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[bookmark: _Toc220675777]VCSS MDS Bulletins - Purpose
The purpose of this and future bulletins is to share VCSS MDS related information with service providers, vendors and departmental agency monitoring, funding and reporting teams. 
Bulletins will be published as needed and feedback or topic suggestions are welcome.
To be added to or removed from the distribution list, please send us an email request:
VCSS-data@health.vic.gov.au
[bookmark: _Toc220675778]Extended submission Periods
To increase flexibility for service providers and encourage data quality improvements, extended submission periods have been implemented in the VCSS MDS.
This means the RRHACS Repository will remain open for submissions for much longer, and only close for a few days for report processing at the end of each quarter and at the end of the year.
Providers can now check their data for errors earlier and resubmit data any time the Repository is open.
Please note: Reporting due dates and the requirement for providers to report quarterly to the VCSS MDS have not changed.

 
[bookmark: _Toc220675779]RRHACS Repository opening times, 2025-26
2025-26 VCSS MDS Data can be validated, submitted, and resubmitted any time the Repository is open. The final date for 2025-26 resubmissions is 15 August 2026
	Dates
	Accepted quarters

	
	Fin Year Quarter
	VCSS MDS Quarter

	August 27, 2025 – October 15, 2025
	Q1
	2025/3

	October 22, 2025 – January 15, 2026
	Q1, Q2
	2025/3, 2025/4

	January 21, 2026 – April 15, 2026
	Q1, Q2, Q3
	2025/3, 2025/4, 2026/1

	April 22, 2026 – July 15, 2026
	Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4
	2025/3, 2025/4, 2026/1, 2026/2

	July 22, 2026 – August 15, 2026
	Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4
	2025/3, 2025/4, 2026/1, 2026/2


[bookmark: _Toc220675780]Programs no longer required to report to VCSS MDS
A reminder that the below programs now have alternative reporting arrangements and are no longer required to be reported to the VCSS MDS.
Please ensure that data for these programs is no longer included in your VCSS MDS extract:
· Support for Carers Program (SCP)
· Support for Carers Program – Additional Respite (SCP-AR)
· Supported Residential Services Outreach and Assistance Program (SRS OAP, previously Supporting Accommodation for Vulnerable Victorians Initiative – SAVVI)
For further information about current reporting requirements for these programs, please contact the relevant program team:
SCP and SCP-AR  victoriancarerstrategy@dffh.vic.gov.au
SRS OAP SRSOAP@homes.vic.gov.au


	[bookmark: _Hlk37240926]To receive this document in another format, email VCSS-data@health.vic.gov.au
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