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[bookmark: _Hlk66712316]Clinical Practice Protocol (CPP) change log 
[bookmark: _Toc66711981]The CPP change log assists the non-emergency patient transport (NEPT) sector to transition from the 2024 edition to the 2026 edition of the CPPs.
NEPT licence holders are required to transition to the 2026 CPPs by 20 April 2026. Training in changes should be considered as part of the annual skills maintenance training cycle. 
[bookmark: _Toc135054699]2026 edition – review overview
The 2026 CPPs have been updated to reflect changes to the Non-Emergency Patient Transport Regulations 2026 (the 2026 Regulations). 
The department received valuable feedback on the 2024 CPPs from stakeholders during the regulation consultation process. As the primary aim of this version update is to align with the proposed new 2026 Regulations, the department will ensure these stakeholder insights are considered during the next clinical review update of the CPPs.
The 2026 review sought to:
clarify workforce requirements and crew mix based on patient acuity levels; and
refine existing protocols and update terminology used in the CPPs to maintain consistency with the 2026 Regulations.
This update ensures that all NEPT licence holders meet their immediate compliance obligations under the 2026 Regulations while maintaining the highest standards of patient safety.
The following Table 1 details the key amendments to the 2026 CPPs.
Grammatical and stylistic revisions have been applied throughout the CPPs to improve overall clarity and internal consistency. These minor administrative updates are not individually incorporated into the table below.



Table 1: 2026 Clinical Practice Protocol change log
	Item 
	Protocol 
	Change item

	1. 
	Clinical staff qualifications and crew mix
	Introduced Table 1: NEPT crew member qualifications, listing base qualifications for each type of crew member.

	2. 
	Clinical staff qualifications and crew mix
	Introduced Table 2: Patient acuity and NEPT crew mix, defining minimum crew requirements for each acuity level.

	3. 
	‘Suitably qualified and competent’
	Formalised clinical staffing requirements to give meaning to ‘suitably qualified and competent’ and align with the 2026 Regulations.

	4. 
	Scope of practice
	Standardised terminology for high acuity nursing staff. Uses the title CCRN (Critical Care Registered Nurse).

	5. 
	Assessment tools – Not suitable for NEPT
	Revised the description of time critical to align with the Time Critical Guidelines in the CPPs

	6. 
	Table 6 – Not suitable for NEPT
	Added footnote to cardiac-related chest pain to align with the 2026 Regulations.

	7. 
	CPP013: Cardiogenic shock 
	Additional information to cardiac-related chest pain to align with the 2026 Regulations

	8. 
	Table 11 – Checklist for completion prior to transport
	Updated the description of cardiac-related chest pain assessment to align with the 2026 Regulations. 

	9. 
	CPP029: Pain relief
	Under Table 18, amended repeat dose for Methoxyflurane to ‘3ml’ (equivalent to ‘x1 dose’).

	10. 
	CPP029: Pain relief
	Under Table 19, amended the route for Methoxyflurane to 'inhaled' only, removing 'self-administer'. 

	11. 
	Appendix 1: Abbreviations and definitions
	Expanded list to include definitions previously not provided and to set out ‘Episode of Care’ as referred to in the 2026 Regulations; revised definition for EN (Enrolled Nurse) and removed reference to ‘Division 2’. 

	12. 
	Appendix 5: ‘Double-loading’	
	Refined protocol to align with the 2026 Regulations.

	13. 
	Appendix 6: Mandatory equipment list
	Renamed ‘Minimum equipment list’ to ‘Mandatory equipment list’ to align with the 2026 Regulations.

	14. 
	Throughout
	Grammatical and stylistic revisions to improve overall clarity and internal consistency.

	15. 
	References to ‘duration of transfer/transport’
	Where applicable, ‘duration of transfer’ is now replaced with ‘duration of the episode of care’ to align with the 2026 Regulations.



To receive this document in another format email the Non-Emergency Patient Transport and First Aid Services team <NEPTFirstAidRegulation@health.vic.gov.au>.
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Health, March 2026
Available at the NEPT legislation and Clinical Practice Protocols webpage <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/patient-care/nept-legislation-and-clinical-practice-protocols
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