7). The proportions of men and women who were
able to get help from a relative or friend in finding a job
remained unchanged between 2005 and 2011-12. However,
the proportion of women, but not men, who were not able to
get help from a relative or friend in finding a job significantly
increased from 2005 to 2011-12.

While the proportion of men who did not know whether they
would be able to get help from a relative or friend in finding a
job, or refused to say, remained unchanged, the proportion of
women significantly decreased from 2005 to 2011-12.

Therefore it appears that the increase in the proportion of
women unable to get help is due to the decline in the proportion
of women who had previously not known or refused to say
rather than a decline in those who were able to get help from a
relative or friend in finding a job.

Figure 2.7: Help from a relative or friend in finding a job from 2003 to 2011-12, Victoria
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% Cl = 95 per cent confidence interval; NS = not significant.
Ordinary least squares regression was used to test for trends over time.

Table 2.26 shows the proportion of people aged 18-64 years
who reported that they could get help from a relative or friend
in finding a job, by Department of Health & Human Services
region and sex. A significantly higher proportion of men, but
not women, who lived in rural Victoria reported being able to
get help from a relative or friend in finding a job compared with
their metropolitan counterparts. There were significantly higher
proportions of men who lived in Grampians Region and people
who lived in Hume Region who reported that they could get
help from a relative or friend in finding a job compared with all
Victorian men or adults aged 18-65 years, respectively.
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Table 2.26: Help from a relative or friend in finding a job, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex,
Victoria, 2011-12

Yes No

95% ClI 95% ClI

LL LL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 55.5 51.2 59.7 37.9 33.9 42.2
North & West Metropolitan 58.8 55.9 61.7 32.9 30.3 35.7
Southern Metropolitan 56.7 53.1 60.2 36.2 32.9 39.7
Metropolitan males 57.3 55.2 59.3 35.3 33.4 37.2
Barwon-South Western 67.5 60.1 741 27.0 20.6 34.5
Gippsland 60.3 55.2 65.3 34.8 29.9 40.0
Grampians 67.3 62.7 71.5 26.4 22.4 30.9
Hume 64.9 60.4 69.2 28.2 241 32.6
Loddon Mallee 62.2 55.9 68.1 32.5 26.6 39.0
Rural males 65.0 62.0 67.9 29.3 26.4 32.3
Total 59.2 57.4 60.8 33.7 32.1 35.4
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 55.9 52.4 59.4 35.2 31.9 38.6
North & West Metropolitan 50.1 47.7 52.4 41.2 38.9 43.5
Southern Metropolitan 51.3 48.2 54.4 40.9 37.9 44.0
Metropolitan females 51.6 49.9 53.3 39.9 38.2 41.5
Barwon-South Western 52.8 46.8 58.7 40.5 34.9 46.2
Gippsland 51.3 46.9 55.8 42.6 38.2 471
Grampians 56.3 52.1 60.4 37.0 33.0 41.2
Hume 56.9 53.4 60.4 36.0 32.8 39.3
Loddon Mallee 54.6 50.8 58.4 36.6 338.2 40.0
Rural females 54.5 52.2 56.7 38.5 36.3 40.7
Total 52.2 50.8 53.6 39.6 38.3 41.0
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 55.0 52.1 57.9 37.0 34.3 39.9
North & West Metropolitan 54.4 52.5 56.3 37.1 35.3 38.9
Southern Metropolitan 54.0 51.6 56.4 38.6 36.3 40.9
Metropolitan persons 54.4 53.1 55.7 37.6 36.3 38.8
Barwon-South Western 59.9 55.2 64.5 34.1 29.7 38.7
Gippsland 56.0 52.6 59.4 38.5 35.1 42.0
Grampians 62.0 58.9 65.0 31.5 28.7 34.6
Hume 61.0 58.1 63.8 32.0 29.4 34.8
Loddon Mallee 58.6 54.6 62.5 34.6 30.6 38.8
Rural persons 59.6 57.7 61.5 34.0 32.2 35.9
Total 55.7 54.5 56.8 36.7 35.6 37.8

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% ClI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
Note that estimates may not add to 100 per cent due to a proportion of ‘don’t know’ or ‘refused’ responses, not reported here.
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Table 2.27 shows the proportion of people aged 18-64

years who reported that they could get help from a relative or
friend in finding a job, by LGA. There were significantly higher
proportions of people who were able to get help from a relative
or friend in finding a job in the LGAs of Alpine (S), Ararat (RC),
Buloke (S), Campaspe (S), Corangamite (S), Gannawarra (S),
Glenelg (S), Greater Shepparton (C), Hindmarsh (S), Horsham
(RC), Mansfield (S), Northern Grampians (S), Pyrenees (S),
Southern Grampians (S), Strathbogie (S), Surf Coast (S), Swan
Hill (RC), Towong (S), West Wimmera (S), Yarra Ranges (S) and
Yarriambiack (S) compared with all Victorian adults aged 18-65
years. By contrast there was a significantly lower proportion in
the LGA of Greater Dandenong (C).

There were significantly higher proportions of people who
reported being unable to get help from a relative or friend in
finding a job in the LGAs of Casey (C) and Latrobe (C) compared
with all Victorian adults aged 18-65 years. Conversely there
were significantly lower proportions of people who reported
being unable to get help from a relative or friend in finding a
job in the LGAs of Buloke (S), Campaspe (S), Corangamite (S),
Gannawarra (S), Glenelg (S), Greater Shepparton (C), Horsham
(RC), Mansfield (S), Southern Grampians (S), Strathbogie (S),
Surf Coast (S), Swan Hill (RC), Towong (S), Wangaratta (RC),
Yarra Ranges (S) and Yarriambiack (S) compared with all
Victorian adults aged 18-65 years.
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Table 2.27: Help from a relative or friend in finding a job, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes (\[o]

95% ClI 95% CI

LL LL
Alpine (S) 66.9 57.6 75.0 27.7 20.0 37.0
Ararat (RC) 63.3 56.5 69.7 30.2 241 37.1
Ballarat (C) 61.7 56.0 67.1 31.7 26.5 37.3
Banyule (C) 52.5 45.0 59.9 39.2 32.1 46.8
Bass Coast (S) 57.9 48.4 66.8 34.6 26.3 43.9
Baw Baw (S) 59.5 53.1 65.7 33.7 27.7 40.1
Bayside (C) 51.1 421 60.0 39.2 30.8 48.3
Benalla (RC) 59.0 49.5 67.9 34.2 25.7 43.8
Boroondara (C) 60.8 55.1 66.2 34.6 29.2 40.4
Brimbank (C) 51.5 45.4 57.5 40.3 34.7 46.2
Buloke (S) 68.4 62.7 73.6 27.3 22.3 33.0
Campaspe (S) 66.0 59.8 7.7 30.0 24.4 36.2
Cardinia (S) 59.4 53.4 65.0 32.5 27.3 38.3
Casey (C) 48.3 42.0 54.6 44.6 38.7 50.8
Central Goldfields (S) 591 52.9 65.1 32.4 26.7 38.7
Colac-Otway (S) 62.8 54.8 70.1 31.8 24.7 39.8
Corangamite (S) 64.6 57.1 71.5 2741 20.9 34.3
Darebin (C) 55.2 48.4 61.8 38.8 32.5 45.6
East Gippsland (S) 59.3 52.1 66.1 33.9 27.6 40.9
Frankston (C) 61.8 55.6 67.7 34.3 28.5 40.5
Gannawarra (S) 69.3 62.9 75.2 25.0 19.5 31.4
Glen Eira (C) 56.4 49.5 63.0 34.0 28.5 40.0
Glenelg (S) 62.3 57.1 67.3 30.9 26.1 36.2
Golden Plains (S) 56.5 48.7 63.9 38.2 30.9 46.1
Greater Bendigo (C) 55.2 46.2 63.9 37.4 29.1 46.5
Greater Dandenong (C) 46.8 40.4 53.3 43.1 36.9 49.5
Greater Geelong (C) 56.4 49.1 63.5 38.0 31.2 45.3
Greater Shepparton (C) 64.3 56.8 711 28.3 22.2 35.3
Hepburn (S) 59.2 52.6 65.5 35.4 29.4 42.0
Hindmarsh (S) 65.0 571 721 29.4 22.6 37.3
Hobsons Bay (C) 52.7 45.7 59.6 39.0 32.5 46.0
Horsham (RC) 70.7 65.0 75.9 20.6 16.2 25.8
Hume (C) 52.2 46.0 58.2 37.6 31.8 43.6
Indigo (S) 62.3 55.3 68.7 30.1 24.0 37.0
Kingston (C) 49.2 41.9 56.5 44.0 36.8 51.5
Knox (C) 491 42.6 55.7 1.7 35.6 48.2
Latrobe (C) 49.5 42.5 56.5 46.2 39.2 53.3
Loddon (S) 60.4 51.3 68.8 35.9 27.6 451

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.

10-year age groups. Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding

Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
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Table 2.27: Help from a relative or friend in finding a job, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

Yes \[¢}

95% Cl 95% Cl

LL LL
Macedon Ranges (S) 55.2 48.2 61.9 35.5 30.0 41.4
Manningham (C) 54.4 47.3 61.3 33.9 27.8 40.6
Mansfield (S) 65.8 59.9 71.2 28.0 22.9 33.7
Maribyrnong (C) 50.4 43.2 57.6 41.3 34.5 48.4
Maroondah (C) 53.7 46.3 60.9 38.6 31.7 45.9
Melbourne (C) 55.0 48.1 61.8 36.9 30.8 43.5
Melton (S) 51.7 46.1 57.2 41.1 35.7 46.7
Mildura (RC) 58.7 51.4 65.6 34.8 28.2 42.0
Mitchell (S) 55.5 47.9 62.8 36.3 29.5 43.6
Moira (S) 64.2 55.7 71.9 29.9 22.7 38.2
Monash (C) 47.2 39.9 54.5 442 37.0 51.7
Moonee Valley (C) 51.2 43.8 58.6 37.4 30.4 45.0
Moorabool (S) 54.5 47.3 61.5 38.2 31.5 45.4
Moreland (C) 56.5 49.6 63.2 34.8 28.6 41.5
Mornington Peninsula (S) 59.7 52.9 66.1 32.9 26.8 39.6
Mount Alexander (S) 52.5 43.4 61.3 42.2 33.6 51.4
Moyne (S) 62.7 52.9 71.5 31.9 23.3 41.8
Murrindindi (S) 60.5 52.3 68.1 32.9 25.7 41.0
Nillumbik (S) 58.5 51.6 65.0 34.0 27.8 40.7
Northern Grampians (S) 64.9 57.2 71.9 30.1 23.5 37.7
Port Phillip (C) 56.8 49.1 64.2 37.3 30.1 45.1
Pyrenees (S) 62.4 56.2 68.2 32.3 26.6 38.6
Queenscliffe (B) 58.3 48.6 67.4 35.9 28.3 44.4
South Gippsland (S) 57.1 48.9 65.0 37.6 29.9 46.0
Southern Grampians (S) 74.0 69.2 78.2 19.8 15.9 24.4
Stonnington (C) 51.4 43.9 58.8 40.0 32.9 47.6
Strathbogie (S) 64.3 56.6 71.3 28.1 21.8 35.5
Surf Coast (S) 63.5 57.4 69.2 29.6 241 35.7
Swan Hill (RC) 68.1 60.9 74.6 25.7 19.6 32.8
Towong (S) 70.7 65.2 75.6 241 19.5 29.4
Wangaratta (RC) 62.0 55.9 67.7 29.6 24.2 35.7
Warrnambool (C) 58.8 51.9 65.3 35.1 28.7 42.0
Wellington (S) 57.4 49.9 64.5 37.3 30.4 44.9
West Wimmera (S) 64.8 57.8 71.2 31.3 25.1 38.2
Whitehorse (C) 56.6 49.3 63.6 36.3 29.6 43.6
Whittlesea (C) 52.9 46.7 59.0 41.0 35.1 47.2
Wodonga (RC) 54.5 47.9 61.0 39.5 33.2 46.1
Wyndham (C) 59.1 53.5 64.4 33.5 28.5 39.0
Yarra (C) 51.9 44.2 59.6 36.4 30.2 43.1
Yarra Ranges (S) 63.4 57.9 68.5 29.8 25.1 35.1
Yarriambiack (S) 67.8 60.9 74.0 26.4 20.5 33.3
Victoria 54.9 53.9 56.0 37.4 36.4 38.4
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The relationship, if any, between SES and the ability to get help
from a relative or friend in finding a job was investigated, using
total annual household income as a measure of SES. There was
a strong socioeconomic gradient; the proportion of men and
women aged 18-65 years who were unable to get help from

a relative or friend in finding a job significantly decreased with
increasing total annual household income. Conversely, those
who were able to get help from a relative or friend in finding a
job significantly increased with increasing total annual household
income (Figure 2.8).

Figure 2.8: Help from a relative or friend in finding a job, by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% Cl = 95 per cent confidence interval.

Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.

Help to get a job through a contact in a group

Respondents were asked whether they were members of a
sports, religious, school, professional or other community or
action group. If they responded that they were and were aged
18-64 years, they were subsequently asked if they would be
able to get help from a contact in the group to which they
belong in finding a job, if needed.

Table 2.28 shows the ability of people who belong to a group to
get help from a contact in that group in finding a job, by

age group and sex. Overall, 60.0 per cent of people reported
that they could get help from a group contact in finding a job;
the proportion was not significantly different between men

(61.6 per cent) and women (58.5 per cent). A significantly
higher proportion of men and women aged 18-24 years
reported that they could get help from a group contact in
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finding a job compared with all Victorian men and women

aged 18-64 years, respectively. By contrast significantly lower
proportions of men and women aged 45-54 and 55-64 years
reported that they could get help from a group contact in finding
a job compared with all Victorian men and women aged 18-64
years, respectively. Conversely, the inability to get help from a
group contact in finding a job increased with age in both men
and women.



Table 2.28: Help from a group contact in finding a job,2° by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes No
R G 95% ClI 95% ClI
(years) LL
Males
18-24 741 67.9 79.6 21.0 16.1 26.9
25-34 68.0 61.9 73.5 26.1 211 31.8
35-44 60.1 56.2 63.9 32.0 28.4 35.8
45-54 53.8 50.3 57.3 36.9 33.6 40.3
55-64 Sill25) 48.2 54.8 39.8 36.6 43.1
Total 61.6 59.4 63.7 31.0 29.1 33.0
Females
18-24 72.2 65.7 77.9 24.2 18.8 30.5
25-34 61.2 56.3 65.9 30.2 25.9 34.9
35-44 61.0 58.2 63.8 30.6 28.0 33.3
45-54 52.5 49.7 55.4 35.9 33.2 38.7
55-64 45.7 42.8 48.5 42.4 39.7 45.3
Total 58.5 56.7 60.4 32.5 30.8 34.2
Persons
18-24 73.2 68.7 77.2 22.6 18.8 26.8
25-34 64.6 60.8 68.4 28.1 24.7 31.8
35-44 60.6 58.2 62.9 31.3 29.1 33.5
45-54 53.2 50.9 55.4 36.4 34.3 38.6
55-64 48.7 46.5 50.9 411 38.9 43.2
Total 60.0 58.6 61.4 31.8 30.5 33.1

a. Includes a sports, religious, school, professional or other community action group.
b. Denominator was only those who belonged to a group and were aged less than 65 years of age.

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and have been age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian
population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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Table 2.29 shows the population prevalence of the ability to get to get help from a group contact in finding a job compared with
help from a group contact in finding a job. Overall, 30.4 per cent their female counterparts (25.7 per cent).

of the Victorian population aged 18-64 years reported that they
were able to get help through a group contact in finding a job
and this did not differ between the sexes. The only difference
between the sexes was in those aged 55-64 years where a
significantly higher proportion of men (32.3 per cent) were able

The ability to get help from a group contact in finding a job
declined with age in both men and women from 48.7 per cent
in those aged 18-24 years to 28.9 per cent in those aged
55-64 years.

Table 2.29: Population prevalence of help to get a job through a contact in a group,*® by age group and sex, Victoria,
2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely Not applicable®
s 95% Cl 95% Cl 95% Cl 95% Cl
group - - et =y
(years) LL UL LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
18-24 49.5 438 552 14.0 107 182 33.3 28.1 38.9 3.2% 1.8 5.8
25-34 39.0 343 440 150 12,0 186 42.6 37.6 47.7 3.4% 1.9 6.1
35-44 38.0 350 411 20.2 178 229 36.8 33.7 40.0 5.0 3.8 6.6
45-54 338 312 365 232 21.0 256 37.1 34.5 39.9 5.8 4.6 7.3
55-64 323 298 348 249 227 272 37.4 34.9 40.0 5.4 4.4 6.8
Total 31.4 299 329 15.9 148 17.0 48.9 47.5 50.4 3.8 32 4.5
Females
18-24 47.8 425 532 16.0 123 206 33.8 28.9 39.0 2.4% 1.1 5.0
25-34 345 31.0 382 170 144 200 43.6 39.9 47.4 4.8 3.5 6.7
35-44 409 385 432 20.5 187 225 33.1 30.8 35.4 5.6 4.6 6.7
45-54 31.2 29.2 333 21.4 19.6 23.2 40.6 38.4 42.8 6.9 5.8 8.1
55-64 25,7 238 276 239 221 257 43.8 41.7 45.9 6.7 5.6 7.9
Total 294 28.2 30.6 16.1 15.2 17.0 50.2 49.0 51.4 4.4 3.9 5.0
Persons
18-24 48.7 447 526 15.0 124 18.0 33.5 29.9 37.3 2.8 1.8 4.5
25-34 36.8 33.8 399 16.0 14.0 183 43.1 39.9 46.3 41 3.0 5.6
35-44 395 375 414 20.4 18.8 22.0 34.9 33.0 36.9 5.3 4.5 6.2
45-54 325 309 342 223 208 238 38.9 37.2 40.6 6.4 5.5 7.3
55-64 289 274 305 244 230 258 40.7 39.0 42.3 6.1 5.3 7.0
Total 30.4 294 313 16.0 153 16.7 49.5 48.6 50.5 41 3.7 4.5

a. Includes a sports, religious, school, professional or other community action group.
b. Denominator includes all Victorian adults.
c. People who indicated that they did not belong to one of the above groups or were 65 years of age and over.

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and have been age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian
population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.

Table 2.30 shows the ability of people who belong to a group were unable to get help from a group contact in finding a job
to get help from a contact in that group in finding a job, by compared with their rural counterparts.

Department of Health & Human Services region and sex. A
significantly higher proportion of men, but not women, who
lived in rural Victoria were able to get help from a group contact
in finding a job compared with their metropolitan counterparts.
Conversely, there was a significantly higher proportion of

men, but not women, who lived in metropolitan Victoria and

There were significantly higher proportions of men who lived
in Barwon-South Western Region, women who lived in
Loddon Mallee Region and people who lived in Hume Region
who were able to get help from a group contact in finding a
job compared with all Victorian men, women and adults aged
18-64 years, respectively.
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Table 2.30: Help from a group contact in finding a job,** by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex,
Victoria, 2011-12

Yes (\[o]

95% CI 95% CI

LL LL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 57.0 51.7 62.1 36.4 31.5 41.6
North & West Metropolitan 60.6 56.8 64.2 31.6 28.2 35.1
Southern Metropolitan 61.1 56.4 65.5 30.7 26.8 34.9
Metropolitan males 59.8 57.3 62.3 32.6 30.2 35.0
Barwon-South Western 73.8 67.7 79.0 18.0 13.9 22.8
Gippsland 60.4 53.3 67.0 33.2 26.9 40.1
Grampians 63.3 56.7 69.4 31.1 25.4 37.5
Hume 68.1 62.2 73.5 25.4 20.4 31.2
Loddon Mallee 68.4 62.2 74.0 26.5 21.4 32.2
Rural males 67.6 64.5 70.6 25.9 23.3 28.8
Total 61.6 59.4 63.7 31.0 291 33.0
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 59.1 54.6 63.3 32.7 28.8 37.0
North & West Metropolitan 57.3 54.2 60.5 31.9 29.1 34.8
Southern Metropolitan 58.9 54.7 62.9 33.8 29.9 37.9
Metropolitan females 57.8 55.6 60.1 33.0 31.0 35.2
Barwon-South Western 60.2 54.4 65.8 30.9 25.5 36.9
Gippsland 53.2 47.8 58.5 37.2 31.9 42.8
Grampians 63.8 58.8 68.5 24.6 20.9 28.7
Hume 63.0 59.1 66.9 29.3 26.0 32.9
Loddon Mallee 65.1 60.9 69.1 28.2 24.4 32.3
Rural females 61.2 58.6 63.8 30.0 27.6 32.6
Total 58.5 56.7 60.4 32.5 30.8 34.2
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 57.4 53.9 60.8 35.0 31.8 38.4
North & West Metropolitan 59.0 56.5 61.5 31.8 29.5 34.1
Southern Metropolitan 59.9 56.8 62.9 32.4 29.5 354
Metropolitan persons 58.8 571 60.5 32.8 31.3 34.4
Barwon-South Western 66.1 61.4 70.5 25.1 211 29.6
Gippsland 56.8 52.1 61.3 35.3 31.0 39.9
Grampians 63.4 59.2 67.4 27.9 24.3 31.8
Hume 66.0 62.5 69.4 26.9 23.8 30.3
Loddon Mallee 66.7 62.9 70.3 27.4 241 31.0
Rural persons 64.3 62.2 66.4 28.0 26.2 30.0
Total 60.0 58.6 61.4 31.8 30.5 33.1

a. Includes a sports, religious, school, professional or other community action  LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

group. Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding

b. Denominator was only those who belonged to a group and were aged less  estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
than 65 years of age.

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows:
metropolitan/rural.

Note that estimates may not add to 100 per cent due to a proportion of
‘don’t know’ or ‘refused’ responses, not reported here.
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Table 2.31 shows the proportion of people who said that they
could get help from a group contact in finding a job, by LGA.
Significantly higher proportions of people who lived in the LGAs
of Central Goldfields (S), Gannawarra (S), Greater Shepparton
(C), Horsham (RC), Mansfield (S), Mildura (RC), Pyrenees (S),
Southern Grampians (S), Swan Hill (RC), Towong (S), West
Wimmera (S) and Yarriambiack (S) were able to get help from a
group contact in finding a job compared with all Victorian adults
aged 18-64 years. Conversely, there were significantly lower
proportions of people who lived in the LGAs of Casey (C) and
Greater Dandenong (C).

There were significantly higher proportions of people who lived
in the LGAs of Latrobe (C) and Melton (S) who were unable to
get help from a group contact in finding a job compared with

all Victorian adults aged 18-64 years. Conversely, there were
significantly lower proportions of people who lived in the LGAs
of Central Goldfields (S), Gannawarra (S), Hindmarsh (S), Mildura
(RC), Moyne (S), Pyrenees (S), Southern Grampians (S), Swan
Hill (RC) and Yarriambiack (S).
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Table 2.31: Help from a group contact in finding a job,** by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes (\[o]

95% ClI 95% CI

LL LL
Alpine (S) 64.5 54.9 73.1 30.2 22.0 39.9
Ararat (RC) 66.2 56.4 74.8 23.8 17.4 31.7
Ballarat (C) 58.0 50.0 65.5 31.9 25.3 39.3
Banyule (C) 53.9 44.6 63.0 37.5 28.9 47.0
Bass Coast (S) 571 44.9 68.5 33.1 22.7 45.4
Baw Baw (S) 61.6 53.2 69.4 29.1 22.6 36.6
Bayside (C) 69.2 59.4 77.5 25.6 17.8 35.3
Benalla (RC) 66.5 59.8 72.6 27.2 21.5 33.8
Boroondara (C) 51.6 42.5 60.7 38.1 30.0 46.9
Brimbank (C) 63.4 55.4 70.8 27.7 21.2 35.3
Buloke (S) 64.0 54.3 72.6 25.4 18.6 33.8
Campaspe (S) 65.5 55.5 74.3 26.4 19.2 35.1
Cardinia (S) 59.2 51.3 66.6 31.5 24.7 39.2
Casey (C) 47.2 37.7 57.0 40.4 31.4 50.1
Central Goldfields (S) 73.6 66.5 79.7 211 15.8 27.6
Colac-Otway (S) 67.8 58.1 76.1 29.6 21.5 39.2
Corangamite (S) 66.9 59.3 73.8 25.5 19.2 33.1
Darebin (C) 60.4 51.2 68.9 31.2 23.1 40.6
East Gippsland (S) 55.1 46.0 63.9 34.0 26.0 431
Frankston (C) 65.6 57.2 73.2 32.4 25.0 40.8
Gannawarra (S) 69.3 61.2 76.2 20.6 16.7 26.6
Glen Eira (C) 64.7 56.0 72.5 31.3 23.8 39.8
Glenelg (S) 62.9 52.7 721 26.4 21.1 32.6
Golden Plains (S) 53.8 43.3 63.9 35.8 26.1 46.8
Greater Bendigo (C) 67.6 60.6 73.8 26.8 21.0 33.4
Greater Dandenong (C) 47.6 39.1 56.3 36.5 28.8 45.0
Greater Geelong (C) 61.3 53.0 69.1 27.7 20.8 35.8
Greater Shepparton (C) 185 64.6 80.9 23.0 16.0 31.9
Hepburn (S) 57.1 42.5 70.5 38.1 25.0 53.0
Hindmarsh (S) 69.4 57.9 78.8 17.4 11.5 25.4
Hobsons Bay (C) 56.4 45.8 66.5 31.5 22.6 41.9
Horsham (RC) 73.1 63.3 81.1 23.2 15.9 32.7
Hume (C) 50.0 40.4 59.5 35.7 28.0 44.2
Indigo (S) 65.2 55.0 74.2 26.5 191 35.6
Kingston (C) 64.0 55.1 721 30.8 23.1 39.8
Knox (C) 61.0 53.4 68.1 34.1 27.2 41.8
Latrobe (C) 50.2 40.8 59.6 441 34.9 53.7
Loddon (S) 59.3 48.1 69.6 34.6 24.5 46.4

a. Includes a sports, religious, school, professional or other community action  Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.
group. LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

b. Denominator was only those who belonged to a group and were aged less | ga= [ ocal government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.

than 65 years of age.
¥ 9 Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using 10-year  gstimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
age groups.
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Table 2.31: Help from a group contact in finding a job,*° by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

Yes \[¢}

95% Cl 95% Cl

LL LL
Macedon Ranges (S) 52.9 43.0 62.7 42.6 33.1 52.8
Manningham (C) 64.4 56.4 7.7 23.6 17.3 31.3
Mansfield (S) 72.3 63.0 80.0 23.4 16.2 32.5
Maribyrnong (C) 55.0 45.4 64.3 33.6 25.2 43.2
Maroondah (C) 52.9 43.9 61.8 37.9 29.7 46.9
Melbourne (C) 63.4 55.3 70.7 32.2 25.3 39.9
Melton (S) 52.8 44.6 60.9 43.0 35.1 51.4
Mildura (RC) 75.6 69.5 80.9 22.4 17.3 28.5
Mitchell (S) 63.5 53.0 72.8 28.4 19.9 38.9
Moira (S) 57.2 45.9 67.8 30.6 21.1 42.2
Monash (C) 51.6 42.4 60.6 41.5 32.7 50.7
Moonee Valley (C) 62.6 53.4 70.9 30.9 23.0 40.0
Moorabool (S) 62.0 53.4 69.9 30.9 23.7 39.2
Moreland (C) 59.4 50.6 67.7 29.4 22.4 37.6
Mornington Peninsula (S) 63.2 53.0 72.3 31.1 22.5 41.3
Mount Alexander (S) 61.0 51.8 69.5 32.9 24.6 42.3
Moyne (S) 66.9 58.8 74.2 22.8 17.5 29.1
Murrindindi (S) 65.9 55.3 75.1 28.7 19.8 39.6
Nillumbik (S) 60.0 52.1 67.4 31.3 24.9 38.4
Northern Grampians (S) 66.5 57.0 74.8 24.3 17.2 33.1
Port Phillip (C) 67.2 60.2 73.5 25.3 194 32.3
Pyrenees (S) 71.6 64.7 7.7 23.9 18.2 30.8
Queenscliffe (B) 67.3 56.6 76.5 24.2 17.1 33.1
South Gippsland (S) 63.8 54.2 72.3 26.9 20.6 34.2
Southern Grampians (S) 77.0 69.8 82.9 20.1 14.4 27.3
Stonnington (C) 51.2 42.2 60.2 37.3 29.0 46.4
Strathbogie (S) 67.0 57.3 75.5 25.2 17.5 34.9
Surf Coast (S) 67.1 57.2 75.7 27.7 19.5 37.8
Swan Hill (RC) 74.0 65.4 81.1 19.9 13.4 28.3
Towong (S) 69.3 60.9 76.5 25.8 18.8 34.2
Wangaratta (RC) 66.1 55.5 75.3 26.7 18.0 37.6
Warrnambool (C) 64.6 56.0 72.4 28.4 21.7 36.3
Wellington (S) 64.2 54.4 72.9 24.8 18.2 32.9
West Wimmera (S) 68.7 61.4 75.2 25.7 19.7 32.7
Whitehorse (C) 57.9 49.0 66.4 36.2 28.0 45.4
Whittlesea (C) 62.8 54.0 70.9 32.8 25.4 41.2
Wodonga (RC) 58.5 49.4 67.0 32.6 25.4 40.7
Wyndham (C) 61.2 52.8 68.9 25.4 19.3 32.7
Yarra (C) 56.9 45.7 67.5 34.9 24.8 46.5
Yarra Ranges (S) 56.9 47.2 66.1 36.1 27.4 45.8
Yarriambiack (S) 82.4 77.0 86.7 15.4 11.3 20.6
Victoria 59.5 58.1 60.8 324 31.1 33.7
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The relationship, if any, between SES and the ability to get help
from a group contact in finding a job was investigated, using
total annual household income as a measure of SES. There was
a strong socioeconomic gradient; the proportion of men and
women aged 18-65 years who were unable to get help from

a group contact in finding a job significantly decreased with
increasing using total annual household income. Conversely,
those who were able to get help from a group contact in

finding a job significantly increased with increasing total annual
household income (Figure 2.9).

Figure 2.9: Help from a group contact in finding a job,2° by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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a. Includes a sports, religious, school, professional or other community action group.

b. Denominator was only those who belonged to a group and were aged less than 65 years of age.
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

95% Cl = 95 per cent confidence interval.

Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.
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Received help from a volunteer-based organisation

Many volunteer-based organisations seek to address human,
environmental and social needs within the community. Survey
respondents were asked whether they currently received any
help from a volunteer-based organisation.

Table 2.32 shows the proportion of people who reported that
they were receiving help from a volunteer-based organisation,

by age group and sex. Overall, 5.0 per cent of Victorian adults
were receiving help from a volunteer-based organisation; this
was similar between the sexes. Significantly higher proportions
of men and women aged 65 years or over were receiving help
from a volunteer-based organisation and this was significantly
higher in women (10.1 per cent) than men (6.4 per cent).

Table 2.32: Received help from a volunteer-based organisation, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes No
R G 95% ClI 95% CI
(years) LL LL
Males
18-24 3.4* 2.1 5.5 96.5 94.4 97.8
25-34 2.3* 1.4 3.9 97.2 95.5 98.3
35-44 3.8 2.8 52 95.8 94.4 96.9
45-54 4.5 3.5 5.8 95.4 941 96.4
55-64 4.7 3.6 6.0 95.1 93.8 96.2
65+ 6.4 5.6 7.4 93.3 92.3 94.2
Total 4.4 3.9 5.0 95.3 94.8 95.8
Females
18-24 5.8 3.7 8.9 93.8 90.6 95.9
25-34 4.2 3.0 6.0 95.3 93.4 96.6
35-44 3.1 2.4 4.0 96.8 95.9 97.5
45-54 3.7 2.9 4.5 96.0 95.1 96.8
55-64 3.7 3.0 4.5 96.0 95.1 96.7
65+ 10.1 9.1 11.2 89.5 88.3 90.5
Total 5.4 4.9 6.0 94.2 93.5 94.7
Persons
18-24 4.5 3.3 6.3 95.2 93.4 96.5
25-34 3.3 2.4 4.4 96.3 95.1 97.2
35-44 3.5 2.8 4.3 96.3 95.5 97.0
45-54 41 3.4 4.8 95.7 94.9 96.4
55-64 4.2 3.5 4.9 95.6 94.8 96.2
65+ 8.4 7.7 9.2 91.2 90.5 91.9
Total 5.0 4.6 5.4 94.7 94.3 95.1

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and have been age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian

population.
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.

The trend over time from 2005 to 2011-12 of the proportion
of men and women who were receiving help from a volunteer-
based organisation was investigated. There was no significant
change in the proportion of men or women who had or had
not been receiving help from a volunteer-based organisation
between 2005 and 2011-12 (data not shown).

