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[bookmark: _Toc230100013]Global Updates
[bookmark: _Toc1383536039][bookmark: _Toc230100014]Update to County of Birth reference file
The descriptor for code 4202 in the Country of birth and country of residence SACC code set reference file has been updated.   
Current descriptor
	4202
	Occupied Palestinian Territories



New descriptor is: 
	4202
	Palestine



[bookmark: _Toc230100015]Transport Accident Commission funding from 2026-27 
The Transport Accident Commission (TAC), in collaboration with Hospitals Victoria, is implementing a new funding model for TAC clients within Victorian public health services effective 1 July 2026. Under this arrangement, health services will continue to be funded through an activity-based payment system and this will be expanded from acute admitted services (including from ED) to other activity types including emergency, admitted (subacute and mental health) and non-admitted care. This will utilise a unique TAC price and be applied to TAC patients’ National Weighted Activity Units (NWAU). This standardised pricing will apply across all health services and is aligned with the cost of delivering care. Reporting requirements will remain unchanged.
[bookmark: _Toc230100016]Classification and clinical coding related queries – new email address
The Classification and coding team has a new email address: ClassificationCoding@health.vic.gov.au. 
Please send classification, clinical coding and PICQ related queries to this address. 
These queries should no longer be sent to the HDSS Helpdesk.
NOTE: coding queries continue to be submitted to the Victorian ICD Coding Committee (VICC) via the online form.
Directing enquiries to the right team in the first instance helps support timely responses.
[bookmark: _Toc230100017]HDSS Helpdesk enquiries
The Data Collections team supports a range of data collections and supports health services, funded organisations, and system vendors through the HDSS helpdesk. 
Support provided by the HDSS Helpdesk includes:
Processing support including failed file submissions, test file submissions, file purges and HealthCollect and MFT portal issues.
Explanation of business rules.
Compliance enquiries.
Provision of HDSS reference files.
Access to restricted uses datasets.
Annual changes support.
Explanation of the VAED Criteria for Reporting.

The HDSS Helpdesk cannot respond to enquiries outside the scope outlined above. This includes:
OFFICIAL

Service event derivation rules.
NACMS queries.
National and Victorian funding models.
IHACPA NWAU calculators.
Internal health service / organisation IT system issues.
Requests for data, including for research or other purposes.
Department of Health policies, including the Planned Surgery Access Policy, unless the query relates to data submission business rules.

To help your enquiry reach the right team and support a timely response, please include the data collection, portal or application in the email subject line to help us triage your enquiry. For example, VAED MFT, VPDC Errors, ESIS Test submission, AIMS A3, VINAH HealthCollect portal etc.

[bookmark: _Toc230100018]Agency Information Management System (AIMS)
[bookmark: _Toc230100019]A2 Specialised Services Indicators for 2025-26
The AIMS A2 Specialised Services Indicators data collection for 2025-26 will be released shortly via the HealthCollect portal. 
This data collection reports the specialised services provided at each hospital campus during June each year. Reporting is mandatory for each campus of public and denominational hospitals and small rural health services and must be completed by Monday 14 July 2026. 
The AIMS A2 webform for 2025-26 will be pre-populated with the data reported for the campus in the 2024-25 A2 form. Health services must review the data in the A2 form for 2025-26, amend as required to reflect the services provided at the campus in June 2026 (add new services added since June 2025, or remove services that have ceased since June 2025). Submit the updated form by checking the ‘Completed’ box, then check that the ‘Data successfully submitted to the Department’ message appears beside the ‘Completed’ box.
In the AIMS Selector page, the A2 form will be shown in the ‘Collection’ window list when the Health Service campus name (CA suffix) is selected, and the Year is set at ‘2025-26’. Remember that the Year selector default will change to 2026-27 from 1 July.
Details are provided in the AIMS manual <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/agency-information-management-system-aims>.
[bookmark: _Toc230100020]Tier 2 class changes for 2026-27
The Independent Hospital and Aged Care Pricing Authority (IHACPA) has announced upcoming changes to Tier 2 classes for 2026-27. These changes introduce two new classes for hospital based non-admitted voluntary assisted dying (VAD) services and update the description for the endoscopy procedure class:
· 20.59 – Voluntary assisted dying
· 40.69 – Voluntary assisted dying
· 10.07 – The previous "Endoscopy - urological/gynaecological" is being revised to "10.07 Urological and gynaecological scope procedures."
The Non-Admitted Clinic Management System (NACMS) will be updated to reflect these classification changes.
Health services should review their clinics and either register new voluntary assisted dying clinics or reclassify the Tier 2 class of existing voluntary assisted dying clinics. Health services that need to reclassify existing clinics should email NACMS@health.vic.gov.au

