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[bookmark: _Toc237420262]Global Updates
[bookmark: _Toc237420263]   HDSS helpdesk enquiries
The Data Collections team supports health services, funded organisations, and system vendors through the HDSS helpdesk. 
A new web page is now available outlining the services and support provided by the HDSS Helpdesk: Health Data Standards and Systems (HDSS) Helpdesk <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/health-data-standards-and-systems-hdss-helpdesk>.
Please note that the HDSS Helpdesk can only respond to enquiries within its published scope.
To help us direct your enquiry to the right team and support a timely response, include the relevant data collection, portal or application in the email subject line. For example:
AIMS A3
ESIS Test submission
VAED MFT
VINAH HealthCollect portal
VPDC Errors
Including this information in your email subject line helps us triage enquiries more efficiently and ensure they reach the appropriate team.
[bookmark: _Toc237420264]   Victorian Mapping for NWAU
The Victorian ‘Mapping for NWAU’ document has been updated for 2026-27 and has been published on the HDSS website <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/national-funding-model-implementation-resources>.  There were no changes to VINAH MDS service event derivation rules.
[bookmark: _Toc130827969][bookmark: _Toc237420265]   Privacy reminder – de-identify patient information
Please de-identify all patient information before emailing the HDSS helpdesk. Helpdesk staff do not need patient-identifying details, such as names, to support hospital reporting activities. An episode identifier and UR number are sufficient for this purpose.
Sending patient-identifying information to the helpdesk, including when reporting a notifiable data breach or submitting a data query, may breach your hospital’s privacy policy and is likely to require notification to your privacy officer.
Unsecured email is not a safe way to share personal or sensitive information, as messages may be intercepted.
[bookmark: _Toc237420266]Agency Information Management System (AIMS)
[bookmark: _Toc237420267]    Final reminder to complete 2025-26 AIMS data
The final date for completion of AIMS A2, A3, S10, S11, UCC and HRA data collections for 2025-26 is 5pm on Monday 24 August 2026. No extensions are possible.
Please ensure the ‘Completed’ box is checked, and that the message confirming successful submission to the department appears next to the box, for each webform.
Remember to select 2025-26 in the Year window on the AIMS Selector, as the default Year is now 2026-27. 
[bookmark: _Toc237420268]Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
[bookmark: _Toc237420269]   Reminder new Intended Procedure codes
Two new Intended Procedure codes have been introduced in 2026-27:
IP403 Surveillance gastroscopy
IP404 Surveillance colonoscopy
Only new episodes registered from 1 July 2026 should be reported with IP403 and IP404.
[bookmark: _Toc237420270]Victorian Admitted Episode Dataset (VAED)
[bookmark: _Toc205459823][bookmark: _Toc205459995][bookmark: _Toc237420271]   Reminder: final VAED Consolidation for 2025–26
Final submission of VAED data for the 2025–26 financial year must be completed by 5:00 pm on Monday 24 August 2026.
This includes all updates, corrections and any outstanding data for episodes separated during the 2025–26 financial year. Please note, after this date no further updates, corrections, or deletions for FY2025–26 will be accepted.
To support the 2025-26 consolidation process, the following reports will be refreshed and distributed this week. 
· NWAU Reports and Extracts 
· Hospital Activity Report
· Patient Level Reconciliation Report
These extract and report files will be produced again next week in the lead up to the consolidated date on 24 August. Please note that reports are limited to weekly refreshes; more frequent updates are not available.
[bookmark: _Toc205459824][bookmark: _Toc205459996][bookmark: _Toc237420272]   Processing of 2026-27 data 
Sites cannot begin VAED reporting for 2026-27 until after 24 August 2026. The 2026-27 VAED system updates will be implemented after the consolidation date, and sites will be advised when this work is complete. Reporting for the 2026-27 financial year may then commence using July 2026 header dates.
VAED (PRS2) submission files with 2026-27 header dates, must not include any 2025-26 financial year data. Any E5, J5, X5/Y5, V5, P5 or S5 records for episodes with a 2025-26 separation date will be rejected by the PRS2 application.
The deadline for submission of July and August VAED data has been extended to 10 October 2026.