Table 2.33 shows the proportion of Victorian adults who had
been receiving help from a volunteer-based organisation, by
Department of Health & Human Services region and sex. There
were no significant differences between men, women or people
who had been receiving help from a volunteer-based organisation
by Department of Health & Human Services region or between
those who lived in rural compared with metropolitan Victoria.
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Table 2.33: Received help from a volunteer-based organisation, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex,
Victoria, 2011-12

Yes \[o}

95% Cl 95% ClI

LL LL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 3.8 2.8 5.2 95.8 94.2 96.9
North & West Metropolitan 4.6 3.7 5.7 95.0 93.9 96.0
Southern Metropolitan 4.3 3.2 5.6 95.6 94.2 96.6
Metropolitan males 4.3 3.7 4.9 95.5 94.7 96.1
Barwon-South Western 5.1 3.5 7.4 94.7 92.4 96.4
Gippsland 4.3 2.9 6.3 95.7 93.7 97.1
Grampians 5.0 3.6 6.9 94.9 93.0 96.3
Hume 6.4 4.8 8.5 93.5 91.4 95.1
Loddon Mallee 3.6 2.8 4.7 96.3 95.3 971
Rural males 4.8 4.1 5.7 95.1 94.2 95.8
Total 4.4 3.9 5.0 95.3 94.8 95.8
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 5.2 4.1 6.7 94.3 92.8 95.5
North & West Metropolitan 5.0 4.1 6.0 94.4 93.3 95.4
Southern Metropolitan 5.4 4.3 6.8 94.3 92.9 95.4
Metropolitan females 5.3 4.7 6.0 94.3 93.5 94.9
Barwon-South Western 6.8 4.1 11.0 92.9 88.8 95.6
Gippsland 5.6 4.3 7.4 941 92.3 95.5
Grampians 5.8 4.2 7.9 94.1 92.0 95.7
Hume 5.9 4.6 7.5 93.9 92.3 95.2
Loddon Mallee 5.3 4.3 6.6 94.6 93.3 95.7
Rural females 6.0 5.0 7.2 93.9 92.7 94.9
Total 5.4 4.9 6.0 94.2 93.5 94.7
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 4.6 3.8 5.6 95.0 94.0 95.9
North & West Metropolitan 4.8 41 55 94.7 93.9 95.4
Southern Metropolitan 4.9 41 58 94.9 93.9 95.7
Metropolitan persons 4.8 4.4 5.3 94.8 94.3 95.3
Barwon-South Western 5.9 4.2 8.3 93.9 91.4 95.6
Gippsland 5.0 4.0 6.3 94.8 93.5 95.9
Grampians 54 4.3 6.7 94.5 93.2 95.6
Hume 6.2 5.1 7.5 93.7 92.4 94.8
Loddon Mallee 4.5 3.8 5.2 95.5 94.7 96.2
Rural persons 54 4.8 6.2 94.4 93.7 95.1
Total 5.0 4.6 5.4 94.7 94.3 95.1

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Note that estimates may not add to 100 per cent due to a proportion of ‘don’t know’ or ‘refused’ responses, not reported here.
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Table 2.34 shows the proportion of people who received

help from volunteer-based organisations; this ranged from
2.5 per cent in the LGA of Port Phillip (C) to 15.0 per cent

for the LGA of Strathbogie (S). The proportion of people who
had been receiving help from a volunteer-based organisation
was significantly higher in the LGAs of Buloke (S), Loddon (S),
Murrindindi (S), Northern Grampians (S) and Strathbogie (S)
compared with all Victorian adults. By contrast the proportion
of people who had been receiving help from a volunteer-based
organisation was significantly lower in the LGAs of Greater
Bendigo (C) and Port Phillip (C).
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Table 2.34: Received help from a volunteer-based organisation, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes (\[o]

95% ClI 95% ClI

LL LL
Alpine (S) 5.1 3.2 8.1 94.9 91.8 96.8
Ararat (RC) 7.1* 4.1 12.1 92.9 87.9 95.9
Ballarat (C) 4.8 3.2 7.0 95.2 93.0 96.8
Banyule (C) 3.8 2.3 6.4 96.1 93.5 97.7
Bass Coast (S) 4.5% 2.6 7.5 95.5 92.5 97.4
Baw Baw (S) 4.4 2.9 6.6 95.5 93.3 97.0
Bayside (C) 6.1* 2.6 13.4 93.7 86.4 97.2
Benalla (RC) 3.4 2.2 5.2 96.6 94.8 97.8
Boroondara (C) 3.5% 1.9 6.2 96.4 93.7 98.0
Brimbank (C) 4.1* 2.4 6.8 95.1 92.2 96.9
Buloke (S) 11.8* 6.4 20.9 88.1 79.0 93.5
Campaspe (S) 5.1* 3.0 8.5 94.9 91.5 97.0
Cardinia (S) 7.8 5.1 11.7 91.9 88.0 94.6
Casey (C) 5.8 3.5 9.4 94.1 90.6 96.4
Central Goldfields (S) 6.4 4.3 9.4 93.6 90.5 95.6
Colac-Otway (S) 5.7 3.6 9.1 94.1 90.7 96.3
Corangamite (S) 7.6 3.3 16.6 91.9 83.1 96.3
Darebin (C) 4.3 2.6 7.2 95.5 92.6 97.3
East Gippsland (S) 4.9 2.5 9.3 95.0 90.6 97.4
Frankston (C) 5.3 3.1 8.8 94.7 91.1 96.9
Gannawarra (S) 52 3.5 7.6 94.8 92.4 96.5
Glen Eira (C) 4.6 2.7 7.9 94.1 90.2 96.5
Glenelg (S) 5.2 3.6 7.4 94.8 92.6 96.4
Golden Plains (S) 4.8 3.1 7.2 94.1 90.2 96.5
Greater Bendigo (C) 2.3* 1.3 3.8 97.7 96.2 98.7
Greater Dandenong (C) 4.7 3.0 7.4 94.9 92.2 96.7
Greater Geelong (C) 5.1* 2.9 8.8 94.8 91.0 97.0
Greater Shepparton (C) 7.6 4.6 12.3 92.3 87.6 95.3
Hepburn (S) 3.4 2.2 5.2 96.6 94.8 97.8
Hindmarsh (S) 7.4 4.9 11.2 92.3 88.6 94.9
Hobsons Bay (C) 3.6 2.2 5.8 96.3 94.1 97.7
Horsham (RC) 3.9 2.4 6.3 96.1 93.7 97.6
Hume (C) 6.3 3.7 10.3 92.2 88.3 94.9
Indigo (S) 5.6 3.5 8.7 94.1 90.9 96.2
Kingston (C) 4.5 2.9 6.9 95.5 93.1 97.1
Knox (C) 5.7 3.8 8.4 93.3 90.3 95.4
Latrobe (C) 4.5 2.9 6.9 95.5 93.1 97.1
Loddon (S) 13.9 9.2 20.4 86.0 79.5 90.7

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using 10-year Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
age groups. estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural. ~ * Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent
and should be interpreted with caution.

** Estimate has a RSE greater than 50 per cent and is not reported as it is
unreliable for general use.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.
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Table 2.34: Received help from a volunteer-based organisation, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

Yes \[e}

95% ClI 95% Cl

LL LL
Macedon Ranges (S) 4.6 3.0 6.8 95.4 93.2 97.0
Manningham (C) 4.4 2.8 6.7 95.6 93.3 97.2
Mansfield (S) 6.9 4.7 10.1 93.1 89.9 95.3
Maribyrnong (C) 5.9 3.4 10.0 93.8 89.7 96.3
Maroondah (C) 5.1 3.1 8.2 94.7 91.6 96.7
Melbourne (C) 6.8 4.4 10.3 93.2 89.7 95.6
Melton (S) 6.5 3.9 10.5 93.2 89.1 95.8
Mildura (RC) 4.6 3.1 6.6 95.4 93.4 96.9
Mitchell (S) 6.0* 3.4 10.5 94.0 89.5 96.6
Moira (S) 4.7 3.2 6.8 95.0 92.9 96.5
Monash (C) 4.3 2.8 6.6 94.9 92.2 96.7
Moonee Valley (C) 3.8 2.2 6.5 96.2 93.5 97.8
Moorabool (S) 5.8 3.2 10.1 94.2 89.9 96.8
Moreland (C) 3.7* 2.2 6.2 96.2 93.7 97.7
Mornington Peninsula (S) 5.3* 3.0 9.2 94.5 90.7 96.9
Mount Alexander (S) 3.9 2.6 5.9 95.7 93.7 971
Moyne (S) 4.4* 2.3 8.3 93.8 87.7 97.0
Murrindindi (S) 13.7* 7.9 22.7 86.2 77.2 92.0
Nillumbik (S) 3.0 1.3 6.7 97.0 93.3 98.7
Northern Grampians (S) 12.9* 5.3 28.0 87.1 72.0 94.7
Port Phillip (C) 2.5 1.6 4.1 97.5 95.9 98.4
Pyrenees (S) h 89.9 74.6 96.4
Queenscliffe (B) 5.0 1.9 12.4 95.0 87.6 98.1
South Gippsland (S) 3.7* 2.2 6.1 94.8 90.1 97.4
Southern Grampians (S) 6.0 4.0 8.9 94.0 91.1 96.0
Stonnington (C) 4.3 2.5 7.4 95.7 92.6 97.5
Strathbogie (S) 15.0* 7.3 28.2 85.0 71.8 92.7
Surf Coast (S) 6.6 45 9.7 93.4 90.3 95.5
Swan Hill (RC) 3.0 1.6 5.5 96.9 94.4 98.3
Towong (S) 6.4 4.4 9.4 93.3 90.4 95.4
Wangaratta (RC) 3.4 2.3 5.1 96.3 94.6 97.5
Warrnambool (C) 8.8* 5.2 14.5 90.4 84.7 94.2
Wellington (S) 71" 4.1 11.8 92.9 88.2 95.9
West Wimmera (S) 7.2 5.2 10.0 92.7 89.9 94.7
Whitehorse (C) 4.3 2.2 8.2 95.7 91.8 97.8
Whittlesea (C) 3.9 2.3 6.8 95.3 92.3 97.2
Wodonga (RC) 4.4 3.0 6.6 95.2 93.0 96.8
Wyndham (C) 5.5 3.4 8.8 92.9 89.4 95.4
Yarra (C) 5.1* 2.6 9.7 94.8 90.2 97.3
Yarra Ranges (S) 4.2 2.6 6.7 95.1 92.4 96.9
Yarriambiack (S) 8.2 5.2 12.7 91.7 87.2 94.7
Victoria 4.9 4.5 5.3 94.8 94.4 95.2
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The relationship, if any, between SES and the proportion

of people who had been receiving help from a volunteer-

based organisation was investigated, using total annual
household income as a measure of SES. There was a strong
socioeconomic gradient; the proportion of men and women who
had been receiving help from a volunteer-based organisation
significantly decreased with increasing income (Figure 2.10).

Figure 2.10: Received help from a volunteer-based organisation, by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% Cl = 95 per cent confidence interval.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.
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Attended a support group meeting

There are a range of support groups in which individuals
support one another to deal with an issue they have in common,
sometimes with the aid of a facilitator, counsellor or other
professional. Survey respondents were asked if they had been
to any support group meetings over the previous two years.

aged 18 years or over reported having attended a support
group meeting in the previous two years. Overall, 9.1 per cent
of Victorian adults had attended a support group meeting
within the previous two years and this did not differ by sex.
The proportion of men who had attended a support group

meeting was significantly higher in those aged 65 years or over
compared with all Victorian men, while there was no difference
by age group for women.

Table 2.35 shows the proportion of Victorian adults who had
attended a support group meeting in the previous two years,
by age group and sex. Aimost one in 10 people (9.1 per cent)

Table 2.35: Support group attendance, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes (\[o]
e 95% ClI 95% ClI
(years) LL LL
Males
18-24 71 4.5 10.9 92.6 88.7 95.2
25-34 5.6 3.9 8.0 93.7 90.8 95.7
35-44 8.3 6.6 10.2 91.3 89.3 93.0
45-54 9.1 7.6 10.8 90.8 89.1 92.3
55-64 9.0 7.6 10.6 90.8 89.2 92.2
65+ 11.7 10.5 13.0 88.0 86.6 89.2
Total 8.4 7.7 9.2 91.2 90.3 92.0
Females
18-24 7.7 5.3 111 92.3 88.9 94.7
25-34 9.5 7.7 1.7 90.5 88.3 92.3
35-44 10.3 9.0 11.8 89.5 88.0 90.8
45-54 10.3 9.0 1.7 89.7 88.3 91.0
55-64 11.2 10.0 12.6 88.4 87.0 89.7
65+ 10.3 9.3 1.3 89.5 88.4 90.5
Total 9.9 9.2 10.6 90.0 89.3 90.7
Persons
18-24 7.4 5.5 9.8 92.4 90.0 94.3
25-34 7.5 6.2 9.1 921 90.4 93.5
35-44 9.3 8.2 10.5 90.4 89.2 91.5
45-54 9.7 8.7 10.8 90.3 89.2 91.2
55-64 10.1 9.2 11.2 89.6 88.5 90.6
65+ 10.9 10.1 1.7 88.8 88.0 89.6
Total 9.1 8.6 9.7 90.6 90.0 91.1

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and have been age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian
population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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The trend over time from 2003 to 2011-12 of the proportion

of Victorian adults who had attended a support group meeting
in the previous two years was investigated. There was no
significant change in the proportion of men who had attended
a support group meeting. By contrast the proportion of women
who had attended a support group meeting in the previous
two years significantly declined from 2003 to 2011-12

(Figure 2.11).

Figure 2.11: Support group attendance from 2003 to 2011-12, Victoria
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% CI = 95 per cent confidence interval; NS = not significant.
Ordinary least squares regression was used to test for trends over time.

Table 2.36 shows the proportion of Victorian adults who had
attended a support group meeting in the previous two years,

by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex.

A significantly higher proportion of women, but not men, who
lived in rural compared with metropolitan Victoria had attended
a support group meeting in the previous two years. There was
also a significantly higher proportion of women who lived in
Hume Region who had attended a support group meeting in the
previous two years compared with all Victorian women.
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Table 2.36: Support group attendance, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes \[o]
95% CI 95% CI
LL LL

Males

Eastern Metropolitan 11.0 8.7 13.9 88.5 85.7 90.9
North & West Metropolitan 6.9 5.8 8.2 92.5 91.0 93.8
Southern Metropolitan 7.3 6.1 8.8 92.5 90.9 93.7
Metropolitan males 8.1 7.2 9.1 91.5 90.4 92.4
Barwon-South Western 9.2* 5.5 15.0 90.8 85.0 94.5
Gippsland 10.1 7.6 13.1 89.9 86.8 92.3
Grampians 7.0 5.8 8.4 92.9 91.5 94.1
Hume 10.9 9.1 13.1 88.3 85.9 90.3
Loddon Mallee 8.7 7.1 10.7 91.0 89.0 92.7
Rural males 9.1 7.8 10.6 90.6 89.1 91.9
Total 8.4 7.7 9.2 91.2 90.3 92.0
Females

Eastern Metropolitan 9.3 7.6 11.5 90.5 88.4 92.3
North & West Metropolitan 9.3 8.2 10.5 90.3 89.1 91.4
Southern Metropolitan 9.0 7.6 10.6 91.0 89.4 92.4
Metropolitan females 9.2 8.4 10.1 90.6 89.7 91.4
Barwon-South Western 10.4 7.6 13.9 89.6 86.1 92.4
Gippsland 11.0 9.0 13.4 88.9 86.6 90.9
Grampians 11.8 9.2 15.0 88.1 84.9 90.7
Hume 13.9 11.8 16.2 86.1 83.7 88.2
Loddon Mallee 12.0 10.1 14.2 87.9 85.8 89.8
Rural females 1.7 10.5 13.0 88.3 87.0 89.5
Total € 9.2 10.6 90.0 89.3 90.7
Persons

Eastern Metropolitan 10.1 8.6 11.9 89.6 87.9 91.1
North & West Metropolitan 8.1 7.3 9.0 914 90.5 92.3
Southern Metropolitan 8.1 7.2 9.2 91.7 90.7 92.7
Metropolitan persons 8.6 8.0 9.3 911 90.4 91.7
Barwon-South Western 9.6 7.3 12.6 90.3 87.4 92.7
Gippsland 10.4 8.8 12.2 89.5 87.7 91.1
Grampians 9.2 7.9 10.9 90.7 89.1 92.1
Hume 12.4 11.0 14.0 87.2 85.5 88.7
Loddon Mallee 10.5 9.1 12.0 89.3 87.7 90.7
Rural persons 10.4 9.5 11.3 89.5 88.5 90.4
Total 9.1 8.6 9.7 90.6 90.0 91.1

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
Note that estimates may not add to 100 per cent due to a proportion of ‘don’t know’ or ‘refused’ responses, not reported here.

* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.
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Table 2.37 shows the proportion of Victorian adults who had

attended a support group meeting in the previous year, by LGA.

There were significantly higher proportions of people who
had attended a support group meeting in the LGAs of
Buloke (S), East Gippsland (S), Gannawarra (S), Greater
Shepparton (C), Hindmarsh (S), Loddon (S), Mansfield (S),
Moira (S), Murrindindi (S), Strathbogie (S), Swan Hill (RC),
Towong (S), Warrnambool (C), West Wimmera (S) and Yarra
Ranges (S) compared with all Victorian adults.
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Table 2.37: Support group attendance, by LGA and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes \[o]
95% ClI 95% ClI
LL LL
Alpine (S) 12.5¢ 6.3 23.1 87.5 76.9 93.7
Ararat (RC) 11.6 8.5 15.6 88.4 84.4 91.5
Ballarat (C) 7.9 5.3 11.5 92.1 88.5 94.7
Banyule (C) 6.4 4.5 9.1 93.5 90.8 95.5
Bass Coast (S) 13.3 8.2 20.9 86.6 79.0 91.7
Baw Baw (S) 7.0 4.9 9.8 93.0 90.2 95.1
Bayside (C) 8.8 5.6 13.7 91.0 86.1 94.3
Benalla (RC) 13.2 9.1 18.7 86.3 80.7 90.4
Boroondara (C) 7.7 4.8 12.0 92.1 87.8 95.0
Brimbank (C) 8.9 6.2 12.7 90.9 87.1 93.6
Buloke (S) 31.1 23.8 39.5 68.8 60.4 76.2
Campaspe (S) 10.6 7.7 14.5 89.4 85.5 92.3
Cardinia (S) 9.6 7.1 12.9 90.4 87.1 92.9
Casey (C) 8.3 5.8 11.8 91.7 88.2 94.2
Central Goldfields (S) 7.9 5.6 111 91.9 88.6 94.2
Colac-Otway (S) 11.5 8.0 16.2 88.5 83.7 92.0
Corangamite (S) 12.0 9.0 15.8 88.0 84.2 91.0
Darebin (C) 8.2 5.6 11.9 91.6 87.9 94.3
East Gippsland (S) 13.9 9.9 19.2 86.0 80.7 90.0
Frankston (C) 7.9 5.1 11.9 92.1 88.0 94.8
Gannawarra (S) 16.1 10.2 24.3 83.9 75.7 89.8
Glen Eira (C) 8.0 5.5 1.7 91.8 88.1 94.4
Glenelg (S) 9.0 6.5 12.4 91.0 87.6 93.5
Golden Plains (S) 7.4 5.3 10.1 92.6 89.9 94.7
Greater Bendigo (C) 71 5.2 9.7 92.7 90.1 94.6
Greater Dandenong (C) 8.7 6.1 12.3 91.1 87.5 93.7
Greater Geelong (C) 8.6 5.3 13.5 914 86.5 94.7
Greater Shepparton (C) 13.5 9.9 18.1 85.4 80.5 89.3
Hepburn (S) 7.7 5.7 10.4 91.8 89.0 93.9
Hindmarsh (S) 16.6 1.5 23.3 83.4 76.7 88.5
Hobsons Bay (C) 104 7.2 14.9 89.4 85.0 92.7
Horsham (RC) 11.9 9.1 15.4 88.1 84.6 90.9
Hume (C) 8.2 5.9 1.1 88.8 83.4 92.7
Indigo (S) 12.2 8.5 17.3 87.7 82.7 91.5
Kingston (C) 6.6 4.4 9.7 93.0 89.7 95.3
Knox (C) 10.6 7.4 14.8 89.2 85.0 92.4
Latrobe (C) 9.7 6.9 13.6 90.3 86.4 93.1
Loddon (S) 14.3 10.8 18.6 85.7 81.4 89.2
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.
10-year age groups. Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
metropolitan/rural. * Estimate has a relative standard error of between 25 and 50 per cent and
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval. should be interpreted with caution.
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Table 2.37: Support group attendance, by LGA and sex, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

Yes \[e}

95% ClI 95% Cl

LL LL
Macedon Ranges (S) 8.8 5.7 13.5 89.8 84.4 93.4
Manningham (C) 8.9 5.8 13.3 91.1 86.7 94.2
Mansfield (S) 17.0 11.2 25.1 83.0 74.9 88.8
Maribyrnong (C) 9.2 6.1 13.8 90.6 86.1 93.8
Maroondah (C) 6.5 4.3 9.5 92.6 89.1 95.1
Melbourne (C) 11.2 8.0 15.3 88.3 84.2 91.5
Melton (S) 7.9 5.5 11.1 92.1 88.9 94.5
Mildura (RC) 10.6 7.3 15.0 89.4 85.0 92.7
Mitchell (S) 8.1 5.4 121 91.9 87.9 94.6
Moira (S) 13.9 10.1 18.9 86.1 81.1 89.9
Monash (C) 7.8 5.1 1.7 92.2 88.3 94.9
Moonee Valley (C) 7.2 4.8 10.6 92.8 89.4 95.2
Moorabool (S) 7.3 5.2 10.2 92.7 89.8 94.8
Moreland (C) 9.2 6.2 13.4 90.6 86.4 93.6
Mornington Peninsula (S) 9.6 6.4 141 90.4 85.9 93.6
Mount Alexander (S) 11.3 7.6 16.5 88.7 83.5 92.4
Moyne (S) 10.9* 6.3 18.1 89.1 81.9 93.6
Murrindindi (S) 17.9 11.6 26.6 81.9 73.3 88.3
Nillumbik (S) 9.5 6.2 14.4 90.5 85.6 93.8
Northern Grampians (S) 121 8.9 16.1 87.8 83.7 90.9
Port Phillip (C) 6.8 4.4 10.5 93.2 89.5 95.6
Pyrenees (S) 12.7 9.4 17.0 87.3 83.0 90.6
Queenscliffe (B) 9.4 6.2 13.9 90.6 86.1 93.8
South Gippsland (S) 7.5 5.2 10.7 92.3 89.0 94.6
Southern Grampians (S) 8.6 6.5 11.3 91.4 88.7 93.5
Stonnington (C) 8.8 6.0 12.7 91.2 87.3 94.0
Strathbogie (S) 19.4* 10.6 33.0 80.5 67.0 89.4
Surf Coast (S) 7.4 47 11.6 92.6 88.4 95.3
Swan Hill (RC) 16.7 12.1 22.7 83.1 77 87.8
Towong (S) 13.8 10.1 18.6 86.0 81.2 89.7
Wangaratta (RC) 12.3 9.2 16.3 86.1 81.2 89.9
Warrnambool (C) 1441 10.5 18.7 85.9 81.3 89.5
Wellington (S) 10.9 6.8 17.1 89.1 82.9 93.2
West Wimmera (S) 14.6 111 191 85.0 80.5 88.6
Whitehorse (C) 11.5 7.9 16.3 87.9 83.1 91.6
Whittlesea (C) 5.9 3.8 8.8 93.8 90.8 95.9
Wodonga (RC) 9.7 6.6 14.0 90.3 86.0 93.4
Wyndham (C) 6.9 4.9 9.8 92.6 89.6 94.8
Yarra (C) 7.3 4.6 11.5 92.7 88.5 95.4
Yarra Ranges (S) 17.7 12.2 24.9 82.2 75.0 87.6
Yarriambiack (S) 12.7 8.6 18.3 87.3 81.6 91.3
Victoria 9.1 8.6 9.7 90.6 90.1 91.1
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The relationship, if any, between SES and the proportion

of people who had attended a support group meeting in

the previous two years was investigated, using total annual
household income as a measure of SES. There was no
socioeconomic gradient where support group attendance
differed by SES for either men or women. Those with high total
annual household incomes were just as likely as those with
low incomes to have attended a support group meeting in the
previous two years.

Figure 2.12: Support group attendance, by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% CI = 95 per cent confidence interval; NS = not significant.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.
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Access to community services and resources

Survey respondents were asked if they could get access to
community services or resources, such as libraries, maternal and
child health centres and neighbourhood centres, when needed.
Table 2.38 shows access to community services and resources,
by age group and sex. The majority of Victorian adults (85.6 per
cent) were able to access community services and resources
when needed. An additional 8.0 per cent reported that they could

‘sometimes’ access community services and resources, while
only 4.8 per cent reported that they could not. There was no
difference between the sexes. Significantly higher proportions of
men and women aged 65 years or over reported that they could
not or did not often access community services and resources
compared with all Victorian men and women, respectively.

Table 2.38: Access to community services and resources, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
FEE GRS 95% ClI 95% ClI 95% CI
(years) LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
18-24 3.4% 1.9 6.2 9.5 6.9 12.9 86.5 82.5 89.7
25-34 41 2.6 6.3 8.1 5.8 11.0 86.0 82.4 89.0
35-44 4.4 3.2 59 9.4 7.7 114 84.5 82.0 86.7
45-54 5.9 4.7 7.4 10.2 8.6 12.1 81.1 78.7 83.2
55-64 6.8 55 8.3 7.3 6.0 8.8 82.8 80.7 84.7
65+ 7.2 6.1 8.4 7.3 6.2 8.5 82.3 80.6 83.9
Total 5.4 4.8 6.1 8.7 7.9 9.6 83.6 82.5 84.6
Females
18-24 4.8 3.1 7.4 9.0 6.3 12.8 84.9 80.6 88.3
25-34 3.1 2.0 4.8 6.0 4.4 8.1 89.1 86.3 914
35-44 2.8 2.0 3.8 6.3 52 7.7 89.4 87.7 90.8
45-54 3.8 3.0 4.8 7.0 6.0 8.3 87.0 85.4 88.4
55-64 4.5 3.6 5.5 7.4 6.3 8.6 85.2 83.6 86.8
65+ 6.3 5.4 7.3 7.9 6.9 9.0 82.6 81.1 83.9
Total 4.2 3.8 4.8 7.3 6.6 8.0 86.2 85.3 87.1
Persons
18-24 4.1 2.9 5.9 9.3 7.3 1.7 85.7 82.9 88.1
25-34 3.6 2.6 4.9 7.0 5.6 8.8 87.6 85.3 89.5
35-44 3.6 2.8 4.4 7.8 6.8 9.0 87.0 85.5 88.3
45-54 4.9 41 5.7 8.6 7.6 9.7 84.1 82.7 85.4
55-64 5.6 4.8 6.5 7.3 6.5 8.3 84.0 82.7 85.3
65+ 6.7 6.0 7.4 7.6 6.9 8.4 82.5 81.4 83.5
Total 4.8 4.4 5.2 8.0 7.5 8.6 84.9 84.2 85.6

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.

The trend over time from 2005 to 2011-12 of access to
community services and resources was investigated. There were
no significant changes in the proportions of men or women who
did or did not have access to community services and resources
from 2005 to 2011-12 (data not shown).

Table 2.39 shows access to community services and resources,
by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex.
There were significantly higher proportions of men and women
who lived in rural Victoria who reported ‘definitely’ having
access to community services and resources compared with

their metropolitan counterparts. There were also significantly
higher proportions of men who lived in Barwon-South Western
and Grampians regions and women who lived in Hume Region
who reported ‘definitely’ having access to community services
and resources compared with all Victorian men and women,
respectively. By contrast there was a significantly higher
proportion of women who lived in North & West Metropolitan
Region who did not or did not often have access to community
services and resources compared with all Victorian women.
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Table 2.39: Access to community services and resources, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex,
Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI
LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 5.7 4.2 7.8 8.0 6.2 10.2 83.2 80.2 85.9
North & West Metropolitan 6.6 5.4 8.0 10.1 8.7 1.7 81.0 79.0 82.9
Southern Metropolitan 51 4.0 6.5 9.1 7.3 11.2 83.4 80.9 85.6
Metropolitan males 5.9 5.1 6.7 9.3 8.3 10.4 82.3 80.9 83.6
Barwon-South Western 3.4 2.3 5.0 4.7 3.3 6.7 90.6 88.1 92.6
Gippsland 3.7 2.6 5.4 10.0 7.5 13.3 85.3 81.8 882
Grampians 4.5 3.5 5.9 5.9 4.6 7.5 88.1 86.0 90.0
Hume 5.0 3.4 7.4 7.4 5.5 9.9 86.0 829 887
Loddon Mallee 3.9 2.9 5.2 7.4* 5.6 9.8 85.3 81.8 882
Rural males 4.0 3.4 4.7 6.7 5.9 7.7 87.5 86.3 887
Total 5.4 4.8 6.1 8.7 7.9 9.6 83.6 825 84.6
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 3.8 2.6 5.5 5.4 4.2 6.8 88.6 86.5 90.5
North & West Metropolitan 5.7 4.8 6.9 8.9 7.7 10.2 82.5 80.8  84.1
Southern Metropolitan 3.8 2.9 4.9 7.5 6.1 9.0 86.3 84.2 88.1
Metropolitan females 4.5 3.9 5.2 7.6 6.8 8.4 85.3 84.2 86.4
Barwon-South Western 3.2 2.1 4.7 8.7 5.6 13.2 86.9 82.4 90.4
Gippsland 4.0 2.3 6.9 6.2 4.6 8.3 88.7 865 912
Grampians 4.3* 2.5 71 5.1 4.1 6.5 89.4 86.5 91.7
Hume 2.8 2.2 3.6 5.7 4.5 7.2 90.4 88.7 919
Loddon Mallee 3.1 2.1 4.4 6.9 41 11.4 89.0 849  92.1
Rural females 3.4 2.7 4.2 6.8 5.5 8.4 88.7 87.0 90.2
Total 4.2 3.8 4.8 7.3 6.6 8.0 86.2 85.3 871
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 4.7 3.7 5.9 6.9 5.7 8.3 85.7 83.8 87.4
North & West Metropolitan 6.2 5.4 7.0 9.5 8.6 10.6 81.7 80.4 83.0
Southern Metropolitan 4.4 3.7 5.3 8.2 7.1 9.5 84.9 83.3 86.4
Metropolitan persons 5.2 4.7 5.7 8.4 7.8 9.1 83.9 83.0 84.7
Barwon-South Western 3.3 2.5 4.3 6.6 4.7 9.2 88.9 86.2 91.1
Gippsland 4.0 2.8 5.7 7.9 6.4 9.8 87.0 84.7  89.0
Grampians 4.2 3.2 5.5 B 4.6 6.6 88.9 87.3 904
Hume 3.9 3.0 5.0 6.5 5.3 7.8 88.4 86.6  89.9
Loddon Mallee 3.5 2.8 4.4 7.3 5.2 10.0 87.2 84.4 89.5
Rural persons 3% 3.2 4.2 6.8 5.9 7.7 88.1 87.1 89.1
Total 4.8 4.4 5.2 8.0 7.5 8.6 84.9 84.2 85.6

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.
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Table 2.40 shows access to community services and resources,
by LGA. There were significantly higher proportions of people
who lived in the LGAs of Ararat (RC), Ballarat (C), Bayside

(C), Central Goldfields (S), Corangamite (S), Gannawarra (S),
Hepburn (S), Horsham (RC), Mildura (RC), Moira (S), Mornington
Peninsula (S), Mount Alexander (S), Northern Grampians (S),
Port Phillip (C), Queenscliffe (B), Southern Grampians (S) and
Wodonga (RC) who ‘definitely’ had access to community
services and resources compared with all Victorian adults.
Conversely, there were significantly lower proportions of people
who lived in the LGAs of Brimbank (C), Buloke (S), Greater
Dandenong (C), Hume (C), Loddon (S), Maribyrnong (C),
Moreland (C) and Whittlesea (S) who ‘definitely’ had access

to community services and resources compared with all
Victorian adults.

There were significantly higher proportions of people who lived
in the LGAs of Brimbank (C), Greater Dandenong (C), Hume (C)
and Whittlesea (C) who did not or did not often have access to
community services and resources compared with all Victorian
adults. Conversely, there were significantly lower proportions of
people who lived in the LGAs of Bayside (C), Central Goldfields
(S), Corangamite (S), Greater Bendigo (C), Mitchell (S), Mount
Alexander (S), Port Phillip (C), Wodonga (RC) and Yarra (C) who
did not or did not often have access to community services and
resources compared with all Victorian adults.
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Table 2.40: Access to community services and resources, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% CI 95% CI 95% CI

LL LL LL UL
Alpine (S) 4.9 2.6 9.1 4.5 2.2 9.2 90.3 85.3 93.7
Ararat (RC) 3.5% 2.1 5.8 5.2 3.2 8.4 90.7 87.1 93.3
Ballarat (C) 3.3 1.7 6.5 4.6 3.0 6.8 90.4 86.8 93.0
Banyule (C) 4.7* 2.2 9.7 8.1* 4.5 14.0 85.8 79.2 90.6
Bass Coast (S) 5.7* 3.1 10.3 11.2* 6.4 18.8 82.3 74.6 88.1
Baw Baw (S) 3.2* 1.8 5.5 8.3 5.1 13.2 87.1 82.1 90.9
Bayside (C) 1.9* 1.0 3.6 6.5 4.0 10.4 90.0 86.0 93.0
Benalla (RC) 4.2* 2.4 7.3 12.6* 6.1 24.2 82.6 Yans 89.9
Boroondara (C) 4.8* 2.7 8.4 6.3 3.8 10.4 87.0 82.1 90.8
Brimbank (C) 7.8 5.3 11.2 11.6 8.7 15.4 77.8 73.0 81.9
Buloke (S) 8.2* 4.4 14.6 20.7 15.6 26.8 70.6 63.0 77.2
Campaspe (S) 5.2* 2.5 10.3 7.8 4.1 14.2 86.0 79.1 90.9
Cardinia (S) 4.1* 2.1 8.1 8.6 5.9 124 85.0 80.2 88.8
Casey (C) 5.7 3.6 9.0 8.7 6.1 12.4 83.5 79.0 87.2
Central Goldfields (S) 2.3 1.4 3.7 6.0 3.5 10.2 90.3 86.2 93.3
Colac-Otway (S) 2.3 1.0 5.0 7.6" 4.3 13.2 90.1 84.4 93.9
Corangamite (S) 2.3* 1.3 3.8 6.7 4.3 10.5 90.0 86.2 92.9
Darebin (C) 5.5 3.5 8.4 6.0 4.1 8.8 86.7 83.1 89.7
East Gippsland (S) 3.0 1.3 6.6 6.0 3.5 10.0 90.3 85.6 93.6
Frankston (C) 4.2* 2.4 7.3 4.7 2.9 7.6 87.5 81.8 91.7
Gannawarra (S) ** * ** 5.5% 2.9 10.3 93.4 88.7 96.3
Glen Eira (C) 3.1* 1.7 5.8 7.6 4.6 12.4 87.4 82.4 91.1
Glenelg (S) 3.2 2.0 5.2 6.7 4.4 10.1 89.3 85.6 92.1
Golden Plains (S) 7.0 4.4 10.8 9.4 6.4 13.6 81.4 76.5 85.5
Greater Bendigo (C) 1.7* 0.9 3.0 7.8* 3.7 15.7 87.1 79.7 92.1
Greater Dandenong (C) 10.3 7.5 14.0 15.0 11.3 19.8 71.2 65.8 76.1
Greater Geelong (C) 3.0 1.8 4.8 6.0 3.5 10.3 89.5 85.2 92.6
Greater Shepparton (C) 6.2* 3.6 10.4 5.3 3.3 8.6 86.8 82.0 90.5
Hepburn (S) 2.9 1.6 5.2 5.4 3.6 8.0 91.4 88.4 93.8
Hindmarsh (S) 6.3 3.2 121 7.4 4.8 11.3 85.5 79.4 90.0
Hobsons Bay (C) 4.8 2.8 8.0 1.5 8.0 16.4 81.8 76.5 86.1
Horsham (RC) 4.4* 2.4 7.9 2.8* 1.6 4.6 92.3 88.8 94.8
Hume (C) 8.2 5.5 12.0 11.6 8.1 16.3 76.8 71.5 81.4
Indigo (S) 5.1* 2.7 9.3 10.7 6.6 17.0 83.9 77.2 89.0
Kingston (C) 3.9 2.1 7.3 1313 8.5 20.1 80.6 73.8 86.0
Knox (C) 6.8 4.2 10.9 9.2 6.1 13.5 81.5 76.2 85.9
Latrobe (C) 3.3 1.8 6.1 8.2 5.4 12.2 87.4 83.0 90.8
Loddon (S) 8.5 4.2 16.5 16.3* 9.5 26.5 74.0 65.2 81.2

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using 10-year Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
age groups. estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural. ™ Estimate has a relative standard error of between 25 and 50 per cent and
should be interpreted with caution.

** Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) greater than 50 per cent and is
not reported as it is unreliable for general use.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.
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Table 2.40: Access to community services and resources, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI

LL UL LL UL LL UL
Macedon Ranges (S) 6.1* 3.3 11.2 5.8* 3.5 9.5 85.1 79.1 89.6
Manningham (C) 4.7* 2.7 8.1 5.1* 2.8 9.0 88.4 83.7 91.9
Mansfield (S) 2.3 1.0 5.2 9.6" 5.2 17.0 87.2 79.9 92.1
Maribyrnong (C) 6.4 4.3 9.4 13.4 9.2 19.2 77.2 71.2 82.3
Maroondah (C) 3.8 2.0 7.2 5.9 3.7 9.5 88.2 83.8 91.5
Melbourne (C) 5.2 3.2 8.4 7.8 52 115 84.8 80.4 88.4
Melton (S) 5.2 3.2 8.4 10.3 7.6 13.9 81.8 77.3 85.6
Mildura (RC) 3.9* 2.2 6.7 4.8 3.0 7.6 90.1 86.5 92.9
Mitchell (S) 1.8* 0.8 4.3 7.9 4.2 14.4 89.6 83.4 93.7
Moira (S) 2.4* 1.2 4.8 4.9 3.0 7.7 91.7 88.3 94.1
Monash (C) 4.7* 2.3 9.1 6.0 3.7 9.6 84.3 78.3 88.8
Moonee Valley (C) 34 2.1 5.4 6.9 4.2 11.0 85.3 80.2 89.4
Moorabool (S) 6.0 3.7 9.7 5.4* 3.3 8.8 87.4 82.8 90.9
Moreland (C) 5.6 3.8 8.1 1241 8.6 16.7 79.4 74.3 83.7
Mornington Peninsula (S) 4.0* 2.0 7.8 3.0* 1.6 5.4 91.9 87.9 94.6
Mount Alexander (S) 2.7 1.7 4.2 4.8 3.2 7.2 921 89.4 94.1
Moyne (S) 5.5 3.2 9.4 9.3 4.9 171 83.2 75.3 88.9
Murrindindi (S) 3.5 2.0 6.0 11.0* 57 20.1 84.7 76.0 90.6
Nillumbik (S) 2.4* 1.2 4.8 7.6" 4.4 12.6 87.7 82.3 91.7
Northern Grampians (S) 3.5% 1.9 6.5 6.2 4.0 9.6 89.7 85.8 92.7
Port Phillip (C) 1.1* 0.5 2.3 5.5 3.4 8.8 91.1 87.5 93.8
Pyrenees (S) 3.7 2.4 5.7 10.8* 4.1 25.7 83.5 70.5 91.5
Queenscliffe (B) > > > 4.1* 1.6 10.2 95.0 89.2 97.8
South Gippsland (S) 3.8* 1.7 8.3 71" 3.7 138.2 87.8 81.3 92.3
Southern Grampians (S) 3.5% 2.1 5.8 4.4 2.8 6.7 91.2 88.1 93.5
Stonnington (C) 4.4* 2.5 7.6 6.7* 3.9 11.4 85.9 80.5 89.9
Strathbogie (S) 3.3 1.7 6.1 12.6* 7.3 21.0 83.4 75.2 89.2
Surf Coast (S) 4.6 2.1 9.9 6.9 3.8 12.4 87.8 81.3 92.2
Swan Hill (RC) 4.4% 2.3 8.3 9.6 6.2 14.5 84.9 79.5 89.0
Towong (S) 5.6 3.3 9.5 14.6* 8.4 24.0 77.8 69.3 84.5
Wangaratta (RC) * * . 3.9 2.2 7.0 90.6 85.5 94.0
Warrnambool (C) 3.6 1.9 6.8 9.0 5.7 13.9 86.7 81.4 90.6
Wellington (S) . > . 8.3 5.1 13.3 83.2 74.3 89.5
West Wimmera (S) 8.5 5.1 13.8 7.7 4.9 121 82.0 76.0 86.7
Whitehorse (C) 3.2 1.9 5.1 9.3 6.0 14.3 85.6 80.6 89.5
Whittlesea (C) 10.1 71 14.2 8.8 6.1 12.4 77.8 72.8 82.2
Wodonga (RC) 1.8* 0.9 3.6 2.7% 1.6 4.6 93.9 91.0 96.0
Wyndham (C) 6.7+ 4.0 11.0 6.9 4.6 10.2 85.1 80.3 88.8
Yarra (C) 2.0 1.1 3.5 5.0 3.3 7.5 89.2 85.7 92.0
Yarra Ranges (S) 3.9 2.4 6.1 6.1 3.8 9.6 87.8 83.9 90.8
Yarriambiack (S) 3.8 2.4 6.1 12.6 8.7 17.9 82.0 76.5 86.4
Victoria 4.8 4.4 5.2 7.9 7.4 8.5 85.1 84.4 85.8
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The relationship, if any, between SES and access to community
services and resources was investigated, using total annual
household income as a measure of SES. There was a strong
socioeconomic gradient where the proportions of men

and women who were not able or not often able to access
community services and resources significantly decreased with
increasing total annual household income (Figure 2.13).

Figure 2.13: Proportion of males and females who could not access community services and resources, by total

annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% Cl = 95 per cent confidence interval.

Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.

2.4 Social and civic trust

Trust has been defined as a set of socially learned and
confirmed expectations that people have of each other, of

the organisations and institutions in which they live, and of

the natural and moral social orders that set the fundamental
understandings for their lives (Kramer 1999). Conversely, distrust
has been defined as a lack of confidence in another, a concern
that the other may act so as to harm one, that he/she does not
care about one’s welfare or intends to act harmfully, or is hostile
(Kramer 1999). Trust is essential within social systems to enable
cooperative and altruistic behaviours that enhance collective
wellbeing and the attainment of collective goals. Trust in our
civic institutions and the people who run them, such as our
healthcare system, is therefore essential in order to maximise an
individual’s health and wellbeing.

Trust underpins the concept of the ‘norm of reciprocity’ — that
is, the expectation that people will respond favourably to each
other by returning benefits for benefits, and not responding with
either indifference or hostility. Whether individuals take up
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opportunities for social interaction and community
engagement may depend on the level and extent of both
social and civic trust.

Social trust refers to trust among casual acquaintances or
strangers in everyday social interactions, while civic trust refers
to trust in public or institutions, and the respect that citizens
are accorded in their relationships with those institutions.

The Victorian Population Health Survey asks a series of four
questions — two on social trust and two on civic trust. The

two indicators of social trust were whether an individual felt
safe walking down their street alone after dark and whether
the individual agreed that most people could be trusted. The
two indicators of civic trust were whether a person believed
there were opportunities to have a real say on issues that were
important to them and whether they felt valued by society.
This section focuses on the extent to which these enabling
conditions are present.



Social trust

Feeling safe walking down the street at night

Table 2.41 shows the proportions of people who did or did not
feel safe walking alone down their street after dark. The majority
of Victorian adults that felt safe was 61.1 per cent. However,
there was a substantial difference between the sexes, with

76.7 per cent of men compared with only 46.1 per cent of
women (46.1 per cent) reporting feeling safe. Men and women
aged 65 years or over were significantly more likely not to not
feel safe walking down their street alone after dark compared
with all other age groups.

Table 2.41: Feelings of safety, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
P G 95% Cl 95% Cl 95% Cl
(years) LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
18-24 6.3 4.3 9.2 11.8 9.0 15.2 81.4 77.3 85.0
25-34 7.3 5.1 10.5 13.6 10.5 17.4 78.3 73.9 82.1
35-44 7.1 5.5 9.0 11.8 9.9 14.2 80.5 77.8 83.0
45-54 7.5 6.1 9.1 10.9 9.1 12.8 80.0 77.6 82.1
55-64 8.5 7.2 10.1 9.1 7.6 10.8 78.3 76.1 80.4
65+ 19.1 17.5 20.8 9.3 8.1 10.6 64.6 62.6 66.6
Total 9.6 8.8 10.5 11.0 10.1 121 76.7 55 77.9
Females
18-24 241 19.9 28.9 31.8 26.9 37.1 42.9 37.6 48.3
25-34 22.7 19.8 25.9 28.0 24.7 31.6 48.2 44.4 52.0
35-44 24.3 22.2 26.4 21.9 19.9 24.0 50.8 48.4 53.2
45-54 25.6 23.6 27.7 19.4 17.7 21.3 51.8 49.6 54.0
55-64 28.6 26.7 30.6 14.0 12.5 15.6 51.2 49.0 53.3
65+ 43.7 42.0 45.5 9.7 8.7 10.8 32.3 30.7 33.9
Total 28.3 27.2 29.4 20.3 19.2 21.4 46.1 44.8 47.4
Persons
18-24 15.0 12.6 17.8 21.6 18.6 24.8 62.6 58.8 66.2
25-34 15.0 13.0 17.2 20.8 18.4 23.4 63.3 60.3 66.2
35-44 15.8 14.4 17.3 17.0 15.5 18.5 65.4 63.5 67.3
45-54 16.7 15.4 18.0 15.2 13.9 16.5 65.7 64.0 67.3
55-64 18.8 17.5 20.1 11.6 10.5 12.7 64.5 62.8 66.0
65+ 32.6 31.3 33.9 9.5 8.7 10.4 46.9 45.6 48.3
Total 19.3 18.6 20.0 15.6 14.9 16.4 61.1 60.1 62.0

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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The trend over time from 2005 to 2011-12 of feelings of safety
was investigated. There were no significant changes from 2005
to 2011-12 in the respective proportions of men and women
who did or did not feel safe walking down their street alone after
dark (data not shown).

Table 2.42 shows feelings of safety, by Department of Health

& Human Services region and sex. There was a substantial
difference between men and women who lived in rural compared
with metropolitan Victoria, with significantly higher proportions of
those in rural Victoria who definitely felt safe walking alone down
their street after dark. There were significantly higher proportions
of men who lived in every rural Department of Health & Human
Services region, with the exception of Gippsland Region, who
definitely felt safe compared with all Victorian men. In contrast,
there were significantly higher proportions of women who lived in
every rural Department of Health & Human Services region, with
the exception of Barwon-South Western Region, who definitely
felt safe compared with all Victorian women. Women who lived
in North & West Metropolitan Region were significantly more
likely not to feel safe walking alone down their street after dark
compared with all other rural and metropolitan regions and all
Victorian women.
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Table 2.42: Feelings of safety, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
95% CI 95% ClI 95% CI
LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 8.1 6.4 10.1 10.3 8.1 12.9 79.8 76.8 82.6
North & West Metropolitan 12.0 10.5 13.7 13.9 121 15.9 71.8 69.5  74.1
Southern Metropolitan 11.4 9.6 13.6 11.4 9.6 138.5 75.4 72.7 77.9
Metropolitan males 10.6 9.7 1.7 12.3 11.1 13.5 75.1 735 765
Barwon-South Western 513 3.6 7.7 7.1 4.7 10.6 84.3 80.4 87.5
Gippsland 71 5.2 9.6 9.5 6.9 138.0 79.3 75.4 82.7
Grampians 6.4 4.7 8.7 6.5 4.7 8.8 82.6 79.8 85.2
Hume 6.5 5.3 8.0 7.8 5.6 10.6 80.9 779 836
Loddon Mallee 8.2 6.4 10.5 5.6 4.3 7.2 82.3 79.7 84.7
Rural males 6.6 5.8 7.6 7.2 6.1 8.4 82.2 80.6  83.6
Total 9.6 8.8 105 11.0 10.1 121 76.7 755 77.9
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 26.7 241 29.5 21.5 18.7 24.6 471 43.6 50.5
North & West Metropolitan 33.5 31.6 35.4 20.7 19.0 22.6 41.3 39.3 43.4
Southern Metropolitan 292 268 316 22.0 19.6 24.5 45.1 424 478
Metropolitan females 30.4 29.1 31.7 21.4 20.1 22.7 44.0 42.5 45.5
Barwon-South Western 23.7 19.8 28.0 19.5 15.1 24.8 48.4 43.2 53.7
Gippsland 253 220 288 14.5 12.0 17.5 52.7 488  56.5
Grampians 21.7 184 255 18.3 14.9 22.2 51.6 474 557
Hume 21.5 189 244 13.8 11.5 16.6 56.8 535  59.9
Loddon Mallee 20.3 17.7 232 16.3 131 20.1 55.7 51.4  60.0
Rural females 225 209 242 16.8 15.0 18.7 52.6 50.5  54.7
Total 283 27.2 294 20.3 19.2 21.4 46.1 448 474
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 17.9 16.3 19.6 16.1 14.2 18.1 62.8 60.4  65.1
North & West Metropolitan 23.0 217 243 17.3 16.0 18.6 56.3 547  58.0
Southern Metropolitan 20.6 19.0 22.2 16.7 15.2 18.4 59.8 57.7 61.8
Metropolitan persons 20.8 20.0 21.7 16.8 15.9 17.7 59.1 58.0 60.3
Barwon-South Western 14.9 12.4 17.7 13.5 10.5 17.2 65.7 61.5 69.7
Gippsland 16.4 14.4 18.7 1241 10.2 14.3 65.5 62.7  68.2
Grampians 141 12.2 16.3 12.2 10.2 14.6 67.0 642  69.7
Hume 14.2 12.6 16.0 10.8 9.2 12.8 68.5 66.2 70.8
Loddon Mallee 14.5 12.7 16.5 11.3 9.3 13.7 68.2 653 71.0
Rural persons 14.8 13.8 15.8 12.0 10.9 13.3 67.0 65.5 68.5
Total 19.3 18.6  20.0 15.6 14.9 16.4 61.1 60.1 62.0

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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Table 2.43 shows feelings of safety, by LGA. Significantly higher
proportions of people who lived in the LGAs of Alpine (S), Ararat
(RC), Banyule (C), Bass Coast (S), Baw Baw (S), Bayside (C),
Boroondara (C), Buloke (S), Gannawarra (S), Golden Plains

(S), Hepburn (S), Hindmarsh (S), Indigo (S), Macedon Ranges
(S), Manningham (C), Mansfield (S), Melbourne (C), Moira (S),
Moonee Valley (C), Moorabool (S), Mornington Peninsula (S),
Mount Alexander (S), Moyne (S), Murrindindi (S), Northern
Grampians (S), Port Phillip (C), Queenscliffe (B), South Gippsland
(8), Southern Grampians (S), Strathbogie (S), Surf Coast (S),
Towong (S), Wangaratta (RC), Wellington (S), West Wimmera

(S) and Yarriambiack (S) reported definitely feeling safe walking
alone down their street after dark compared with all Victorian
adults. By contrast significantly lower proportions of people who
lived in the LGAs of Brimbank (C), Casey (C), Frankston (C),
Greater Dandenong (C), Hume (C), Melton (S), Whittlesea (C)
and Wyndham (C) reported definitely feeling safe walking alone
down their street after dark compared with all Victorian adults.

Significantly higher proportions of people who lived in the LGAs
of Brimbank (C), Casey (C), Greater Dandenong (C), Hume

(C), Latrobe (C), Maribyrnong (C), Melton (S), Mildura (RC),
Whittlesea (C) and Wyndham (C) reported not or not often
feeling safe walking alone down their street after dark compared
with all Victorian adults.
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Table 2.43: Feelings of safety, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% CI 95% CI 95% CI

LL UL LL UL LL UL
Alpine (S) > > > 4.0 2.6 6.1 81.7 72.3 88.4
Ararat (RC) 7.6 57 10.0 9.7 6.0 15.3 73.8 67.9 79.0
Ballarat (C) 19.2 151 24.0 171 13.0 22.3 59.2 53.2 64.8
Banyule (C) 15.6 12.0 20.0 11.0 7.4 16.0 70.4 64.5 75.7
Bass Coast (S) 14.0 9.8 19.7 8.7 5.3 13.9 71.8 64.9 77.8
Baw Baw () 12.6 9.5 16.4 10.3 7.0 151 68.3 62.6 73.4
Bayside (C) 13.4 9.0 19.5 12.4 8.7 17.4 70.5 63.4 76.7
Benalla (RC) 8.3 6.4 10.8 17.1 10.3 27.2 67.9 58.6 75.9
Boroondara (C) 14.3 11.2 18.1 14.9 10.8 20.3 68.7 63.0 73.9
Brimbank (C) 29.4 25.0 34.2 20.8 16.3 26.0 46.2 40.5 52.0
Buloke (S) 12.0* 71 19.7 7.3* 3.9 13.4 73.0 64.9 79.8
Campaspe (S) 13.7 9.8 19.0 14.4 9.2 21.8 66.1 58.8 72.7
Cardinia (S) 17.0 13.7 20.9 11.9 8.2 16.9 65.5 60.0 70.7
Casey (C) 30.0 24.9 35.6 16.0 121 20.9 B2 45.3 57.3
Central Goldfields (S) 15.7 11.8 20.7 13.1 8.0 20.7 64.6 56.9 71.6
Colac-Otway (S) 15.2 11.6 19.7 8.9 55 14.2 66.0 59.2 72.3
Corangamite (S) 8.7 5.7 13.3 8.0* 4.2 14.7 69.1 61.3 76.0
Darebin (C) 21.5 17.5 26.0 18.8 14.2 24.4 56.5 50.5 62.4
East Gippsland (S) 18.1 12.8 24.9 17.3 12.0 24.3 60.1 52.8 66.9
Frankston (C) 23.3 18.9 28.3 21.5 16.3 27.8 53.1 46.6 59.5
Gannawarra (S) 7.9 5.7 10.9 8.1* 3.8 16.4 74.7 67.1 81.0
Glen Eira (C) 16.7 11.7 20.9 17.9 13.4 23.6 64.0 57.6 69.8
Glenelg (S) 12.5 8.7 17.7 12.0 7.7 18.3 67.2 60.2 73.5
Golden Plains (S) 12.9 8.6 18.9 5.0 3.1 8.1 72.5 66.4 77.8
Greater Bendigo (C) 12.8 8.5 18.9 12.7 8.3 18.9 69.2 61.7 75.8
Greater Dandenong (C) 30.9 26.0 36.3 24.3 19.4 29.9 39.8 34.3 45.5
Greater Geelong (C) 16.9 18.2 21.4 14.6 10.3 20.3 64.1 57.6 701
Greater Shepparton (C) 24.3 19.0 30.4 15.4 10.7 21.8 53.4 46.5 60.2
Hepburn (S) 9.4 7.0 12.7 5.9 3.2 10.5 73.7 64.4 81.2
Hindmarsh (S) 11.3 7.7 16.1 5.5* 3.0 9.7 75.4 69.2 80.7
Hobsons Bay (C) 23.2 18.8 28.2 14.0 10.1 19.0 59.3 53.4 65.0
Horsham (RC) 13.7 9.1 20.1 9.6 6.9 13.2 65.2 55.1 74.2
Hume (C) 32.4 271 38.2 19.1 14.9 24.0 45.5 40.3 50.8
Indigo (S) 7.7* 4.5 12.9 3.9* 2.0 7.2 81.2 75.6 85.7
Kingston (C) 20.7 16.6 25.4 16.9 121 23.0 60.4 54.0 66.6
Knox (C) 21.3 17.3 25.9 17.5 13.4 22.6 57.5 51.8 62.9
Latrobe (C) 24.9 20.1 30.3 14.0 10.2 19.0 56.8 50.8 62.6
Loddon (S) 8.4 5.6 12.5 17.9 11.8 26.1 64.7 57.6 71.2

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using 10-year
age groups.

Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.
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Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent
and should be interpreted with caution.

** Estimate has a RSE greater than 50 per cent and is not reported as it is
unreliable for general use.



Table 2.43: Feelings of safety, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI

LL UL LL UL LL UL
Macedon Ranges (S) 10.7 7.6 14.9 8.9 5.6 13.8 74.7 68.7 79.9
Manningham (C) 156.2 11.5 19.9 13.5 9.4 19.1 68.2 61.9 73.9
Mansfield (S) 5.3 3.6 7.8 3.0 1.6 5.4 85.0 81.5 88.0
Maribyrnong (C) 25.3 20.6 30.7 15.6 11.8 20.3 56.0 49.8 62.0
Maroondah (C) 21.2 16.3 27.0 17.2 12.9 22.6 59.3 52.9 65.3
Melbourne (C) 9.4 6.8 12.9 20.2 15.7 25.7 68.2 62.6 73.4
Melton (S) 26.1 21.8 30.9 15.6 12.0 20.0 52.9 47.3 58.5
Mildura (RC) 25.0 20.0 30.6 1.2 8.1 15.3 57.7 51.5 63.7
Mitchell (S) 16.5 12.0 22.2 10.9 7.3 16.0 67.0 60.5 72.9
Moira (S) 7.9 5.3 1156 11.6* 6.5 19.8 73.5 65.8 79.9
Monash (C) 19.1 15.5 23.3 20.7 15.4 27.2 57.1 50.6 63.3
Moonee Valley (C) 17.0 13.7 21.0 11.7 8.6 15.6 67.8 62.7 72.4
Moorabool (S) 14.5 11.1 18.8 10.4 7.2 14.8 70.5 65.0 75.5
Moreland (C) 22.5 18.5 26.9 19.0 14.3 24.8 56.5 50.3 62.5
Mornington Peninsula (S) 15.5 11.7 20.3 13.0 8.6 19.1 68.7 62.3 74.5
Mount Alexander (S) 8.5 5.8 12.4 10.8* 6.1 18.5 76.3 68.9 82.3
Moyne (S) 7.8 5.9 10.4 11.1* 5.8 20.4 70.5 62.2 77.6
Murrindindi (S) 6.2 4.3 9.0 5.9* 2.4 13.9 78.3 71.5 83.9
Nillumbik (S) 11.0 7.9 15.2 11.8 7.5 18.1 67.5 60.7 73.6
Northern Grampians (S) 7.2 5.3 9.6 7.0 4.7 10.5 78.5 74.4 82.1
Port Phillip (C) 12.6 9.6 16.4 14.6 10.7 19.6 72.2 66.6 77.2
Pyrenees (S) 8.2* 4.9 13.5 12.7* 5.1 28.3 69.8 57.8 79.6
Queenscliffe (B) 4.4* 2.3 8.3 2.0* 1.1 3.5 92.0 88.3 94.6
South Gippsland (S) 7.8 4.8 12.5 8.1* 4.7 13.8 77.2 70.8 82.6
Southern Grampians (S) 9.0 5.8 13.7 9.2% 51 16.0 73.9 66.5 80.1
Stonnington (C) 12.8 9.3 17.4 17.8 131 23.8 67.5 61.0 73.3
Strathbogie (S) 4.9 3.5 6.7 11.6* 6.2 20.5 74.5 66.1 81.3
Surf Coast (S) 8.8 5.6 13.6 8.7* 4.6 15.9 77.2 70.2 82.9
Swan Hill (RC) 19.5 14.6 25.6 11.8 7.9 17.2 62.4 55.5 68.8
Towong (S) 7.0 3.9 121 6.4* 3.8 10.5 78.0 71.9 83.1
Wangaratta (RC) 13.3 9.4 18.4 7.5* 4.4 12.6 74.8 68.7 80.1
Warrnambool (C) 18.8 14.6 23.8 20.8 15.8 26.9 56.8 50.4 62.9
Wellington (S) 12.9 9.9 16.5 10.1 6.4 15.7 70.1 63.9 75.7
West Wimmera (S) 4.3 2.8 6.7 9.3 5.9 14.4 73.7 67.7 78.9
Whitehorse (C) 20.1 15.1 26.2 15.5 11.0 21.4 61.9 55.0 68.3
Whittlesea (C) 28.4 23.8 33.5 17.8 13.7 22.7 49.5 43.8 55.2
Wodonga (RC) 22.4 17.0 28.8 12.0 8.9 16.0 60.9 541 67.4
Wyndham (C) 26.0 21.4 31.2 23.0 18.7 28.1 47.4 42.0 52.9
Yarra (C) 12.8 8.4 18.9 15.9 10.9 22.5 68.9 61.3 75.6
Yarra Ranges (S) 15.5 12.3 194 14.5 10.7 19.4 64.6 58.8 70.1
Yarriambiack (S) 6.2 4.5 8.5 5.2 3.5 7.7 78.9 74.8 82.5
Victoria 19.3 18.6 20.0 15.9 15.1 16.6 60.9 59.9 61.8

2. Social capital 121



The relationship, if any, between SES and feelings of safety was
investigated, using total annual household income as a measure
of SES. There was a strong socioeconomic gradient where the
proportions of men and women who did not or did not often
feel safe walking alone down their street after dark significantly
decreased with increasing total annual household income
(Figure 2.14). Therefore the level of social trust declined with
increasing disadvantage.

Figure 2.14: Proportion of men and women who did not or did not often feel safe walking alone down their street after dark,

by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% Cl = 95 per cent confidence interval.

Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.

Trust in people

Table 2.44 shows the proportions of people who agreed or
disagreed that most people could be trusted, by age group and
sex. Overall, 39.0 per cent of Victorian adults agreed that most
people could be trusted; this was significantly higher in men
(42.9 per cent) than women (35.2 per cent). A further 43.2 per
cent agreed that most people could ‘sometimes’ be trusted; this
was significantly higher in women (45.7 per cent) than men (40.8
per cent). Conversely, 16.8 per cent of Victorian adults disagreed
that most people could be trusted; this was significantly higher
in women (18.0 per cent) than men (15.3 per cent).
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Older men and women aged 45 years or over were more likely
to agree that most people could be trusted compared with

men and women aged 18-34 years and all Victorian men and
women, respectively. There were no differences by age in the
proportions of men who disagreed that most people could be
trusted. By contrast women aged 18-24 years were significantly
more likely to disagree that most people could be trusted

and women aged 45-54 years were significantly less likely to
disagree compared with all Victorian women.



Table 2.44: Trust in people, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
PR 95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI
(years) LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
18-24 19.0 14.9 24.0 45.7 40.0 51.5 35.3 30.1 40.8
25-34 18.8 14.8 23.5 46.5 41.6 51.5 34.1 29.4 39.2
35-44 13.0 10.9 15.3 43.6 40.5 46.8 42.9 39.8 46.1
45-54 13.2 11.4 15.2 37.8 35.1 40.5 48.3 45.6 51.1
55-64 12.9 1.2 14.8 36.1 33.6 38.7 50.1 47.5 52.7
65+ 15.2 13.8 16.9 34.5 32.5 36.6 47.8 45.7 49.9
Total 15.3 14.2 16.6 40.8 39.3 42.4 42.9 41.4 44.4
Females
18-24 241 19.9 28.9 52.0 46.6 57.4 23.9 19.4 29.0
25-34 18.8 16.1 21.9 54.8 51.0 58.5 25.9 22.7 29.4
35-44 16.7 14.9 18.7 45.2 42.9 47.6 37.2 34.9 39.5
45-54 14.7 132 164 440 418  46.3 40.4 38.2 42.6
55-64 15.6 14.1 17.3 39.4 37.3 41.5 43.7 41.6 45.9
65+ 191 17.7 20.6 38.5 36.8 40.3 39.9 38.2 41.6
Total 18.0 17.1 191 45.7 44.4 47.0 35.2 34.0 36.4
Persons
18-24 21.5 18.5 24.9 48.8 44.8 52.7 29.7 26.2 33.4
25-34 18.8 16.3 21.5 50.6 47.4 53.8 30.0 271 33.1
35-44 14.9 13.5 16.4 44 .4 42.5 46.4 40.0 38.1 42.0
45-54 14.0 12.8 15.3 40.9 39.2 42.7 44.3 42.5 46.1
55-64 14.3 13.1 15.5 37.8 36.2 39.5 46.9 45.2 48.5
65+ 17.4 16.3 18.4 36.7 35.4 38.0 43.4 421 44.8
Total 16.8 16.0 17.6 43.2 42.2 44.2 39.0 38.0 40.0

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

The trend over time from 2005 to 2011-12 of trust in people
was investigated. There were no significant changes from
2005 to 2011-12 in the proportions of men and women who
did or did not agree that most people could be trusted (data
not shown).

Table 2.45 shows the proportions of people who agreed or
disagreed that most people could be trusted, by Department of
Health & Human Services region and sex. There were no notable
differences across Department of Health & Human Services
regions for men, nor were there any differences between men
who lived in rural compared with metropolitan Victoria.

While there was no difference in the proportion of women who
agreed that most people could be trusted whether they lived in
rural or metropolitan Victoria, a significantly higher proportion of
women who lived in metropolitan Victoria disagreed that most
people could be trusted compared with their rural counterparts.

This appeared to be largely due to women who lived in North &
West Metropolitan Region where the proportion who disagreed
was significantly higher than in any other Department of Health
& Human Services region, with the exception of Loddon Mallee
Region. By contrast there was a significantly lower proportion of
women who lived in Eastern Metropolitan Region who disagreed
that most people could be trusted and a significantly higher
proportion who agreed compared with all Victorian women.
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Table 2.45: Trust in people, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
95% ClI 95% CI 95% CI
LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 12.3 9.8 15.2 417 38.0 45.5 45.4 417 492
North & West Metropolitan 18.4 16.3  20.7 411 38.4 43.8 39.1 36.6 41.6
Southern Metropolitan 13.6 1.5 16.1 41.2 38.0 44.5 44.4 41.1 a7.7
Metropolitan males 15.2 13.9 16.7 41.5 39.7 43.3 42.3 405 440
Barwon-South Western 18.4 12.3 26.7 30.5 24.4 37.3 50.4 43.7 57.1
Gippsland 15.5 124 19.1 42.2 37.7 46.8 41.9 37.4 46.5
Grampians 13.8 10.7 17.5 39.5 34.9 44.2 46.0 414 50.6
Hume 134 10.7 16.6 43.7 39.3 48.2 42.0 376  46.5
Loddon Mallee 16.1 11.8 216 43.0 38.1 48.0 39.9 358 44.2
Rural males 16.0 13.5 19.0 38.8 36.0 4.7 444 415 473
Total 153 14.2 16.6 40.8 39.3 42.4 42.9 414 444
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 12.3 10.5 14.2 46.7 431 50.4 39.9 36.4 43.6
North & West Metropolitan 22.9 21.2 24.8 43.8 41.7 45.9 321 30.2 34.0
Southern Metropolitan 18.6 16.5 20.9 45.1 42.4 47.9 35.0 326 374
Metropolitan females 19.0 17.9 20.3 44.8 43.3 46.3 35.0 33.6 36.4
Barwon-South Western 121 9.5 15.4 48.7 44.2 53.1 38.5 34.0 43.2
Gippsland 15.5 12.8 18.7 48.8 451 52.6 34.9 31.8 382
Grampians 14.8 1.7 18.5 48.3 44.3 52.4 36.3 32.8 40.0
Hume 16.7 14.2 19.6 48.8 45.6 51.9 33.9 314 364
Loddon Mallee 17.6 13.7 22.4 47.2 42.6 51.8 34.2 30.7 379
Rural females 15.1 13.6 16.8 48.5 46.4 50.5 35.7 338 37.6
Total 18.0 171 191 45.7 44.4 47.0 35.2 340 36.4
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 12.6 11.0 14.5 44.2 41.6 46.7 42.4 39.9 44.9
North & West Metropolitan 20.7 194 222 42.4 40.7 441 35.5 34.0  37.1
Southern Metropolitan 16.2 14.7 17.9 43.2 411 45.4 39.6 37.5 41.7
Metropolitan persons 17.2 16.3 18.1 43.1 41.9 44.3 38.6 37.5 39.7
Barwon-South Western 15.7 1.7 20.9 39.2 34.5 44.2 44.3 39.5 49.3
Gippsland 15.6 13.4 18.0 45.6 42.6 48.6 38.2 354 410
Grampians 141 11.9 16.6 441 40.9 47.3 41.1 38.1 44.3
Hume 14.9 13.0 171 46.3 43.6 49.1 37.9 354 405
Loddon Mallee 17.2 13.7 21.2 44.9 41.2 48.7 37.0 342  40.0
Rural persons 16.7 14.0 17.5 43.5 a41.7 45.5 40.0 38.2 41.8
Total 16.8 16.0 17.6 43.2 42.2 44.2 39.0 38.0 40.0

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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Table 2.46 shows the proportions of people who agreed or
disagreed that most people could be trusted, by LGA. The
proportions of people who agreed that most people could be
trusted was significantly higher in the LGAs of Boroondara

(C), Colac-Otway (S), Corangamite (S), Indigo (S), Mansfield

(S), Melbourne (C), Port Phillip (C), Queenscliffe (B), Southern
Grampians (S), Stonnington (C), Strathbogie (S), Surf Coast (S),
West Wimmera (S), Yarra (C) and Yarriambiack (S) compared
with all Victorian adults. Conversely, the proportions of people
who agreed that most people could be trusted was significantly
lower in the LGAs of Brimbank (C), Greater Dandenong (C),
Hume (C), Maribyrnong (C), Melton (S), Mildura (RC), Mitchell (S)
and Whittlesea (C) compared with all Victorian adults.

By contrast there were significantly higher proportions of people
who disagreed that most people could be trusted in the LGAs of
Brimbank (C), Greater Dandenong (C), Hume (C), Maribyrnong
(C), Melton (S), Moreland (C) and Whittlesea (C) compared with
all Victorian people.
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Table 2.46: Trust in people, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI
LL UL LL UL LL UL
Alpine (S) 10.7 7.0 16.0 47.0 38.6 55.6 40.9 33.0 49.4
Ararat (RC) 12.6 8.8 17.9 45.8 39.5 52.2 40.8 35.1 46.8
Ballarat (C) 14.2 10.4 19.3 46.1 39.7 52.7 39.3 33.0 46.0
Banyule (C) 12.3 8.9 16.8 44.9 38.4 51.6 42.4 36.1 48.9
Bass Coast (S) 21.3 14.9 290.7 39.3 31.5 47.6 39.0 32.4 46.1
Baw Baw (S) 9.6 6.3 14.3 50.5 44.3 56.7 39.3 33.7 45.3
Bayside (C) 1.7 7.0 18.7 39.5 31.9 477 47.9 39.8 56.2
Benalla (RC) 8.9* 5.1 151 42.6 34.2 51.5 48.0 38.9 57.3
Boroondara (C) O 6.7 13.9 34.7 28.5 41.5 54.8 47.8 61.7
Brimbank (C) 29.4 24.5 34.8 38.3 33.0 43.9 28.8 23.8 34.4
Buloke (S) 15.0 9.6 22.7 421 34.4 50.3 42.2 35.4 49.3
Campaspe (S) 9.6 6.9 13.2 50.1 43.0 57.2 39.6 32.9 46.8
Cardinia (S) 19.9 15.7 24.9 41.6 36.2 47.3 38.0 32.4 43.8
Casey (C) 21.4 17.0 26.7 43.9 38.1 50.0 34.0 28.6 39.9
Central Goldfields (S) 12.8 9.3 17.3 40.9 32.3 50.2 44.5 35.9 53.6
Colac-Otway (S) 15.2 10.2 21.9 36.9 30.4 43.9 47.3 40.0 54.6
Corangamite (S) 13.7 9.2 19.8 35.8 29.5 42.6 50.0 42.6 57.5
Darebin (C) 15.8 11.6 21.2 471 41.0 53.2 35.5 30.1 41.3
East Gippsland (S) 15.5 10.9 21.4 46.7 39.7 53.8 37.6 31.2 44.3
Frankston (C) 15.0 10.9 20.3 47.2 40.7 53.8 37.0 30.7 43.7
Gannawarra (S) 8.2 5.6 12.0 44.3 36.6 52.3 471 39.4 55.0
Glen Eira (C) 14.5 10.2 20.3 41.2 34.9 47.8 42.2 36.3 48.3
Glenelg (S) 12.6 8.1 19.1 45.6 37.5 54.0 411 32.8 49.8
Golden Plains (S) 15.3 10.5 21.6 40.8 33.9 48.0 43.0 35.6 50.6
Greater Bendigo (C) 21.9 15.5 30.2 42.9 35.3 50.9 34.9 28.7 41.8
Greater Dandenong (C) 25.5 20.9 30.7 46.4 40.9 52.0 25.7 20.9 31.1
Greater Geelong (C) 18.1 124 25.6 36.9 30.0 44.3 44 1 37.0 51.4
Greater Shepparton (C) 17.3 12.4 23.6 47.8 39.8 55.9 34.3 27.3 421
Hepburn (S) 19.0 12.0 28.7 31.5 25.6 38.0 48.9 39.5 58.3
Hindmarsh (S) 13.0 8.2 20.1 47.2 39.4 556.2 38.8 31.9 46.1
Hobsons Bay (C) 20.9 16.1 26.7 44.9 38.5 51.4 33.9 28.2 40.1
Horsham (RC) 12.3 7.7 19.2 421 32.7 52.1 44.9 34.8 55.4
Hume (C) 28.1 22.6 34.4 44.2 38.5 50.2 26.5 22.0 31.5
Indigo (S) 9.3 6.1 14.0 41.9 34.7 49.4 48.2 411 55.4
Kingston (C) 1.8 8.2 16.8 44.4 37.9 51.0 43.3 37.1 49.7
Knox (C) 14.9 1.1 19.7 48.7 42.7 54.8 35.5 29.9 41.4
Latrobe (C) 18.6 14.4 23.6 46.8 40.6 53.0 33.9 28.5 39.9
Loddon (S) 11.0 8.1 14.8 48.6 41.5 55.7 40.3 33.6 47.4
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using 10-year Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
age groups. estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.  + Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent
LL/UL 95% ClI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval. and should be interpreted with caution.

LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.
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Table 2.46: Trust in people, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI

LL UL LL UL LL UL
Macedon Ranges (S) 12.4 8.0 18.6 46.0 39.3 52.7 41.2 35.5 47 1
Manningham (C) 13.0 9.6 17.5 48.7 42.0 55.4 38.0 31.8 44.6
Mansfield (S) 6.0 3.8 9.3 34.7 27.3 42.8 58.0 49.7 65.8
Maribyrnong (C) 27.3 21.3 34.2 38.7 32.5 45.3 31.7 26.7 37.1
Maroondah (C) 11.5 7.6 171 42.7 36.5 49.1 44.5 38.3 51.0
Melbourne (C) 7.7 5.5 10.6 40.4 34.5 46.6 50.5 44.5 56.5
Melton (S) 271 22.1 32.8 44.9 39.5 50.4 27.4 22.8 32.6
Mildura (RC) 19.0 14.5 24.6 49.0 42.2 55.9 30.6 24.6 37.2
Mitchell (S) 21.6 16.1 28.5 46.1 39.6 52.8 31.5 25.9 37.7
Moira (S) 16.4 10.7 24.3 47.9 40.2 55.7 34.5 28.0 41.6
Monash (C) 16.2 11.6 22.1 47.3 40.9 53.7 35.4 29.8 41.4
Moonee Valley (C) 16.3 1.7 22.4 42.9 36.5 49.6 39.7 33.5 46.2
Moorabool (S) 14.0 10.0 19.3 45.8 39.6 52.2 38.9 33.3 44.8
Moreland (C) 22.8 18.1 28.4 36.5 30.6 42.8 39.9 33.7 46.5
Mornington Peninsula (S) 15.8 10.9 22.4 43.1 36.3 50.1 40.9 34.9 471
Mount Alexander (S) 9.7* 5.4 16.8 42.0 33.7 50.8 45.4 37.2 53.8
Moyne (S) 8.7 6.3 11.9 49.2 41.8 56.6 41.4 34.3 48.9
Murrindindi (S) 101 6.5 15.4 43.6 35.9 51.7 45.8 38.2 53.6
Nillumbik (S) 11.5 7.6 17.0 44.4 37.7 51.3 43.4 37.3 49.7
Northern Grampians (S) 9.1 6.7 124 49.4 40.1 58.8 41.0 31.9 50.6
Port Phillip (C) 12.3 8.0 18.5 38.0 31.0 45.5 48.6 41.5 55.7
Pyrenees (S) 12.2 8.3 17.5 50.9 44.8 56.9 36.4 31.1 421
Queenscliffe (B) 4.4* 1.9 9.5 32.7 25.2 41.2 62.5 53.5 70.6
South Gippsland (S) 12.9 8.0 20.1 44.2 35.9 53.0 42.4 34.3 50.8
Southern Grampians (S) 10.3 7.3 14.4 32.2 24.7 40.8 57.2 48.4 65.6
Stonnington (C) 9.4 6.3 13.9 42.9 36.8 49.3 46.3 40.4 52.4
Strathbogie (S) 11.8 7.9 17.2 36.0 28.2 44.7 51.9 43.7 60.0
Surf Coast (S) 12.5* 7.4 20.3 38.9 31.2 471 48.1 40.4 56.0
Swan Hill (RC) 17.5 12.3 24.3 46.4 39.2 53.6 35.0 28.7 41.8
Towong (S) 7.9 5.5 11.4 44.6 37.8 51.5 46.4 39.7 53.3
Wangaratta (RC) 156.2 10.5 21.6 47.4 41.0 54.0 36.7 31.6 42 1
Warrnambool (C) 11.0 7.7 15.5 53.8 48.1 59.3 35.0 30.2 40.0
Wellington (S) 14.7 10.2 20.9 441 36.5 52.0 40.0 33.4 46.9
West Wimmera (S) 19.2 14.0 25.8 31.9 26.6 37.6 48.6 421 55.2
Whitehorse (C) 12.0 8.1 17.5 1.7 35.3 48.5 46.1 39.9 52.5
Whittlesea (C) 29.9 24.8 35.5 43.1 37.5 49.0 25.8 21.4 30.7
Wodonga (RC) 19.0 13.7 25.8 47.5 40.7 54.3 32.3 26.5 38.6
Wyndham (C) 20.0 15.9 24.9 44.2 38.8 49.8 34.0 29.2 39.1
Yarra (C) 9.9 6.7 14.4 36.1 28.7 44.2 52.6 44.7 60.4
Yarra Ranges (S) 11.4 7.8 16.3 46.7 40.0 53.5 40.6 34.4 47.2
Yarriambiack (S) 12.9 8.7 18.8 35.4 29.7 41.6 49.8 42.8 56.8
Victoria 16.8 16.0 17.6 43.3 42.3 44.3 38.9 38.0 39.9
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The relationship, if any, between SES and trust in people was
investigated, using total annual household income as a measure
of SES. There was a strong socioeconomic gradient; the
proportions of men and women who agreed that most people
could be trusted significantly increased with increasing total
annual household income. Conversely, the proportions of men
and women who disagreed that most people could be trusted
significantly decreased with increasing total annual household
income (Figure 2.15). Therefore the level of social trust declined
with increasing disadvantage.

Figure 2.15: Proportion of men and women who disagreed that most people could be trusted, by total annual household

income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% CI = 95 per cent confidence interval.

Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.

Civic trust

Opportunities to have a say

Civic trust in populations can be measured by the extent to
which individuals believed that there were opportunities to have
a real say on issues that were important to them and whether
they felt valued by the society to which they belonged.

Table 2.47 shows the proportions of people who believed or
did not believe that there were opportunities to have a real say
on issues that were important to them, by age group and sex.
While 40.0 per cent of people believed they definitely had such
opportunities, 25.3 per cent believed that they did not or not
often have such opportunities; this was significantly higher in
men (28.7 per cent) than women (21.9 per cent).
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There were significantly higher proportions of men and women
aged 55 years or over who believed that they had opportunities
to have a real say on issues that were important to them
compared with all Victorian men and women, respectively, and
those aged 18-34 years.



Table 2.47: Opportunities to have a say, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
R G 95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI
(years) LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
18-24 29.0 24.0 34.4 36.2 30.7 421 34.3 29.2 39.8
25-34 34.1 29.4 39.2 29.9 25.6 34.6 34.0 29.4 39.0
35-44 29.3 26.5 32.4 321 29.2 35.1 36.2 33.2 39.4
45-54 25.2 22.9 27.7 33.1 30.5 35.7 40.2 37.6 43.0
55-64 26.0 23.7 28.3 27.3 25.0 29.7 45.1 42.5 47.8
65+ 26.3 24.4 28.2 25.6 23.8 27.4 44.7 42.6 46.8
Total 28.7 27.3 30.2 30.4 28.9 31.8 38.9 37.4 40.4
Females
18-24 23.3 19.0 28.1 36.1 31.0 41.5 39.4 34.3 44.8
25-34 21.5 18.6 24.7 39.2 35.6 43.0 36.4 32.8 40.1
35-44 20.0 18.1 22.0 37.1 34.8 39.4 41.4 39.0 43.8
45-54 21.6 19.7 23.5 35.5 33.4 37.7 40.7 38.5 42.9
55-64 20.4 18.7 22.2 29.9 28.0 31.9 47.3 45.2 49.5
65+ 23.5 22.0 25.1 27.8 26.2 29.4 44.4 42.7 46.2
Total 21.9 20.8 22.9 34.3 33.1 35.6 41.2 40.0 42.5
Persons
18-24 26.2 22.9 29.8 36.1 32.4 40.1 36.8 33.1 40.6
25-34 27.9 25.0 30.9 34.6 31.7 37.5 35.2 32.2 38.3
35-44 24.6 22.9 26.4 34.6 32.8 36.5 38.8 36.9 40.8
45-54 23.4 21.9 24.9 34.3 32.6 36.0 40.5 38.7 42.2
55-64 231 21.7 24.6 28.6 27.1 30.2 46.3 44.6 47.9
65+ 24.8 23.6 26.0 26.8 25.6 28.0 44.5 43.2 45.9
Total 25.3 24.4 26.3 32.3 31.4 33.3 40.0 39.1 41.0

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

The trend over time from 2005 to 2011-12 that there were
opportunities to have a say was investigated. There were no
significant changes from 2005 to 2011-12 in the respective
proportions of men and women who did or did not feel there
were opportunities to have a real say on matters that were
important to them (data not shown).

Table 2.48 shows the proportion of people who believed or did
not believe that there were opportunities to have a real say on
issues that were important to them, by Department of Health &
Human Services region and sex. A significantly higher proportion
of people who lived in rural Victoria believed they had such
opportunities compared with their metropolitan counterparts.
This may have been largely due to the higher proportions of
people who lived in Hume Region and Grampians Region.
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Table 2.48: Opportunities to have a say, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
95% ClI 95% CI 95% CI
LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 30.7 273 344 31.2 27.8 34.8 35.9 325 395
North & West Metropolitan 28.2 258  30.7 30.8 28.3 33.3 38.4 359 410
Southern Metropolitan 29.0 26.0 32.2 30.1 27.2 33.2 38.8 35.7 42.0
Metropolitan males 29.0 274 308 30.8 29.1 32.5 38.0 36.2 397
Barwon-South Western 29.9 23.0 38.0 29.1 23.0 36.0 40.3 33.5 47.5
Gippsland 276 236 319 32.8 28.6 37.2 38.2 33.7 429
Grampians 26.5 22.2 314 27.4 23.6 31.7 44.8 40.0 497
Hume 24.0 20.7 27.8 25.1 22.4 28.1 48.8 447 52.8
Loddon Mallee 26.7 22.0 32.0 31.8 27.5 36.4 40.1 354 449
Rural males 276 248 305 29.0 26.6 31.6 42.2 39.2 452
Total 28.7 27.3  30.2 30.4 28.9 31.8 38.9 374 404
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 20.5 18.0 23.3 35.0 31.6 38.5 41.5 38.0 451
North & West Metropolitan 22.6 20.9 24.4 35.3 33.2 37.4 39.4 37.4 41.5
Southern Metropolitan 228  20.6 25.3 32.5 30.0 35.1 41.4 38.7 441
Metropolitan females 22.2 20.9 23.4 34.3 32.8 35.8 40.7 39.2 421
Barwon-South Western 21.5 17.4 26.3 35.8 30.9 411 41.4 36.6 46.5
Gippsland 24.2 20.8 27.8 32.4 28.8 36.1 411 375 448
Grampians 19.3 16.5 22.4 34.8 30.8 39.0 44.6 40.5 48.7
Hume 20.2 176 23.1 32.8 30.0 35.9 451 419 483
Loddon Mallee 20.7 17.4 24.3 36.8 32.4 41.5 41.2 369 455
Rural females 21.1 194 23.0 34.8 32.7 36.9 42.5 40.5 445
Total 219 208 229 34.3 33.1 35.6 41.2 40.0 425
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 258 236 282 32.9 30.5 35.3 38.8 36.4 413
North & West Metropolitan 255 240 270 33.1 31.5 34.7 38.8 372 405
Southern Metropolitan 25.8 23.9 27.8 31.3 29.4 33.3 40.2 38.1 42.3
Metropolitan persons 25.6 24.6 26.7 32.5 31.4 33.7 39.3 38.1 40.4
Barwon-South Western 26.4 21.8 31.6 32.3 27.9 36.9 40.4 35.9 45.1
Gippsland 26.0 233 289 32.5 29.7 35.4 39.7 36.8 426
Grampians 23.0 20.2 26.1 30.9 27.9 34.0 44.8 415  48.1
Hume 221 199 244 29.2 27.0 31.5 46.8 441 49.5
Loddon Mallee 238 205 274 33.7 30.3 37.4 41.2 37.7 447
Rural persons 24.5 22.7 26.3 31.8 30.1 33.5 42.3 40.5 441
Total 253 244 263 32.3 31.4 33.3 40.0 39.1 41.0

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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Table 2.49 shows the proportions of people who believed or
did not believe there were opportunities to have a real say on
issues that were important to them, by LGA. The proportions
of people who believed that there were definitely opportunities
to have a real say were significantly higher in the LGAs of
Ararat (RC), Colac-Otway (S), Horsham (RC), Indigo (S), Moira
(S), Mount Alexander (S), Moyne (S), Murrindindi (S), Southern
Grampians (S), Towong (S), Wangaratta (RC) and Warrnambool
(C) compared with all Victorian people.

There was a significantly higher proportion of people who

did not feel there were opportunities to have a real say on
issues that were important to them in the LGA of Whittlesea

(C) compared with all Victorian adults. Conversely, there were
significantly lower proportions of people who did not feel there
were opportunities to have a real say on issues that were
important to them in the LGAs of Colac-Otway (S), Gannawarra
(S), Horsham (RC), Indigo (S), Moyne (S), Northern Grampians
(S), Southern Grampians (S), Strathbogie (S), Swan Hill (RC) and
West Wimmera (S) compared with all Victorian adults.
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Table 2.49: Opportunities to have a say, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI

LL UL LL UL LL UL
Alpine (S) 18.9 11.9 28.7 31.3 24.6 38.9 48.0 38.3 57.8
Ararat (RC) 19.4 14.3 25.8 30.9 24.5 38.1 48.7 41.3 56.2
Ballarat (C) 24.9 19.6 311 31.4 25.8 37.6 421 35.9 48.6
Banyule (C) 28.5 22.7 35.2 35.1 29.0 41.8 35.7 29.8 42.2
Bass Coast (S) 26.5 19.6 34.8 33.8 26.5 41.9 38.6 31.3 46.4
Baw Baw (S) 19.7 156.3 24.9 41.2 35.0 47.6 37.5 31.7 43.7
Bayside (C) 18.7 13.5 25.3 32.7 25.8 40.4 45.9 38.2 53.9
Benalla (RC) 20.0 13.1 29.4 30.2 24.2 371 48.2 38.7 57.8
Boroondara (C) 23.4 17.9 30.0 34.5 28.2 41.4 40.2 33.6 47.2
Brimbank (C) 27.2 22.4 32.5 29.3 24.3 34.8 40.3 34.7 46.1
Buloke (S) 21.2 14.6 29.9 31.0 24.3 38.6 47.6 39.8 55.5
Campaspe (S) 26.2 19.7 33.9 291 23.0 36.0 441 37.3 51.2
Cardinia (S) 20.7 24.8 35.2 31.9 26.7 37.5 37.3 31.8 431
Casey (C) 31.2 25.8 37.2 32.2 26.9 37.9 33.6 28.1 39.7
Central Goldfields (S) 21.6 16.1 28.4 29.5 21.5 38.9 46.9 36.6 57.5
Colac-Otway (S) 14.1 9.7 20.1 29.8 24.2 36.1 55.9 48.8 62.8
Corangamite (S) 21.3 16.0 27.7 29.6 22.9 37.4 47.9 40.2 55.7
Darebin (C) 24.2 19.1 30.0 29.5 241 35.5 43.0 37.1 49.2
East Gippsland (S) 28.7 22.5 35.9 291 231 35.8 39.5 32.9 46.4
Frankston (C) 291 23.5 35.4 33.8 27.8 40.4 35.4 29.6 41.8
Gannawarra (S) 16.4 12.3 21.5 42.7 35.7 50.0 39.7 33.6 46.2
Glen Eira (C) 19.7 14.9 25.6 31.5 25.9 37.6 46.4 40.0 53.0
Glenelg (S) 19.0 13.8 25.6 33.9 27.2 41.3 46.2 38.3 54.4
Golden Plains (S) 21.3 16.4 271 33.8 26.9 41.5 43.4 36.2 50.9
Greater Bendigo (C) 26.0 19.0 34.4 36.0 28.5 44.3 36.9 29.4 451
Greater Dandenong (C) 28.5 23.6 34.0 30.2 251 35.9 35.2 30.0 40.7
Greater Geelong (C) 30.5 23.9 38.0 32.9 26.2 40.4 35.5 29.1 42.5
Greater Shepparton (C) 231 17.5 29.7 27.3 21.6 33.8 48.2 40.9 55.6
Hepburn (S) 26.5 18.2 36.8 28.4 20.2 38.2 44.3 35.4 53.6
Hindmarsh (S) 22.5 16.7 29.5 27.5 20.5 36.0 48.3 40.0 56.8
Hobsons Bay (C) 30.1 24.3 36.5 33.0 27.3 39.1 35.2 29.3 41.6
Horsham (RC) 13.1 9.8 17.4 29.4 24.0 35.6 54.0 45.5 62.3
Hume (C) 24.2 19.5 29.7 35.8 30.1 41.8 36.1 30.5 42.0
Indigo (S) 15.1 10.6 21.0 27.7 22.6 33.6 55.6 48.6 62.4
Kingston (C) 24.3 18.9 30.7 29.5 23.8 36.0 44.4 37.8 51.2
Knox (C) 31.0 25.6 37.0 30.2 24.9 36.1 37.3 31.9 42.9
Latrobe (C) 27.3 22.2 33.0 32.8 27.2 38.9 37.8 31.9 44.0
Loddon (S) 19.8 13.8 27.4 356.1 27.0 44 1 44.5 37.1 52.0

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
10-year age groups. LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.

Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows:

. Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
metropolitan/rural.

estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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Table 2.49: Opportunities to have a say, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI

LL UL LL UL LL UL
Macedon Ranges (S) 24.6 19.1 31.1 33.6 27.4 40.4 39.4 33.1 46.1
Manningham (C) 19.3 14.6 25.2 30.5 24.6 37.1 45.6 38.7 52.7
Mansfield (S) 18.4 12.8 25.8 31.3 24.0 39.6 47.6 39.6 55.7
Maribyrnong (C) 23.0 16.9 30.5 37.5 31.2 44.2 36.4 30.8 42.4
Maroondah (C) 29.3 23.3 36.0 30.6 25.0 36.9 38.6 32.6 44.9
Melbourne (C) 19.6 15.2 24.9 36.2 30.7 421 40.8 35.5 46.3
Melton (S) 21.9 17.7 26.7 36.7 31.2 42.5 38.7 33.3 44.5
Mildura (RC) 20.8 16.1 26.4 33.9 27.7 40.7 43.0 36.2 50.0
Mitchell (S) 27.2 21.1 34.3 30.0 24.8 35.8 41.4 34.8 48.3
Moira (S) 21.3 16.5 27.0 27.4 22.0 33.5 50.3 43.6 57.0
Monash (C) 26.9 21.3 33.3 30.3 24.8 36.5 39.4 33.4 45.8
Moonee Valley (C) 25.2 19.7 31.7 30.8 25.7 36.4 41.4 35.1 47.9
Moorabool (S) 26.8 21.3 33.0 27.4 22.0 33.6 45.1 38.8 51.7
Moreland (C) 23.0 17.9 28.9 29.4 24.2 35.2 44.9 38.7 51.3
Mornington Peninsula (S) 23.7 18.1 30.4 33.2 26.8 40.3 42.9 36.1 49.9
Mount Alexander (S) 18.4 131 25.2 26.8 20.1 34.7 53.7 45.2 61.9
Moyne (S) 17.0 12.2 23.2 28.2 22.1 35.3 53.4 45.8 60.7
Murrindindi (S) 18.3 124 26.2 28.6 22.5 35.6 51.6 43.5 59.7
Nillumbik (S) 22.2 16.6 28.9 35.7 29.0 43.0 39.7 33.7 46.1
Northern Grampians (S) 15.5 121 19.8 34.3 25.5 44.2 48.6 39.1 58.3
Port Phillip (C) 22.6 17.1 29.3 32.1 25.5 39.5 40.9 34.3 47.9
Pyrenees (S) 24.5 15.3 36.9 30.6 20.2 43.5 43.9 35.3 52.9
Queenscliffe (B) 25.7 16.8 37.3 28.0 20.2 37.3 45.0 35.7 54.7
South Gippsland (S) 22.4 16.2 30.0 30.1 22.3 39.1 44.5 36.2 53.1
Southern Grampians (S) 16.8 12.0 23.1 24.3 20.2 29.0 57.6 51.1 63.9
Stonnington (C) 24.0 18.8 30.1 26.0 20.9 32.0 46.0 39.6 52.5
Strathbogie (S) 16.4 11.8 22.4 32.5 24.0 42.4 49.5 39.8 59.3
Surf Coast (S) 27.4 20.3 36.0 28.1 21.9 35.1 43.9 36.4 51.8
Swan Hill (RC) 15.2 11.3 20.2 37.8 31.0 45.2 46.1 39.4 53.0
Towong (S) 19.8 14.7 26.2 30.7 23.5 39.0 48.3 41.3 55.4
Wangaratta (RC) 22.2 16.7 28.9 25.2 20.6 30.5 51.0 441 57.9
Warrnambool (C) 22.0 17.2 27.7 29.8 24.7 35.4 48.0 421 541
Wellington (S) 30.1 22.3 39.1 30.1 23.1 38.3 39.0 32.4 46.0
West Wimmera (S) 17.9 13.5 23.4 34.6 28.4 41.3 46.8 40.4 53.2
Whitehorse (C) 24.6 19.3 30.9 35.6 29.3 42.5 36.7 30.8 43.0
Whittlesea (C) 33.1 27.8 38.8 27.3 22.6 32.6 38.6 33.0 44.5
Wodonga (RC) 22.0 171 27.9 34.4 28.1 41.2 39.1 33.0 45.5
Wyndham (C) 25.9 211 314 34.2 29.1 39.6 36.1 31.3 41.3
Yarra (C) 19.5 14.8 25.4 36.9 29.6 44.8 1.7 34.6 49.1
Yarra Ranges (S) 23.9 19.0 29.6 40.0 33.6 46.9 34.5 28.8 40.7
Yarriambiack (S) 21.1 14.2 30.2 30.9 24.4 38.3 46.9 39.0 55.0
Victoria 25.2 24.3 26.1 32.4 31.5 33.4 40.1 39.1 41.0
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The relationship, if any, between SES and the belief that there
were opportunities to have a say was investigated, using total
annual household income as a measure of SES. There was a
strong socioeconomic gradient where the proportions of men
and women who did not believe that there were opportunities to
have a say significantly decreased with increasing total annual
household income (Figure 2.16). Therefore civic trust declined
with increasing disadvantage.

Figure 2.16: Proportion of men and women who did not believe that there were opportunities to have a say, by total annual
household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% Cl = 95 per cent confidence interval.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.
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Feeling valued by society

Another indicator of civic trust is the extent to which people feel
they are valued by the society to which they belong.

Table 2.50 shows the proportion of Victorian adults who did
or did not feel valued by society, by age group and sex. More
than half of all people (52.6 per cent) definitely felt valued by

society. A further 30.7 per cent only sometimes felt they were
valued by society, while 12.2 per cent did not feel valued by
society; this was significantly higher in men (13.7 per cent) than
women (10.7 per cent). Significantly higher proportions of people
aged 45-64 years definitely felt valued by society compared with
all Victorian adults.

Table 2.50: Feeling valued by society, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
e G 95% CI 95% ClI 95% CI
(years) LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
18-24 16.2 12.3 21.0 34.0 28.8 39.7 47.7 42.0 53.4
25-34 11.4 8.7 15.0 34.8 30.0 39.9 50.6 45.5 55.6
35-44 13.0 11.0 15.4 32.6 29.6 35.7 51.1 47.9 54.3
45-54 1.7 10.1 13.6 27.3 24.9 29.9 57.2 54.4 59.9
55-64 13.0 11.3 14.9 25.7 23.5 28.1 56.4 53.8 59.0
65+ 15.9 14.4 17.4 23.0 21.3 24.8 53.6 51.5 55.7
Total 13.7 12.6 14.8 29.5 28.1 31.0 52.5 51.0 54.1
Females
18-24 9.7 6.8 13.7 37.3 32.3 42.6 51.1 45.7 56.4
25-34 9.4 7.5 11.9 38.4 34.8 421 47.6 43.9 51.4
35-44 8.3 7.0 9.8 31.8 29.6 341 57.1 54.7 59.4
45-54 10.6 9.3 12.1 31.5 29.4 33.6 53.6 51.4 55.9
55-64 111 9.8 12.4 27.4 25.5 29.4 56.9 54.7 59.0
65+ 14.2 13.0 15.4 25.1 23.6 26.6 51.8 50.0 53.6
Total 10.7 10.0 115 31.8 30.6 33.0 52.7 51.4 53.9
Persons
18-24 13.0 10.5 16.1 35.7 32.0 39.5 49.3 45.4 53.3
25-34 10.4 8.7 12.5 36.6 33.5 39.7 49.1 45.9 52.3
35-44 10.6 9.4 12.0 32.2 30.3 34.1 541 52.1 56.1
45-54 11.2 10.1 12.3 29.4 27.8 31.1 55.4 53.6 57.2
55-64 12.0 11.0 13.2 26.6 25.1 28.1 56.7 55.0 58.3
65+ 14.9 14.0 15.9 241 23.0 25.3 52.6 51.3 54.0
Total 12.2 11.6 12.9 30.7 29.7 31.6 52.6 51.6 53.6

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

The trend over time from 2005 to 2011-12 in feeling valued

by society was investigated. There were no significant changes
from 2005 to 2011-12 in the proportions of men and women
who did or did not feel they were valued by society (data not
shown).

Table 2.51 shows the proportion of Victorian adults who did or
did not feel valued by society, by Department of Health & Human
Services region and sex. There were no significant differences in

the proportion of Victorian adults who did or did not feel valued
between those who lived in rural compared with metropolitan
Victoria. The only notable significant regional difference was

in Grampians Region where a higher proportion of people felt
valued by society compared with all Victorian adults.

2. Social capital 135



Table 2.51: Feeling valued by society, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
95% ClI 95% CI 95% CI
LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 15.9 13.3 18.9 27.7 24.4 31.3 52.5 48.8  56.2
North & West Metropolitan 141 12.3 16.0 30.8 28.3 33.5 51.6 489  b4.2
Southern Metropolitan 12.1 10.1 14.3 29.0 26.0 32.2 53.1 49.8 56.4
Metropolitan males 13.8 12.5 15.1 29.5 27.8 31.3 52.4 50.6  54.3
Barwon-South Western 11.6 7.6 17.4 31.0 24.6 38.2 53.7 45.4 61.7
Gippsland 13.9 11.1 17.3 30.9 26.8 35.3 51.2 46.5  55.8
Grampians 13.4 10.6 16.8 231 19.8 26.8 57.4 529 617
Hume 12.0 9.9 14.6 29.9 25.8 34.4 54.3 498  58.8
Loddon Mallee 15.8 11.8 208 30.8 26.6 35.4 48.8 441 53.5
Rural males 13.4 11.4 15.7 29.5 26.7 32.5 52.9 499 559
Total 13.7 12.6 14.8 29.5 28.1 31.0 52.5 51.0 54.1
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 10.0 8.4 11.9 314 28.2 34.8 54.2 50.7 57.6
North & West Metropolitan 10.4 9.3 11.7 31.0 29.1 33.1 52.9 50.8  55.0
Southern Metropolitan 11.2 9.6 13.1 33.1 30.5 35.9 50.7 480 534
Metropolitan females 10.7 9.8 11.6 31.7 30.3 33.1 52.4 50.9 54.0
Barwon-South Western 10.0 6.9 14.3 33.4 28.5 38.6 53.0 476  58.3
Gippsland 13.0 10.6 15.9 31.6 28.0 35.4 50.3 46.5 541
Grampians 1.4 8.7 14.7 28.9 251 33.1 56.2 52.1 60.3
Hume 9.8 8.1 11.9 32.3 29.4 35.4 54.6 514 5738
Loddon Mallee 11.4 8.1 15.8 34.7 31.0 38.6 50.6 46.2  55.0
Rural females 11.0 9.6 12.7 32.3 30.3 34.3 52.9 50.8 55.1
Total 10.7 10.0 115 31.8 30.6 33.0 52.7 51.4  53.9
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 13.4 1.7 15.3 29.5 27.2 32.0 52.9 50.4 555
North & West Metropolitan 12.2 1.1 13.4 30.9 29.3 32.6 52.3 50.5  54.0
Southern Metropolitan 1.7 104 13.1 31.0 29.0 33.1 51.9 49.8 541
Metropolitan persons 12.3 11.5 13.1 30.6 29.5 31.7 52.4 51.2 53.6
Barwon-South Western 10.6 8.0 13.8 33.1 28.5 38.2 52.6 47.4 57.6
Gippsland 13.5 11.6 15.7 31.3 28.5 34.2 50.6 476 537
Grampians 121 10.1 14.4 25.7 23.1 28.5 57.3 54.1 60.4
Hume 111 9.6 12.7 31.1 28.5 33.7 54.4 51.7 57.2
Loddon Mallee 14.2 10.9 18.3 31.8 28.6 35.1 50.3 46.7 53.8
Rural persons 12.3 11.0 13.7 30.9 29.1 32.7 52.8 50.9 54.7
Total 12.2 11.6 12.9 30.7 29.7 31.6 52.6 51.6 53.6

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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Table 2.52 shows the proportion of people who did or did not
feel valued by society, by LGA. The proportions of people who
felt valued by society were significantly higher in the LGAs of
Bayside (C), Gannawarra (S), Hindmarsh (S), Horsham (RC),
Mansfield (S), Melbourne (C), Mount Alexander (S), Nillumbik (S),
Northern Grampians (S), Towong (S), Warrnambool (C) and West
Wimmera (S) compared with all Victorian adults. Conversely,
there was a significantly lower proportion of people who felt
valued by society in the LGA of Greater Dandenong (C).

