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[bookmark: _Toc51938683][bookmark: _Toc216886717]Executive summary
[bookmark: _Toc51938684]The revisions to the Victorian Alcohol and Drug Collection (VADC) for 2026-27 financial year are summarised below:
Amendment to a data element code description
· Amend section 5.4.12 Event – maltreatment perpetrator
 (Note this change is descriptive only and does not require data structural change).

Financial year rollover updates
· Update of consolidation date to validation XML23 - Submission Reporting Period prior to cut-off date in the VADC Data Specification 2026-27.
· Update of financial years for end of financial year reporting in the VADC Compilation and Submission Specification 2026-27.

The following final set of specifications for VADC will be published by May 2026 for implementation 1 July 2026.
· VADC Data Specification 2026-27
· VADC Compilation and Submission Specification 2026-27
· VADC XSD Schema 2026-27
(Note no changes are required to VADC XSD Schema for 2026-27).




[bookmark: _Toc216886718]Introduction
Each year the Department of Health reviews its key data collections to ensure the data collected:
· supports the department's state and national reporting obligations
· assists service planning and policy development
· reflects changes in funding and service provision arrangements for the coming financial year
· incorporates appropriate feedback from stakeholders on improvements.
As part of the VADC annual change process, proposals and feedback are invited from alcohol and other drug (AOD) stakeholders, both from within the department and from the sector, to ensure changes to the VADC are fit-for-purpose for each financial year.
All annual change proposals submitted are reviewed and assessed against a set of change criteria by the VADC Change Management Group (CMG) comprising departmental and sector representation.
[bookmark: _Hlk216276301]For the VADC 2026-27 annual change criteria, the VADC Data Custodian directed the CMG to consider “only changes deemed essential to meet national reporting obligations or key government priorities for 2026-2027”.
The proposals accepted for publication by the VADC CMG then proceeded to publication for feedback in October 2025. 
The sector feedback was reviewed by the VADC CMG to inform recommendations for VADC Data Custodian approval for implementation in the VADC from 1 July 2026.
The revisions set out in this document are approved by the VADC Data Custodian and are complete as at the date of publication. Where further changes are required during the year, for example to improve data validation rules or supporting documentation, these will be advised via regular VADC Bulletins.
Victorian service providers must ensure their software can create a data submission file in accordance with the revised specifications and ensure reporting capability is achieved.
Email VADC_data@health.vic.gov.au with any queries regarding the collection or this document.


[bookmark: _Toc51939359][bookmark: _Toc88829756][bookmark: _Toc216886719][bookmark: _Toc51939360][bookmark: _Toc88829757][bookmark: _Toc99117810][bookmark: _Toc525122719][bookmark: _Toc69734934][bookmark: _Toc99117831]Outcome of proposals
One proposal was recommended by CMG and was approved by the VADC Data Custodian for implementation to VADC in 2026-27.
· Proposal 6b (part i) – Update terminology and language used where ‘victim = victim survivor’
· CMG recommended the update of language from ‘victim’ to ‘victim survivor’ to be consistent with current Multi-Agency Risk Assessment and Management Framework (MARAM) guidelines.
CMG recommended one proposal to be deferred to 2027-28 annual changes and was approved by the VADC Data Custodian.
· Proposal 1 – Update to Client-Preferred Language codeset and format
· CMG recommended deferral of this codeset update to be consistent with other departmental data collections.

CMG did not recommend the following proposed changes for 2026-27 implementation and they were noted by the VADC Data Custodian:
· Proposal 6b (part i) – Update terminology and language used where ‘perpetrator = adult using family violence’
· CMG recommended deferral of consideration of this part of the proposal to change ‘perpetrator’ terminology, pending further MARAM policy guidance from Department of Families, Fairness and Housing’s Family Safety Victoria.
· Proposal 6b (part ii) – Allow clients to be recorded as both victim survivor and adult using family violence
· CMG recommended to not proceed with this proposed change as is against MARAM policy and practice guides.
· Proposal 6b (part iii) – Add new data element ‘Event-maltreatment adult using violence’ and end current data element ‘Event-maltreatment perpetrator’, and update associated validations
· CMG recommended to not proceed with this proposed change given the scope of the data element goes beyond family violence.
The following six proposals did not proceed for sector feedback because they did not meet the annual changes criteria of national reporting obligations or key government priorities for 2026-27:

· [bookmark: _Toc209169919]Proposal 2 – Add 'Level of Highest Educational Attainment' (HEAP) 
· [bookmark: _Toc209169920]Proposal 3 – Add 'Palestine' to Country of Birth
· [bookmark: _Toc209169921]Proposal 4 – Add Gender and Sexuality options
· [bookmark: _Toc209169922]Proposal 5 – New Peer support contact type
· Proposal 6a – Addition of Substance categories
· Proposal 6c – Inclusion of Peer Support workforce
[bookmark: _Toc51938685][bookmark: _Toc216886720]Orientation to this document
· New elements and changes to existing data elements are highlighted in green.
· Redundant values and definitions relating to existing items are highlighted yellow and struck through.
· Comments relating only to the proposal document appear in [square brackets and italics].
· New validations are marked ### where validation number has not yet been allocated.
· Validations to be changed are marked * when listed as part of a data item or below a validation table. 
· Anticipated changes are shown under the appropriate VADC specification section headings.


