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[bookmark: _Toc216893590]Global Updates
[bookmark: _Toc216893591][bookmark: _Toc1383536039]Annual changes 2026-27
The Annual Changes Governance Committee (ACGC) has considered all the feedback provided and made recommendations to the Deputy Secretary Hospitals and Health Services about which proposals should be implemented. The following proposals have been approved:
Victorian Admitted Episodes Dataset (VAED)
New data element for reporting the number of hours in Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU)
New data element for reporting Impairment – paediatric
Update the reference file for Preferred Language to ASCL 2025 - deferred implementation for 18 months, until 1 July 2027
Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
Revised VEMD submission timelines from daily to weekly – effective from 1 January 2026
Amendment to the Departure Status data elements
New data element for Referred By
New validations for Ambulance Destination Date/Time
Update the reference file for Preferred Language to ASCL 2025 - deferred implementation for 18 months, until 1 July 2027
Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
Add Intended Procedure codes to include reporting of surveillance endoscopy
Victorian Integrated Non-Admitted Health Minimum Dataset (VINAH MDS)
Update the reference file for Preferred Language to ASCL 2025 - deferred implementation for 18 months, until 1 July 2027
Specifications for the relevant data collections will be distributed via email to HDSS Bulletin subscribers before 31 December 2025 and will be published on the HDSS website in January 2026. To subscribe to the HDSS Bulletin, please submit a request via the online form <https://forms.office.com/r/tyAUiXR3vb>.
[bookmark: _Toc216893592]Victorian Mapping for NWAU 2025-26
The Victorian ‘Mapping for NWAU’ document has been updated for 2025-26 to include the service event derivation rules and will be published shortly on the HDSS website <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/national-funding-model-implementation-resources>. 

[bookmark: _Toc216893593]Agency Information Management System (AIMS)
[bookmark: _Toc216893594]AIMS Daily Capacity and Occupancy Register (DCOR) data collection
[bookmark: _Int_RRhSsAqY]Reporting to the AIMS Daily Capacity and Occupancy Register (DCOR) remains mandatory for the 28 public hospital campuses identified in HDSS Bulletin Issue 285 (published 25 June 2025).
· Reporting frequency: Data must be submitted for each day at the campus level. Data can be submitted daily, or at other time/s at the hospital’s discretion, but each day’s data must be complete by 1:00pm the next Monday.
· Submission deadline: DCOR data for the preceding 7-day period (Monday to Sunday) must be submitted by 1:00pm each Monday.
· Reminder emails: System-generated non-compliance emails are issued after 1pm on Mondays to campuses with incomplete reporting for any day in the preceding 14 days. These emails are sent to the HealthCollect Portal user who most recently opened the DCOR webform.
Festive period adjustments: 
· System-generated non-compliance emails will be sent as usual on Monday 22 December 2025, and will list dates for which reporting is incomplete in the period from 8 to 21 December 2025 inclusive
· System-generated non-compliance emails will then be suspended until Monday 5 January 2026
· System-generated non-compliance emails will be reinstated on Monday 5 January 2026 and will identify incomplete reporting from 22 December 2025 to 4 January 2026 only
· DCOR data submissions for 22 December 2025 to 4 January 2026 inclusive must be completed by 1pm on Monday 5 January 2026
Notwithstanding the suspension of the system-generated non-compliance emails for DCOR, it remains the responsibility of health services to complete DCOR data submissions. 
Where additional HealthCollect logins are needed to ensure ongoing reporting compliance during periods of staff leave, for the DCOR and other AIMS data collections, these must be requested by completing the HealthCollect Portal User Request Form <https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=H2DgwKwPnESciKEExOufKII_2IfNHexFkH_EAj2AB_tUNzE3UEZWTlpPNlc0WUhaMERaMEw1SjRDSSQlQCN0PWcu> and sending an email to the HDSS HelpDesk <HDSS.Helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au> from the senior hospital officer authorising the requested access. Please allow 2 business days for processing these requests. 
[bookmark: _Toc216893595]AIMS Statutory Duty of Candour (SDC) for Q1 2025-26
The AIMS Statutory Duty of Candour (SDC) data collection for Quarter 1 of 2025-26 has been released to the HealthCollect portal, and is due to be completed by COB Wednesday 14 January 2026 by all in-scope agencies, including public and private hospital campuses, registered day procedure centres, public sector residential aged care services and registered mobile anaesthetic services.
Data to be submitted for Quarter 1 encompasses the number of SAPSEs identified in the period 1.7.2025 to 30.9.2025 and SDC activity related to those SAPSEs that was undertaken in the period 1.7.2025 to 31.12.2025, as noted in the following table, found in the AIMS manual:
SAPSE reporting schedule and AIMS Selector Year and Period to find SDC data collection form:
	Quarter SAPSE identified
	6-month period of SDC process
	Due date for submission of SAPSE events
	AIMS Selector: Year
	AIMS Selector: Period