The proportions of people who did not feel valued by society
were significantly higher in the LGAs of Greater Bendigo (C),
Greater Dandenong (C), Knox (C) and Melton (S) compared with
all Victorian adults. Conversely, there were significantly lower
proportions of people who did not feel valued by society in the
LGAs of Buloke (S), Colac-Otway (S), Gannawarra (S), Indigo
(S), Mansfield (S), Melbourne (C), Murrindindi (S), Nillumbik (S),
Northern Grampians (S), Northern Grampians (S), Port Philip
(C), Queenscliffe (B), Towong (S), Warrnambool (C) and West
Wimmera (S).
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Table 2.52: Feeling valued by society, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% CI 95% CI 95% CI

LL UL LL UL LL UL
Alpine (S) 11.3* 5.6 21.4 29.3 20.6 39.8 55.9 46.0 65.4
Ararat (RC) 7.5 4.6 12.0 28.8 23.1 35.3 60.3 53.4 66.9
Ballarat (C) 12.2 8.8 16.6 24.6 19.7 30.1 57.0 50.7 63.0
Banyule (C) 15.1 10.1 21.9 28.2 22.8 34.2 52.7 45.8 59.4
Bass Coast (S) 13.7 8.7 20.9 27.1 20.9 34.3 55.2 47.0 63.1
Baw Baw (S) 13.8 10.3 18.1 31.6 25.8 38.0 52.1 45.7 58.3
Bayside (C) 11.0* 6.6 17.8 221 16.5 29.1 62.1 54.4 69.2
Benalla (RC) 11.5* 6.3 20.0 27.0 20.2 35.0 58.4 49.0 67.2
Boroondara (C) 8.7 5.7 12.9 29.9 23.7 37.0 58.3 51.2 65.0
Brimbank (C) 11.2 8.3 14.8 30.0 24.9 35.6 50.9 451 56.6
Buloke (S) 7.8 5.3 11.4 29.4 22.0 38.1 61.3 52.8 69.0
Campaspe (S) 9.6 6.5 14.0 34.4 27.5 421 53.5 46.1 60.8
Cardinia (S) 12.9 9.8 16.8 28.3 23.4 33.7 54.2 48.4 59.9
Casey (C) 14.1 10.3 19.1 30.5 25.2 36.4 49.0 43.1 54.8
Central Goldfields (S) 9.2 6.8 12.4 30.9 23.7 39.3 55.8 47.8 63.6
Colac-Otway (S) 7.1 4.5 111 32.1 25.5 39.5 58.3 50.8 65.4
Corangamite (S) 11.2 7.7 16.0 32.2 24.9 40.5 53.0 45.0 60.8
Darebin (C) 1.7 8.0 16.6 31.7 26.1 37.8 51.6 45.6 57.5
East Gippsland (S) 13.7 9.8 18.9 36.0 29.4 43.2 47.2 40.3 54.2
Frankston (C) 12.5 8.9 17.4 28.4 22.6 34.9 54.9 48.2 61.3
Gannawarra (S) 6.7 4.8 9.2 26.7 20.7 33.6 63.3 55.9 70.1
Glen Eira (C) 7.9 5.0 12.5 30.9 25.1 37.4 56.6 50.1 62.9
Glenelg (S) 8.9 6.5 12.2 31.6 241 40.1 57.0 48.6 65.0
Golden Plains (S) 12.5 8.4 18.1 24.4 18.9 30.9 57.5 49.9 64.8
Greater Bendigo (C) 20.2 13.6 28.9 29.9 24.3 36.1 47.2 39.0 55.5
Greater Dandenong (C) 18.2 14.3 23.0 32.4 27.2 38.1 43.0 37.4 48.7
Greater Geelong (C) 11.3 7.7 16.3 34.6 27.5 42.5 49.8 42.2 57.4
Greater Shepparton (C) 13.3 9.3 18.7 26.8 20.5 34.2 58.1 50.4 65.5
Hepburn (S) 14.4* 8.1 24.3 32.8 241 42.9 50.7 41.3 60.1
Hindmarsh (S) 9.7 6.9 134 24.2 18.6 30.9 62.2 55.0 69.0
Hobsons Bay (C) 16.9 12.5 22.4 30.6 25.1 36.7 48.3 41.8 54.8
Horsham (RC) 8.9 4.9 15.8 22.2 18.2 26.7 64.4 57.5 70.8
Hume (C) 15.0 11.6 19.2 31.4 26.2 37.1 48.0 42.0 54.0
Indigo (S) 6.8 4.5 10.3 28.9 22.4 36.3 60.2 52.8 67.2
Kingston (C) 10.3 71 14.7 29.6 24.0 35.8 55.3 48.6 61.7
Knox (C) 18.7 14.4 23.8 29.0 23.8 34.8 48.2 42.3 541
Latrobe (C) 13.8 10.2 18.3 31.2 25.6 37.4 48.3 421 54.6
Loddon (S) 9.6 7.0 13.0 37.0 29.8 45.0 51.3 43.7 58.8

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using 10-year LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.

age groups. Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.  estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
LL/UL 95% ClI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval. * Estimate has a relative standard error of between 25 and 50 per cent and

should be interpreted with caution.
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Table 2.52: Feeling valued by society, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI

LL UL LL UL LL UL
Macedon Ranges (S) 8.5 6.2 11.6 33.2 27.1 40.0 52.4 45.7 59.1
Manningham (C) 8.9 6.0 12.9 28.7 22.5 35.9 56.0 48.8 62.9
Mansfield (S) 8.1 5.6 11.4 26.0 191 34.2 63.8 55.5 71.3
Maribyrnong (C) 15.7 10.2 23.4 30.0 24.4 36.4 51.1 44.5 57.7
Maroondah (C) 15.1 10.4 21.3 29.6 24.0 35.8 50.4 44.0 56.8
Melbourne (C) 5.8 3.9 8.5 28.9 23.5 34.8 62.8 56.7 68.5
Melton (S) 17.4 13.4 22.4 32.2 26.9 38.0 46.6 41.0 52.4
Mildura (RC) 9.4 6.8 12.9 37.5 31.1 44.3 47 1 40.4 53.9
Mitchell (S) 14.9 10.3 211 32.4 26.2 39.2 45.5 38.8 52.3
Moira (S) 10.9 7.0 16.5 32.0 25.3 39.4 53.9 46.4 61.3
Monash (C) 13.5 9.4 18.9 27.7 22.5 33.6 53.1 46.7 59.4
Moonee Valley (C) 11.3 7.9 16.1 31.8 25.8 38.6 51.8 45.4 58.1
Moorabool (S) 15.7 1.2 21.4 24.3 19.1 30.2 56.4 49.9 62.8
Moreland (C) 10.1 7.3 13.9 33.9 27.9 40.4 53.5 47.2 59.7
Mornington Peninsula (S) 10.8 7.7 15.0 35.4 28.9 42.5 49.3 42.2 56.4
Mount Alexander (S) 11.0 7.4 16.2 24.6 18.2 32.2 62.6 54.6 69.9
Moyne (S) 9.3 6.0 14.1 35.6 28.4 43.5 52.5 44.7 60.1
Murrindindi (S) 6.6 4.2 10.3 33.0 25.3 41.7 57.5 49.1 65.6
Nillumbik (S) 5:9 3.9 8.8 24.9 19.0 31.9 65.0 58.0 71.4
Northern Grampians (S) 8.4 6.1 11.3 27.3 21.0 34.7 62.3 55.0 69.0
Port Phillip (C) 5.6 3.6 8.5 34.4 27.7 41.9 51.8 44.7 58.8
Pyrenees (S) 16.8* 8.7 29.9 30.4 20.1 43.0 49.7 41.2 58.1
Queenscliffe (B) 5.1* 2.4 10.7 33.9 24.2 45.2 58.0 47.7 67.7
South Gippsland (S) 9.1 6.5 12.6 30.0 22.6 38.5 57.0 48.5 65.0
Southern Grampians (S) 9.5% 5.6 15.8 29.2 21.0 39.1 59.0 47.7 69.4
Stonnington (C) 9.0 5.5 14.6 32.6 26.9 38.8 54.0 47.7 60.2
Strathbogie (S) 10.7 6.6 16.9 26.4 19.6 34.4 60.6 52.1 68.5
Surf Coast (S) 8.0 4.5 13.8 32.4 25.0 40.8 56.8 48.6 64.6
Swan Hill (RC) 8.9 6.1 12.6 31.4 24.9 38.6 57.7 50.6 64.4
Towong (S) 8.1 6.1 10.6 26.3 19.6 34.2 63.6 55.8 70.7
Wangaratta (RC) 10.1 6.7 15.1 31.0 24.8 38.1 56.3 49.5 62.9
Warrnambool (C) 7.8 5.4 11.2 29.3 23.8 35.5 60.2 54.0 66.2
Wellington (S) 14.5 9.7 21.0 33.4 25.8 42.0 48.5 40.6 56.4
West Wimmera (S) 7.2 4.6 1.1 30.3 24.9 36.2 60.5 54.2 66.4
Whitehorse (C) 12.4 8.7 17.6 31.8 25.6 38.6 53.1 46.3 59.8
Whittlesea (C) 14.2 10.6 18.7 27.9 23.2 33.1 54.1 48.3 59.8
Wodonga (RC) 8.0 5.5 11.5 35.7 29.3 42.7 51.5 44.5 58.5
Wyndham (C) 11.9 8.9 16.7 36.2 31.0 41.7 48.4 43.0 54.0
Yarra (C) 9.0 6.0 13.2 26.7 19.8 35.0 59.5 51.3 67.2
Yarra Ranges (S) 14.8 10.4 20.6 32.1 26.4 38.3 50.6 43.9 57.4
Yarriambiack (S) 8.9 6.3 12.3 30.3 22.7 39.1 56.9 48.4 65.0
Victoria 1241 11.5 12.8 30.8 29.8 31.8 52.6 51.6 53.6
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The relationship, if any, between SES and feeling valued by
society was investigated, using total annual household income
as a measure of SES. There was a strong socioeconomic
gradient where the proportions of men and women who did not
feel valued by society significantly decreased with increasing
total annual household income (Figure 2.17). Therefore their civic
trust declined with increasing disadvantage.

Figure 2.17: Proportion of men and women who did not feel valued by society, by total annual household income, Victoria,
2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% Cl = 95 per cent confidence interval.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.
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2.5 Community and civic engagement

Whether individuals take up opportunities for social interaction,
community and civic engagement may depend on the extent

to which certain conditions are fulfilled. These include the state
of the social environment, the extent and strength of social and
support networks, and the relative levels of social and civic

trust. The previous three sections of this chapter focused on

the extent to which these enabling or disabling conditions were
fulfilled, and this section examines the current level of community
and civic engagement in Victoria.

Community and civic engagement is measured through such
indicators as membership of organised groups, attendance

at local community events, being involved in the community
through volunteering, taking action on behalf of the community,
being a member of a decision-making board, ratings of the local
neighbourhood and being actively involved in a local school.

Membership of an organised group

Prior to this survey, the wording of the question about
membership of a religious group specifically referred to a
‘church’. This was changed to ‘religious’ in recognition of the
fact that modern day Australia comprises a number of religions.
Therefore the data captured in this survey about membership of
a religious group is not comparable with previous surveys as it
had the predicted effect of increasing the proportion of people
who responded affirmatively to this question.

Table 2.53 shows membership of an organised group, by

age group and sex. The highest prevalence of membership
was for a sports group where 26.2 per cent of people were

a member of a sports group; this was significantly higher for
males (32.1 per cent) than females (20.7 per cent). In
descending order of prevalence of membership, 24.2 per

cent of people were a member of a professional group or
academic society, 18.7 per cent were a member of an ‘other’
community or action group, 18.0 per cent were a member

of a religious group and 12.4 per cent were a member of a
school group. Higher proportions of women were members

of a religious or school group compared with their male
counterparts. By contrast there was no difference between the
sexes for membership of a professional or other community or
action group.

Membership of a sports group appeared to decline with age;
the highest prevalence of membership was in men and women
aged 18-24 years. Conversely, membership of a religious
group was greatest in men and women aged 65 years or over.
As would be expected, membership of a school group was
clearly highest in men and women of childbearing age, while
membership of a professional group or academic society

was highest in those of working age and lowest in those

aged 65 years or over. The prevalence of membership in an
‘other’ community or action group increased with age.
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The trends over time from 2003 to 2011-12 of membership

of an organised group were investigated. The proportions of
people who belonged to a sports group, school group or other
community or action group significantly declined from 2003 to
2011-12 (Figure 2.18), suggesting an overall decline in group
membership in Victoria. By contrast the proportion of people
who belonged to a professional group or academic society
remained unchanged from 2003 to 2011-12. Although the time
series for membership of a religious group was interrupted,
Figure 2.18 includes membership of a church from 2003 to 2010
and also shows that the proportion of people who belonged to a
church significantly declined during this period.

Although there has been an overall significant decline in
membership of a school group, 15.6 per cent of women and
9.1 per cent of men reported belonging to a school group in
2011-12, significantly higher than in 2008 and higher than 2009
and 2010, raising the possibility that perhaps the decline is
beginning to reverse. Only future surveys will be able to confirm
whether this is a valid observation.

Figure 2.18: Membership of an organised group from 2003 to 2011-12, Victoria
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% Cl = 95 per cent confidence interval.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.
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Table 2.54 shows membership of an organised group, by
Department of Health & Human Services region and sex. There
were significantly higher proportions of men and women in rural
Victoria who belonged to a sports group or other community

or action group compared with their metropolitan counterparts.
By contrast there were significantly higher proportions of

men and women in metropolitan Victoria who belonged to a
professional group or academic society compared with their
rural counterparts. While there was no significant difference in
membership of a religious group among women by rurality, there
was a significantly higher proportion of men who belonged to

a religious group in metropolitan compared with rural Victoria.
Conversely, while there were no significant differences in
membership of a school group among men by rurality, there was
a significantly higher proportion of women who belonged to a
school group in rural compared with metropolitan Victoria.

144 Victorian Population Health Survey 2011-2012 — Social capital



‘uoiINeD YiM pejaidiaiul 8g pinoys pue Juso Jad g pue Gz Usemiaq Jo (3SY) Jo4ie pIepUels eAle|al e sey ajewnss ,

"BLI0JOIA MOJa0/A0QE. SMOJ|0) SEB IN0J0O AQ PaIIIUSPI 8Je BLIOJOIA IO} 81ewse Buipuodseiod sy 01 Jualeyip Ajueoyiubis (Aleonsnels) aJe 1eyl serewliisg
‘[enJalul 90UBPIU0D 1UBD Jad GE 10 Hwi| Joddn/iemol = 1D %S6 1N/

‘[edni/ueyjododisw :SMOJ|0) Se IN0J0D AQ paliuapl ale suolbal [edni pue ueljodonsiy

‘uoneindod UBLIOIOIA | 1OZ Ul 01 pesiplepue)s-abe alam eyeq

€61 KL L'8L L'9¢ €€ L've 00k ¢'8 L'6 S'LL €Gl Vol G'ee L0e L'ce [elol
oOve L6l 8le vic L9l 681 " . c'6 eal velk 8¢l 6'0v 0'ge 6°,E Ss[ew [einy
0/Z¢c 90c 9¢€¢ 6'tc LGl 981 gcl V. 16 cgl €0l gcl 7’0y 1208 7'Ge S9|[e|N UOpPPOT]
oOve 98l Fle VLl gt Lyl " 29 8'8 66} 8¢l 991 O¢cy 6'€c 6°,E swinH
¢9¢ ve6bk 97ce Fec  v'St 06l L'HE L9 6'8 1434 €al 06} 9ty 6'€C 98¢ sueldwel
'€ 9/LL  G0¢ L'le L6l (WA 6'6 oS (YA el '8 S0l L'vy €'ae 6°6€ puejsddin
g/lc 6¢l Fhe 8'8¢ L'0c  ¢'ve 98I 8'9 «SLE 8'Gl 8'6 gcl (A4 L'\e L'6E UJIBIss/\ Yinog-uomieq
o8k valL L9} '8¢ 8vc ¥'9¢ Ok 08 06 9’8l 6'Gl (A" 6'Ie 9'8¢ c0oe sejew ueyjodonaiN
98L vvlL VOl ¢gle c29c I8¢ €6 29 9/ 66} 7Sl Sl 6'¢ce 0'Z¢c 8'6¢ uejjodoe uisyinos
€8l vvlL <29l 066 90¢ L¢cc €0l L. g8 b el oGt 8'0¢ L'9¢ '8¢ ueyjodonein S8 ' UHON
86l 9vL 0/} 9'¢e  1'9¢ L'0e vl €6 9L gee SA ¥'0¢ (WA 6'6C €'ee ueyjodoss|n uielseq

S9N

n

T

1D %56

dnoub uonoe
/Aunwwod 18yl

n 11 % n 11 n 11 n T

1D %56 1D %56 1D %56 1D %56

dnoub [euoissajoid dnoub jooyos dnoub snoibijay dnoub spodg

Z21-1102 ‘“eU0}DIA ‘X3S pue uoifal S92IAI9S uBwNYH @ Y}eaH jo Juswpedaq Aq ‘dnoub pasiuebio ue jo diysiaquis G g a1gel

2. Social capital 145



"BLI0JOIA MOJB0/A0QE. SMOJ|0} SEB IN0J0D AQ PaIIIUSPI 8Je BLIOJIA J0) 81ewse Buipuodsesiod ay) 0} Jusieylp Ajueoyiubis (Aleonsiels) aJe 1eyl serewiisy
‘[eAIS1UI ©OUBPIUO0D 1U8D Jad G@ 1O Wi Jeddn/iemol = |0 %S6 1N/T1

‘[ednJ/ueyjododisw :SMOJ|0) Se IN0J0D AQ paliiuapl ale suolbal [edni pue ueljodonsiy

‘uoneindod UBLOIDIA | LOZ Yl 01 pasipiepuels-abe alem ereq

¢0c v8L €61 8¢ 9¢c L'E€C 7ol L'yl 9'GlL G'0¢ S8l S61 L'1e L6l L°0¢ [elol
gGc ©6lc L€ L'ec 96} [ g6l g9l 6°L1L L'l¢ 98l L'0C 9'9¢ €ec 6'v¢ Sofeuls) [einy
€¢c 08L 00¢ 6'Gc 8Ll 9'le 9'0¢ 9'Gl 6L gle 691 06} 1'8¢ lL'¢c §'a¢ S9|[E|N UOPPOT]
g6c O0ve L9 €¢c 0Ll g6l 66} V'Sl S'LL 2°0¢ 291 98I 8'6¢ ave 0°/¢ swinH
88¢ G'lc 06G¢ 6'9¢ Vv6l 6'¢cc gle v'al c8l g'9c 00¢ L'ee 9°0¢ 8'€c L'le sueldwel
88c <¢dc VGc gtc 9Gl €8l €'¢ec 89l 66} g6l 67l FLE 6'9¢ 120¢ 9'€e pueisddi
8'/.¢ ¢8L 9¢¢ 08¢ 88l L'ee 9'0¢ 8¢l 691 ¢'9¢ €8l 0¢e (A €6l 6'¢c UI91Se/\\ YINOS-uomieq
88L 89l 8L 8'Ge L'ec  vve 091t 6€l 67l €0¢ 08l c6lh G'0c L8l €6l sejews) ueyjodonsiy
g6l 8¢k G/t ¢le Gcdc 8vC 89l [ 8Vl 8'0¢ 991 9’8l 8'cc 7’6k g'te uejjodoe| uisyinos
k8L ¢Sk 991 8¢€c €0¢ 0%de VGl gcl 6'ct L6l 991 L8l o8t Sh4" 4] ueyjodonein ¥Sep ' YHON
0¢cc vZIiL 96} L'le  <¢'Gc €8¢ L6l Sl 291 L've 681 v'ie 6'€c '8l 0'te ueyjodone|n uielseq

sojewa4

n

11

1D %56

dnoub uonoe
/Aunwwod J8Yy10

n 11 % n 11 n 11 n 11

1D %56 1D %56 1D %56 1D %56

dnoub [euoissajoid dnoub jooyos dnoub snoibijay dnoub spodg

(penunuog) g 1-1 10Z “eMOlDIA ‘Xas pue uoibal S82IAI9S UBWNK ¥ YleaH jo Juawpedaq Aq ‘dnoib pasiuebio ue jo diysiequis|y ¥G'Z o|gel

146 Victorian Population Health Survey 2011-2012 - Social capital



"BLIOJOIA MOJ2G/2A0QE :SMOJ|O} SB JN0J0D AQ PaIIUSPI 8Je BlI01OIA J0) 8lewinse Buipuodsa.llod syl 01 Jualayip Ajuedubis (Ajeonsiiels) a/e eyl serewiisy
‘[enJaiul 92UBPIU0D JUBD Jad GE 10 Hwi| Joddn/iemol = 1D %S6 T1N/11

‘lenJ/ueyjodoiewl :SMO||0} SE JN0Jj0D AQ paliusp! e suoiBel [edns pue ueyjodolialy

‘uoneindod UBLIOIOIA | LOgZ Ul 01 pesiplepue)s-abe alam eyeq

6L 08F /28I 0'Ge €'€c ¢'ve o€l L'LL Vel 8’81 (WA 0’8l ¢'le 'Ge €9¢ [elol
b've €le  L'ge S'le 9’8l 0°0¢c 67l 1" 9'¢Cl 2’8l 09l FLE L'ee 9'6¢ gIe suosJad [einy
gvec 00¢ L'¢e 2g'ec A ¢'0c 09t LCh 6'ChH 6Lk ad" (] 8'¢E 6'9¢ 8'6¢ 99|[e| UoppOT]
8'G6c ©6'l¢c 8¢€e L6k 7'Gl c'LL 6V 9L el g6l LGl SA 6'v¢ 00¢ v'ce swiNH
¥'9¢ Vv'i¢c 8'€e 1'e¢ 2’8k 8'0¢ 7'Gl QL 7'elk 0've 9’8l ¢'te 8'Ge 9'6¢ 9'ce suelduress
¥'éc L0¢c 0¢€e L'0C €Gl G/ 6'Gl 9Ll 9'¢l LG gcl 6 €L gve 1'8¢ S'LE pueisddin
g'¢éc 6Lt v'ie 9'9¢ 9’6l 0'ec 8L 90l 8¢t 1'0¢ L'y SR 09¢ 9'9¢ e UIBISSM YINoS-uomieq
L8l g9l ISWA ¥'9¢ V've ¥'qe 8¢l Sl och LBl v LE g'8k /'S¢ 9'€c 9'v¢e suosied ueyjodolioN
g8l LG QAR €'8¢ a've €'9¢ 9¢cl L0k Ll L6k g9l 08l e 1'e¢ Gg'Gc ueyjodosio|y UieyINos
YAVAR eal g9l 8'¢¢ 0'te g'¢ce ecl ¢olk g 6Lk v'Sl 991 1L'6¢ 6'0C €'¢c ueljodosN 1S9 8 ULON
¥'0c 69} 9’8t L' e 6'9¢ ¢'6¢ 09t 9'¢ch vk L'ee L6k (U ¥4 1'6¢ 0'Ge €'/¢ uejjododis|y uieises

suosiod

n

11

1D %56

dnoub uonoe
/Aunwwod J8Yy10

n 11 % n 11 n 11 n 11

1D %56 1D %56 1D %56 1D %56

dnoub jeuoissajoid dnoub jooyos dnoub snoibijay dnoub spodg

(penunuog) g 1-1 L0Z “eMO1DIA ‘XS pue uoibal S82IAI9S UBWNK 3 YleaH jo Juawpedaq Aq ‘dnoib pasiuebio ue jo diysiequisiy 4G 2 o|gel

2. Social capital 147



148 Victorian Population Health Survey 2011-2012 - Social capital




Table 2.55 shows membership of an organised group, by

LGA. There were significantly higher proportions of people

who belonged to a sports group in the LGAs of Alpine (S),
Ararat (RC), Baw Baw (S), Buloke (S), Campaspe (S), Colac-
Otway (S), Corangamite (S), Gannawarra (S), Glenelg (S),
Hindmarsh (S), Horsham (RC), Indigo (S), Loddon (S),
Mansfield (S), Moyne (S), Queenscliffe (B), Southern

Grampians (S), Strathbogie (S), Towong (S), Warrnambool

(C), West Wimmera (S), Wodonga (RC) and Yarriambiack (S)
compared with all Victorian people. By contrast there were
significantly lower proportions in the LGAs of Brimbank (C),
Greater Dandenong (C), Hume (C) and Whittlesea (C) compared
with all Victorian people. It should be noted that the latter four
LGAs are of low SES (2006 IRSED quintile 1 or 2) and that the
LGA of Greater Dandenong (C) is the most disadvantaged LGA
in Victoria.

There were significantly higher proportions of people who

were members of a religious group in the LGAs of Buloke (S),
Greater Dandenong (C), Hindmarsh (S), Southern Grampians (S),
Warrnambool (C) and Whitehorse (C) compared with all Victorian
people. By contrast there were significantly lower proportions

in the LGAs of Bass Coast (S), Bayside (C), Hobsons Bay (C),
Kingston (C), Latrobe (C), Mansfield (S), Mount Alexander (S),
Pyrenees (S), South Gippsland (S), Strathbogie (S), Towong (S),
Wellington (S) and Yarra (C) compared with all Victorian people.

There were significantly higher proportions of people who were
members of a school group in the LGAs of Boroondara (C),
Buloke (S), Corangamite (S), Indigo (S), Loddon (S), Mansfield
(S), Southern Grampians (S), Strathbogie (S), Swan Hill (RC),
Towong (S), West Wimmera (S) and Yarriambiack (S) compared
with all Victorian people.

There were significantly higher proportions of people who were
members of a professional group or academic society in the
LGAs of Bayside (C), Boroondara (C), Glen Eira (C), Melbourne
(C), Port Phillip (C), Stonnington (C), Whitehorse (C) and Yarra
(C) compared with all Victorian people. By contrast there

were significantly lower proportions in the LGAs of Brimbank
(C), East Gippsland (S), Gannawarra (S), Golden Plains (S),
Greater Dandenong (C), Greater Shepparton (C), Hindmarsh
(S), Horsham (RC), Hume (C), Latrobe (C), Melton (S), Mitchell
(S), Moira (S), Northern Grampians (S), Pyrenees (S), South
Gippsland (S), Strathbogie (S), Wangaratta (RC), Whittlesea (C),
Wodonga (RC) and Yarra Ranges (S).
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The relationship between SES and membership of an organised
group was investigated, using total annual household income as
a measure of SES. Figure 2.19 shows the relationship between
membership of an organised sports group and total annual
household income. There was a strong and clear relationship
between affluence and membership of a sports group where
the higher the total annual household income the higher the
proportions of men and women who belonged to an organised
sports group. Therefore membership of a sports group was
strongly related to advantage.

Figure 2.19: Membership of an organised sports group, by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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By contrast there was no relationship between total annual
household income and membership of an organised religious
group (Figure 2.20).

Figure 2.20: Membership of an organised religious group, by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
30

20

15

Per cent (95% ClI)

10

@ Males
@ Females

I I I I I |
Less than $20,000 $20,000-39,999  $40,000-59,999  $60,000-79,999  $80,000-99,999  $100,000 or more

Total annual household income

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% Cl = 95 per cent confidence interval.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.

2. Social capital 1585



Figure 2.21 shows the relationship between membership of an
organised school group and total annual household income.
There was a strong and clear relationship between affluence
and membership of a school group where the higher the total
annual household income, the higher the proportions of men
and women who belonged to an organised school group.
Therefore membership of a school group was strongly related
to advantage.

Figure 2.21: Membership of an organised school group, by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Figure 2.22 shows the relationship between membership of
an organised professional group or academic society and
total annual household income. There was a strong and
clear relationship between affluence and membership of a
professional group or academic society, where the higher the
total annual household income, the higher the proportions of
men and women who belonged to an organised professional
group or academic society. Therefore membership of a
professional group or academic society was strongly related
to advantage.

Figure 2.22: Membership of a professional group or academic society, by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Figure 2.23 shows the relationship between membership of
an ‘other’ community or action group and total annual
household income. There was a strong and clear relationship
between affluence and membership of an ‘other’ community
or action group where the higher the total annual household
income, the higher the proportions of men and women who
belonged to an ‘other’ community or action group. Therefore
membership of an ‘other’ community or action group was
strongly related to advantage.

Figure 2.23: Membership of an ‘other’ organised community or action group, by total annual household income, Victoria,
2011-12
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Attendance at a local community event

A further indicator of community participation is attendance at
a local community event within the past six months. Table 2.56
shows attendance at a local community event in the six months
prior to the survey, by age group and sex. Overall, 55.2 per
cent of people had attended a local community event; this was
similar in women (55.4 per cent) and men (55.1 per cent).

Significantly higher proportions of men and women aged
35-44 years and men aged 45-54 years had attended a local
community event compared with all Victorian men and women,
respectively. By contrast significantly lower proportions of

men and women aged 65 years or over had attended a local
community event.

Table 2.56: Attendance at a local community event, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes \[o]
R G 95% ClI 95% CI
(years) LL LL
Males
18-24 49.7 44.0 55.5 49.8 441 55.5
25-34 51.7 46.7 56.8 48.2 43.2 53.3
35-44 67.3 64.3 70.3 32.7 29.7 35.7
45-54 60.9 58.1 63.6 38.9 36.2 41.7
55-64 52.4 49.8 55.1 47.4 44.8 50.0
65+ 49.0 46.9 51.1 50.3 48.2 52.4
Total 55.1 53.6 56.7 44.6 43.1 46.2
Females
18-24 48.0 42.6 53.4 52.0 46.5 57.3
25-34 54.7 50.9 58.4 45.0 41.3 48.8
35-44 69.4 67.0 71.6 30.0 27.7 32.3
45-54 58.4 56.1 60.6 411 38.9 43.3
55-64 51.2 49.1 53.4 48.3 46.1 50.4
65+ 49.8 481 51.6 49.6 47.8 51.3
Total 55.4 54.1 56.7 44.2 42.9 45.4
Persons
18-24 48.9 44.9 52.8 50.9 46.9 54.8
25-34 53.2 50.0 56.4 46.6 43.5 49.8
35-44 68.4 66.5 70.2 31.3 29.4 33.2
45-54 59.6 57.8 61.4 40.0 38.3 41.8
55-64 51.8 50.1 53.5 47.8 46.2 49.5
65+ 49.5 48.1 50.8 49.9 48.6 51.3
Total 55.2 54.2 56.2 44.4 43.4 45.4

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and have been age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian
population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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The trend over time from 2003 to 2011-12 of attendance at a
local community event in the past six months was investigated.
While the proportion of women who had attended a local
community event remained unchanged between 2003 and
2011-12, there was a significant increase in the proportion of
men who had attended a local community event (Figure 2.24)

Figure 2.24: Attendance at a local community event from 2003 to 2011-12, Victoria
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95% CI = 95 per cent confidence interval; NS = not statistically significant.
Ordinary least squares regression was used to test for trends over time.

Table 2.57 shows attendance at a local community event in

the six months prior to the survey, by Department of Health &
Human Services region and sex. A significantly higher proportion
of men and women who lived in rural Victoria had attended

a local community event in the six months prior to the survey
compared with their metropolitan counterparts. Moreover, there
were significantly higher proportions of men and women in every
rural Department of Health & Human Services region who had
attended a local community event compared with all Victorian
men and women, respectively. By contrast the proportion of
men and women in North & West Metropolitan Region who had
attended a local community event in the past six months was
significantly lower compared with all Victorian men and women,
respectively.
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Table 2.57: Attendance at a local community event, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex,
Victoria, 2011-12

Yes \[o}
95% ClI 95% ClI
LL LL

Males

Eastern Metropolitan 53.5 49.7 57.2 46.4 42.7 50.2
North & West Metropolitan 47.2 44.6 49.8 52.3 49.7 54.9
Southern Metropolitan 52.6 49.3 55.8 47.2 44.0 50.5
Metropolitan males 50.7 48.9 52.5 49.0 47.2 50.8
Barwon-South Western 65.7 57.1 73.3 34.3 26.7 42.9
Gippsland 68.9 64.4 73.1 31.1 26.9 35.6
Grampians 69.4 64.7 73.8 30.5 26.1 35.3
Hume 70.0 66.2 73.5 29.9 26.4 33.6
Loddon Mallee 66.7 61.6 71.4 33.1 28.4 38.2
Rural males 67.7 64.7 70.6 32.2 29.3 35.3
Total 55.1 53.6 56.7 44.6 43.1 46.2
Females

Eastern Metropolitan 53.9 50.5 57.3 45.2 41.8 48.7
North & West Metropolitan 46.1 44.0 48.2 53.4 51.3 55.5
Southern Metropolitan 53.2 50.5 55.9 46.5 43.9 49.2
Metropolitan females 50.7 491 52.2 48.9 47.4 50.4
Barwon-South Western 69.5 64.4 74.2 30.4 25.7 35.5
Gippsland 68.0 64.2 71.5 30.8 27.3 34.6
Grampians 70.1 66.2 73.8 29.7 26.0 33.6
Hume 70.2 67.0 73.1 29.7 26.7 32.9
Loddon Mallee 70.2 65.4 74.5 29.4 25.1 34.1
Rural females 69.4 67.3 71.4 30.1 28.2 32.2
Total 55.4 54.1 56.7 44.2 42.9 45.4
Persons

Eastern Metropolitan 53.7 51.1 56.2 45.8 43.3 48.4
North & West Metropolitan 46.6 45.0 48.3 52.9 51.2 54.6
Southern Metropolitan 52.9 50.8 55.0 46.9 44.8 49.0
Metropolitan persons 50.7 49.5 51.8 49.0 47.8 50.1
Barwon-South Western 66.6 61.3 71.6 33.3 28.3 38.7
Gippsland 68.4 65.5 71.2 30.9 28.1 33.8
Grampians 69.7 66.5 72.7 30.2 27.2 33.4
Hume 70.1 67.6 72.4 29.8 27.4 32.3
Loddon Mallee 68.4 64.6 72.0 31.3 27.7 35.1
Rural persons 68.4 66.5 70.3 31.3 29.4 33.2
Total 55.2 54.2 56.2 44.4 43.4 45.4

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% ClI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
Note that estimates may not add to 100 per cent due to a proportion of ‘don’t know’ or ‘refused’ responses, not reported here.
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Table 2.58 shows attendance at a local community event

in the six months prior to the survey, by LGA. There were
significantly higher proportions of people who had attended a
local community even in the LGAs of Alpine (S), Ararat (RC),
Ballarat (C), Bass Coast (S), Baw Baw (S), Benalla (RC), Buloke
(S), Campaspe (S), Central Goldfields (S), Colac-Otway (S),
Corangamite (S), East Gippsland (S), Gannawarra (S), Glenelg
(S), Greater Shepparton (C), Hindmarsh (S), Horsham (RC),
Indigo (S), Latrobe (C), Loddon (S), Mansfield (S), Mildura (RC),
Moira (S), Mornington Peninsula (S), Mount Alexander (S),
Moyne (S), Murrindindi (S), Nillumbik (S), Northern Grampians
(S), Pyrenees (S), Queenscliffe (B), South Gippsland (S),
Southern Grampians (S), Strathbogie (S), Surf Coast (S), Swan
Hill (RC), Towong (S), Wangaratta (RC), Warrnambool (C), West
Wimmera (S), Wodonga (RC) and Yarriambiack (S) compared
with all Victorian people.