Public hospitals must submit monthly aggregate data using the S1A form, available on the HealthCollect portal.
· The S1A form must be completed for each public campus/site reporting to the VAED within the health service.
· Ensure both sections of the form are completed
· Confirm the tick box indicating completion is appropriately updated
For July and August data, health services are not required to submit the VAED late data notification form.
After the 2026-27 VAED system updates are implemented, sites wishing to submit 2026-27 VAED data through the PRS2 Test database should email the HDSS help desk <HDSS.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au> with the subject line: VAED testing – include site name. As TEST data is processed manually, please allow one business day for edit reports to be returned.
[bookmark: _Toc237420273]Victorian Integrated Non-Admitted Health Minimum Data Set (VINAH MDS) 
[bookmark: _Toc237420274]   Reminder: final VINAH consolidation for 2025-26 
All sites are reminded that VINAH data updates and corrections for the 2025-26 financial year must be completed by 5pm Monday 24 August 2026, as published in the Policy & Funding Guidelines. After this date it will no longer be possible to add Referral In, Episode, Contacts and Referral Out data for 2025–26. Please allow sufficient time to allow corrections and resubmissions before 24 August. 
Prior to consolidation, please review data that has been reported to the VINAH MDS to ensure all data has been reported and accepted.  
[bookmark: _Toc237420275]Non-Admitted Data Collection (NADC)
[bookmark: _Toc237420276]   Reminder: final NADC consolidation for 2025-26 
All sites are reminded that NADC data updates and corrections for the 2025–26 financial year must be completed by 5pm Monday 24 August 2026, as published in the Policy & Funding Guidelines. 
Remember that until your return reports are error free, including resubmissions, all data reported for that month is rejected. 
Please allow sufficient time to allow corrections and resubmissions before 24 August. After this date it will not be possible to make submissions for 2025–26 data.
[bookmark: _Toc237420277]Contacts
The Data Collections unit manages several Victorian health data collections including:
· Victorian Admitted Episodes Dataset (VAED)
· Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
· Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
· Agency Information Management System (AIMS)
· Victorian Integrated Non-Admitted Health Minimum Dataset (VINAH)
The HDSS Bulletin is produced at intervals to provide:
· answers to common questions recently directed to the HDSS help desk
· communication regarding the implementation of revisions to data collection specifications, including notification of amendments to specified data collection reference tables
· feedback on selected data quality studies undertaken
· information on upcoming events
Website
HDSS website  <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/health-data-standards-and-systems>
HDSS help desk 
Enquiries regarding data collections and requests for standard reconciliation reports email
HDSS help desk <HDSS.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>
Other Victorian health data requests
VAHI Data Request Hub < https://vahi.freshdesk.com/support/home>
[bookmark: _Toc237420278]Submission Portals
Request access to the MFT portal, and the HealthCollect portal, to submit data and view/download reports.
· Separate Portal User Request Forms for each portal are accessible at the HDSS Forms webpage < https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/health-data-standards-and-systems-hdss-forms> 
· Select the correct Portal User Request Form for the data collection(s) the user is seeking to access.
· Submit the relevant Portal User Request Form for new access, or to update an existing login.
· Forward an email to the HDSS HelpDesk <hdss.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au> from a senior officer at the health service to which access is being requested, to authorise the requested access.
· Please allow 2 business days to process requests.
Request access to the HealthCollect Portal
The HealthCollect Portal is used to complete reporting to AIMS data collections, upload VINAH submission files, and other applications including the Perinatal webform used by private homebirth midwives. 
Request access to the MFT Portal
The MFT portal provides a secure data transfer for data submission, and return of reports generated following the processing of submission files. The data collections listed below are submitted via the MFT portal:
· Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
· Non-Admitted Data Collection (NADC)
· Victorian Alcohol and Drug Collection (VADC)
· Victorian Admitted Episode Dataset (VAED)
· Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
· Victorian Perinatal Data Collection (VPDC)

	To receive this publication in another format email HDSS help desk <HDSS.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>.
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Health, 12 August 2026.
Available at HDSS Bulletins <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/communications>
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