[bookmark: _Toc216886721][bookmark: _Toc525122743][bookmark: _Toc69734958][bookmark: _Toc136265153]VADC Data Specification changes for 2026-27
[bookmark: _Toc216886722][bookmark: _Hlk153968637]5 Data element definitions
[bookmark: _Toc69734964][bookmark: _Toc199254482]5.4.12 Event— maltreatment perpetrator—N
	Identifying and definitional attributes

	Definition
	The perpetrator of maltreatment towards the client

	Value domain attributes

	Representational attributes

	Representation class
	Code
	Data type
	Number

	Format
	N
	Maximum character length
	1

	Permissible values
	Value
	Meaning

	
	0
	Spouse/Domestic Partner

	
	1
	Parent

	
	2
	Other Family member

	
	3
	Carer

	
	4
	Friend/acquaintance

	
	5
	Official authorities

	
	6
	Person unknown to the victim survivor

	
	7
	Multiple persons unknown to the victim survivor (gang)

	Supplementary values
	Value
	Meaning

	
	8
	Other specified perpetrator

	
	9
	Unspecified perpetrator

	Data element attributes

	Reporting attributes 

	Reporting requirements
	Conditional-
Mandatory when maltreatment code is NOT “no maltreatment” and when service provided is related to potential client/client’s own alcohol or other drug use.
Where multiple categories apply, report the most clinically significant.

	Collection and usage attributes

	Guide for use
	Report when maltreatment code is not 0 or 9 or null.
Must be null when maltreatment code is “no maltreatment” or when service provided is for a family member or significant other of an alcohol or drug user.
	Code 0
	Use this code for spouses and domestic partners including ex-partner, ex-spouse

	Code 1
	Parents including adoptive, natural, step, parents partner cohabiting. Excludes; foster parent, parent’s partner non-cohabiting

	Code 2
	Includes sister, brother, cousin, grandchild, grandparent, niece and nephew, son and daughter, step sibling, uncle and aunt

	Code 3
	Includes babysitter, foster parent, health care provider, nursing home, hostel and boarding house carer, school teacher

	Code 4
	Includes employer, employee and co-worker, family friend, neighbour, parents partner non-cohabiting

	Code 5
	Official authorities include Correctional services, Immigration personal, military personnel, police, ranger, security guard, sheriff, special constable

	Code 6
	Use this code for strangers

	Code 7
	Use this code for gangs, mobs

	Code 8
	Other specified perpetrator [of maltreatment]

	Code 9
	Unspecified perpetrator [of maltreatment]




	Source and reference attributes

	Definition source
	Department of Health

	Definition source identifier
	

	Value domain source
	Based on International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems 10th Revision (ICD-10)-WHO Version: 2019/Chapter XX

	Value domain identifier
	https://icd.who.int/browse10/2019/en#/Y07

	Relational attributes

	Related concepts
	Event

	Related data elements
	Event-maltreatment perpetrator

	Edit/validation rules
	AOD0 value not in codeset for reporting period 

	
	AOD177 maltreatment code OR maltreatment perpetrator not recorded for person of concern where family violence recorded

	
	AOD178 maltreatment with no maltreatment perpetrator  

	
	AOD179 maltreatment perpetrator and no maltreatment

	Other related information
	


[bookmark: _Toc216886723]6 Edit/Validation Rules
Table 5.a Data Element edit/validation rules
	ID
	XML Logic Description
	XML Logic file description
	Source
	Status

	XML23
	Submission Reporting Period prior to cut-off date.
Current cut-off date >=010120262027 and Reporting Period date <0720252026
	Reporting period is earlier than the annual cut-off date.
	VADC Compilation and Submission Specification
	File load fail






[bookmark: _Toc216886724]VADC Compilation and Submission Specification changes for 2026-27
[bookmark: _Toc10530507][bookmark: _Toc10631962][bookmark: _Toc198891342][bookmark: _Toc216886725]8 End of financial year reporting
[bookmark: _Toc198891343]8.1	Format
The file reporting period determines the financial year format/values reported. 
Submissions with reporting periods prior to July 20252026 must use 2024-25 2025-26 format/values for all records.
For submissions where reporting period is July 20252026 onwards, the service event end date of the episode determines the format/values applicable:
Service event end date prior to 1 July 20252026 must use 2024-25 2025-26 format/values in a separate XML file submission using the corresponding reporting period.
Service event end date 1 July 20252026 or later must use 2025-262026-27 format/values.
For clients in an open service event on 30 June 20252026 this may involve updating service event data previously reported in a June submission from 2024-25 2025-26 format/values to 2025-262026-27 format/values.

Table 14: End of financial year reporting 
	Service event start date
	Service event end date
	Service event ID
	Financial year format/value
	XML format

	25/06/20252026
	30/06/20252026
	0000077777
	2024-25 2025-26
	Closed service events prior to 1 July 20252026, use 2024-25 2025-26 format

	20/06/20252026
	[NULL]
	0000066666
	2025-262026-27
	
Open service event or end dated from 1 July 20252026, use 2025-262026-27 format

	01/07/20252026
	10/07/2025
	0000088888
	2025-262026-27
	

	02/07/20252026
	[NULL]
	0000033333
	2025-262026-27
	


[bookmark: _Toc38482668]
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