By contrast there were significantly higher proportions of people
who had not attended a local community event in the LGAs

of Brimbank (C), Casey (C), Darebin (C), Greater Dandenong
(C), Hobson’s Bay (C), Hume (C), Melton (S), Monash (C), West
Wimmera (S), Whittlesea (C) and Wyndham (C) compared with
all Victorian people. It should be noted that all these LGAs are
located in Metropolitan Victoria and five (Brimbank (C), Darebin
(C), Greater Dandenong (C), Hume (C) and Whittlesea (C))

are very low SES (2006 IRSED quintile 1 indicating significant
disadvantage), while four LGAs (Casey (C), Hobson’s Bay (C),
Melton (S) and Wyndham (C)) are neither particularly low nor
high SES (2006 IRSED quintile 1) and are on the fringes of
Melbourne considered the ‘growth corridor’. By contrast the
LGA of Monash (C) is of high SES (2006 IRSED quintile 4).
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Table 2.58: Attendance at a local community event, by LGA and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes \[o]
95% ClI 95% ClI
LL LL
Alpine (S) 76.1 65.8 84.0 23.9 16.0 34.1
Ararat (RC) 79.0 73.1 83.9 21.0 16.1 26.9
Ballarat (C) 69.5 63.2 751 30.4 24.8 36.7
Banyule (C) 53.2 46.4 59.8 46.5 39.8 53.2
Bass Coast (S) 71.3 63.3 78.1 28.7 21.8 36.6
Baw Baw (S) 68.6 62.2 74.4 30.6 24.9 36.9
Bayside (C) 58.8 50.5 66.6 41.0 33.2 49.3
Benalla (RC) 72.0 61.9 80.3 27.8 19.5 37.9
Boroondara (C) 57.3 50.3 63.9 42.3 35.7 49.2
Brimbank (C) 33.1 28.0 38.7 65.7 60.0 71.0
Buloke (S) 81.3 73.6 87.2 18.7 12.8 26.4
Campaspe (S) 76.6 70.5 81.8 23.0 17.9 29.1
Cardinia (S) 60.8 55.3 66.0 38.9 33.7 44.4
Casey (C) 43.8 38.1 49.7 56.2 50.3 61.9
Central Goldfields (S) 69.0 61.6 75.5 30.9 24.4 38.3
Colac-Otway (S) 80.0 73.6 85.2 20.0 14.8 26.4
Corangamite (S) 77.9 71.2 83.4 22.1 16.6 28.8
Darebin (C) 45.6 39.7 51.6 54.3 48.2 60.2
East Gippsland (S) 74.3 67.9 79.8 25.3 19.9 31.7
Frankston (C) 55.3 48.8 61.6 44.6 38.3 51.1
Gannawarra (S) 80.1 73.7 85.3 19.7 14.6 26.1
Glen Eira (C) 55.8 49.4 62.1 44.0 37.8 50.5
Glenelg (S) 79.0 72.9 84.1 21.0 15.9 271
Golden Plains (S) 63.3 55.4 70.5 36.6 20.4 44.5
Greater Bendigo (C) 63.6 55.5 71.0 35.7 28.4 43.8
Greater Dandenong (C) 34.3 29.1 39.9 65.5 59.9 70.7
Greater Geelong (C) 59.6 51.8 66.9 40.3 33.0 48.1
Greater Shepparton (C) 70.3 63.5 76.3 29.7 23.7 36.5
Hepburn (S) 64.3 56.0 71.8 35.7 28.2 44.0
Hindmarsh (S) 78.8 70.7 85.1 21.2 14.9 29.3
Hobsons Bay (C) 48.0 41.9 54.2 51.6 45.5 57.7
Horsham (RC) 68.7 57.9 77.8 30.8 21.7 41.6
Hume (C) 42.9 37.5 48.5 56.6 51.0 62.0
Indigo (S) 79.6 73.3 84.8 20.3 15.1 26.6
Kingston (C) 53.8 471 60.4 45.9 39.4 52.6
Knox (C) 50.9 45.0 56.7 47.9 42.2 53.8
Latrobe (C) 65.6 59.7 71.0 33.8 28.4 39.7
Loddon (S) 71.4 61.0 79.9 27.9 19.4 38.3
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire;
10-year age groups. RC = Rural City.
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
metropolitan/rural. estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
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Table 2.58: Attendance at a local community event, by LGA and sex, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

Yes \[e}

95% ClI 95% ClI

LL LL
Macedon Ranges (S) 61.8 55.0 68.1 38.2 31.9 45.0
Manningham (C) 52.9 45.9 59.8 46.9 40.0 53.9
Mansfield (S) 81.7 74.7 87.1 18.3 12.9 25.3
Maribyrnong (C) 50.8 44.4 57.2 49.2 42.8 55.6
Maroondah (C) 50.3 43.9 56.7 49.7 43.3 56.1
Melbourne (C) 60.0 53.8 65.8 39.3 33.5 45.4
Melton (S) 44.3 38.7 49.9 55.6 50.0 61.1
Mildura (RC) 66.0 59.3 72.2 33.7 27.6 40.5
Mitchell (S) 59.8 52.8 66.4 40.1 33.5 471
Moira (S) 69.0 61.2 75.9 30.8 24.0 38.6
Monash (C) 44.5 38.6 50.7 54.8 48.7 60.8
Moonee Valley (C) 51.7 45.2 58.2 47.7 41.3 54.3
Moorabool (S) 61.6 55.2 67.7 38.1 32.0 44.5
Moreland (C) 51.1 44.9 57.2 48.6 42.5 54.7
Mornington Peninsula (S) 68.9 62.4 4.7 30.7 24.9 37.2
Mount Alexander (S) 81.5 74.3 87.0 18.4 12.9 25.6
Moyne (S) 80.5 75.0 85.1 19.4 14.8 24.9
Murrindindi (S) 741 65.2 81.3 25.9 18.7 34.8
Nillumbik (S) 66.5 59.6 2.7 33.1 26.9 39.9
Northern Grampians (S) 68.3 58.7 76.6 31.6 23.3 41.2
Port Phillip (C) 61.8 54.8 68.4 37.8 31.2 44.9
Pyrenees (S) 80.7 75.6 84.9 19.3 15.1 24.4
Queenscliffe (B) 85.9 79.1 90.7 14.1 9.3 20.9
South Gippsland (S) 77.4 70.6 83.1 22.4 16.8 29.2
Southern Grampians (S) 84.0 77.3 89.0 16.0 11.0 22.7
Stonnington (C) 50.6 44.4 56.9 48.9 42.7 55.2
Strathbogie (S) 81.0 741 86.3 17.9 12.7 24.5
Surf Coast (S) 79.4 72.5 85.0 20.5 14.9 27.4
Swan Hill (RC) 72.7 65.6 78.9 271 21.0 34.3
Towong (S) 79.8 71.2 86.2 20.1 13.7 28.7
Wangaratta (RC) 70.1 63.0 76.3 29.6 23.4 36.7
Warrnambool (C) 67.5 60.9 73.5 32.4 26.4 39.0
Wellington (S) 59.8 51.5 67.6 39.4 31.7 47.6
West Wimmera (S) 85.6 80.5 89.5 14.4 10.5 19.5
Whitehorse (C) 60.8 54.4 66.8 39.2 33.2 45.6
Whittlesea (C) 38.3 33.0 43.9 61.3 55.7 66.6
Wodonga (RC) 65.2 58.5 71.4 34.6 28.4 41.3
Wyndham (C) 40.1 35.1 45.3 59.7 54.5 64.7
Yarra (C) 56.4 48.3 64.1 43.3 35.6 51.3
Yarra Ranges (S) 58.7 51.9 65.2 40.8 34.3 47.7
Yarriambiack (S) 79.8 721 85.8 20.2 14.2 27.9
Victoria 55.3 54.3 56.3 44.4 43.4 45.4
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The relationship between SES and attendance at a local
community event in the past six months was investigated, using
total annual household income as a measure of SES. Figure
2.25 shows there was a strong relationship between affluence
and attendance at a local community event, where the higher
the total annual household income, the higher the proportions
of men and women who had attended a local community event.
Therefore attendance at a local community event in the six
months preceding the survey was strongly related to advantage.

Figure 2.25: Attendance at a local community event, by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% CI = 95 per cent confidence interval.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.
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Volunteerism

Table 2.59 shows volunteerism, by age group and sex. Volunteerism appeared to increase with age, with the highest

Overall, 23.6 per cent of people reported helping out a local proportion being in people aged 65 years or over. Conversely,
group by volunteering; this was not significantly different significantly higher proportions of people aged 18-34 rarely or
between the sexes. Conversely, 64.8 per cent of people never volunteered compared with all Victorian adults.

rarely or never volunteered.

Table 2.59: Volunteerism, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
e G 95% CI 95% CI 95% CI
(years) LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
18-24 74.7 69.6 79.2 13.2 10.0 17.3 11.6 8.5 15.8
25-34 72.4 67.8 76.6 10.5 8.0 13.7 1741 13.6 21.3
35-44 60.2 571 63.3 14.3 12.2 16.8 25.2 22.7 28.0
45-54 58.1 55.3 60.8 13.4 11.6 15.3 28.4 26.0 30.9
55-64 64.3 61.8 66.7 10.1 8.7 11.8 25.6 23.5 27.9
65+ 61.9 59.9 63.9 9.0 7.9 10.3 28.8 27.0 30.6
Total 65.2 63.7 66.5 11.7 10.8 12.7 22.9 21.8 241
Females
18-24 67.8 62.6 72.5 121 9.4 15.4 19.5 15.4 24.3
25-34 72.8 69.3 76.0 10.2 8.3 12.5 16.8 141 20.0
35-44 56.4 54.0 58.7 13.8 12.2 15.5 29.6 27.5 31.7
45-54 61.0 58.8 63.2 13.2 1.7 14.9 25.6 23.7 27.5
55-64 65.4 63.4 67.4 9.5 8.3 10.8 24.8 23.1 26.7
65+ 62.7 61.1 64.4 7.6 6.7 8.7 29.5 27.9 31.0
Total 64.5 63.3 65.7 11.0 10.3 11.8 24.2 23.2 25.3
Persons
18-24 71.3 67.7 74.7 12.7 10.5 15.2 15.5 12.8 18.6
25-34 72.6 69.7 75.3 10.4 8.7 12.3 17.0 14.7 19.5
35-44 58.3 56.3 60.2 14.0 12.7 155 27.4 25.8 29.2
45-54 59.6 57.8 61.3 13.3 121 14.5 27.0 25.5 28.5
55-64 64.9 63.3 66.4 9.8 8.9 10.8 25.2 23.8 26.7
65+ 62.4 61.1 63.6 8.2 7.5 9.0 29.1 28.0 30.3
Total 64.8 63.9 65.8 11.4 10.8 12.0 23.6 22.8 24.4

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

The trend over time from 2003 to 2011-12 of volunteerism Region, there were significantly higher proportions of men and
was investigated. There were no significant changes to the women who volunteered in all the rural Department of Health &
proportions of men or women volunteering or not (data not Human Services regions compared with all Victorian men and
shown). women. By contrast there was a significantly higher proportion

of men and women who did not volunteer in the North & West
Metropolitan Region compared with all Victorian men and
women.

Table 2.60 shows volunteerism, by Department of Health
& Human Services region. There were significantly higher
proportions of men and women who volunteered in rural
Victoria compared with their metropolitan counterparts. With
the exception of women who lived in Barwon-South Western
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Table 2.60: Volunteerism, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely
95% ClI 95% CI 95% CI
LL UL LL UL LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 64.3 608 67.6 12.6 10.4 15.2 23.2 204  26.2
North & West Metropolitan 720 696 742 10.9 9.3 12.6 16.9 15.1 18.9
Southern Metropolitan 69.0 66.2 71.7 9.9 8.2 11.9 20.8 18.6 23.2
Metropolitan males 69.0 67.4 70.6 11.0 10.0 12.2 19.8 18.5 21.1
Barwon-South Western 54.9 46.5 63.0 13.3 9.6 18.1 31.8 24.5 40.2
Gippsland 542 498 587 124 9.9 15.5 33.3 29.3 376
Grampians 50.9 46.0 557 15.7 12.0 20.4 33.4 295 374
Hume 52.1 476  56.6 16.6 13.1 20.8 3113 28.1 34.7
Loddon Mallee 546 504 587 124 10.1 151 32.9 29.0 371
Rural males 53.6 506  56.7 14.2 12.4 16.2 32.2 29.3 352
Total 65.2 63.7 66.5 11.7 10.8 12.7 22.9 21.8 241
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 61.8 58.2 65.4 11.5 9.5 13.9 26.2 23.0 29.7
North & West Metropolitan 71.5 69.6 73.3 9.5 8.3 10.8 18.6 171 20.2
Southern Metropolitan 67.1 64.6  69.6 10.7 9.2 12.5 22.0 199 242
Metropolitan females 676 66.2 69.0 10.3 9.4 11.2 21.8 206 23.0
Barwon-South Western 58.7 534 638 13.0 10.2 16.5 28.2 237 333
Gippsland 533 494  57.1 14.0 11.2 17.2 32.6 29.3  36.0
Grampians 526 484  56.7 15.2 12.2 18.8 321 29.0 354
Hume 51.8 486 549 15.3 13.1 17.9 32.8 30.0 358
Loddon Mallee 55,5 51.0 599 10.9 8.7 13.6 33.5 294  37.9
Rural females 549 527 570 13.5 12.2 15.0 31.5 296  33.6
Total 645 63.3 65.7 11.0 10.3 11.8 24.2 23.2 253
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 63.3 609 657 11.9 104 13.6 24.5 225 267
North & West Metropolitan 71.7 702 731 10.2 9.2 11.3 17.8 16.6 19.1
Southern Metropolitan 68.0 66.2 69.8 10.3 9.2 11.6 21.5 19.9 23.1
Metropolitan persons 68.3 67.2 69.4 10.7 10.0 114 20.8 19.9 21.7
Barwon-South Western 57.5 52.4 62.4 13.0 10.6 15.9 29.5 24.9 34.5
Gippsland 539 50.8 56.9 131 11.2 15.4 32.9 302 357
Grampians 51.7 484 550 15.7 13.1 18.7 32.5 300 352
Hume 52.1 493 548 15.8 13.7 18.2 32.1 299 343
Loddon Mallee 554 519 588 114 9.8 13.3 33.1 29.8  36.6
Rural persons 54.4 52.5 56.3 13.7 12.6 14.9 31.8 30.1 33.7
Total 648 639 65.8 11.4 10.8 12.0 23.6 228 244

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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Table 2.61 shows volunteerism, by LGA. There were significantly
higher proportions of people who volunteered in the LGAs of
Alpine (S), Ararat (RC), Bass Coast (S), Baw Baw (S), Benalla
(RC), Buloke (S), Campaspe (S), Central Goldfields (S), Colac-
Otway (S), Corangamite (S), Gannawarra (S), Glenelg (S), Greater
Bendigo (C), Hepburn (S), Hindmarsh (S), Horsham (RC), Indigo
(S), Latrobe (C), Loddon (S), Mansfield (S), Moira (S), Moorabool
(S), Mount Alexander (S), Moyne (S), Murrindindi (S), Northern
Grampians (S), Pyrenees (S), Queenscliffe (B), South Gippsland
(S), Southern Grampians (S), Strathbogie (S), Swan Hill (RC),
Towong (S), Wangaratta (RC), Warrnambool (C), Wellington

(S), West Wimmera (S), Whitehorse (C) and Yarriambiack (S)
compared with all Victorian adults. By contrast there were
significantly lower proportions of people who volunteered in the
LGAs of Brimbank (C), Casey (C), Greater Dandenong (C), Hume
(C), Maribyrnong (C), Melton (S), Moreland (C), Whittlesea (C)
and Wyndham (C) compared with all Victorian adults.
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Table 2.61: Volunteerism, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% CI 95% CI 95% CI

LL UL LL UL LL UL
Alpine (S) 48.6 38.7 58.5 11.5 8.4 15.6 39.9 30.6 50.0
Ararat (RC) 49.2 41.6 56.9 13.6 9.3 19.5 371 30.2 44.5
Ballarat (C) 57.5 51.0 63.8 17.8 12.7 24.2 24.7 20.8 29.2
Banyule (C) 68.3 61.7 74.2 11.6 7.3 17.8 19.6 15.8 241
Bass Coast (S) 56.3 50.1 62.4 1.2 7.1 17.0 32.2 27.2 37.5
Baw Baw (S) 56.2 49.6 62.6 12.2 8.2 17.7 31.5 26.0 37.6
Bayside (C) 59.8 521 67.0 20.6 14.7 28.0 19.6 15.7 24.2
Benalla (RC) 47.5 38.0 57.2 13.8 9.7 19.2 38.6 29.5 48.7
Boroondara (C) 62.9 55.9 69.3 12.7 8.8 17.9 24.5 18.9 31.0
Brimbank (C) 81.6 77 85.5 6.8 4.5 10.0 11.3 8.3 15.1
Buloke (S) 30.2 23.3 38.2 18.7 13.1 25.9 50.9 42.8 59.0
Campaspe (S) 48.4 41.2 55.7 15.9 10.7 22.9 35.5 29.6 41.9
Cardinia (S) 65.4 59.7 70.7 8.6 6.0 12.2 26.0 21.2 314
Casey (C) 75.8 71.5 79.6 6.3 4.4 9.0 17.3 14.0 21.2
Central Goldfields (S) 61.1 54.3 67.6 8.1 5.2 12.4 30.7 24.9 37.1
Colac-Otway (S) 48.6 41.4 55.9 16.1 11.0 22.9 35.3 28.8 42.4
Corangamite (S) 39.2 31.7 47.3 17.4 11.9 247 43.3 35.6 51.4
Darebin (C) 66.1 60.3 71.4 10.8 7.7 14.9 23.0 18.4 28.4
East Gippsland (S) 54.2 47.4 60.9 16.7 11.9 22.8 29.0 23.7 35.0
Frankston (C) 67.7 61.1 73.6 9.3 6.1 14.1 22.7 17.5 28.9
Gannawarra (S) 34.9 28.0 42.4 15.9 10.5 23.4 49.2 40.8 57.6
Glen Eira (C) 66.3 60.0 721 11.0 7.4 16.2 22.5 17.9 27.8
Glenelg (S) 45.4 37.7 53.4 14.0 9.2 20.7 40.6 33.6 47.9
Golden Plains (S) 60.4 53.3 67.0 12.5 8.0 18.9 27.2 22.3 32.7
Greater Bendigo (C) 60.1 51.7 67.9 7.2 4.9 10.5 32.7 24.9 41.6
Greater Dandenong (C) 71.5 66.1 76.4 12.2 8.8 16.7 15.6 12.0 19.9
Greater Geelong (C) 65.5 57.7 72.6 11.2 7.7 16.2 23.2 17.1 30.7
Greater Shepparton (C) 54.8 46.6 62.7 18.3 12.2 26.7 26.9 21.4 33.2
Hepburn (S) 46.9 37.9 56.1 9.6 6.5 14.1 43.1 34.2 52.5
Hindmarsh (S) 36.7 29.3 44.7 16.9 10.9 25.3 45.1 37.6 52.9
Hobsons Bay (C) 69.4 63.3 75.0 11.3 7.9 15.8 191 14.8 24.5
Horsham (RC) 41.1 33.1 49.6 17.0* 9.9 27.7 41.7 31.7 52.6
Hume (C) 71.5 66.1 76.4 11.3 7.8 15.9 16.3 12.7 20.6
Indigo (S) 43.6 36.5 51.0 20.2 14.3 27.7 36.0 29.9 42.5
Kingston (C) 66.2 59.7 72.2 9.7 6.8 13.7 241 18.7 30.4
Knox (C) 64.2 58.1 69.8 16.0 11.8 21.3 19.3 15.0 24.3
Latrobe (C) 55.9 49.6 61.9 13.3 9.5 18.2 30.8 25.5 36.7
Loddon (S) 44.4 36.6 52.5 1.1 7.1 17.1 44.1 37.1 51.4

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using 10-year
age groups.

Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.
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Table 2.61: Volunteerism, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

No or not often Sometimes Yes, definitely

95% ClI 95% ClI 95% ClI

LL UL LL UL LL UL
Macedon Ranges (S) 59.3 52.5 65.7 15.4 10.6 21.7 25.2 20.9 30.1
Manningham (C) 62.3 55.3 68.8 11.3 7.7 16.2 26.4 20.6 33.3
Mansfield (S) 47.7 40.3 55.2 14.6 10.6 19.7 37.7 30.6 45.3
Maribyrnong (C) 75.2 69.6 80.0 7.9 5.1 121 16.9 131 21.6
Maroondah (C) 67.2 61.4 72.5 6.9 4.5 10.3 25.9 21.1 31.4
Melbourne (C) 72.2 66.9 77.0 7.7 5.3 11.1 19.5 156.5 24.3
Melton (S) 70.3 64.9 75.2 12.6 9.4 16.7 1741 131 21.9
Mildura (RC) 58.1 514 64.5 156.2 10.4 21.7 26.3 21.6 31.6
Mitchell (S) 60.0 53.0 66.6 13.6 8.9 20.3 26.4 21.0 32.6
Moira (S) 51.0 43.0 58.9 16.5 10.9 24.3 32.5 26.3 39.3
Monash (C) 69.4 63.4 74.7 9.2 6.6 12.7 21.4 16.7 27.0
Moonee Valley (C) 73.2 67.9 77.9 8.4 6.0 11.6 18.3 14.2 23.2
Moorabool (S) 54.8 48.2 61.2 14.0 10.3 18.8 31.2 25.6 37.4
Moreland (C) 72.0 65.5 T 11.9 8.3 16.7 16.1 11.3 22.3
Mornington Peninsula (S) 62.8 56.7 68.5 10.4 7.2 14.7 26.7 21.6 32.6
Mount Alexander (S) 47.9 39.7 56.2 13.9 9.1 20.6 38.2 30.9 46.1
Moyne (S) 41.4 34.0 49.2 17.3 1156 25.1 41.3 34.7 48.2
Murrindindi (S) 46.3 37.9 54.8 19.2 12.5 28.2 34.3 28.3 40.9
Nillumbik (S) 55.8 48.7 62.7 13.7 9.4 19.5 29.9 23.7 36.9
Northern Grampians (S) 37.9 29.7 47.0 19.4* 10.6 32.8 42.6 34.6 51.0
Port Phillip (C) 68.6 62.2 74.3 9.7 6.3 14.5 21.8 171 27.2
Pyrenees (S) 35.1 27.9 43.0 20.7* 1.7 34.0 44.2 33.5 55.5
Queenscliffe (B) 47.2 36.4 58.3 21.8 131 33.9 31.0 24.9 37.8
South Gippsland (S) 46.9 38.5 55.4 15.8 10.2 23.8 37.2 30.5 44.5
Southern Grampians (S) 44.8 38.2 51.6 9.2 6.5 12.8 46.0 39.1 53.1
Stonnington (C) 68.2 62.3 73.5 8.7 5.6 13.2 23.1 18.7 28.3
Strathbogie (S) 41.1 314 51.5 13.8* 8.1 22.6 45.1 33.9 56.8
Surf Coast (S) 55.1 47.4 62.5 20.4 141 28.6 24.5 20.6 28.8
Swan Hill (RC) 43.2 36.3 50.4 13.8 9.3 20.1 43.0 36.1 50.1
Towong (S) 34.7 27.7 42.5 17.4 12.2 24.3 47.8 41.1 54.5
Wangaratta (RC) 50.4 43.6 57.1 16.6 11.6 23.1 33.0 27.8 38.8
Warrnambool (C) 52.3 45.9 58.7 17.3 124 23.5 30.4 25.0 36.4
Wellington (S) 52.5 44.2 60.8 10.8 6.8 16.6 36.7 28.9 45.3
West Wimmera (S) 26.7 21.2 33.2 17.9 13.2 23.9 55.3 48.8 61.7
Whitehorse (C) 56.1 49.4 62.6 12.8 9.0 17.8 30.9 25.1 37.5
Whittlesea (C) 74.5 69.2 79.1 9.8 6.9 13.9 15.7 12.0 20.3
Wodonga (RC) 56.7 49.8 63.4 13.2 9.6 17.9 30.1 23.9 37.1
Wyndham (C) 72.6 67.4 77.2 9.7 6.7 13.9 17.2 13.7 214
Yarra (C) 66.1 58.2 73.1 13.0 7.9 20.7 20.7 15.8 26.6
Yarra Ranges (S) 61.5 55.5 67.1 1.7 8.3 16.2 26.0 21.1 31.5
Yarriambiack (S) 32.9 25.7 411 12.4 8.7 17.5 54.5 46.7 62.2
Victoria 64.9 64.0 65.8 1.4 10.8 12.0 23.5 22.8 24.3
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The relationship between SES and volunteerism was
investigated, using total annual household income as a measure
of SES. Figure 2.26 shows there was a strong socioeconomic
gradient — the higher the total annual household income, the
higher the proportions of men and women who had volunteered.
Therefore volunteerism was strongly related to advantage.

Figure 2.26: Volunteerism, by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% CI = 95 per cent confidence interval.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.
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Taken local action on behalf of the community

Respondents who had previously indicated that they were Table 2.62 shows the proportions of men and women in
members of a group (sports, religious, school, professional and/ Victoria who had taken action on behalf of the community in

or an ‘other’ community or action group) were asked whether the previous two years, by age group and sex. Overall, 25.7 per
they had taken any local action on behalf of the community cent of people responded that they had taken action on behalf
in the past two years. This included such actions as getting of the community in the previous two years; this was similar
together with neighbours to have speed bumps built in the street  between men (26.0 per cent) and women (25.4 per cent). While
or signing a petition not to have trees in a local park cut down. there was no significant difference in men by age, a significantly
For rural areas this might include attending a meeting or signing higher proportion of women aged 18-24 years reported taking
a petition to protect the habitat of a native animal. action compared with all Victorian women. Conversely, a

significantly lower proportion of women aged 65 years or over
reported taking action compared with all Victorian women.

Table 2.62: Taken local action on behalf of the community, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes No
Age group 95% ClI 95% ClI
(years) LL LL
Males
18-24 28.2 23.4 33.6 67.4 61.9 72.4
25-34 21.2 17.6 25.2 75.6 71.3 79.4
35-44 26.0 23.3 28.8 715 68.6 74.2
45-54 28.2 25.8 30.7 69.1 66.5 71.5
55-64 29.1 26.9 31.5 68.1 65.6 70.5
65+ 25.7 24.0 27.5 71.4 69.6 73.3
Total 26.0 24.7 27.3 71.0 69.6 72.3
Females
18-24 31.9 271 37.2 63.8 58.5 68.9
25-34 22.8 19.7 26.2 73.2 69.7 76.4
35-44 27.7 25.6 29.8 68.1 65.9 70.3
45-54 25.6 23.8 27.6 72.6 70.6 74.5
55-64 23.7 22.0 25.6 73.4 71.4 75.2
65+ 22.8 21.4 24.2 741 72.6 75.6
Total 25.4 243 26.5 71.2 70.0 72.4
Persons
18-24 30.0 26.6 33.8 65.6 61.8 69.2
25-34 22.0 19.6 24.6 74.4 7.7 77.0
35-44 26.8 25.2 28.6 69.8 68.0 71.5
45-54 26.9 25.4 28.5 70.8 69.2 72.4
55-64 26.4 24.9 27.9 70.8 69.2 72.3
65+ 241 23.0 25.2 72.9 7.7 741
Total 25.7 24.8 26.5 714 70.2 72.0

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and have been age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian
population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

Table 2.63 shows the proportions of men and women in There were significantly higher proportions of people who
Victoria who had taken action on behalf of the community in had taken action on behalf of the community in every rural

the previous two years, by Department of Health & Human Department of Health & Human Services region, with the
Services region and sex. Significantly higher proportions of men exception of Barwon-South Western Region, compared with all
and women who lived in rural Victoria had taken local action Victoria. By contrast there were significantly higher proportions
on behalf of the community compared with their metropolitan of men and women who had not taken action on behalf of the
counterparts. community in North & West Metropolitan Region.
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Table 2.63: Taken local action on behalf of community, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex,
Victoria, 2011-12

Yes [\ [}

95% Cl 95% ClI

LL LL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 28.8 25.5 32.4 68.4 64.8 71.8
North & West Metropolitan 20.8 18.8 23.1 76.2 73.9 78.4
Southern Metropolitan 25.3 22.6 28.2 71.0 67.9 73.8
Metropolitan males 24.3 22.8 25.9 72.5 70.9 741
Barwon-South Western 24.4 20.6 28.7 73.8 69.3 7.7
Gippsland 33.0 29.0 37.3 64.3 60.0 68.4
Grampians 31.2 26.9 35.8 65.3 60.6 69.6
Hume 32.7 29.2 36.5 64.5 60.7 68.2
Loddon Mallee 31.4 27.8 35.3 66.9 62.9 70.6
Rural males 30.1 28.1 32.2 67.4 65.2 69.5
Total 26.0 24.7 27.3 71.0 69.6 72.3
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 27.0 24.0 30.2 68.1 64.7 71.3
North & West Metropolitan 21.4 19.7 23.3 75.6 73.7 77.4
Southern Metropolitan 23.6 21.3 26.0 72.7 70.2 751
Metropolitan females 23.6 22.3 24.9 72.7 71.4 741
Barwon-South Western 28.1 23.3 33.4 69.8 64.5 74.6
Gippsland 29.5 26.2 33.0 67.6 64.0 71.0
Grampians 31.4 27.6 35.3 65.8 61.8 69.6
Hume 33.1 30.2 36.1 65.0 61.9 67.9
Loddon Mallee 31.5 27.4 35.9 65.9 61.6 70.1
Rural females 30.6 28.6 32.7 67.0 64.9 69.0
Total 25.4 24.3 26.5 71.2 70.0 72.4
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 27.8 25.5 30.1 68.5 66.1 70.8
North & West Metropolitan 211 19.8 22.6 75.9 74.4 77.3
Southern Metropolitan 24.4 22.6 26.2 71.9 70.0 73.8
Metropolitan persons 23.9 22.9 25.0 72.6 71.6 73.7
Barwon-South Western 25.8 22.4 29.6 72.2 68.3 75.7
Gippsland 31.2 28.6 34.0 66.0 63.2 68.7
Grampians 31.4 28.4 34.5 65.4 62.2 68.4
Hume 32.8 30.4 35.2 64.8 62.3 67.2
Loddon Mallee 31.8 28.8 35.0 65.8 62.6 68.9
Rural persons 30.3 28.8 31.8 67.2 65.7 68.8
Total 25.7 24.8 26.5 711 70.2 72.0

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
Note that estimates may not add to 100 per cent due to a proportion of ‘don’t know’ or ‘refused’ responses, not reported here.
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Table 2.64 shows the proportions of men and women in
Victoria who had taken action on behalf of the community in
the previous two years, by LGA. There were significantly higher
proportions of people who had taken local action on behalf

of the community in the LGAs of Alpine (S), Ararat (RC), Bass
Coast (S), Baw Baw (S), Benalla (RC), Buloke (S), Campaspe (S),
Central Goldfields (S), Colac-Otway (S), Corangamite (S), East
Gippsland (S), Gannawarra (S), Hindmarsh (S), Horsham (RC),
Indigo (S), Loddon (S), Mansfield (S), Melbourne (C), Moira (S),
Mount Alexander (S), Moyne (S), Murrindindi (S), Nillumbik (S),
Pyrenees (S), Queenscliffe (B), South Gippsland (S), Southern
Grampians (S), Strathbogie (S), Surf Coast (S), Swan Hill (RC),
Towong (S), Wangaratta (RC), Warrnambool (C), West Wimmera
(S) and Yarriambiack (S) compared with all Victorian adults.

By contrast there were significantly higher proportions of
people who had not taken any local action on behalf of the
community in the previous two years in the LGAs of Brimbank
(C), Greater Dandenong (C), Greater Geelong (C), Hobsons
Bay (C), Hume (C), Whittlesea (C) and Wyndham (C) compared
with all Victorian adults.
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Table 2.64: Taken local action on behalf of community, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes \[o]
95% ClI 95% ClI
LL LL
Alpine (S) 36.8 27.7 47.0 60.3 50.2 69.6
Ararat (RC) 36.7 29.9 44.0 58.9 51.5 66.0
Ballarat (C) 25.7 20.3 31.9 70.6 64.2 76.3
Banyule (C) 24.6 19.3 30.8 68.4 61.8 74.4
Bass Coast (S) 34.7 27.6 42.6 60.4 52.5 67.8
Baw Baw (S) 34.4 28.3 41.0 61.8 55.1 68.0
Bayside (C) 23.3 18.4 29.1 73.9 67.8 79.1
Benalla (RC) 38.0 29.4 47.5 60.1 50.5 68.9
Boroondara (C) 24.5 19.6 30.3 72.8 67.0 77.9
Brimbank (C) 14.5 1.1 18.8 82.1 77.5 85.9
Buloke (S) 52.3 44.2 60.3 46.3 38.4 54.4
Campaspe (S) 35.8 29.2 43.0 59.8 52.3 66.8
Cardinia (S) 25.5 20.6 31.2 71.2 65.5 76.3
Casey (C) 20.6 16.0 26.2 76.5 70.9 81.3
Central Goldfields (S) 40.9 33.1 49.1 58.4 50.2 66.2
Colac-Otway (S) 35.5 28.7 42.9 61.5 541 68.3
Corangamite (S) 36.9 29.6 44.8 55.3 47.3 63.0
Darebin (C) 22.6 17.8 28.2 76.4 70.8 81.2
East Gippsland (S) 34.8 28.6 41.5 61.8 54.9 68.3
Frankston (C) 26.6 21.0 33.2 70.0 63.4 75.9
Gannawarra (S) 45.5 37.7 53.5 53.1 45.1 61.0
Glen Eira (C) 25.6 20.3 31.8 68.3 61.8 74.2
Glenelg (S) 32.4 25.7 39.9 65.7 58.2 72.5
Golden Plains (S) 28.3 22.6 34.8 70.7 64.0 76.5
Greater Bendigo (C) 28.3 21.4 36.5 69.8 61.6 76.9
Greater Dandenong (C) 16.1 12.2 20.9 79.4 74.3 83.6
Greater Geelong (C) 18.3 13.8 23.9 80.3 74.7 84.9
Greater Shepparton (C) 31.7 25.6 38.5 66.2 59.2 72.5
Hepburn (S) 30.6 24.3 37.8 66.9 59.7 73.4
Hindmarsh (S) 42.4 34.6 50.5 50.3 421 58.4
Hobsons Bay (C) 17.5 13.9 21.9 81.0 76.6 84.8
Horsham (RC) 46.8 39.9 53.8 50.9 44.0 57.9
Hume (C) 16.4 12.6 21.0 82.0 77.3 86.0
Indigo (S) 37.0 30.5 43.9 60.2 53.1 66.9
Kingston (C) 25.4 20.1 31.5 73.1 66.9 78.5
Knox (C) 29.8 24.5 35.8 65.8 59.8 71.3
Latrobe (C) 25.2 20.2 31.0 72.9 67.0 78.0
Loddon (S) 43.9 35.4 52.7 53.7 44.9 62.2
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire;
10-year age groups. RC = Rural City.
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
metropolitan/rural. estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
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Table 2.64: Taken local action on behalf of community, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

Yes \[o}

95% ClI 95% ClI

LL LL
Macedon Ranges (S) 31.2 25.0 38.1 67.1 60.2 73.3
Manningham (C) 31.7 25.4 38.9 66.1 58.9 72.5
Mansfield (S) 44.3 36.5 52.5 50.8 42.6 58.8
Maribyrnong (C) 19.5 151 24.9 77.5 7.7 82.3
Maroondah (C) 30.6 24.6 37.3 65.7 59.0 71.9
Melbourne (C) 36.0 30.5 42.0 61.0 55.0 66.7
Melton (S) 20.7 16.2 26.1 76.4 70.9 81.2
Mildura (RC) 26.0 20.4 32.6 69.2 62.0 75.5
Mitchell (S) 25.1 19.9 31.2 72.5 66.3 78.0
Moira (S) 35.8 28.4 44.0 61.3 53.2 68.9
Monash (C) 22.6 17.8 28.2 73.5 67.5 78.7
Moonee Valley (C) 21.3 16.2 27.4 771 71.0 82.3
Moorabool (S) 29.7 24.0 35.9 68.4 62.1 74.2
Moreland (C) 20.7 15.5 27.0 76.9 70.6 82.2
Mornington Peninsula (S) 28.3 22.9 34.5 68.9 62.7 74.6
Mount Alexander (S) 42.9 35.1 51.2 56.5 48.3 64.4
Moyne (S) 40.2 32.7 48.2 56.0 47.8 63.8
Murrindindi (S) 34.6 27.0 43.1 64.8 56.3 72.4
Nillumbik (S) 37.5 30.9 44.6 60.2 53.1 66.8
Northern Grampians (S) 30.5 24.8 36.8 65.3 57.5 72.3
Port Phillip (C) 31.9 25.9 38.6 64.8 57.8 71.2
Pyrenees (S) 36.9 31.6 42.5 48.0 38.4 57.6
Queenscliffe (B) 35.5 27.2 44.8 60.8 51.1 69.7
South Gippsland (S) 39.3 31.1 48.1 57.6 49.0 65.9
Southern Grampians (S) 46.1 35.0 57.7 50.6 39.6 61.5
Stonnington (C) 25.2 20.2 31.0 68.7 62.5 74.3
Strathbogie (S) 44.2 33.0 55.9 55.4 43.6 66.6
Surf Coast (S) 38.1 31.3 45.3 59.2 52.1 65.9
Swan Hill (RC) 37.4 30.8 44.6 59.2 52.1 65.9
Towong (S) 45.0 37.6 52.6 48.3 40.6 56.2
Wangaratta (RC) 36.9 30.5 43.8 60.3 53.3 66.8
Warrnambool (C) Ball) 27.4 39.1 64.6 58.5 70.2
Wellington (S) 31.5 241 40.0 66.8 58.3 74.3
West Wimmera (S) 47.9 41.2 54.6 49.0 42.3 55.7
Whitehorse (C) 30.2 24.2 37.0 64.5 57.7 70.8
Whittlesea (C) 16.1 12.2 21.0 79.4 741 83.8
Wodonga (RC) 28.4 22.3 35.4 69.3 62.2 75.5
Wyndham (C) 19.3 15.3 24.0 76.9 72.0 81.2
Yarra (C) 28.1 22.0 35.1 68.2 61.0 74.6
Yarra Ranges (S) 30.7 24.6 37.7 66.0 59.1 72.3
Yarriambiack (S) 56.6 48.9 64.1 42.4 35.0 50.2
Victoria 25.8 24.9 26.6 71.0 70.1 71.9
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The relationship between SES and having taken local action on
behalf of the community was investigated, using total annual
household income as a measure of SES. Figure 2.27 shows
there was a strong socioeconomic gradient — the higher the
total annual household income, the higher the proportions

of men and women who had taken local action on behalf of
the community. Therefore taking local action on behalf of the
community was strongly related to advantage.

