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[bookmark: _Toc225947039][bookmark: _Hlk66712316]Executive Summary
Addendum to revisions for the Victorian Admitted Episodes Dataset (VAED) for 2026-27 are summarised below:
New data elements
Add Duration of Stay in Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU)
Amendments to existing data elements
Update Duration of Stay in Intensive Care Unit and remove reference to NICU
Changes to compilation and submission:
Updates to Diagnosis Record 
Changes to validation rules:
Add validations for Duration of Stay in Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
Amended validations for Duration of Stay in Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and Duration of Stay in Intensive Care Unit.
[bookmark: _Toc225947040]Introduction 
Each year the Department of Health reviews the Victorian Admitted Episodes Dataset (VAED) to ensure that the data collection supports the department’s business objectives, including national reporting obligations, and reflects changes in hospital funding and service provision arrangements for the coming financial year.
The revisions set out in this document are complete as at the date of publication. Where further changes are required during the year, for example to reference files such as the postcode locality file, data validation rules or supporting documentation, these will be advised via the HDSS Bulletin.
An updated VAED manual will be published in due course. Until then, the current VAED manual and subsequent HDSS Bulletins, together with this document, form the data submission specifications for 2026-27.
Victorian health services must ensure their software can create a submission file in accordance with the revised specifications and ensure reporting capability is achieved to maintain compliance with reporting timeframes set out in the relevant Department of Health policy and funding guidelines or the Health Services (Health Service Establishments) Regulations 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc225947041]Orientation to this document 
New data elements are marked as (new).
Changes to existing data elements are highlighted in green
Redundant values and definitions relating to existing elements are struck through.
Comments relating only to the proposal document appear in [square brackets and italics].
New validations are marked ###.
Validations to be changed are marked * when listed as part of a data element or below a validation table.
Anticipated changes are shown under the appropriate manual section headings.
[bookmark: _Toc51939360][bookmark: _Toc153796973][bookmark: _Toc185596070][bookmark: _Toc225947042]Specifications for changes from 1 July 2026
[bookmark: _Toc225947043]Add new Duration of Stay in Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
[bookmark: _Toc217047486][bookmark: _Toc225947044][bookmark: _Toc185846158][bookmark: _Toc91832905][bookmark: _Toc153796975][bookmark: _Toc185596072]Section 3 Data definitions
[bookmark: _Toc217047487][bookmark: _Toc225947045]Duration of Stay in Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (new)
Specification
	Definition
	Total duration of stay (hours) in an approved Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU), during this episode of care.

	Field size
	4

	Layout
	NNNN or spaces Right-justified, zero-filled

	Location
	Diagnosis Record

	Reported by
	Public and private hospitals with an approved NICU, and hospitals contracting with a hospital with an approved NICU. Otherwise, report spaces.

	Reported for
	Episodes where time is spent in a NICU. Otherwise, report spaces.

	Reported when
	A Separation Date is reported in the Episode Record.

	Code set
	A valid number in the range 0001 to 9999.

	Reporting guide
	If patient has more than one period in NICU during this episode, the total duration of all such periods is reported.
Duration is reported in hours, rounded to the nearest hour. For example, if the total duration of stay in NICU was 98 hours 15 minutes, report 98 hours. If the total duration of stay in NICU was 125 hours 30 minutes, report 126 hours.
Only the time in the NICU is counted, not time, for example, in an operating theatre.
A patient admitted to a NICU in Hospital B during a contracted service episode has the duration of that NICU stay reported by Hospital B; Hospital A also reports the hours spent in NICU in Hospital B in addition to any hours spent in NICU at Hospital A.


	
Validations
	318	MV Duration > ICU/NICU stay
319	MV but no ICU/NICU stay
322	ICU/CCU/NICU stay > total stay 
324	Incompat ICU/NICU Hrs, A/C Class
448	ICU/NICU Stay but Care Type not Acute 
712	NIV duration but no ICU/NICU stay 
713	NIV duration is > ICU/NICU stay 
755	Invalid NICU Duration 
756	NICU Hrs, no approved NICU 


[No change to remainder of item] 
[bookmark: _Toc216952234][bookmark: _Toc225947046][bookmark: _Toc217047488]Section 5 Compilation and submission
[bookmark: _Toc216952235][bookmark: _Toc225947047]Diagnosis Record (amend)
Refer to Section 3 for code sets for data elements. When not required to report a data element, report spaces.
Diagnosis Record File Structure
	Note
	Data Item
	Field Size
	Record Position
	Layout

