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	Japanese encephalitis vaccination 

	Eligibility checklist for the public 

	OFFICIAL


Am I eligible for a free Japanese encephalitis vaccine?
Follow this simple checklist to see if the Japanese encephalitis (JE) vaccine is recommended for you. If you answer ‘Yes’ to any of the following questions you may be eligible to receive a free JE vaccine.
You must be aged 2 months or older to receive the JE vaccine. Medicare eligibility is not required. 
	Priority groups
	Yes/
No

	Q1
	Do you live or  work in any of the following eligible local government areas:
	Alpine
Buloke
Gannawarra
Greater Shepparton
Horsham
Loddon
Mansfield 
Mitchell
Northern Grampians
Swan Hill 
Wangaratta
Wodonga
	Benalla 
Campaspe
Greater Bendigo
Hindmarsh 
Indigo
Macedon Ranges
Mildura
Moira
Strathbogie
Towong
West Wimmera
Yarriambiack



	

	Q2 
	Do you plan to visit any of the eligible local government areas listed above for any outdoor recreation such as camping, caravaning, fishing, boating and hunting, before 31 July 2026?
	

	Q3
	Do you plan to visit any interstate high risk areas for any outdoor recreation such as camping, caravaning, fishing, boating and hunting, before 31 July 2026?
Information on JE high risk areas in Australian states and territories is available at the following websites:
· New South Wales <www.health.nsw.gov.au/infectious/jev/pages/vaccination.aspx>
· Northern Territory <www.health.nt.gov.au/public-health-notifiable-diseases/japanese-encephalitis-virus-jev>
· Queensland <www.qld.gov.au/health/condition/infections-and-parasites/viral-infections/japanese-encephalitis>
· South Australia <www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/conditions/infectious+diseases/japanese+encephalitis/access+to+japanese+encephalitis+virus+vaccine>
· ACT <www.act.gov.au/health/vaccines-and-immunisations/japanese-encephalitis-vaccination>
· Western Australia <www.act.gov.au/health/vaccines-and-immunisations/japanese-encephalitis-vaccination>

	

	Q3
	Do you work at or live on a piggery?
	

	Q4
	Do you work directly with pigs? (e.g. piggery transport workers, veterinarians and other workers involved in the care of pigs)
	

	Q5
	Do you work in pork abattoirs or pork rendering plants? 
	

	Q6
	Do you work directly in mosquito surveillance, control or management (e.g. field or laboratory based environmental health officers or workers and entomologists)? 
	

	Q7
	Do you work as a diagnostic or research laboratory worker who may be exposed to Japanese encephalitis virus?
	



Speak to your doctor (GP) or local immunisation provider for further information on getting vaccinated.
What if I am not eligible for a free Japanese encephalitis vaccine?
· The priority groups who are recommended for a free JE vaccine are subject to change. Any change to JE vaccine eligibility will be based on further monitoring. 
Where can I find more information?
· Visit the Department of Health’s Japanese encephalitis webpage for more information on Japanese encephalitis and vaccine eligibility <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/infectious-diseases/japanese-encephalitis>.
· Visit the Better Health Channel for more information on how to protect yourself from mosquito borne diseases. <https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/protect-yourself-mosquito-borne-disease>
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