[bookmark: _Toc230100021]Victorian Admitted Episode Dataset (VAED)
[bookmark: _Toc230100022]VAED late data notification form and aggregate data
Please be reminded that when a health service is unable to submit VAED patient-level data, both the VAED Late Data Notification form and the aggregate S1A form are required to be submitted by the VAED due date (10th of the month), without prompting from HDSS.
Failure to submit both forms by the specified deadline will be considered non-compliance with VAED reporting requirements.
[bookmark: _Toc230100023]Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
[bookmark: _Toc230100024] VEMD Editor not supported after 2025-26
As stated in previous HDSS Bulletins, the VEMD Editor will no longer be updated or supported after the 2025-26 financial year due to platform incompatibility.
Health services are encouraged to prepare for this change by introducing improved error messaging at the time of data entry and/or implementing the ability to run initial internal checks on VEMD data before submitting it to the department.
Alternatively, health services can upload the VEMD file directly into MFT and address errors identified in the Edit report.
[bookmark: _Toc230100025]New validation 1 July 2026
Validation numbers have been assigned to the new validations that will be implemented from 1 July 2027.
These validation codes will be included in the 2026/27 VEMD manual.
	Error Code
	Description

	E424
	Ambulance at Destination Date/Time and emergency department Arrival Date/Time invalid combination

	E425
	Ambulance at Destination Date/Time and Ambulance Handover Complete Date/Time invalid combination



[bookmark: _Toc230100026]Victorian Integrated Non-Admitted Health Minimum Data Set (VINAH MDS) 
[bookmark: _Toc230100027]292.10    VINAH test environment
There are no changes to the VINAH MDS for 2026-27, as a result there will be no change to the VINAH version. Health services will continue to report VINAH 20. The table below reflects the important dates for the testing environment.
For testing purposes, the dates are as follows:  
	Start date for VINAH version 20 
	1 January 2025 

	Start date for new data elements and additions to code sets 
	1 January 2025 

	End date for ceased codes 
	31 December 2024 



Contacts
The Data Collections unit manages several Victorian health data collections including:
· Victorian Admitted Episodes Dataset (VAED)
· Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
· Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
· Agency Information Management System (AIMS)
· Victorian Integrated Non-Admitted Health Minimum Dataset (VINAH)
The HDSS Bulletin is produced at intervals to provide:
· answers to common questions recently directed to the HDSS help desk
· communication regarding the implementation of revisions to data collection specifications, including notification of amendments to specified data collection reference tables
· feedback on selected data quality studies undertaken
· information on upcoming events
Website
Find data collection manuals, selected code sets, previous editions of this HDSS Bulletin, and information on data collection annual changes:
HDSS website  <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/health-data-standards-and-systems>
HDSS help desk 
Enquiries regarding data collections and requests for standard reconciliation reports can be emailed to:
HDSS help desk <HDSS.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>
Other Victorian health data requests
VAHI Data Request Hub < https://vahi.freshdesk.com/support/home>
[bookmark: _Toc230100028]Submission Portals
Request access to the HealthCollect Portal
The HealthCollect Portal is used to complete reporting to AIMS data collections, upload VINAH submission files, and other applications including the Perinatal webform used by private homebirth midwives. To request a new HealthCollect account, or to request an update of an existing HealthCollect account, complete the HealthCollect Portal User Request Form and email written authorisation from a senior officer at your health service to <hdss.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>. The HDSS HelpDesk team aims to process requests within two business days of receiving the submitted form and written authorisation.
Request access to the MFT Portal
The MFT portal provides a secure data transfer for data submission, and return of reports generated following the processing of submission files. The following data collections are submitted via the MFT portal:
· Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
· Non-Admitted Data Collection (NADC)
· Victorian Alcohol and Drug Collection (VADC)
· Victorian Admitted Episode Dataset (VAED)
· Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
· Victorian Perinatal Data Collection (VPDC)
To request a new MFT account, or to request an update of an existing MFT account, complete the Request access to the MFT portal form and email written authorisation from a senior officer at your health service to <hdss.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>. The HDSS HelpDesk aims to process requests within two business days of receiving the submitted form and written authorisation.


	To receive this publication in another format email HDSS help desk <HDSS.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>.
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Health, 13 May 2026.
Available at HDSS Bulletins <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/communications>
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