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[bookmark: _Toc233206172]Global Updates
[bookmark: _Toc233206173][bookmark: _Toc1383536039]TAC – new funding model 2026-27
The Transport Accident Commission (TAC), in collaboration with Hospitals Victoria, is implementing a new funding model for TAC clients within Victorian public health services effective 1 July 2026. Under this arrangement, health services will continue to be funded through an activity-based payment system and this will be expanded from acute admitted services (including from ED) to other activity types including emergency, admitted (subacute and mental health) and non-admitted care. This will utilise a unique TAC price and be applied to TAC patients’ National Weighted Activity Units (NWAU). This standardised pricing will apply across all health services and is aligned with the cost of delivering care. 
Reporting requirements will remain unchanged. It’s important that health services report TAC activity with the correct Account class/Funding source.
	Data Collection
	Data element
	Code and descriptor

	VAED
	Account class
	TA – Transport Accident Commission
TN – Transport Accident Commission – non-acute

	VEMD
	Funding Source
	11 - Motor vehicle third party personal claim

	VINAH MDS
	Contact account class
	TA – Transport Accident Commission



[bookmark: _Toc233206174]Final consolidation of ESIS, VAED, VEMD, VINAH MDS and NADC for 2025–26
This is a reminder of the final consolidation dates for 2025–26.
ESIS
Data for the 2025–26 financial year must be submitted by 5.00 pm on 14 July 2026. 
Final corrections to 2025–26 data must be submitted before consolidation at 5.00pm on 24 August 2026.
Remember the file sequence number for your first July 2026 submission must be 001 for example ‘5000_26_07_01_001.zip’. 
Corrections to 2025–26 data can be included in 2026–27 submissions.
VAED
All June admission and discharge data (episode records) and coded data (diagnosis records) for all May separations must be submitted by 5.00 pm on 10 July 2026. 
Final corrections for all 2025–26 data must be submitted before consolidation at 5.00 pm on 24 August 2026.
Health services must wait for advice from the department before submitting a July (2026-27) file. 
Corrections for 2025–26 data cannot be included in 2026–27 submissions.


VEMD
Data for the 2025–26 financial year must be submitted by 10 July 2026. 
Final corrections to 2025–26 data must be submitted before consolidation at 5.00pm on 27 July 2026 and cannot be submitted in a 2026–27 file. 
Data from 2025–26 and 2026–27 financial years will be processed concurrently.
Remember that for 2026–27 the version of the VEMD is updated to ‘31’ therefore code ‘1’ will be used in the file naming convention. For example, for a campus with a campus code of ‘9999’, the first file for July 2026 data will be named ‘9999107a.txt’.
VINAH MDS
All sites are reminded that VINAH data updates and corrections for the 2025-26 financial year must be completed by 5.00pm on 24 August 2026. After this date it will no longer be possible to add Referral In, Episode, Contacts and Referral Out data for 2025–26. Please allow sufficient time to allow corrections and resubmissions before 24 August.
Prior to consolidation, please review data that has been reported to the VINAH MDS to ensure all data has been reported and accepted. 
NADC
All sites are reminded that NADC data updates and corrections for the 2025–26 financial year must be completed by 5.00pm on 24 August 2026.
Remember that until your return reports are error free, including resubmissions, all data reported for that month is rejected.
Please allow sufficient time to allow corrections and resubmissions before 24 August. After this date it will not be possible to make submissions for 2025–26 data.
AIMS
The final consolidation date for the following AIMS data collections is 5.00pm 24 August 2026: 
A2, A3, S10, S11, HRA, UCC. 
Due dates for submission of AIMS data collections vary, however the final date for all submissions to be completed (ie ‘Completed’ check box checked) for the above data collections is 5.00pm 24 August 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc201754691][bookmark: _Toc233206175]Annual Changes to data collections for 2027-28
Each year the data collections listed below are reviewed to ensure they continue to meet national and other reporting requirements for the next financial year. For 2027-28, the only proposed data collection changes that will be considered for these collections are those deemed essential to meet national reporting obligations or key government priorities for 2027-28.
The process starts on Monday 20 July 2026 when a call for proposals for revisions to data collections for 2027-28 is sent to the HDSS Bulletin mailing list, with proposal form attached.
Victorian Admitted Episodes Dataset (VAED)
Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
Victorian Integrated Non-Admitted Health Minimum Dataset (VINAH)
Agency Information Management System (AIMS) suite of collections
Victorian Cost Data Collection (VCDC).
Proposals are reviewed to ensure they comply with the criteria outlined above. Final acceptance of all proposals is based on evaluation and recommendations by the Annual Change Governance Committee and sign off by the relevant Data Steward.
Further information about the Annual Changes process can be viewed at HDSS Annual Changes <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/annual-changes> 
Any proposals for changes to the VAED, VEMD, VINAH, ESIS and AIMS, that meet the criteria outlined above must be submitted via email to the HDSS Helpdesk HDSS.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au by the due date. 
Any proposals for changes to the VCDC, that meet the criteria outlined above must be submitted via email to VCDCassist@health.vic.gov.au by the due date. 
Timetable for data collection changes 2027-28
	Key Dates
	Description