	M
	Transaction Type
	2
	1
	X5

	M
	Unique Key 
	9
	3
	AAAAAAAAA (Hospital generated)
Right justified, zero filled

	C
	Diagnosis Cluster Identifier
	2 (2 X 12)
	12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34
	AA, A, N left justified, trailing space

	1
	Diagnosis Code x 12 each code
	8
(8 x 12)
	36, 44, 52, 60, 68, 76, 84, 92, 100, 108, 116, 124
	AANNNN 
Each left justified, trailing spaces

	2
	Procedure Code x 12 each code
	8
(8 x 12)
	132, 140,148, 156, 164,172,180, 188,196,
204, 212, 220
	NNNNNNNA
Each left justified, trailing spaces

	3
	Admission Weight
	4
	228
	NNNN (Admission Weight in grams) 

	8
	User Flag
	1
	232
	Optional field, free text

	4, 8
	Duration of Stay in Intensive Care Unit
	4
	233
	NNNN
Right justified, zero filled

	5, 8
	Duration of Mechanical Ventilation in ICU
	4
	237
	NNNN
Right justified, zero filled

	6, 8
	Hospital Generated DRG
	4
	241
	ANNA or NNNA

	7, 8
	Duration of Stay in Cardiac/Coronary Care Unit
	4
	245
	NNNN
Right justified, zero filled

	8, 11
	Duration of Non-Invasive Ventilation in ICU
	4
	249
	NNNN
Right justified, zero filled

	9
	Procedure Start Date Time
	12
	253
	DDMMYYYYHHMM

	10
	Care Plan Documented Date
	8
	265
	DDMMYYYY

	12
	Proceduralist ID
	13
	273
	XXXXXXXXXXXXX

	13
	Unplanned return to theatre
	1
	286
	N or space

	8, 14,
	Duration of Stay in Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
	4
	287
	NNNN
Right justified, zero filled

	Total
	
	287
291
	
	


All alpha characters uppercase. All numeric fields right justified with leading zeros
M	Mandatory
1	First diagnosis code is mandatory.
C	Diagnosis Cluster Identifier reported for each diagnosis code. Report spaces if DCID code/s are not reported 
2	Eighth character is F or N for procedures occurring in the contracted hospital when reported by the contracting hospital
3	Mandatory if patient aged <1 year at admission
4	Mandatory for patients cared for in an approved ICU, contracting hospitals (refer Section 3)
5	Mandatory for patients who received mechanical ventilation in an approved ICU, contracting 	hospitals (refer Section 3)
6	Optional but recommended for all hospitals with grouping software
7	Mandatory for patients cared for in an approved CCU, contracting hospitals (refer Section 3)
8	Where a field at the end of a record has a value of space(s), the record can be ended at the 	last field where a value is not space
9	Mandatory (Time – conditional mandatory) for all episodes where the first coded procedure is one identified in the ICD-10-AM/ACHI Library file as requiring Procedure Start Date Time, Mandatory for private hospital episodes in which an ECT has been performed
10	Mandatory for episodes with Care Types 6, P, 8, 9, or MC with Separation Date 7 days or 	more after Admission Date
11	Mandatory for public hospitals providing NIV in an approved ICU, public contracting 	hospitals (refer Section 3).
12	Mandatory for episodes where the first coded procedure is one identified in the ICD-10-	AM/ACHI Library file as requiring Procedure Start Date Time, and episodes where 	Procedure Start Date Time is reported.
13	Mandatory for episodes where the patient has a surgical procedure/operation identified in 	the ICD-10-AM/ACHI library file as requiring this data element to be reported.
14	Mandatory for patients cared for in an approved Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU), contracting hospitals (refer Section 3)
Reported by all Victorian hospitals (public and private)
Reported for all admitted patient episodes of care
Reported when a Separation Date is reported in the Episode Record (Data Submission Scheduling)
[bookmark: _Toc225947048]Section 8 Validation
[bookmark: _Toc217047489][bookmark: _Toc225947049]755	Invalid NICU duration (new)
	Effect
	REJECTION

	Problem
	The X5 Diagnosis Record’s Duration of NICU value is invalid.