	Apr-Jun 2025
	Apr-Sep 2025
	1-14 Oct 2025
	2024-25
	4th Quarter

	Jul-Sep 2025
	Jul-Dec 2025
	1-14 Jan 2026
	2025-26
	1st Quarter

	Oct-Dec 2025
	Oct 2025-Mar 2026
	1-14 Apr 2026
	2025-26
	2nd Quarter

	Jan-Mar 2026
	Jan-Jun 2026
	1-14 Jul 2026
	2025-26
	3rd Quarter

	Apr-Jun 2026
	Apr-Sep 2026
	1-14 Oct 2026
	2025-26
	4th Quarter



Further information about the AIMS Statutory Duty of Candour data collection is available in the AIMS manual < https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/agency-information-management-system-aims> .
If access is required to HealthCollect to submit this data, please refer to the final pages of this Bulletin for a link to the HealthCollect Portal User Request Form.
[bookmark: _Toc216893596]Victorian Admitted Episode Dataset (VAED)
[bookmark: _Toc216893597]Failed Submission Files
There has been an increase in failed VAED submissions this financial year, mainly due to incorrect record formats or invalid Header Record (H5) dates. Health services are responsible for ensuring files meet processing requirements as outlined in the VAED manual.
Common Submission Errors:
· Header Record dates invalid, future, or spanning different months
· Incorrect hospital code in Header or Trailer records
· Missing Header (H5) or Trailer (T5, U5) records
· Wrong data file uploaded (e.g., other collection or wrong campus)
Common Cause: Invalid Header Record dates.
Requirements:
· Start Date: Must be one day after the previous file’s End Date (e.g., previous End Date 31/01/2026 → next Start Date 01/02/2026).
· End Date: Must be after the Start Date and within the same month (e.g., Start 25/01/2026 → End 31/01/2026 accepted; End 02/02/2026 rejected).
· Exception: The last (previous) reported header dates may be re-submitted. Identical Start and End dates may be reused in the next file.
· Dates cannot be future date - that is, these dates must be less than (before) the date on which the submission file is uploaded.
· No gaps between previous End Date and next Start Date.
The department does not approve of health services altering either the Start Date or End Date within the extract itself. It is expected that health services' contractual arrangements with software vendors require vendors to provide software that allows health services to meet their statutory reporting requirements.
Check files before uploading to the MFT portal to confirm the required file is being uploaded. Full specifications are in the VAED manual:
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/victorian-admitted-episodes-dataset
In addition, please ensure you download and review the edit report returned after each file submission to ensure that the data submitted has been accepted. If the edit report has not been received within four hours, please email HDSS Helpdesk to enquire about the issue.
[bookmark: _Toc216893598]Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
[bookmark: _Toc216893599]Change in VEMD Reporting Frequency
Effective 1 January 2026 the frequency of VEMD reporting will change from daily to weekly. 
Hospitals are now required to submit VEMD data at least once a week, though they can still choose to continue to submit data daily. Data for all presentations for each week, must be submitted by midday every Tuesday for the preceding week (Monday – Sunday, up to midnight).

[bookmark: _Toc154068092][bookmark: _Toc216893600]Daily reporting expectations during Christmas/New Year period
The department is aware that staff leave between Christmas and New Year will have an impact on maintaining daily reporting to the VEMD, therefore compliance during this period will be relaxed.
Health services unable to report data between Christmas and New Year must ensure data submissions are up to date by Tuesday 6 January 2026.



Contacts
The Data Collections unit manages several Victorian health data collections including:
· Victorian Admitted Episodes Dataset (VAED)
· Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
· Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
· Agency Information Management System (AIMS)
· Victorian Integrated Non-Admitted Health Minimum Dataset (VINAH)
The HDSS Bulletin is produced at intervals to provide:
· answers to common questions recently directed to the HDSS help desk
· communication regarding the implementation of revisions to data collection specifications, including notification of amendments to specified data collection reference tables
· feedback on selected data quality studies undertaken
· information on upcoming events
Website
HDSS website  <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/health-data-standards-and-systems>
HDSS help desk 
Enquiries regarding data collections and requests for standard reconciliation reports email
HDSS help desk <HDSS.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>
[bookmark: _Toc216893601]Submission Portals
Request access to the HealthCollect Portal
The HealthCollect Portal is used to complete reporting to AIMS data collections, upload VINAH submission files, and other applications including the Perinatal webform used by private homebirth midwives. To request a new HealthCollect account, or to request an update of an existing HealthCollect account, complete the HealthCollect Portal User Request Form and email written authorisation from a senior officer at your health service to <hdss.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>. Requests for access aim to be processed by HDSS HelpDesk within two business days of receiving the submitted form and written authorisation.
Request access to the MFT Portal
The MFT portal provides a secure data transfer for data submission, and return of reports generated following the processing of submission files. The data collections listed below are submitted via the MFT portal:
· Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
· Non-Admitted Data Collection (NADC)
· Victorian Alcohol and Drug Collection (VADC)
· Victorian Admitted Episode Dataset (VAED)
· Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
· Victorian Perinatal Data Collection (VPDC)
To request a new MFT account, or to request an update of an existing MFT account, complete the Request access to the MFT portal form and email written authorisation from a senior officer at your health service to <hdss.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>. Requests for access aim to be processed by HDSS HelpDesk within two business days of receiving the submitted form and written authorisation.


	To receive this publication in another format email HDSS help desk <HDSS.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>.
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Health, 18 December 2025.
Available at HDSS Bulletins <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/communications>
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