	Monday 20 July 2026
	Call for proposals
Email sent to HDSS Bulletin list

	Friday 31 Jul 2026
5.00pm
	Deadline for submission of proposals 

	Tuesday 15 Sep 2026
 
	First Annual Changes Governance Committee meeting
Review proposals before release for consultation 

	Tuesday 6 Oct 2026

	Proposals documents published on HDSS website for feedback
Email sent to HDSS Bulletin list with the feedback proforma links

	Tuesday 20 Oct 2026
5.00pm
	Deadline for comment on proposals documents

	Thursday 19 Nov 2026
	Second Annual Changes Governance Committee meeting
Decision on whether to recommend accepting or rejecting each proposal

	Friday 11 Dec 2026 
	Recommendations to the Data Steward/s
Seeking approval by Friday 11 December 2026

	Wednesday 31 Dec 2026
	Final specifications for revisions to data collections
Email sent to HDSS Bulletin list


[bookmark: _Toc201754693][bookmark: _Toc233206176]2026-27 Health data standards and systems data collection manuals
Data collection manuals for the 2026-27 reporting period are being finalised and will be published on the Data collections <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/data-collections> Health data standards and systems web page.
[bookmark: _Toc233206177]Agency Information Management System (AIMS)
[bookmark: _Toc233206178]AIMS HRA, AR7A and AR7B releases for 2025-26 FY
The following AIMS data collections will be released by 1 July 2026 for the reporting of 2025-26 data:
	Data collection
	Due by

