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	Victorian Meningococcal B Vaccination Program

	Information for parents and guardians 


Program overview
In 2027, the Victorian Government will provide free meningococcal B (MenB) vaccine to eligible Year 10 students.
The program will be delivered primarily through the Secondary School Immunisation Program by nurse immunisers employed or contracted by local council immunisation services. Year 10 students who miss free vaccination at school can receive catch-up doses through local council community immunisation clinics and participating GPs, Aboriginal Health Services and community pharmacies.
Victorian MenB Vaccination Program
The following adolescents are eligible for free MenB vaccine in 2027:
· students enrolled in Year 10
· adolescents of an equivalent age (15 to 16 years) who are engaged in alternative education settings
· eligible students who miss a dose at school and require vaccination through a participating community provider.
The program is available to all Year 10 students, regardless of Medicare eligibility.
How many doses of vaccine are needed?
Year 10 students will be offered 
· two doses of MenB vaccine (Bexsero®), given at least 8 weeks apart
Bexsero® is given as an intramuscular injection, into the muscle of the upper arm.
What if my child has previously received MenB vaccine?
If your child received one or more doses of MenB vaccine (Bexsero® or Trumenba®) before they turned 14 years, they will still be offered 2 doses of Bexsero® through the Victorian MenB Vaccination Program.
This helps provide the best protection during adolescence when the risk of meningococcal disease is higher.
Be sure to talk to the immunisation provider about any MenB vaccines your child has previously received.
Is Bexsero® vaccine safe? 
Yes. Vaccines used in Australia are assessed by the Therapeutic Goods Administration for safety, quality, and effectiveness before they can be supplied.
Bexsero® can be given at the same visit as other routine vaccines, including meningococcal ACWY vaccine. 
Can MenB vaccine be given in pregnancy? 
Bexsero® is not routinely recommended during pregnancy. If your child is, or may be, pregnant, they should discuss this with the immunisation provider before vaccination.
What are the benefits of getting the MenB vaccine? 
Meningococcal disease is a rare but serious infection caused by meningococcal bacteria. It can result in 
significant illness, disability, and death. 
The MenB vaccine helps protect against disease caused by the MenB strain which is the most common cause of this disease in Australia. 
The MenB vaccine has also been shown to offer some protection against gonorrhoea, a sexually transmitted infection, in adolescents and young adults. This is likely because the bacteria that cause meningococcal B disease and gonorrhoea are closely related.
What if my child is absent on vaccination day? 
If your child misses their MenB vaccination at school, catch-up vaccination will be available through local council community immunisation clinics and participating GPs, Aboriginal Health Services and community pharmacies.
The MenB vaccine is free for Year 10 students. When attending a catch-up appointment, parents and guardians should bring evidence of their child’s Year 10 enrolment, such as a student card.
Some providers may charge a consultation or administration fee, so check whether any fees apply when making the appointment.
What reactions can occur after vaccination?
Common reactions following Bexsero® in adolescents include:
· sore, red or swollen arm where the needle was given
· headache
· temperature
· sore muscles 
· generally feeling unwell. 
If you are concerned, contact your doctor or immunisation provider. You can also report suspected or  unexpected side effects to SAEFVIC, Victoria’s vaccine safety service. 
Are MenB vaccinations reported to the AIR? 
All MenB vaccinations will be reported to the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR). This helps keep your child's vaccination history complete.
An immunisation history statement can be accessed from either the individual’s Medicare online account or through myGov.
Further information
· Better Health Channel 2026. Meningococcal disease. Victorian Government. <https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/meningococcal-disease>
· National Centre for Immunisation Research and Surveillance. 2026. Sharing Knowledge About Immunisation (SKAI) Adolescent vaccination. <https://skai.org.au/adolescent>
· Australian Centre for Disease Control. 2026. Invasive meningococcal disease. Australian Government. <https://www.cdc.gov.au/diseases/invasive-meningococcal-disease>
· SAEFVIC (Surveillance of Adverse Events Following Vaccination in the Community). 2026. Reporting adverse events following immunisation in Victoria. SAEFVIC <https://www.safevac.org.au/Home/Info/VIC>
· Victorian Department of Health 2026. Secondary School Immunisation Program. Better Health Channel. Victorian Government. <https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/immunisation-in-secondary-schools>
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