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[bookmark: _Toc214432761]Global Updates
[bookmark: _Toc214432762]HDSS Helpdesk support - include data collection/ application in email subject line
The HDSS HelpDesk receives a high volume of emails from many stakeholders enquiring about a wide range of topics.
To help us triage your enquiry appropriately, please ensure emails to the HDSS HelpDesk indicate in the ‘Subject’ line which data collection/application the question relates to. Additional information clarifying the query will help to direct the email to the appropriate team for a response.
For example: VAED MFT, VPDC Errors, ESIS Test submission, AIMS S12, VINAH HealthCollect portal etc.
[bookmark: _Toc214432763]Updated Campus Code Table (VEMD, VAED, ESIS)
The following public facilities have been added to the updated campus code table available on the HDSS website:
	Hospital / Campus name
	Campus code
	Effective date

	Cranbourne Community Hospital
	2850
	6 October 2025

	Parkville Youth Mental Health and Wellbeing Service
	5800
	1 July 2025



The following private facilities have been added to the updated campus code table available on the HDSS website:
	Hospital / Campus name
	Campus code
	Effective date

	Fullarton Clinic
	7640
	25 September 2025

	Anam Cara House Geelong
	7620
	1 July 2025



The following public and private facilities have been removed from the updated campus code table available on the HDSS website:
	Hospital / Campus name
	Campus code
	Effective date

	Nyah - Swan Hill District Health
	1492
	30 June 2025

	North Eastern Rehabilitation Centre
	7070
	30 June 2025

	Sunshine Private Day Hospital
	7530
	30 June 2025


[bookmark: _Toc214432764]Annual changes 2026-27
Proposals for changes to the Victorian Admitted Episode Dataset (VAED), Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD), Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS), and Victorian Integrated Non-Admitted Health Minimum Data Set (VINAH MDS) are now available on the HDSS website. There are no proposed changes for the Agency Information Management System (AIMS) or the Victorian Cost Data Collection (VCDC). The single proposal concerning VINAH MDS is included with proposals for revisions across multiple data collections.
The feedback period has now closed. The department thanks all health services for their valuable input. All proposals and feedback will be reviewed by the Annual Changes Governance Committee, which will recommend changes for implementation. Final approval will be sought from the Deputy Secretary, Hospitals and Health Services. Updates on approved changes will be communicated in future bulletins and on the HDSS website. For further details, please visit the HDSS website <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/annual-changes>.
[bookmark: _Toc214432765]Agency Information Management System (AIMS)
[bookmark: _Toc214432766]AIMS manual for 2025-26 – updated and amendment for AIMS Urgent Care Centre reporting
The AIMS manual for 2025-26 was published to the HDSS website in September. An updated version has now been released and is available at the AIMS webpage <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/agency-information-management-system-aims>. 
[bookmark: _Toc214432767]Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
[bookmark: _Toc214432768]Reporting of ASA score

