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	Victorian Meningococcal B Vaccination Program

	Provider information sheet


Program overview
In 2027, the Victorian Government will provide free meningococcal B (MenB) vaccine to eligible Year 10 students.
The program will be delivered primarily through the Secondary School Immunisation Program by authorised nurse immunisers employed or contracted by local council immunisation services. Year 10 students who miss free vaccination at school can receive missed or catch-up doses through local council community immunisation clinics and participating GPs, Aboriginal Health Services and community pharmacies.
Victorian MenB Vaccination Program
The following adolescents are eligible for free MenB vaccine in 2027:
· students enrolled in Year 10
· adolescents of an equivalent age (15 to 16 years) who are engaged in alternative education settings
· eligible students who miss a dose at school and require vaccination through a participating community provider.
The program is available to all Year 10 students, regardless of Medicare eligibility.
Vaccine and schedule
The vaccine used for the program is Bexsero®, a recombinant multicomponent meningococcal B vaccine. 
For Year 10 students:
· offer two doses of Bexsero®
· use a minimum interval of 8 weeks between doses.
Previous MenB vaccination 
Check the Year 10 student’s vaccination history on the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) and ask about any MenB vaccine doses that may not have been reported to the AIR. 
· Healthy adolescents who received one or more doses of MenB vaccine (Bexsero® or Trumenba®) before 14 years of age should still be offered 2 doses of Bexsero® through the Victorian MenB Vaccination Program. This provides optimal protection during adolescence, when the risk of meningococcal disease increases. 
· Healthy adolescents who have received one dose of MenB vaccine at 14 years of age or older are eligible to receive one further dose of Bexsero®. 
· Allow a minimum interval of 8 weeks between any previous MenB vaccine dose and a dose given through the Victorian MenB Vaccination Program.
What are the benefits of getting the MenB vaccine?
Meningococcal disease is a rare but serious infection caused by meningococcal bacteria. It can result in 
significant illness, disability and death. 
The MenB vaccine helps protect against disease caused by the MenB strain which is the most common cause of this disease in Australia. 
The MenB vaccine has also been shown to offer some protection against gonorrhoea, a sexually transmitted infection, in adolescents and young adults. This is likely because the bacteria that cause meningococcal B disease and gonorrhoea are closely related.
Administration
Bexsero® is supplied as a suspension for injection in a Type I glass pre-filled syringe. A fine off-white deposit may form in the syringe after storage. 
· Shake the vaccine well before use to form a homogeneous suspension. 
· Each dose is 0.5 mL and is administered by intramuscular injection, into the deltoid muscle.
Bexsero® can be administered at the same visit as other vaccines, including meningococcal ACWY vaccine.
When administering more than one vaccine:
· never mix separate vaccines in the same syringe
· use separate injection sites 
· if two injections are given in the same limb, separate the injection sites by at least 2.5 cm
· record the vaccine and injection site accurately.
Can the MenB vaccine be given in pregnancy? 
Bexsero® vaccine is not routinely recommended during pregnancy or breastfeeding. Assessing for pregnancy should be a routine question during pre-assessment screening. 
Pre-vaccination assessment
Before vaccination:
· confirm eligibility and completed consent
· check the Australian Immunisation Register and any other available records
· screen for contraindications and precautions
· check for previous MenB vaccination 
· ask about pregnancy where clinically appropriate
· ensure the Year 10 student is well enough to be vaccinated
· discuss common expected reactions and post-vaccination care.
Expected reactions and adverse events
Common reactions following Bexsero® in adolescents include:
· sore, red or swollen arm where the needle was given
· headache
· temperature
· sore muscles 
· generally feeling unwell.
Observe vaccine recipients for at least 15 minutes after vaccination. Manage suspected anaphylaxis in accordance with the Australian Immunisation Handbook. Report all adverse events following immunisation to SAEFVIC[footnoteRef:1], including significant or unexpected events and any event that causes concern. [1:  SAEFVIC (Surveillance of Adverse Events Following Vaccination in the Community). 2026. Reporting adverse events following immunisation in Victoria. SAEFVIC <https://www.safevac.org.au/Home/Info/VIC>] 

Ordering and storage of MenB vaccine 
Bexsero® will be available to order through Onelink online; check the vaccine ordering template for further information.  
Bexsero® must be stored and managed in accordance with cold chain requirements in the National Vaccine Storage Guidelines: Strive for 5.
What is funded under the Victorian MenB Vaccination Program?
The Victorian Government will provide free MenB vaccine to Year 10 students, primarily through the Secondary School Immunisation Program.
Catch-up vaccination will also be available through local council community immunisation clinics and participating GPs, Aboriginal Health Services and community pharmacies. Parents and guardians should bring evidence of their child’s Year 10 enrolment to the appointment (e.g. student card).
The vaccine is provided free of charge; however, providers may charge a consultation or administration fee at their discretion. Providers should ensure patients and families are aware of any applicable fees before vaccination.
Australian Immunisation Register 
Providers must report all MenB vaccinations to the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR). 
Recording vaccinations on the AIR provides individuals with a complete vaccination record and supports monitoring of vaccine uptake, coverage and evaluation of the Victorian MenB Vaccination Program.
National Immunisation Program 
MenB vaccine is also funded under the National Immunisation Program for specified groups.
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged under 2 years
· People with specified medical risk conditions that increase their risk of invasive meningococcal disease. These conditions include:
· complement deficiency or treatment with a complement inhibitor
· functional or anatomical asplenia.
Refer to the Australian Immunisation Handbook and National Immunisation Program schedule for details.
Further information
· Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) 2026. Australian Immunisation Handbook, Meningococcal disease. Australian Government Department of Health and Aged Care, Canberra, <immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au>
· Victorian Department of Health 2026. Meningococcal disease. Victorian Government. <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/infectious-diseases/meningococcal-disease>
· Victorian Department of Health 2026. Secondary School Immunisation Program Information for secondary schools and councils. Victorian Government.  <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/vaccination-for-adolescents/secondary-school-immunisation-program>
· Victorian Department of Health 2026. Ordering vaccines. Victorian Government. <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation/ordering-vaccines> 
· Australian Department of Health Disability and Ageing 2026. National Immunisation Program schedule. Australian Government. <https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-immunisation-program-schedule?language=en>
· Australian Department of Health Disability and Ageing 2026. National Vaccine Storage Guidelines: Strive for 5 2026 4th ed. Australian Government.  <https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-vaccine-storage-guidelines-strive-for-5?language=en>	
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