	HRA Hospital Research Activities
	Tuesday 21 July 2026

	AR7A Plant & Equipment purchased during the Year
	Wednesday 30 September 2026

	AR7B Replacements under the ME & EI grant
	Wednesday 30 September 2026



These data collections are all reported at whole-of-health-service level: select the health service’s name with suffix (AU) in the Health Service window in the AIMS selector. As these are for the prior financial year, select 2025-26 in the Year window in the AIMS selector to display in the Collection window. 
The AR7B form for 2025-26 is pre-populated with the MERP & EIRP Specific Purpose Capital Grants allocation for the reporting year. Any residual sum from the health service’s 2024-25 AR7B form is also carried forward to the 2025-26 AR7B form.  
Details of these data collections are provided in the AIMS manual <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/agency-information-management-system-aims>.  
Questions about the AR7A and AR7B data collections should be directed to the Asset Planning and Management team at <assetmanagement@health.vic.gov.au>.
[bookmark: _Toc233206179]AIMS selector in HealthCollect to default to 2026-27
From 1 July 2026, the Year field in the AIMS selector in HealthCollect will default to 2026-27.
To find AIMS data collections for reporting periods in 2025-26, select 2025-26 from the drop-down list in the Year field of the AIMS selector.  
Details of the due dates for AIMS data collections are provided in the AIMS manual <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/agency-information-management-system-aims>. 
[bookmark: _Toc233206180]AIMS A3 Public Hospital Beds – clarification to bed category descriptions
For 2026-27, line-item descriptions for Acute bed categories on the AIMS A3 Public Hospital Beds webform will be updated. These updates are intended to improve clarity and consistency in the reporting of Early Parenting Centre (EPC) beds to the A3 Public Hospital Beds data collection. 
Amended line-item descriptions for bed categories (i.e. Available and Staffed Beds) on the A3 webform:
Acute Same Day (including NICU, and SCN and EPC; excluding Mental Health)
Acute Overnight (including NICU, and SCN and EPC; excluding Mental Health)
Acute Mental Health
Mental Health Secure Extended Care Unit (SECU)
Subacute (excluding specialised palliative care)
Subacute (specialised palliative care)
The 2026-27 AIMS manual will reflect these changes to line-item descriptions for Acute bed categories (overnight and same day). 
[bookmark: _Toc233206181]AIMS Urgent Care Centre – new validation for 2026-27
A new validation will be introduced to the AIMS Urgent Care Centre (UCC) webform for 2026-27. This validation has been implemented to address incorrect reporting against visit category ‘Dead on arrival – any triage’ on the UCC webform.
For 2026-27, a ‘warning’ validation will trigger when a value other than 0 (zero) is entered in the ‘Dead on arrival – any triage’ row on the UCC webform. Users will be prompted to confirm the number of presentations with departure status ‘Dead on arrival’ before continuing the submission. 
[bookmark: _Toc233206182]Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
[bookmark: _Toc233206183]YTD rejections/corrections
This is a reminder of the monthly ESIS data quality requirements. In line with Section 5 of the ESIS Manual, data must be complete and accurate which means with zero rejections, notifiables, or outstanding corrections by the 14th of the following month.
All outstanding rejections/corrections for the financial year must be submitted by 24 August 2026, prior to ESIS 2025–26 consolidation. 
[bookmark: _Toc233206184]Victorian Admitted Episode Dataset (VAED)
[bookmark: _Toc233206185]VAED reporting and YTD outstanding data 

Due to a recent increase in emailed requests for assistance to the HDSS helpdesk, sites are reminded to confirm their data has been submitted and accepted by the VAED by checking their electronic report files collected from the PICKUP directory in their MFT site folder.
A PRS2 (excel) electronic report file will ONLY list the records in the E5/J5/P5/S5/V5/X5_Y5 tabs, that were included in the current submission file.
Any records reported to the VAED in prior submission files (YTD), will not be listed in the latest PRS2 electronic report file. This includes PRS2 error and warning validations applied to record/s reported in previous PRS2 YTD report files. 
Every PRS2 electronic report file will provide the latest YTD summary tables for outstanding diagnosis, extra episode, sub-acute and palliative records and are located in the Outstanding Summary TAB. These summary tables list total number of separations for each month and the number of outstanding records for each record category based on all YTD data accepted by the VAED.
The Outstanding List TAB identifies all episodes reported as having an outstanding diagnosis (X5), extra episode (J5), palliative (P5) and sub-acute (S5) record/s. These YTD extracts will list the UR Number, Unique Key, Care Type and Separation date for all episodes reported YTD. VAED data accepted from prior PRS2 data submissions will also be included in these extracts.
Both the Outstanding Summary tables and Outstanding List extracts are updated by the VAED for every submission file that produces a PRS2 electronic report file.
All sites must review the contents of these summary tables and extract lists for each PRS2 electronic report file received. The details provided will alert sites to any possible VAED reporting issues and problems.