Figure 2.27: Taken action on behalf of the community, by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% CI = 95 per cent confidence interval.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.

Membership of a decision-making board or
committee

The survey collected information on whether respondents
were on a decision-making board or committee. Being on a
committee or decision-making body is a common form of civic
engagement. Examples include being a board member of a
sports club committee, a church committee, a body corporate
or a resident action group.

Table 2.65 shows membership of a decision-making board

or committee, by age group and sex. Overall, 17.8 per cent

of people responded that they were a member of a decision-
making board or committee; this was significantly higher in men
(19.3 per cent) than women (16.3 per cent). Membership of a
decision-making board or committee appears to be associated
with the middle years of age, with higher proportions in men
aged 45-64 years and women aged 35-54 years compared
with all Victorian men and women, respectively.
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Table 2.65: Member of decision-making board or committee, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes No
R G 95% ClI 95% ClI
(years) LL LL
Males
18-24 8.2 5.9 1.2 91.7 88.7 94.0
25-34 17.1 13.6 21.3 82.6 78.4 86.2
35-44 22.3 19.8 24.9 77.6 74.9 80.0
45-54 23.6 21.4 26.0 76.3 74.0 78.5
55-64 23.9 21.8 26.1 76.0 73.8 78.1
65+ 20.6 19.0 22.3 791 77.4 80.7
Total 19.3 18.3 20.5 80.5 79.4 81.6
Females
18-24 12.5 9.5 16.4 87.5 83.6 90.5
25-34 12.6 10.4 15.3 87.1 84.5 89.4
35-44 21.4 19.6 23.3 78.5 76.6 80.3
45-54 19.5 17.8 21.2 80.3 78.5 82.0
55-64 18.1 16.5 19.7 81.8 80.1 83.4
65+ 15.5 14.4 16.8 84.4 83.1 85.5
Total 16.3 15.5 17.2 83.5 82.7 84.3
Persons
18-24 10.3 8.3 12.7 89.7 87.3 91.6
25-34 14.9 12.7 17.3 84.9 82.4 87.0
35-44 21.8 20.3 23.4 781 76.5 79.6
45-54 21.5 20.1 23.0 78.4 76.9 79.7
55-64 20.9 19.6 22.3 79.0 77.6 80.3
65+ 17.8 16.8 18.8 82.0 81.0 83.0
Total 17.8 1741 18.5 82.1 81.4 82.8

Data are age-specific estimates, except for ‘“Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and have been age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian
population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

Table 2.66 shows membership of a decision-making board or
committee, by Department of Health & Human Services region
and sex. There were significantly higher proportions of men
and women who were a member of a decision-making board
or committee in rural Victoria compared with their metropolitan
counterparts.

There were significantly higher proportions of people who were
a member of a decision-making board or committee in every
rural Department of Health & Human Services region, with the
exception of Barwon-South Western Region, compared with all
Victoria. By contrast there were significantly higher proportions
of men and women who were not a member of a decision-
making board or committee in North & West Metropolitan
Region.
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Table 2.66: Member of decision-making board or committee, by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex,
Victoria, 2011-12

Yes \[o}

95% Cl 95% ClI

LL LL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 18.4 16.0 21.1 81.5 78.9 84.0
North & West Metropolitan 16.2 14.5 18.1 83.6 81.7 85.4
Southern Metropolitan 19.8 17.5 22.3 80.0 77.5 82.3
Metropolitan males 18.0 16.7 19.3 81.9 80.5 83.1
Barwon-South Western 20.8 15.5 27.2 79.2 72.7 84.4
Gippsland 22.9 194 26.7 76.9 73.0 80.4
Grampians 24.8 21.3 28.6 75.2 71.3 78.6
Hume 22.3 18.8 26.3 77.5 73.5 81.0
Loddon Mallee 25.1 21.9 28.6 74.8 71.4 78.0
Rural males 23.3 21.0 25.7 76.6 74.2 78.9
Total 19.3 18.3 20.5 80.5 79.4 81.6
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 18.2 15.7 21.0 81.7 78.9 84.2
North & West Metropolitan 13.4 12.1 14.7 86.4 85.1 87.7
Southern Metropolitan 16.1 14.4 17.9 83.7 81.8 85.5
Metropolitan females 156.3 14.3 16.3 84.5 83.5 85.5
Barwon-South Western 17.4 14.2 21.0 82.6 78.9 85.7
Gippsland 191 16.5 22.0 80.8 77.9 83.4
Grampians 20.7 18.1 23.6 79.2 76.4 81.8
Hume 21.5 19.2 24.0 78.5 76.0 80.8
Loddon Mallee 19.8 17.5 22.4 80.1 77.6 82.5
Rural females 19.4 18.1 20.8 80.5 79.1 81.8
Total 16.3 15.5 17.2 83.5 82.7 84.3
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 18.0 16.3 19.9 81.9 80.1 83.6
North & West Metropolitan 14.7 13.7 15.9 85.1 83.9 86.2
Southern Metropolitan 17.8 16.4 194 82.0 80.4 83.4
Metropolitan persons 16.6 15.8 17.4 83.2 82.4 84.0
Barwon-South Western 19.3 15.6 23.5 80.7 76.5 84.3
Gippsland 20.9 18.7 23.4 78.8 76.4 81.1
Grampians 22.7 20.5 25.1 77.3 74.9 79.5
Hume 21.9 19.7 24.2 78.0 75.6 80.2
Loddon Mallee 22.4 20.4 24.6 77.5 75.4 79.5
Rural persons 21.4 20.0 22.8 78.6 771 80.0
Total 17.8 174 18.5 82.1 81.4 82.8

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
Note that estimates may not add to 100 per cent due to a proportion of ‘don’t know’ or ‘refused’ responses, not reported here.
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Table 2.67 shows membership of a decision-making board or
committee, by LGA. There were significantly higher proportions
of people who were a member of a decision-making board or
committee in the LGAs of Ararat (RC), Benalla (RC), Buloke (S),
Campaspe (S), Colac-Otway (S), Corangamite (S), Gannawarra
(8), Glenelg (S), Hindmarsh (S), Horsham (RC), Indigo (S),
Loddon (S), Mansfield (S), Melbourne (C), Mount Alexander

(S), Moyne (S), Murrindindi (S), Northern Grampians (S), Port
Phillip (C), Pyrenees (S), Queenscliffe (B), Southern Grampians
(8), Stonnington (C), Strathbogie (S), Swan Hill (RC), Towong
(S), Warrnambool (C), West Wimmera (S) and Yarriambiack

(S) compared with all Victorian adults. By contrast there were
significantly lower proportions of people who were a member of
a decision-making board or committee in the LGAs of Brimbank
(C), Greater Dandenong (C), Hume (C), Whittlesea (C) and
Wyndham (C) compared with all Victorian adults.

Conversely, there were significantly higher proportions of
people who were not a member of a decision-making board or
committee in the LGAs of Brimbank (C), Frankston (C), Greater
Dandenong (C), Hume (C), Whittlesea (C) and Wyndham (C)
compared with all Victorian adults.
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Table 2.67: Member of decision-making board or committee, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes \[o]
95% Cl 95% CI
LL LL
Alpine (S) 25.0 171 34.9 75.0 65.1 82.9
Ararat (RC) 29.8 241 36.1 70.2 63.9 75.9
Ballarat (C) 18.8 14.7 23.9 81.2 76.1 85.3
Banyule (C) 18.6 13.6 25.0 81.3 74.9 86.3
Bass Coast (S) 18.8 14.3 24.4 80.8 75.2 85.3
Baw Baw (S) 22.6 17.9 28.3 77.2 71.6 81.9
Bayside (C) 19.5 15.0 25.0 80.4 74.9 85.0
Benalla (RC) 25.5 20.5 31.3 74.3 68.5 79.3
Boroondara (C) 19.4 15.2 24.4 80.6 75.6 84.8
Brimbank (C) 9.1 6.6 12.5 90.9 87.5 93.4
Buloke (S) 39.7 31.8 48.2 60.3 51.8 68.2
Campaspe (S) 24.0 18.9 30.0 76.0 70.0 81.1
Cardinia (S) 18.0 13.8 23.0 82.0 77.0 86.2
Casey (C) 141 10.9 18.0 85.7 81.7 88.9
Central Goldfields (S) 18.0 14.2 22.5 82.0 77.5 85.8
Colac-Otway (S) 27.7 21.6 34.7 72.3 65.3 78.4
Corangamite (S) 29.7 22.8 37.7 70.3 62.3 77.2
Darebin (C) 16.1 12.1 21.1 83.7 78.8 87.7
East Gippsland (S) 22.7 18.0 28.1 76.5 70.9 81.3
Frankston (C) 12.9 9.5 17.2 87.1 82.8 90.4
Gannawarra (S) 30.9 23.2 39.8 69.0 60.1 76.7
Glen Eira (C) 19.1 15.0 23.9 80.9 76.1 85.0
Glenelg (S) 27.8 211 35.6 72.2 64.4 78.9
Golden Plains (S) 20.6 16.1 25.9 79.4 741 83.9
Greater Bendigo (C) 19.7 15.8 24.3 80.3 75.7 84.2
Greater Dandenong (C) 9.1 6.7 12.2 90.3 87.0 92.8
Greater Geelong (C) 13.4 8.9 19.8 86.6 80.2 91.1
Greater Shepparton (C) 22.6 16.3 30.4 771 69.3 83.4
Hepburn (S) 22.8 18.0 28.4 76.9 71.3 81.7
Hindmarsh (S) 28.0 22.4 34.3 71.9 65.6 77.4
Hobsons Bay (C) 14.5 10.5 19.7 856.2 80.0 89.3
Horsham (RC) 22.3 18.7 26.5 77.6 73.4 81.3
Hume (C) 9.7 6.9 13.4 90.0 86.3 92.8
Indigo (S) 24.3 19.6 29.7 75.5 70.1 80.2
Kingston (C) 18.4 14.0 23.6 81.6 76.4 86.0
Knox (C) 15.0 11.2 20.0 84.6 79.7 88.5
Latrobe (C) 18.0 13.6 23.5 82.0 76.5 86.4
Loddon (S) 35.1 28.4 42.3 64.7 57.5 71.3
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire;
10-year age groups. RC = Rural City.
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
metropolitan/rural. estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
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Table 2.67: Member of decision-making board or committee, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

Yes \[o}

95% ClI 95% ClI

LL LL
Macedon Ranges (S) 19.4 15.2 24.5 80.4 75.4 84.7
Manningham (C) 18.4 13.8 24.2 81.6 75.8 86.2
Mansfield (S) 27.3 21.4 34.1 72.7 65.9 78.6
Maribyrnong (C) 17.3 13.2 22.3 82.5 77.5 86.6
Maroondah (C) 16.5 12.8 21.0 83.5 79.0 87.2
Melbourne (C) 27.7 23.0 32.9 72.2 67.0 77.0
Melton (S) 14.0 10.5 18.4 85.9 81.5 89.3
Mildura (RC) 21.1 16.8 26.3 78.9 73.7 83.2
Mitchell (S) 14.7 11.1 19.2 85.3 80.8 88.9
Moira (S) 20.3 15.1 26.9 79.7 73.1 84.9
Monash (C) 16.1 12.3 20.8 83.9 79.2 87.7
Moonee Valley (C) 17.5 13.4 22.6 82.2 77.2 86.4
Moorabool (S) 22.1 17.4 27.6 77.9 72.4 82.6
Moreland (C) 14.6 10.5 19.8 85.1 79.8 89.1
Mornington Peninsula (S) 20.0 15.6 25.3 80.0 74.7 84.4
Mount Alexander (S) 27.2 20.8 34.9 72.6 65.0 79.1
Moyne (S) 30.3 24.4 37.0 69.5 62.9 75.5
Murrindindi (S) 29.4 22.1 38.1 70.6 61.9 77.9
Nillumbik (S) 18.5 14.0 24.0 80.1 74.2 84.9
Northern Grampians (S) 27.9 23.6 32.6 721 67.4 76.4
Port Phillip (C) 26.5 20.7 33.3 72.6 65.7 78.5
Pyrenees (S) 28.3 23.5 33.6 1.4 66.1 76.2
Queenscliffe (B) 29.0 19.0 41.6 71.0 58.4 81.0
South Gippsland (S) 21.0 16.4 26.4 79.0 73.6 83.6
Southern Grampians (S) 27.7 23.5 32.2 72.3 67.7 76.4
Stonnington (C) 27.2 22.1 33.0 72.8 67.0 77.9
Strathbogie (S) 25.3 20.8 30.4 74.5 69.4 79.1
Surf Coast (S) 20.4 15.4 26.5 79.5 73.4 84.4
Swan Hill (RC) 27.2 21.9 33.2 72.8 66.8 78.1
Towong (S) 34.2 28.3 40.7 65.7 59.2 71.6
Wangaratta (RC) 20.7 16.6 25.5 79.3 74.5 83.4
Warrnambool (C) 24.2 19.0 30.3 75.6 69.5 80.8
Wellington (S) 21.4 17.0 26.6 78.6 73.4 83.0
West Wimmera (S) 38.4 32.4 44.9 61.2 54.8 67.3
Whitehorse (C) 21.6 17.3 26.6 78.3 73.3 82.6
Whittlesea (C) 12.6 9.2 17.0 87.4 83.0 90.8
Wodonga (RC) 15.3 12.2 19.0 84.7 81.0 87.8
Wyndham (C) 12.7 9.6 16.4 87.1 83.3 90.2
Yarra (C) 20.8 16.6 25.6 79.2 74.3 83.3
Yarra Ranges (S) 18.4 14.0 23.9 81.6 76.1 86.0
Yarriambiack (S) 34.8 29.8 40.0 65.2 60.0 70.2
Victoria 17.8 171 18.5 82.1 81.4 82.7
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The relationship between SES and membership of a decision-
making board or committee was investigated, using total annual
household income as a measure of SES. Figure 2.28 shows
there was a strong socioeconomic gradient — the higher the total
annual household income, the higher the proportions of men
and women who were a member of a decision-making board or
committee. Therefore membership of a decision-making board
or committee was strongly related to advantage.

Figure 2.28: Member of a decision-making board or committee, by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
95% CI = 95 per cent confidence interval.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.
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Rating of local neighbourhood

Respondents were asked a series of questions aimed at
determining how local neighbourhoods were viewed by their
residents. The following section reports on the findings.

Rating of local neighbourhood for community and

support groups

Respondents were asked to rate their local neighbourhood for a
range of community and support groups. Table 2.68 shows the
rating of the local neighbourhood for community and support
groups, by age group and sex. Overall, 61.2 per cent of people

rated their local neighbourhood as good or very good for a
range of community and support groups; this was significantly
lower in men (59.4 per cent) than women (62.9 per cent).

Victorian adults aged 18-24 years were significantly more likely
to rate their local neighbourhood as average, poor or very poor
for community and support groups compared with all Victorian
adults. By contrast Victorian adults aged 55 years or over were
significantly more likely to rate their local neighbourhood as good
or very good for a range of community and support groups.

Table 2.68: Rating of local neighbourhood for community and support groups, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Average, poor or very poor

Good or very good

Aeoaen 95% ClI 95% CI

(years) ) LL UL LL

Males

18-24 30.4 25.6 35.8 55.8 50.1 61.3
25-34 29.7 25.2 34.5 52.0 46.9 57.0
35-44 22.6 19.9 25.4 62.3 59.1 65.4
45-54 24.8 22.4 27.3 60.3 57.6 63.1
55-64 22.3 20.2 24.6 64.1 61.5 66.6
65+ 22.4 20.6 24.2 62.5 60.4 64.6
Total 25.3 23.9 26.7 59.4 57.8 60.9
Females

18-24 32.3 27.4 37.5 58.7 53.3 63.9
25-34 24.0 21.0 27.4 58.4 54.6 62.1
35-44 19.9 18.1 21.9 66.7 64.4 69.0
45-54 21.4 19.6 23.2 65.0 62.9 67.2
55-64 21.1 19.4 22.9 65.2 63.1 67.2
65+ 20.1 18.7 21.6 64.4 62.7 66.1
Total 22.9 21.8 24.0 62.9 61.7 64.2
Persons

18-24 &3 27.8 35.0 57.2 53.3 61.0
25-34 26.9 241 29.8 55.2 52.0 58.3
35-44 21.2 19.6 23.0 64.5 62.6 66.4
45-54 23.0 21.6 24.6 62.7 61.0 64.5
55-64 21.7 20.3 23.1 64.6 63.0 66.2
65+ 21.1 20.0 22.3 63.6 62.2 64.9
Total 241 23.2 25.0 61.2 60.2 62.1

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

Table 2.69 shows the rating of the local neighbourhood for
community and support groups, by Department of Health &
Human Services region and sex. Men and women who lived in
rural Victoria were significantly more likely than their metropolitan
counterparts to rate their local neighbourhood as good or very
good for a range of community and support groups.

Significantly higher proportions of men and women in Hume
Region, men in Grampians Region and women in Eastern

Metropolitan or Loddon Mallee Region rated their local
neighbourhood as good or very good for a range of community
and support groups compared with all Victorian men and
women, respectively. By contrast there was a significantly higher
proportion of women in North & West Metropolitan Region who
rated their local neighbourhood as average, poor or very poor
for a range of community and support groups compared with all
Victorian women.
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Table 2.69: Rating of local neighbourhood for community and support groups, by Department of Health & Human Services
region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Average, poor or very poor Good or very good
95% ClI 95% CI

% LL UL % LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 20.6 17.6 241 60.6 56.7 64.3
North & West Metropolitan 27.8 25.4 30.3 54.5 51.8 57.2
Southern Metropolitan 25.0 22.1 28.0 57.2 53.9 60.4
Metropolitan males 24.8 23.2 26.5 57.2 55.3 59.0
Barwon-South Western 23.3 17.6 30.2 65.9 57.6 73.3
Gippsland 32.9 28.8 37.2 61.8 57.4 66.1
Grampians 22.2 191 25.7 70.5 66.5 741
Hume 25.6 21.6 30.1 67.8 63.2 721
Loddon Mallee 28.1 23.6 33.0 64.8 59.8 69.4
Rural males 26.5 23.8 29.3 66.0 63.0 68.9
Total 25.3 23.9 26.7 59.4 57.8 60.9
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 16.0 18.7 18.7 70.9 67.8 73.8
North & West Metropolitan 26.3 24.4 28.4 54.7 52.6 56.8
Southern Metropolitan 20.7 18.6 23.0 62.0 59.3 64.7
Metropolitan females 21.8 20.6 23.2 61.3 59.8 62.8
Barwon-South Western 25.8 21.4 30.7 67.6 62.9 72.0
Gippsland 27.2 23.8 30.9 66.8 63.0 70.4
Grampians 27.4 23.8 31.3 67.0 62.9 70.8
Hume 25.0 22.1 28.1 69.4 66.2 72.4
Loddon Mallee 26.2 22.0 30.9 69.3 64.6 73.7
Rural females 26.3 24.4 28.3 67.9 65.9 69.9
Total 22.9 21.8 24.0 62.9 61.7 64.2
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 18.4 16.4 20.6 65.4 62.9 67.9
North & West Metropolitan 271 25.5 28.7 54.6 52.9 56.3
Southern Metropolitan 22.6 20.8 24.6 59.8 57.7 61.9
Metropolitan persons 23.3 22.3 24.4 59.3 58.1 60.4
Barwon-South Western 25.5 20.9 30.7 65.9 60.6 70.8
Gippsland 30.0 27.2 32.9 64.3 61.3 67.1
Grampians 24.5 22.0 27.1 69.0 66.1 .7
Hume 25.2 22.7 27.9 68.7 65.9 71.3
Loddon Mallee 27.4 23.9 31.1 66.9 63.1 70.5
Rural persons 26.5 24.8 28.4 66.8 64.9 68.6
Total 241 23.2 25.0 61.2 60.2 62.1

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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Table 2.70 shows the rating of the local neighbourhood

for community and support groups, by LGA. There were
significantly higher proportions of people in the LGAs of Ararat
(RC), Ballarat (C), Bayside (C), Boroondara (C), Campaspe

(S), Central Goldfields (S), Colac-Otway (S), Corangamite

(S), Gannawarra (S), Glenelg (S), Greater Shepparton (C),
Horsham (RC), Manningham (C), Mansfield (S), Mildura (RC),
Mount Alexander (S), Nillumbik (S), Queenscliffe (B), Southern
Grampians (S), Strathbogie (S), Wangaratta (RC), Warrnambool
(C), Whitehorse (C) and Wodonga (RC) who rated their local
neighbourhood as good or very good for a range of community
and support groups compared with all Victorian adults.

By contrast there were significantly higher proportions of
people in the LGAs of Bass Coast (S), Benalla (RC), Brimbank
(C), Buloke (S), Golden Plains (S), Greater Dandenong (C),
Hindmarsh (S), Hume (C), Loddon (S), Macedon Ranges (S),
Melton (S), Moorabool (S), Moyne (S), Murrindindi (S),
Pyrenees (S), South Gippsland (S), Swan Hill (RC), Towong (S),
West Wimmera (S), Whittlesea (C) and Yarriambiack (S)

who rated their local area as average, poor or very poor for

a range of community and support groups compared with

all Victorian people.

2. Social capital 187



Table 2.70: Rating of local neighbourhood for community and support groups, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

Average, poor or very poor Good or very good
95% Cl 95% CI
% LL UL LL

Alpine (S) 29.0 20.4 39.3 68.6 58.3 77.3
Ararat (RC) 24.3 18.9 30.6 69.9 63.5 75.6
Ballarat (C) 19.2 14.8 24.5 72.6 67.0 77.6
Banyule (C) 17.0 12.5 22.6 60.5 53.5 67.0
Bass Coast (S) 35.0 27.3 43.6 59.5 51.1 67.4
Baw Baw (S) 26.6 21.2 32.9 64.4 57.8 70.4
Bayside (C) 14.3 9.9 20.4 74.2 67.3 80.1
Benalla (RC) 33.7 26.2 42.0 60.9 52.5 68.7
Boroondara (C) 124 8.5 17.8 72.8 65.9 78.8
Brimbank (C) 38.3 32.9 441 40.0 34.5 45.8
Buloke (S) 38.5 31.2 46.3 59.9 52.1 67.2
Campaspe (S) 24.0 18.2 31.0 72.3 65.3 78.3
Cardinia (S) 29.5 24.5 35.0 556.3 49.6 60.9
Casey (C) 26.6 21.7 32.3 56.3 50.4 62.0
Central Goldfields (S) 19.2 141 25.7 76.7 70.3 82.1
Colac-Otway (S) 18.3 13.9 23.9 77.7 71.0 83.1
Corangamite (S) 22.9 17.3 29.5 74.3 67.4 80.2
Darebin (C) 26.1 20.8 32.2 53.8 47.5 60.0
East Gippsland (S) 27.7 21.6 34.8 65.3 58.5 715
Frankston (C) 19.6 14.9 25.4 63.6 56.9 69.8
Gannawarra (S) 20.4 15.2 26.6 78.3 72.0 83.5
Glen Eira (C) 20.4 15.5 26.5 57.5 50.9 63.8
Glenelg (S) 22.6 17.0 29.3 73.3 66.3 79.4
Golden Plains (S) 39.0 31.9 46.6 53.2 46.0 60.2
Greater Bendigo (C) 25.7 18.6 34.2 66.7 58.3 74.3
Greater Dandenong (C) 33.0 27.9 38.6 46.7 411 52.5
Greater Geelong (C) 27.8 21.4 35.3 61.0 53.4 68.1
Greater Shepparton (C) 22.4 15.9 30.5 72.0 63.8 79.0
Hepburn (S) 29.6 21.2 39.6 64.1 53.6 73.4
Hindmarsh (S) 31.9 251 39.6 61.6 53.2 69.4
Hobsons Bay (C) 18.7 14.6 23.7 62.6 56.3 68.4
Horsham (RC) 14.3 10.9 18.6 79.5 71.5 85.6
Hume (C) 36.6 30.9 42.6 47.6 41.8 53.4
Indigo (S) 30.1 23.3 37.9 66.9 59.1 73.8
Kingston (C) 21.2 16.0 27.6 60.6 53.9 67.0
Knox (C) 18.7 14.2 24.2 61.7 55.6 67.5
Latrobe (C) 29.4 24.2 35.3 65.0 58.9 70.6
Loddon (S) 46.3 40.0 52.7 51.1 44.6 57.5

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire;

10-year age groups. RC = Rural City.

Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding

metropolitan/rural. estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
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Table 2.70: Rating of local neighbourhood for community and support groups, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

Average, poor or very poor Good or very good
95% ClI 95% ClI
% LL UL LL
Macedon Ranges (S) 34.2 28.1 41.0 58.8 52.1 65.3
Manningham (C) 19.1 14.4 24.9 69.8 63.8 75.1
Mansfield (S) 14.8 11.2 19.3 82.1 76.1 86.8
Maribyrnong (C) 24.2 19.0 30.2 59.3 53.0 65.4
Maroondah (C) 15.7 11.4 21.2 64.8 58.2 70.9
Melbourne (C) 23.0 18.0 28.8 61.0 54.9 66.8
Melton (S) 31.1 25.9 36.9 54.6 48.7 60.3
Mildura (RC) 19.8 15.4 25.2 73.4 66.7 791
Mitchell (S) 30.3 24.5 36.9 57.1 50.1 63.8
Moira (S) 31.0 23.6 39.4 63.7 55.4 71.3
Monash (C) 23.1 17.7 29.5 58.8 52.2 65.0
Moonee Valley (C) 13.8 10.3 18.1 65.6 59.2 71.5
Moorabool (S) 30.7 25.2 36.8 61.7 55.4 67.7
Moreland (C) 26.5 21.3 32.5 53.9 47.6 60.2
Mornington Peninsula (S) 22.1 16.5 28.8 66.3 59.2 72.8
Mount Alexander (S) 23.0 16.8 30.6 73.7 66.0 80.2
Moyne (S) 32.5 25.5 40.4 64.9 57.0 72.0
Murrindindi (S) 32.3 251 40.5 60.2 51.6 68.2
Nillumbik (S) 20.4 14.8 27.5 70.6 63.5 76.8
Northern Grampians (S) 30.6 22.5 401 67.3 57.8 75.5
Port Phillip (C) 16.8 11.3 24.2 62.4 55.2 69.2
Pyrenees (S) 36.8 26.4 48.6 58.9 47.2 69.7
Queenscliffe (B) 1241 7.3 19.4 83.5 75.2 89.4
South Gippsland (S) 33.9 26.1 42.6 61.7 53.1 69.7
Southern Grampians (S) 19.5 13.6 271 75.7 68.1 81.9
Stonnington (C) 18.9 14.2 24.7 63.5 57.1 69.5
Strathbogie (S) 27.9 21.7 35.0 70.1 62.9 76.3
Surf Coast (S) 28.0 20.9 36.4 66.5 58.3 73.9
Swan Hill (RC) 39.0 32.0 46.5 57.9 50.4 64.9
Towong (S) 34.9 27.6 43.0 62.5 54.5 69.9
Wangaratta (RC) 17.6 12.8 23.7 79.5 73.3 84.5
Warrnambool (C) 13.6 9.3 19.4 83.0 771 87.6
Wellington (S) 28.8 21.8 36.9 68.4 60.3 75.5
West Wimmera (S) 31.7 26.0 38.0 66.1 59.7 71.9
Whitehorse (C) 13.5 9.8 18.4 69.4 62.8 75.3
Whittlesea (C) 31.7 26.6 37.3 47.7 41.9 53.5
Wodonga (RC) 18.0 13.0 24.4 75.6 69.1 81.2
Wyndham (C) 27.6 22.9 32.9 54.1 48.4 59.6
Yarra (C) i15:3 10.7 21.2 62.4 54.2 69.8
Yarra Ranges (S) 26.2 20.8 32.4 63.0 56.3 69.3
Yarriambiack (S) 37.5 29.5 46.2 60.6 51.9 68.6
Victoria 241 23.3 25.0 61.1 60.1 62.1
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Rating of local neighbourhood for being an active
community

Respondents were asked to rate their local neighbourhood

for being an active community where people do things and

get involved in local issues and activities. Table 2.71 shows

the rating of the local neighbourhood for being an active
community, by age group and sex. Overall 58.5 per cent of
people rated their local areas as being good or very good for
being an active community; this was significantly lower in men
(66.1 per cent) than women (60.8 per cent). A significantly higher
proportion of women and people aged 35-44 years rated their
local areas as being a good or very good active community
compared with the proportion in all Victorian women and
people, respectively. In contrast, a significantly lower proportion
of men aged 25-34 years rated their local areas as being a good
or very good active community compared with the proportion in
all Victorian men.

Table 2.71: Rating of local neighbourhood for being an active community, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Average, poor or very poor Good or very good
A G 95% ClI 95% ClI
(years) % LL UL LL
Males
18-24 37.2 32.0 42.8 52.9 47.2 58.6
25-34 39.4 34.5 44.5 49.0 43.9 54.0
35-44 28.6 25.8 31.7 60.8 57.6 63.9
45-54 30.4 27.9 33.1 59.3 56.5 62.1
55-64 32.1 29.6 34.6 60.1 57.5 62.7
65+ 31.6 29.7 33.6 56.7 54.6 58.8
Total 33.4 31.9 34.9 56.1 54.6 57.7
Females
18-24 39.9 34.7 45.4 55.8 50.4 61.1
25-34 29.2 25.9 32.7 60.3 56.5 63.9
35-44 23.8 21.8 26.0 66.4 64.1 68.7
45-54 27.9 25.9 30.0 60.9 58.6 63.1
55-64 26.8 24.9 28.8 61.8 59.7 63.9
65+ 26.2 24.7 27.8 59.6 57.8 61.3
Total 28.6 27.4 29.8 60.8 59.5 62.0
Persons
18-24 38.5 34.8 42.4 54.3 50.4 58.2
25-34 34.3 31.3 37.5 54.6 51.4 57.7
35-44 26.2 24.4 28.0 63.7 61.7 65.6
45-54 291 27.5 30.8 60.1 58.3 61.9
55-64 29.4 27.8 31.0 61.0 59.3 62.7
65+ 28.7 27.4 29.9 58.3 56.9 59.6
Total 31.0 30.0 31.9 58.5 57.5 59.5

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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Table 2.72 shows the rating of the local neighbourhood for
being an active community, by Department of Health & Human
Services region and sex. Significantly higher proportions of men
and women in rural Victoria rated their local neighbourhood as
good or very good for being an active community compared
with their metropolitan counterparts. However, there was

no difference between rural and metropolitan Victoria in

the proportions of men and women who rated their local
neighbourhood as average, poor or very poor for being an active
community.

There were significantly higher proportions of women who
rated their local neighbourhood as good or very good for
being an active community in every Department of Health &
Human Services region, with the exception of those who lived
in Barwon-South Western Region, compared with all Victorian
women. This was similar in men, with the exception of men
who lived in Gippsland Region and Barwon-South Western
Region. By contrast a significantly higher proportion of women
who lived in North & West Metropolitan Region rated their local
neighbourhood as average, poor or very poor fro being an active
community.
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Table 2.72: Rating of local neighbourhood for being an active community, by Department of Health & Human Services region
and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Average, poor or very poor Good or very good
95% Cl 95% ClI

% LL UL % LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 31.7 28.2 35.4 54.0 50.3 57.7
North & West Metropolitan 36.9 34.3 39.6 51.5 48.8 541
Southern Metropolitan 33.9 30.8 37.2 53.9 50.5 57.1
Metropolitan males 34.6 32.8 36.4 53.0 51.2 54.8
Barwon-South Western 32.6 25.9 40.0 61.2 52.7 69.1
Gippsland 35.1 30.7 39.8 62.2 57.5 66.6
Grampians 27.8 24.0 31.9 68.1 63.9 72.0
Hume 25.1 21.3 29.4 70.5 66.0 74.6
Loddon Mallee 27.4 22.8 32.5 67.7 62.4 72.6
Rural males 29.9 271 32.8 65.6 62.6 68.6
Total 33.4 31.9 34.9 56.1 54.6 57.7
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 24.3 21.5 27.3 64.4 61.2 67.5
North & West Metropolitan 33:2 31.2 35.3 52.2 50.1 54.3
Southern Metropolitan 27.5 25.1 30.0 60.4 57.7 63.1
Metropolitan females 29.2 27.8 30.6 57.8 56.3 59.3
Barwon-South Western 31.7 26.8 37.0 64.7 59.4 69.7
Gippsland 27.9 24.4 31.7 67.7 63.9 71.3
Grampians 27.6 23.9 31.7 68.2 64.1 721
Hume 21.9 19.3 24.7 75.5 72.7 78.2
Loddon Mallee 21.6 18.8 24.7 75.0 71.8 77.9
Rural females 26.7 24.7 28.7 69.7 67.6 7.7
Total 28.6 27.4 29.8 60.8 59.5 62.0
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 28.0 25.7 30.4 59.0 56.4 61.5
North & West Metropolitan 35.0 33.3 36.7 51.9 50.2 53.6
Southern Metropolitan 30.5 28.5 32.5 57.3 55.2 59.4
Metropolitan persons 31.8 30.7 33.0 55.4 54.2 56.6
Barwon-South Western 33.0 281 38.2 62.3 57.0 67.3
Gippsland 314 28.5 34.4 65.1 62.0 68.0
Grampians 27.4 24.7 30.3 68.6 65.6 71.4
Hume 23.5 211 26.0 73.1 70.5 75.6
Loddon Mallee 24.7 21.4 28.4 71.2 67.5 747
Rural persons 28.3 26.5 30.2 67.6 65.7 69.5
Total 31.0 30.0 31.9 58.5 57.5 59.5

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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Table 2.73 shows the rating of the local neighbourhood for
being an active community, by LGA. There were significantly
higher proportions of people in the LGAs of Alpine (S), Ararat
(RC), Baw Baw (S), Bayside (C), Buloke (S), Campaspe (S),
Central Goldfields (S), Colac-Otway (S), Corangamite (S), East
Gippsland (S), Gannawarra (S), Glenelg (S), Greater Bendigo
(C), Greater Shepparton (C), Hepburn (S), Horsham (RC), Indigo
(S), Macedon Ranges (S), Mansfield (S), Mildura (RC), Moira

(S), Mount Alexander (S), Moyne (S), Nillumbik (S), Northern
Grampians (S), Queenscliffe (B), South Gippsland (S), Southern
Grampians (S), Strathbogie (S), Surf Coast (S), Towong (S),
Wangaratta (RC), Warrnambool (C), West Wimmera (S),
Wodonga (RC), Yarra Ranges (S) and Yarriambiack (S) who rated
their local neighbourhoods as good or very good for being an
active community compared with all Victorian adults.

