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1. [bookmark: _Toc228265716]VADC 2026-27 annual changes
The department will publish the following VADC documents by end of May 2026 for implementation 1 July 2026.
· VADC Data Specification 2026-27
· VADC Compilation and Submission Specification 2026-27
· VADC XSD Schema 2026-27 (no change)
For 2026-27, the VADC Data Custodian has approved one descriptive change, with no data structure changes required.
Specifications for revisions to VADC for 2026-27 is available at VADC annual changes webpage <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/funding-and-reporting-aod-services/victorian-alcohol-and-drug-collection-annual-changes>.
If you have any queries about the annual changes for 2026-27, please email VADC data team <vadc_data@health.vic.gov.au>.
2. [bookmark: _Toc228265717]Update ‘Guide for use’ for Event-end reason 
In response to recent sector queries, we will update the ‘Guide for use’ related to Event-end reason. This update to the ‘Guide for use’ aligns with the existing AOD34 validation, which checks that when a treatment is ended, the end reason code must not be code 99 (not stated/inadequately described) or null. When choosing an end reason code after the client treatment has ended, select from the permissible list in Section 5.4.5 Event-end reason, or use code 98 (other) if no applicable end reason is available.
Please note that there is no functional change, only an update to provide further clarification.
The VADC Data Specification 2026-27 (to be published May 2026) will be updated accordingly in Section 5.4.5 Event-end reason ‘Guide for use’.
If you need further information on treatment end reason, please email VADC data team <vadc_data@health.vic.gov.au>.
3. [bookmark: _Toc228265718]Update to Country of Birth reference file
The descriptor for ‘Client-Country of Birth’ code 4202 has been updated to ‘Palestine’ in the Country of Birth reference file. The code remains as 4202, only an update to country of birth description.
The descriptor change to the department’s VADC backend table will be made shortly to reflect the reference file update.
Change to code descriptor
	Code
	Old description
	New description

	4202
	Occupied Palestinian Territories
	Palestine


This update is consistent with the latest updates from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Standard Australian Classification of Countries (SACC) 2016 version.

The updated Country of Birth reference file is available at VADC website <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/funding-and-reporting-aod-services/vadc-documentation>.
If you have any queries regarding the reference file, please email VADC data team <vadc_data@health.vic.gov.au>.
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