[bookmark: _Toc233206186]Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
[bookmark: _Toc233206187]VEMD Editor
This is a final reminder that the VEMD Editor will no longer be available after the end of the 2025-26 financial year. 
The VEMD Editor operates on an unsupported platform and is incompatible with other applications. Health services should note that VEMD files can be uploaded directly into MFT and use the Edit reports generated and available in the pickup folder.
[bookmark: _Toc233206188]YTD rejections	
Health services must review, correct, and resubmit all 2025/26 VEMD rejected presentations to achieve zero rejections and maintain monthly reconciliation in line with clean data requirements. Presentations with unresolved rejections; whether updates or new presentation are excluded from the reporting database, impacting funding allocations.
[bookmark: _Toc233206189]VEMD/VAED Data Quality 
Health services are reminded that YTD data quality extracts are provided monthly via MFT in the VEMD pickup folder.  Extracts include:
1. VEMD DQ extract (multiple tabs)
2. ED-only admissions
3. Admission time before ED departure time

Extracts are generated for all sites. A blank extract indicates no issues for review.

Health services are responsible for the accuracy and integrity of their VEMD and VAED submissions. The Data Collections unit will not remind health services about outstanding data quality issues. Each health service is expected to: 
· Review each extract to ensure data aligns with internal source systems 
· Submit any corrections by the relevant consolidation date(s) 
· Liaise with VAED contacts to ensure consistency across both datasets for extracts comparing VEMD and VAED fields (e.g. ED-only admissions, admission time before departure time).
Data that has been reviewed and confirmed as correct requires no further action but will continue to appear in subsequent extracts.

In July, extracts will be updated and made available every Tuesday afternoon to support VEMD and VAED consolidations.
[bookmark: _Toc233206190]Victorian Integrated Non-Admitted Health Minimum Data Set (VINAH MDS) 
[bookmark: _Toc233206191]Late Data Notification and Aggregate data form
Health services are reminded that if they cannot submit complete data or cannot clear all errors for the month by the clean date, it is expected that both a VINAH late data notification form and a VINAH aggregate data submission form are submitted. Both forms are due on the clean date i.e. the 14th of the month the data is due. 
These forms are available on the HDSS website VINAH late data notification form and VINAH aggregate data submission form <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/victorian-integrated-non-admitted-health-vinah-dataset> and on the HealthCollect portal.



[bookmark: _Toc233206192]Contacts
The Data Collections unit manages several Victorian health data collections including:
· Victorian Admitted Episodes Dataset (VAED)
· Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
· Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
· Agency Information Management System (AIMS)
· Victorian Integrated Non-Admitted Health Minimum Dataset (VINAH)
The HDSS Bulletin is produced at intervals to provide:
· answers to common questions recently directed to the HDSS help desk
· communication regarding the implementation of revisions to data collection specifications, including notification of amendments to specified data collection reference tables
· feedback on selected data quality studies undertaken
· information on upcoming events
Website
HDSS website  <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/health-data-standards-and-systems>
HDSS help desk 
Enquiries regarding data collections and requests for standard reconciliation reports email
HDSS help desk <HDSS.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>
Other Victorian health data requests
VAHI Data Request Hub < https://vahi.freshdesk.com/support/home>
[bookmark: _Toc233206193]Submission Portals
Request access to the MFT portal, and the HealthCollect portal, to submit data and view/download reports. 
Separate Portal User Request Forms for each portal are accessible at the HDSS Forms webpage < https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/health-data-standards-and-systems-hdss-forms >
Select the correct Portal User Request Form for the data collection(s) the user is seeking to access.
Submit the relevant Portal User Request Form for new access, or to update an existing login.
Forward an email to the HDSS HelpDesk <hdss.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au> from a senior officer at the health service to which access is being requested, to authorise the requested access. 
Please allow 2 business days to process requests.
Request access to the HealthCollect Portal
The HealthCollect Portal is used to complete reporting to AIMS data collections, upload VINAH submission files, and other applications including the Perinatal webform used by private homebirth midwives. 
Request access to the MFT Portal
The MFT portal provides a secure data transfer for data submission, and return of reports generated following the processing of submission files. The data collections listed below are submitted via the MFT portal:
· Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
· Non-Admitted Data Collection (NADC)
· Victorian Alcohol and Drug Collection (VADC)
· Victorian Admitted Episode Dataset (VAED)
· Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
· Victorian Perinatal Data Collection (VPDC)


	To receive this publication in another format email HDSS help desk <HDSS.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>.
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Health, 18 June 2026.
Available at HDSS Bulletins <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/communications>
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