By contrast there were significantly higher proportions of

people in the LGAs of Brimbank (C), Greater Dandenong (C),
Greater Geelong (C), Hume (C), Melton (S), Monash (C) and
Whittlesea (C) who rated their local neighbourhoods as average,
poor or very poor for being an active community compared
with all Victorian adults.
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Table 2.73: Rating of local area for being an active community, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

Average, poor or very poor Good or very good
95% CI 95% CI
% LL UL LL
Alpine (S) 18.4 11.0 29.1 79.6 68.9 87.2
Ararat (RC) 24.5 18.1 32.3 72.2 64.4 78.8
Ballarat (C) 29.5 24.2 35.4 65.0 59.0 70.6
Banyule (C) 25.5 19.9 32.1 59.8 53.0 66.3
Bass Coast (S) 30.3 23.0 38.8 65.2 56.8 72.7
Baw Baw (S) 24.6 20.0 29.8 71.6 66.3 76.3
Bayside (C) 19.6 141 26.5 72.6 65.6 78.7
Benalla (RC) 32.2 23.5 42.4 66.4 56.3 75.2
Boroondara (C) 23.2 18.0 29.3 65.4 58.5 71.7
Brimbank (C) 46.7 41.0 52.5 40.0 34.5 45.7
Buloke (S) 19.0 135 26.1 80.1 73.0 85.7
Campaspe (S) 23.5 17.2 31.1 74.6 67.1 81.0
Cardinia (S) 27.6 22.8 33.0 62.8 57.1 68.2
Casey (C) 34.3 28.8 40.2 52.5 46.6 58.4
Central Goldfields (S) 24.6 185 31.8 72.5 65.3 78.7
Colac-Otway (S) 22.3 17.2 28.3 76.5 70.5 81.6
Corangamite (S) 21.0 155 27.8 76.8 69.8 82.6
Darebin (C) 31.7 26.3 37.8 55.6 49.4 61.6
East Gippsland (S) 29.0 22.7 36.3 67.4 60.1 74.0
Frankston (C) 30.4 24.8 36.6 57.3 50.8 63.6
Gannawarra (S) 19.8 14.8 26.1 79.5 73.2 84.6
Glen Eira (C) 26.1 20.8 32.2 57.2 50.7 63.5
Glenelg (S) 23.7 18.1 30.3 75.1 68.5 80.7
Golden Plains (S) 33.0 26.1 40.8 60.8 53.1 68.0
Greater Bendigo (C) 25.8 19.0 34.0 69.0 60.8 76.1
Greater Dandenong (C) 43.7 38.0 49.5 39.3 33.9 45.0
Greater Geelong (C) 40.4 33.0 48.2 53.4 45.7 61.0
Greater Shepparton (C) 27.3 20.4 35.5 71.3 63.2 78.3
Hepburn (S) 26.0 17.4 37.0 72.8 61.8 81.5
Hindmarsh (S) 34.1 26.7 42.3 62.4 53.9 70.2
Hobsons Bay (C) 33.1 27.4 39.3 53.1 46.6 59.4
Horsham (RC) 13.8 10.8 17.5 84.3 80.5 87.4
Hume (C) 45.8 40.4 514 40.6 35.2 46.2
Indigo (S) 22.5 16.4 30.1 75.0 67.4 81.3
Kingston (C) 32.9 26.7 39.8 55.9 49.2 62.4
Knox (C) 29.2 241 34.8 57.1 51.3 62.8
Latrobe (C) 35.8 30.0 42.1 60.1 53.8 66.0
Loddon (S) 35.1 27.0 44.3 63.0 53.9 71.2

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using 10-year LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.
age groups. Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.  estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.
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Table 2.73: Rating of local area for being an active community, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

Average, poor or very poor Good or very good
95% ClI 95% ClI
% LL UL LL
Macedon Ranges (S) 28.3 22.5 35.0 68.1 61.3 74.2
Manningham (C) 24.6 19.1 31.1 65.7 58.9 71.9
Mansfield (S) 10.9 8.0 14.8 88.6 84.7 91.6
Maribyrnong (C) 34.9 28.5 41.9 54.8 48.0 61.4
Maroondah (C) 31.7 25.6 38.6 50.5 43.9 57.1
Melbourne (C) 30.4 24.9 36.5 60.2 54.0 66.1
Melton (S) 37.9 32.4 43.6 49.0 43.4 54.7
Mildura (RC) 191 14.7 24.4 72.9 66.0 78.9
Mitchell (S) 26.9 21.9 32.6 63.8 57.1 70.0
Moira (S) 22.3 16.2 30.0 75.8 68.2 82.0
Monash (C) 33.9 27.8 40.5 49.8 43.4 56.2
Moonee Valley (C) 23.3 18.2 29.4 61.5 55.1 67.5
Moorabool (S) 30.6 24.8 37.0 65.0 58.5 71.0
Moreland (C) 33.9 28.2 40.1 54.6 48.2 60.8
Mornington Peninsula (S) 31.5 25.2 38.7 63.9 56.7 70.5
Mount Alexander (S) 15.9 10.8 22.9 81.5 73.8 87.3
Moyne (S) 22.4 18.0 27.4 76.1 71.0 80.5
Murrindindi (S) 32.7 24.9 41.7 65.0 56.1 72.9
Nillumbik (S) 20.7 15.2 27.4 74.8 67.8 80.6
Northern Grampians (S) 24.6 17.9 32.8 73.4 65.3 80.2
Port Phillip (C) 21.7 15.6 29.2 66.7 59.0 73.6
Pyrenees (S) 32.8 22.4 45.2 64.0 51.7 74.7
Queenscliffe (B) 7.7 4.8 12.2 88.8 83.6 92.5
South Gippsland (S) 24.0 18.6 30.5 71.9 64.8 78.0
Southern Grampians (S) 23.9 15.9 34.4 74.0 63.7 82.3
Stonnington (C) 28.3 22.8 34.6 59.8 53.3 66.0
Strathbogie (S) 21.0 16.4 26.4 77.6 72.2 82.2
Surf Coast (S) 19.4 13.5 26.9 79.3 71.9 85.2
Swan Hill (RC) 35.5 28.9 42.6 63.1 55.9 69.7
Towong (S) 26.4 19.5 34.8 72.4 64.0 79.4
Wangaratta (RC) 16.3 11.8 22.2 80.4 74.4 85.2
Warrnambool (C) 16.7 12.5 21.8 79.7 74.5 84.0
Wellington (S) 31.2 23.9 39.6 66.7 58.4 74.0
West Wimmera (S) 27.5 22.1 33.7 70.7 64.4 76.2
Whitehorse (C) 28.3 22.6 34.8 58.5 51.7 65.0
Whittlesea (C) 38.3 32.9 44.0 44.6 38.9 50.5
Wodonga (RC) 20.6 15.7 26.7 74.8 68.6 80.1
Wyndham (C) 35.4 30.3 40.9 49.9 44.4 55.4
Yarra (C) 27.0 19.9 35.6 58.9 50.9 66.4
Yarra Ranges (S) 24.6 19.4 30.6 66.1 59.7 72.0
Yarriambiack (S) 27.0 20.4 34.8 72.2 64.5 78.9
Victoria 31.0 30.0 31.9 58.5 57.5 59.5
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Rating of the local area for being a pleasant environment environment, by age group and sex. Overall, 80.5 per cent of
people rated their local area as a pleasant environment; this was
similar in men (80.4 per cent) and women (80.5 per cent). There

were no significant differences in ratings by age.

Respondents were asked to rate their local neighbourhood

for being a pleasant environment. This included taking into
consideration such features as nice streets and open spaces.
Table 2.74 shows the rating of the local area for being a pleasant

Table 2.74: Rating of local neighbourhood for being a pleasant environment, by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Average, poor or very poor

Good or very good

Fire GRS 95% ClI 95% ClI
(years) % LL UL LL

Males

18-24 20.0 16.0 24.8 79.6 74.9 83.7
25-34 20.6 17.0 24.7 79.0 74.8 82.6
35-44 19.1 16.6 21.8 80.7 77.9 83.1
45-54 17.5 15.5 19.7 81.9 79.6 83.9
55-64 19.2 17.2 21.4 80.1 77.9 82.1
65+ 17.0 15.4 18.6 81.9 80.3 83.5
Total 19.0 17.8 20.3 80.4 79.2 81.6
Females

18-24 19.3 15.5 23.9 80.2 75.6 84.1
25-34 18.2 15.5 21.3 80.7 77.6 83.5
35-44 17.7 16.0 19.6 81.8 79.9 83.5
45-54 20.0 18.3 21.9 78.9 771 80.7
55-64 18.2 16.6 19.9 80.5 78.8 82.2
65+ 16.9 15.6 18.3 81.9 80.5 83.2
Total 18.6 17.6 19.6 80.5 79.4 81.5
Persons

18-24 19.7 16.8 22.9 79.9 76.7 82.8
25-34 194 174 22.0 79.8 77.3 82.2
35-44 18.4 16.9 20.0 81.2 79.6 82.7
45-54 18.8 17.4 20.2 80.4 78.9 81.7
55-64 18.7 17.4 20.1 80.3 78.9 81.6
65+ 17.0 16.0 18.0 81.9 80.9 82.9
Total 18.8 18.0 19.6 80.5 79.7 81.3

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Table 2.75 shows the rating of the local area for being a pleasant
environment, by Department of Health & Human Services

region and sex. While there were no significant differences
between women in rural compared with metropolitan Victoria,

a significantly higher proportion of men in rural compared with
metropolitan Victoria rated their local neighbourhood as being a
pleasant environment.

There were significantly higher proportions of men who rated
their local neighbourhood as a pleasant environment in Barwon-
South Western Region and Grampians Region compared with
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all Victorian men. There were significantly higher proportions
of women who rated their local neighbourhood as a pleasant
environment in Eastern Metropolitan Region and Southern
Metropolitan Region compared with all Victorian women.

By contrast there were significantly higher proportions of men
and women in North & West Metropolitan Region who rated
their local neighbourhood as average, poor or very poor in being
a pleasant environment compared with all Victorian men and
women, respectively.



Table 2.75: Rating of local neighbourhood for being a pleasant environment, by Department of Health & Human Services
region and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Average, poor or very poor Good or very good
95% ClI 95% ClI

% LL UL % LL UL
Males
Eastern Metropolitan 15.7 12.9 18.9 83.7 80.5 86.5
North & West Metropolitan 24.9 22.6 27.3 74.5 72.1 76.8
Southern Metropolitan 17.5 15.2 20.1 82.3 79.7 84.6
Metropolitan males 20.2 18.7 21.7 79.4 77.9 80.9
Barwon-South Western 10.4 8.1 13.2 88.7 85.8 91.0
Gippsland 19.3 15.8 23.3 80.2 76.2 83.7
Grampians 13.8 11.6 16.4 85.1 82.5 87.4
Hume 17.6 14.5 21.3 81.4 77.8 84.6
Loddon Mallee 16.3 13.3 19.8 83.0 79.5 86.1
Rural males 14.9 13.5 16.4 84.3 82.7 85.7
Total 19.0 17.8 20.3 80.4 79.2 81.6
Females
Eastern Metropolitan 12.8 10.8 151 86.7 84.4 88.7
North & West Metropolitan 25.9 24.1 27.8 731 71.2 74.9
Southern Metropolitan 14.9 13.1 16.9 84.0 81.9 85.9
Metropolitan females 19.0 17.9 20.2 80.1 78.9 81.2
Barwon-South Western 16.4 12.4 21.2 82.7 77.9 86.7
Gippsland 21.2 17.9 25.0 78.3 74.5 81.6
Grampians 15.4 12.3 19.1 82.9 79.1 86.1
Hume 16.0 13.7 18.6 82.8 80.1 85.2
Loddon Mallee 17.5 13.9 21.7 81.8 77.6 85.4
Rural females 17.5 15.7 19.3 81.6 79.7 83.3
Total 18.6 17.6 19.6 80.5 79.4 81.5
Persons
Eastern Metropolitan 14.5 12.7 16.5 85.0 82.9 86.8
North & West Metropolitan 25.4 24.0 26.9 73.8 72.2 75.2
Southern Metropolitan 16.1 14.6 17.7 83.2 81.6 84.7
Metropolitan persons 19.6 18.6 20.5 79.8 78.8 80.7
Barwon-South Western 13.6 11.0 16.7 85.5 82.4 88.1
Gippsland 20.4 17.9 23.2 791 76.2 81.6
Grampians 14.3 124 16.5 84.3 82.1 86.3
Hume 16.9 14.9 191 82.0 79.7 84.0
Loddon Mallee 171 14.4 20.0 82.2 79.3 84.9
Rural persons 16.2 15.0 17.5 82.9 81.6 84.1
Total 18.8 18.0 19.6 80.5 79.7 81.3

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
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Table 2.76 shows the rating of the local neighbourhood for
being a pleasant environment, by LGA. Significantly higher
proportions of people in the LGAs of Alpine (S), Banyule (C),
Bayside (C), Benalla (RC), Boroondara (C), Central Goldfields
(S), Corangamite (S), Glen Eira (C), Horsham (RC), Indigo
(8), Kingston (C), Manningham (C), Mansfield (S), Northern
Grampians (S), Port Phillip (C), Queenscliffe (B), Stonnington
(C), Surf Coast (S), Wangaratta (RC), Warrnambool (C) and
Whitehorse (C) rated their local area as being a pleasant
environment compared with all Victorian adults.

By contrast there were significantly higher proportions people

in the LGAs of Brimbank (C), Darebin (C), Greater Dandenong
(C), Hume (C), Latrobe (C), Loddon (S), Maribyrnong (C), Melton
(S), Mitchell (S), Moreland (C), Swan Hill (RC) Whittlesea (C) and
Wyndham (C) who rated their local area as being average, poor
or very poor for being a pleasant environment compared with all
Victorian adults.
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Table 2.76: Rating of local neighbourhood for being a pleasant environment, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

Average, poor or very poor Good or very good
95% CI 95% CI
% LL UL LL
Alpine (S) 4.0 2.6 6.1 95.6 93.5 97.1
Ararat (RC) 20.4 14.2 28.4 77.4 69.3 83.8
Ballarat (C) 13.7 9.9 18.6 85.2 80.2 89.1
Banyule (C) 10.3 7.0 14.8 89.2 84.6 92.5
Bass Coast (S) 21.9 15.7 29.7 77.8 70.0 84.0
Baw Baw (S) 18.3 13.8 23.8 80.5 74.9 85.0
Bayside (C) 5.3* 2.6 10.7 94.2 89.0 97.0
Benalla (RC) 10.7 7.8 14.6 88.3 84.3 91.3
Boroondara (C) 4.9* 2.9 8.0 94.7 91.6 96.7
Brimbank (C) 37.1 31.9 42.6 62.0 56.5 67.3
Buloke (S) 19.0 13.7 25.8 80.6 73.9 85.9
Campaspe (S) 20.7 14.6 28.4 78.9 71.2 85.0
Cardinia (S) 20.4 16.2 25.2 79.0 741 83.2
Casey (C) 19.4 14.9 24.7 79.5 741 84.0
Central Goldfields (S) 12.8 9.3 17.2 86.8 82.3 90.2
Colac-Otway (S) 14.3 9.6 20.8 84.1 77.5 89.0
Corangamite (S) 9.0 5.9 13.5 89.3 84.7 92.6
Darebin (C) 24.7 20.0 30.1 74.7 69.3 79.4
East Gippsland (S) 18.6 13.3 25.4 81.0 74.2 86.3
Frankston (C) 19.2 151 241 80.7 75.8 84.8
Gannawarra (S) 1r.7 1.7 26.1 81.0 72.8 87.2
Glen Eira (C) 12.3 8.9 16.7 87.4 83.0 90.8
Glenelg (S) 14.2 10.5 18.8 84.7 80.0 88.4
Golden Plains (S) 12.7 9.6 16.6 84.3 80.2 87.7
Greater Bendigo (C) 16.0 10.5 23.4 83.2 75.7 88.7
Greater Dandenong (C) 37.2 31.9 42.9 62.0 56.3 67.3
Greater Geelong (C) 15.4 11.6 20.2 83.8 79.0 87.7
Greater Shepparton (C) 17.8 13.0 23.9 80.1 73.7 85.3
Hepburn (S) 16.4 11.9 221 83.0 77.2 87.5
Hindmarsh (S) 23.4 17.6 30.5 75.1 68.0 81.0
Hobsons Bay (C) 19.2 15.0 24.3 80.3 75.3 84.6
Horsham (RC) 10.5 7.7 141 87.7 83.6 90.9
Hume (C) 29.7 24.9 35.1 68.5 63.1 73.4
Indigo (S) 9.6 6.1 14.8 89.2 84.0 92.8
Kingston (C) 13.0 9.2 18.2 86.7 81.5 90.6
Knox (C) 17.6 13.3 22.9 82.1 76.8 86.4
Latrobe (C) 25.3 20.0 31.5 74.4 68.2 79.8
Loddon (S) 26.8 19.5 35.7 71.6 62.7 79.1
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using 10-year Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
age groups. estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural. ~ * Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent
LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval. and should be interpreted with caution.

LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.
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Table 2.76: Rating of local neighbourhood for being a pleasant environment, by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

Average, poor or very poor Good or very good
95% ClI 95% ClI
% LL UL LL
Macedon Ranges (S) 16.0 11.3 22.1 83.3 77.2 88.0
Manningham (C) 6.8* 3.8 11.8 92.8 87.8 95.9
Mansfield (S) 7.3 4.6 11.2 92.0 88.0 94.7
Maribyrnong (C) 37.4 30.9 44.5 62.0 55.0 68.6
Maroondah (C) 20.1 15.0 26.3 79.4 73.2 84.5
Melbourne (C) 14.2 10.5 18.8 85.6 81.0 89.3
Melton (S) 28.7 24.0 34.0 70.4 65.2 75.2
Mildura (RC) 13.6 9.6 18.7 86.3 81.1 90.2
Mitchell (S) 31.1 25.0 37.9 68.1 61.2 74.2
Moira (S) 23.0 16.8 30.6 76.1 68.5 82.3
Monash (C) 21.4 16.2 27.8 76.9 70.4 82.3
Moonee Valley (C) 15.1 10.5 21.1 84.7 78.6 89.3
Moorabool (S) 15.7 12.4 19.6 83.0 79.0 86.3
Moreland (C) 32.3 26.5 38.6 67.0 60.7 72.7
Mornington Peninsula (S) 12.2 8.3 17.8 86.9 81.3 91.0
Mount Alexander (S) 13.4 9.7 18.2 86.0 81.1 89.7
Moyne (S) 13.6 10.0 18.2 85.0 80.3 88.7
Murrindindi (S) 19.0 12.8 27.2 79.0 70.8 85.3
Nillumbik (S) 10.2* 6.2 16.4 87.6 80.9 92.2
Northern Grampians (S) 9.3 59 14.4 89.7 84.7 93.3
Port Phillip (C) 9.0 6.1 13.1 89.7 84.6 93.2
Pyrenees (S) 12.8 8.2 19.5 86.0 79.2 90.7
Queenscliffe (B) 5.7* 2.5 12.4 94.2 87.6 97.4
South Gippsland (S) 12.8 8.8 18.2 86.7 81.3 90.7
Southern Grampians (S) 11.2 7.0 17.3 86.9 80.7 91.3
Stonnington (C) 7.3* 4.4 11.9 92.6 88.0 95.6
Strathbogie (S) 17.0 11.3 24.9 81.7 73.9 87.6
Surf Coast (S) 8.3* 4.8 14.2 90.9 85.1 94.6
Swan Hill (RC) 27.4 21.5 34.3 71.2 64.3 77.3
Towong (S) 10.1 71 14.2 87.2 81.0 91.6
Wangaratta (RC) 8.8 6.0 12.8 90.4 86.4 93.4
Warrnambool (C) 7.7 4.9 1.7 92.3 88.3 95.1
Wellington (S) 18.7 12.4 27.1 80.9 72.5 87.2
West Wimmera (S) 156.5 111 21.3 83.1 77.2 87.7
Whitehorse (C) 10.3 7.2 14.5 89.7 85.5 92.8
Whittlesea (C) 26.3 21.4 31.9 73.4 67.9 78.3
Wodonga (RC) 14.4 9.6 21.0 85.5 78.9 90.3
Wyndham (C) 32.6 27.6 38.0 66.2 60.7 71.2
Yarra (C) 18.9 14.4 24.3 80.0 74.6 84.6
Yarra Ranges (S) 18.7 14.4 23.9 81.2 76.1 85.5
Yarriambiack (S) 21.8 16.2 28.5 76.7 70.0 82.3
Victoria 18.7 17.9 19.4 80.6 79.8 81.4
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The relationships, if any, between SES and ratings of local
neighbourhoods were investigated, using total annual household
income as a measure of SES. Figure 2.29 shows there was a
strong socioeconomic gradient — the higher the total annual
household income, the lower the proportions of men and
women who rated their local neighbourhood as poor or very
poor, irrespective of the criterion of assessment. Therefore
negative ratings of the local neighbourhood were strongly related
to disadvantage.

Figure 2.29: Rating of local area as poor or very poor, by total annual household income, Victoria, 2011-12

16
@ Recreations and leisure facilities
@ Other facilities; shops, schools, childcare
14 — @ Opportunities to volunteer
Range of community and support groups
1o Active community
Pleasant environment
10 —
5 )
X 4 e
0 8 Tl
(22 Tl
8 o i
° 6 -4 (] Teee il
@ Temeeell By S
a T 0 -
@ T TRl
e “»::::::::\,
¢ ~‘..-“Nh.":::-:::.\:‘33_:: ~~~~~ f
e -::;:;Etn-v
2 —
0

I I I I I 1
Less than $20,000 $20,000-39,999  $40,000-59,999  $60,000-79,999  $80,000-99,999  $100,000 or more

Total annual household income

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.
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Actively involved in children’s school

Respondents were asked if they had children at primary or significantly higher proportion of women who were actively
secondary school. If they did, they were subsequently asked involved in their children’s school activities (15.6 per cent)
if they were actively involved with activities at their children’s compared with their male counterparts (13.1 per cent).
school. Of people in Victoria who had school-aged children Younger parents aged 25-34 years (41.2 per cent) were
(data not shown), 49.0 per cent were actively involved with more likely to be actively involved in their children’s school
their children’s school; this was similar in men (49.3 per cent) activities than older parents (24.7 per cent).

and women (45.3 per cent).

Table 2.77 shows the data for men and women who were
actively involved with their children’s school as a proportion of
the total population, by age group and sex. There was a

Table 2.77: Actively involved in children’s school,? by age group and sex, Victoria, 2011-12

Males Females Persons

A EE 95% Cl 95% Cl 95% Cl

(years) LL UL LL UL LL UL
18-04 - o o - o . - . .
25-34 6.7 4.7 9.4 15.8 13.5 18.5 11.2 9.6 13.1
35-44 35.2 32.2 38.3 47.0 44.6 49.4 41.2 39.2 43.1
45-54 26.3 23.9 28.8 23.2 21.4 25.2 24.7 23.3 26.3
55-64 5.1 41 6.4 1.4 0.9 2.0 3.2 2.6 3.9
65+ 0.9* 0.5 1.5 b > ** 0.5 0.3 0.8
Total 131 12.3 14.0 15.6 14.9 16.3 14.4 13.8 14.9

a. As a proportion of the total population; including people who did not have school-aged children.

Data are age-specific estimates, except for “Total’, which represent the estimates for Victoria and have been age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian
population.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
* Estimate has a relative standard error (RSE) of between 25 and 50 per cent and should be interpreted with caution.

** Estimate has a RSE greater than 50 per cent and is not reported as it is unreliable for general use.

Note that estimates may not add to 100 per cent due to a proportion of ‘don’t know’ or ‘refused’ responses, not reported here.

Table 2.78 shows the data for men and women who were
actively involved with their children’s school as a proportion

of the total population, by Department of Health & Human
Services region and sex. Overall, there were significantly

higher proportions of women who were actively involved in
their children’s school in both rural and metropolitan Victoria
compared with their male counterparts. While there were

no significant differences in the proportions of men in rural
compared with metropolitan Victoria who were actively involved
in their children’s school, there was a significantly higher
proportion of women in rural Victoria who were actively involved
in their children’s school compared with their metropolitan
counterparts.

The only significant difference in the proportion of adults who
were actively involved in their children’s school by Department

of Health & Human Services region was in women who lived

in North & West Metropolitan Region, where there was a
significantly lower proportion compared with all Victorian women.
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Table 2.78: Actively involved in children’s school,? by Department of Health & Human Services region and sex,
Victoria, 2011-12

Yes No
95% ClI 95% CI
LL

Males

Eastern Metropolitan 13.9 12.0 16.2 86.1 83.8 88.0
North & West Metropolitan 12.6 111 14.3 87.4 85.7 88.8
Southern Metropolitan 12.8 11.2 14.6 87.2 85.4 88.8
Metropolitan males 13.0 12.0 141 87.0 85.9 88.0
Barwon-South Western 13.7 10.8 17.2 86.3 82.8 89.2
Gippsland 14.6 11.9 17.7 85.2 82.1 87.9
Grampians 14.9 12.3 18.0 85.1 82.0 87.7
Hume 12.2 10.3 14.3 87.8 85.7 89.7
Loddon Mallee 14.4 1.9 17.2 85.6 82.8 88.1
Rural males 14.0 12.7 15.4 86.0 84.6 87.3
Total 1341 12.3 14.0 86.9 86.0 87.7
Females

Eastern Metropolitan 17.1 15.2 19.2 82.9 80.8 84.8
North & West Metropolitan 13.6 12.5 14.8 86.4 85.2 87.5
Southern Metropolitan 16.2 14.7 17.8 83.8 82.2 85.3
Metropolitan females 15.3 14.5 16.1 84.7 83.8 85.5
Barwon-South Western 15.5 13.1 18.3 84.5 81.7 86.9
Gippsland 18.1 15.7 20.8 81.9 79.2 84.3
Grampians 17.5 15.0 20.3 82.5 79.6 85.0
Hume 17.2 15.5 19.1 82.8 80.9 84.5
Loddon Mallee 18.1 15.9 20.6 81.7 79.3 83.9
Rural females 17.2 16.1 18.3 82.8 81.6 83.9
Total 15.6 14.9 16.3 84.4 83.7 85.1
Persons

Eastern Metropolitan 15.4 141 16.8 84.6 83.2 85.9
North & West Metropolitan 13.1 12.2 14.1 86.9 85.9 87.8
Southern Metropolitan 14.5 138.3 15.7 85.5 84.3 86.7
Metropolitan persons 141 13.5 14.8 85.9 85.2 86.5
Barwon-South Western 14.5 12.5 16.7 85.5 83.3 87.5
Gippsland 16.4 14.5 18.4 83.5 81.5 85.4
Grampians 16.2 14.3 18.3 83.8 81.7 85.6
Hume 14.7 13.3 16.2 85.3 83.8 86.6
Loddon Mallee 16.5 14.6 18.5 83.4 81.4 85.2
Rural persons 15.6 14.7 16.5 84.4 83.5 85.3
Total 14.4 13.8 14.9 85.6 85.1 86.2

a. As a proportion of the total population; including people who did not have school-aged children.

Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.

Metropolitan and rural regions are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.

LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
Note that estimates may not add to 100 per cent due to a proportion of ‘don’t know’ or ‘refused’ responses, not reported here.
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Table 2.79 shows the data for men and women who were
actively involved with their children’s school as a proportion of
the total population, by LGA. There were significantly higher
proportions of people in the LGAs of Bayside (C), Boroondara
(C), Buloke (S), Campaspe (S), Colac-Otway (S), Corangamite
(S), Gannawarra (S), Glenelg (S), Nillumbik (S), Towong (S), West
Wimmera (S) and Yarriambiack (S) who were actively involved
with their children’s school compared with all Victorian adults.
By contrast there was a significantly lower proportion of people
in the LGA of Yarra (C) who were actively involved with their
children’s school compared with all Victorian adults.
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Table 2.79: Actively involved in children’s school,? by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12

Yes No

95% CI 95% ClI

LL LL
Alpine (S) 15.4 11.6 20.0 84.6 80.0 88.4
Ararat (RC) 15.7 12.1 20.3 84.3 79.7 87.9
Ballarat (C) 16.3 12.8 20.4 83.7 79.6 87.2
Banyule (C) 14.2 11.2 17.8 85.8 82.2 88.8
Bass Coast (S) 17.6 13.1 23.2 82.4 76.8 86.9
Baw Baw (S) 16.8 13.0 21.5 83.2 78.5 87.0
Bayside (C) 19.1 15.1 23.9 80.9 76.1 84.9
Benalla (RC) 17.8 13.5 23.1 82.2 76.9 86.5
Boroondara (C) 19.0 15.2 23.5 81.0 76.5 84.8
Brimbank (C) 13.9 10.6 18.1 86.1 81.9 89.4
Buloke (S) 22.0 17.5 27.2 78.0 72.8 82.5
Campaspe (S) 22.7 17.6 28.9 77.3 71.1 82.4
Cardinia (S) 14.8 11.5 18.8 85.2 81.2 88.5
Casey (C) 14.9 11.8 18.6 85.1 81.4 88.2
Central Goldfields (S) 13.4 9.7 18.2 85.9 81.0 89.7
Colac-Otway (S) 20.5 16.0 26.0 79.5 74.0 84.0
Corangamite (S) 18.9 15.1 23.3 81.1 76.7 84.9
Darebin (C) 17.6 14.3 21.5 82.2 78.2 85.5
East Gippsland (S) 17.7 13.5 22.8 81.6 76.5 85.8
Frankston (C) 11.1 8.1 14.9 88.9 85.1 91.9
Gannawarra (S) 20.4 15.7 26.2 79.6 73.8 84.3
Glen Eira (C) 15.9 12.9 19.5 84.1 80.5 87.1
Glenelg (S) 18.5 14.8 22.8 81.5 77.2 85.2
Golden Plains (S) 13.4 10.3 171 86.6 82.9 89.7
Greater Bendigo (C) 14.3 10.4 19.3 85.7 80.7 89.6
Greater Dandenong (C) 12.6 9.1 17.2 87.4 82.8 90.9
Greater Geelong (C) 12.0 9.1 15.8 88.0 84.2 90.9
Greater Shepparton (C) 13.1 9.8 17.3 86.9 82.7 90.2
Hepburn (S) 11.9 8.6 16.2 88.1 83.8 91.4
Hindmarsh (S) 17.5 141 21.5 82.5 78.5 85.9
Hobsons Bay (C) 10.6 7.9 141 89.3 85.8 92.0
Horsham (RC) 14.1 10.7 18.5 85.6 81.2 89.1
Hume (C) 14.9 10.6 20.7 85.1 79.3 89.4
Indigo (S) 18.3 14.3 23.2 81.7 76.8 85.7
Kingston (C) 13.4 10.3 17.2 86.6 82.8 89.7
Knox (C) 121 8.9 16.3 87.9 83.7 91.1
Latrobe (C) 15.4 11.6 20.1 84.6 79.9 88.4
Loddon (S) 18.2 141 23.0 81.8 77.0 85.9

a. As a proportion of the total population; including people who did not have LL/UL 95% CI = lower/upper limit of 95 per cent confidence interval.

school-aged children. LGA= Local government area; B = Borough; C = City; S = Shire; RC = Rural City.
Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population, using 10-year
age groups.

Estimates that are (statistically) significantly different to the corresponding
estimate for Victoria are identified by colour as follows: above/below Victoria.
Metropolitan and rural LGAs are identified by colour as follows: metropolitan/rural.
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Table 2.79: Actively involved in children’s school,? by LGA, Victoria, 2011-12 (continued)

Yes \[o]

95% Cl 95% ClI

LL LL
Macedon Ranges (S) 13.2 10.1 171 86.8 82.9 89.9
Manningham (C) 16.8 13.2 21.1 83.2 78.9 86.8
Mansfield (S) 16.1 12.3 20.8 83.9 79.2 87.7
Maribyrnong (C) 10.4 7.8 13.8 89.6 86.2 92.2
Maroondah (C) 12.1 9.0 16.1 87.9 83.9 91.0
Melbourne (C) 10.4 7.6 14.2 89.6 85.8 92.4
Melton (S) 13.9 11.0 17.4 86.1 82.6 89.0
Mildura (RC) 16.7 12.9 214 82.8 781 86.7
Mitchell (S) 11.5 8.4 15.4 88.5 84.6 91.6
Moira (S) 16.8 12.7 22.0 83.2 78.0 87.3
Monash (C) 13.0 10.3 16.3 87.0 83.7 89.7
Moonee Valley (C) 11.9 9.4 15.0 88.1 85.0 90.6
Moorabool (S) 17.5 13.1 22.8 82.5 77.2 86.9
Moreland (C) 11.0 8.6 14.0 89.0 86.0 91.4
Mornington Peninsula (S) 16.0 12.4 20.5 84.0 79.5 87.6
Mount Alexander (S) 15.4 11.3 20.7 84.6 79.3 88.7
Moyne (S) 18.1 13.8 23.2 81.9 76.8 86.2
Murrindindi (S) 17.6 12.8 23.7 82.4 76.3 87.2
Nillumbik (S) 18.3 14.8 22.5 81.7 77.5 85.2
Northern Grampians (S) 14.2 10.6 18.6 85.8 81.4 89.4
Port Phillip (C) 12.8 9.8 16.5 87.2 83.5 90.2
Pyrenees (S) 20.0 14.6 26.8 80.0 73.2 85.4
Queenscliffe (B) 12.5 9.0 171 87.0 82.4 90.5
South Gippsland (S) 12.4 8.9 17.0 87.6 83.0 91.1
Southern Grampians (S) 16.7 13.1 21.1 83.3 78.9 86.9
Stonnington (C) 14.6 11.7 18.1 85.4 81.9 88.3
Strathbogie (S) 15.9 11.6 21.5 83.9 78.3 88.2
Surf Coast (S) 18.2 14.0 23.3 81.8 76.7 86.0
Swan Hill (RC) 18.1 13.7 23.5 81.9 76.5 86.3
Towong (S) 19.5 15.6 24.0 80.5 76.0 84.4
Wangaratta (RC) 12.8 9.9 16.4 87.2 83.6 90.1
Warrnambool (C) 13.9 10.8 17.8 86.1 82.2 89.2
Wellington (S) 17.3 13.0 22.7 82.7 77.3 87.0
West Wimmera (S) 22.1 18.1 26.7 77.9 73.3 81.9
Whitehorse (C) 16.9 13.8 20.6 83.1 79.4 86.2
Whittlesea (C) 12.2 9.3 15.8 87.8 84.2 90.7
Wodonga (RC) 14.6 11.2 18.7 85.4 81.3 88.8
Wyndham (C) 12.2 9.4 15.7 87.7 84.2 90.5
Yarra (C) 9.1 6.7 12.3 90.9 87.7 93.3
Yarra Ranges (S) 17.7 13.8 22.3 82.3 7.7 86.2
Yarriambiack (S) 19.5 15.8 23.8 80.5 76.2 84.2
Victoria 14.2 13.6 14.7 85.8 85.2 86.3
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The relationship between SES and being actively involved in a
child’s school was investigated, using total annual household
income as a measure of SES. Figure 2.30 shows there was a
strong socioeconomic gradient for men, but not women, where
the higher the total annual household income, the higher the
proportion of men who were actively involved in their children’s
school. By contrast there was no socioeconomic gradient

for women; low SES women were just as likely to be actively
involved in their children’s school as high SES women.

Figure 2.30: Proportion of men and women who were actively involved in their children’s school, by total annual
household income, Victoria, 2011-12
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Data were age-standardised to the 2011 Victorian population.
Ordinary least squares linear regression was used to test for statistical significance.
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