	Remedy
	Check Duration of NICU, amend as appropriate and re-submit the X5/Y5.



[bookmark: _Toc217047494][bookmark: _Toc225947050][bookmark: _Toc217047490]756	NICU hrs, no approved NICU (new)
	Effect
	REJECTION

	Problem
	Duration of Stay in Neonatal Intensive Care Unit is reported in the X5 Diagnosis Record, but can only be reported by Hospital Campuses with an approved NICU, unless the Funding Arrangement is 1 Contract.

	Remedy
	Check Funding Arrangement (E5) and Duration of Stay in Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (X5), amend as appropriate and re-submit the E5 and/or X5.
If you believe the Hospital Campus is approved to report Duration of Stay in Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, contact the HDSS Help Desk.



[bookmark: _Toc225947051]318	MV duration > ICU/NICU stay (amend)
	Effect
	Warning

	Problem
	The X5 Diagnosis Record’s Duration of Mechanical Ventilation is longer than the total Duration of Stay in ICU and NICU. 
Note: This excludes episodes where a one‑hour difference between ‘Duration of Stay’ fields and the ‘Duration of Mechanical Ventilation’ may be due to rounding.

	Remedy
	Check Duration of Mechanical Ventilation and Duration of Stay in ICU and Duration of Stay in NICU, amend as appropriate and re-submit the X5/Y5
(i) For mechanical ventilation hours to be counted in this field, mechanical ventilation must be provided in an ICU or NICU
(ii) If the patient received mechanical ventilation in a combined ICU/CCU, report the ICU/CCU hours in the ICU field, not the CCU field
(iii) If the patient received mechanical ventilation during a contracted service in ICU/NICU at another hospital, include that period of ICU/NICU.


[bookmark: _Toc225947052]319	MV duration but no ICU/NICU stay (amend)
	Effect
	REJECTION

	Problem
	The X5 Diagnosis Record has a Duration of Mechanical Ventilation but no Duration of Stay in ICU or Duration of Stay in NICU. To be counted in this field, mechanical ventilation must be provided in ICU/NICU.

	Remedy
	Check Duration of Mechanical Ventilation and Duration of Stay in ICU and Duration of Stay in NICU, amend as appropriate and re-submit the X5/Y5.
(iv) If the patient received mechanical ventilation in a combined ICU/CCU, report the ICU/CCU hours in the ICU field, not the CCU field.
(v) If the patient received mechanical ventilation during a contracted service in ICU/NICU at another hospital, include that period of ICU/NICU.



[bookmark: _Toc225947053][bookmark: _Toc448916730][bookmark: _Toc412207096][bookmark: _Toc27144132][bookmark: _Toc43371293][bookmark: _Toc198639145]322	ICU/CCU/NICU stay > total stay (amend)
	Effect
	REJECTION

	Problem
	The X5 Diagnosis Record’s Duration of Stay in ICU and Duration of Stay in CCU and Duration of Stay is NICU is longer than the calculated Length of Stay reported on the E5 Episode Record. 
This excludes episodes with a one‑hour difference between ‘Duration of Stay’ and the calculated Length of Stay, which may be due to rounding.

	Remedy
	Check Admission Date, Admission Time, Separation Date, Separation Time (E5), Duration of Stay in ICU and the Duration of Stay in CCU and Duration of Stay in NICU (X5), amend as appropriate and re-submit the E5 and/or X5/Y5.


[bookmark: _Toc225947054]324	Incompat ICU/NICU hrs, A/C Class (amend)
	Effect
	Warning

	Problem
	The X5 Diagnosis Record has a Duration of Stay in ICU/NICU, but the E5 Episode Record’s Account Class is –N, –5, NT, PI, PJ, PK, PL, PM, PN, PO, PP, PQ, PR, PS, PT, PU, PV (where ‘–’ represents any valid character), and the Separation Mode is not T or D.

	Remedy
	Check Account Class, Separation Mode (E5) and Duration of Stay in ICU/NICU (X5). Where incorrect, amend as appropriate and re-submit the E5 and/or X5/Y5. 


