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[bookmark: _Hlk41913885]What’s new? 
Eligibility for free Japanese encephalitis vaccination has been simplified. 
Any person aged 2 months or older who lives or works in eligible high-risk local governments areas in Victoria is eligible for a free vaccine. 
Additionally, eligibility for JE vaccines has been temporarily expanded for travellers to eligible high‑risk Victorian LGAs, and interstate high-risk areas, until 31 July 2026. 
Why vaccinate against Japanese encephalitis?
Japanese encephalitis (JE) is a rare but potentially life‑threatening mosquito‑borne viral infection that can cause inflammation of the brain (encephalitis).
Key points for providers
· JE virus has been detected in Victoria and other south‑eastern states since 2022, with ongoing risk, particularly in regional, inland and flood‑prone areas.
· Most infections are asymptomatic. However, among people who develop encephalitis: 
· 20 to 50% die, 
· 30 to 50% of survivors may have permanent neurological or cognitive impairment.
· There is no specific treatment for JE.
· Vaccination, together with mosquito bite prevention, provides the most effective protection against JE disease.
Who should receive JE vaccine in Victoria?
Free JE vaccine is available for eligible people aged 2 months and older, for primary and booster vaccination. 
1. UPDATED - Temporary expanded eligibility (until 31 July 2026) 
People who are travelling to eligible high‑risk Local Government Areas (LGA) in Victoria, and high-risk interstate areas, for outdoor recreation.
Information on JE high risk areas in Australian states and territories is available from their websites:
New South Wales
Northern Territory
Queensland
South Australia
ACT
Western Australia
2. UPDATED - People who live or work in an eligible high‑risk LGA 
People who live or work in any of the eligible high‑risk LGAs (Including professional or volunteer deployments).
3. No LGA restriction – Increased occupational or environmental risk (no LGA restriction)
Regardless of place of residence, vaccination is recommended for people who:
· Work at, live at, or are visiting: 
· piggeries, pork abattoirs or rendering plants or 
· JE virus–infected or suspected properties
· Work in mosquito surveillance or control 
· Work in diagnostic or research laboratories with JE virus exposure risk
Refer to Japanese encephalitis for detailed eligibility criteria for the free JE vaccine. 
How to vaccinate
Available vaccines
Two safe and effective JE vaccines are registered in Australia:
· Imojev® (live attenuated) – prioritised in the Victorian program
· JEspect® (inactivated)
Vaccine choice, dosing schedules and contraindications must follow:
· The Australian Immunisation Handbook, Japanese encephalitis
· Victorian Department of Health guidance
Key reminders
· Medicare is not required to receive a free JE vaccine.
· Vaccination should occur before exposure wherever possible, including prior to travel or flood deployment.
Provider responsibilities
· Assess eligibility based on residence, travel plans, occupation and mosquito exposure risk.
· Provide mosquito bite prevention advice to all patients, regardless of vaccination status.
· Immediately notify suspected or confirmed JE cases – JE is an urgent notifiable condition in Victoria.
Further information for providers
· Japanese encephalitis <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/infectious-diseases/japanese-encephalitis>
· Japanese encephalitis immunisation resources <https://www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/japanese-encephalitis-jev-resources>
· Australian Immunisation Handbook – Japanese encephalitis chapter <https://immunisationhandbook.health.gov.au/vaccine-preventable-diseases/japanese-encephalitis> 
	[bookmark: _Hlk37240926]To receive this document in another format, email the Immunisation Program <immunisation@health.vic.gov.au>.
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