[bookmark: _Toc225947055]448	ICU/NICU Stay but Care Type not Acute (amend)
	Effect
	Warning

	Problem
	The X5 Diagnosis Record has a Duration of Stay in ICU/NICU but the Care Type is not 4 Other care (Acute) including Qualified newborn or 10 Posthumous Organ Procurement.

	Remedy
	Check Care Type (E5) and Duration of Stay in ICU/NICU (X5). 
Where incorrect, amend as appropriate and re-submit the E5. 
(vi) If the ICU/NICU hours were for short periods not extending across midnight, and the patient continued care under the same Care Type, the record is correct.
(vii) If the ICU/NICU hours were longer periods (extending across midnight), the original episode should be statistically separated and a new (Acute) episode started.
(viii) If the Care Type for the whole episode is incorrect, amend this.
(ix) If the patient was not in ICU/NICU, delete the Duration of Stay in ICU/NICU.


[bookmark: _Toc198639388][bookmark: _Toc225947056]712	NIV duration but no ICU/NICU stay (amend)
	Effect
	REJECTION

	Problem
	The X5 Diagnosis Record has a Duration of Non-invasive Ventilation (NIV) but no Duration of Stay in ICU or NICU. To be counted in this field, NIV must be provided in ICU/NICU.

	Remedy
	Check Duration of NIV and Duration of Stay in ICU and Duration of Stay in NICU, amend as appropriate and re-submit the X5/Y5.


[bookmark: _Toc469494300][bookmark: _Toc27144379][bookmark: _Toc43371540][bookmark: _Toc198639389][bookmark: _Toc225947057]713	NIV duration > ICU/NICU stay (amend)
	Effect
	Warning

	Problem
	The X5 Diagnosis Record’s Duration of Non-invasive Ventilation (NIV) is longer than the Duration of Stay in ICU and the Duration of Stay in NICU.

	Remedy
	Check Duration of NIV in ICU and NICU, amend as appropriate and re-submit the X5/Y5.




[bookmark: _Toc217047505][bookmark: _Toc225947058]Update Duration of Stay in Intensive Care Unit
[bookmark: _Toc217047506][bookmark: _Toc225947059]Section 3 Data definitions
[bookmark: _Toc217047507][bookmark: _Toc225947060]Duration of Stay in Intensive Care Unit (amend)
Specification
	Definition
	Total duration of stay (hours) in an approved Intensive Care Unit (ICU) or Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU), during this episode of care.

	Field size
	4

	Layout
	NNNN or spaces Right-justified, zero-filled

	Location
	Diagnosis Record

	Reported by
	Public and private hospitals with an approved ICU/NICU, and hospitals contracting with a hospital with an approved ICU. Otherwise, report spaces.

	Reported for
	Episodes where time is spent in such an ICU/NICU. Otherwise, report spaces.

	Reported when
	A Separation Date is reported in the Episode Record.

	Code set
	A valid number in the range 0001 to 9999.

	Reporting guide
	If patient has more than one period in ICU/NICU during this episode, the total duration of all such periods is reported.
Duration is reported in hours, rounded to the nearest hour. For example, if the total duration of stay in ICU was 98 hours 15 minutes, report 98 hours. If the total duration of stay in ICU was 125 hours 30 minutes, report 126 hours.
Only the time in the ICU/NICU is counted, not time, for example, in an operating theatre.
Where a hospital has a combined ICU/CCU, the duration of stay is reported in either the ICU field or the CCU field, not both. However, where a patient receives mechanical ventilation or non-invasive ventilation in a combined ICU/CCU, report the ICU/CCU hours in the ICU field, not the CCU field.
A patient admitted to an ICU/NICU in Hospital B during a contracted service episode has the duration of that ICU/NICU stay reported by Hospital B; Hospital A also reports the hours spent in ICU/NICU in Hospital B in addition to any hours spent in ICU/NICU at Hospital A.

	
Validations
	316	Invalid ICU Duration
318	MV but no ICU/NICU stay (amend)
319	MV but no ICU/NICU stay (amend)
322	ICU/CCU/NICU Stay > total stay (amend)
324	Incompat ICU/NICU Hrs, A/C Class (amend)
448	ICU/NICU Stay but Care Type not Acute (amend)
526	ICU Hrs, no approved ICU
712	NIV duration but no ICU/NICU stay (amend)
713	NIV duration is > ICU/NICU stay (amend)




[No change to remainder of item] 
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