From July 2025, health services commenced reporting ASA score at the time of patient registration to the planned surgery preparation list to the Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS).
Determining a patient’s ASA score at registration provides health services valuable insights into a patient’s perioperative risk and promotes optimal care delivery. This includes tailored patient optimisation pathways, identification of patients who may benefit from alternative care pathways, ensuring quality and safe surgical care, as well, as system efficiencies to deliver timely care.
In the first quarter of reporting, approximately 23% of statewide planned surgery registrations have reported an ASA score with several health services reporting ASA score for over 80% of their registrations.
We would like to extend our thanks to our health service partners for implementing this important reporting change and look forward to seeing continued improvements in ASA reporting over the coming months, including a reduction in reporting of ASA code 9.
If you would like to discuss any implementation challenges or reporting concerns, please contact plannedcare@health.vic.gov.au
[bookmark: _Toc214432769]Timely correction of S315 errors
Health services must resolve all S315 Clinical Urgency Category 1 exceeding 30 days notifiable errors by the ESIS clean date or notify the department if a genuine Category 1 breach has occurred. 
Notifiable errors that are not true Category 1 overdue breaches but require vendor involvement to fix must be actively and promptly managed by the health service. 
If a notifiable error in the Edit report is not a true breach, email HDSS Helpdesk with the subject: ESIS – Notifiable – Data Error – (Submission Org ID & Name).
Any unresolved S315 errors after the clean date will be escalated to the Planned Care, Recovery and Reform team in the department who monitor ESIS performance. This team will contact the health service CEO for an explanation of the Category 1 breach.
[bookmark: _Toc160807586][bookmark: _Toc161231594][bookmark: _Toc214432770]Reminder to reconcile ESIS data
Regular reconciliation of ESIS data is essential to maintain accuracy. Data submissions should align with internal systems to ensure consistency and reliability. Health services must implement processes to ensure monthly reconciliation occurs.
After each ESIS submission, health services must review the returned reports available in your MFT Pickup folder. These reports are provided in two zip files:
· ODS: A snapshot of ESIS data successfully loaded for the current financial year.
· Edits: Data validations and waiting list performance data such as episodes waiting RFS by urgency category
[bookmark: _Toc214432771]Victorian Admitted Episode Dataset (VAED)
[bookmark: _Toc214432772]Diagnosis Cluster Identifier (DCID) reporting
The HDSS helpdesk has received some queries about DCID implementation. As per HDSS bulletin 284, a hospital should begin DCID reporting when it is both technically and operationally ready.
Once a hospital starts reporting DCID, it must assign a valid DCID to all diagnoses in all episodes from the date of DCID implementation onward (e.g. separations occurring on or after 1 September). The department does not support valid DCID values for only some episodes within a month. Therefore, software should be configured so that reporting begins from a designated effective date, with no DCID values assigned to episodes before that date.
Hospitals are not required to retrospectively assign DCID values to episodes coded prior to the activation of DCID reporting in the PAS, even if episodes coded before DCID commencement are audited.

[bookmark: _Toc214432773]Library file update
In the Thirteenth Edition, several existing codes had their long and/or short descriptions revised. Some of these revisions were minor, and not all updates were included in the Thirteenth Edition ICD-10-AM/ACHI VAED library file.
All code description updates will be incorporated into the library file, and an updated version will be released soon. For access to the latest file, please contact the HDSS helpdesk <hdss.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>.
A reminder that in accordance with the department’s licence agreement with IHACPA, the department can only release the ICD-10-AM/ACHI VAED library file to health services, hospitals and software vendors for the purpose of reporting coded data to the department. Additionally:
Hospitals must not share the file with external third parties. 
Hospitals must limit access to their clinical coding tools containing this licenced material to employees residing in a licenced country.
Software vendors must only use the file to facilitate reporting of clinical codes by hospitals to the department. Software vendors wanting to use the clinical codes for other purposes can apply for a software developer licence with IHACPA.
Researchers (including health service staff wishing to undertake research) who require access to the full list of clinical codes can apply for a research licence with IHACPA.

[bookmark: _Toc214432774]Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
[bookmark: _Toc214432775]VEMD Editor not supported after 2025-26
As stated in HDSS Bulletin 282, the VEMD Editor will no longer be updated or supported after the 2025–26 financial year due to platform incompatibility. 
Health services are encouraged to prepare for this change by introducing improved error messaging at the time of data entry and/or implementing the ability to run initial internal checks on VEMD data before submitting it to the department.
Alternatively, health services can upload the VEMD file directly into MFT and address errors identified in the Edit report.
[bookmark: _Toc214432776]VEMD Data Quality Extracts
Regular YTD extracts for the 2025-26 financial year are now available via MFT in the VEMD pickup folder.
These extracts were distributed on 6 November and will be redistributed after 14 December.
We expect health services to review monthly data quality extracts and resubmit corrections by the final clean dates in the data submission timeline. 
An email outlining the details of the data quality extracts has been sent to all VEMD contacts.
[bookmark: _Toc214432777]Victorian Integrated Non-Admitted Health Minimum Data Set (VINAH MDS) 
[bookmark: _Toc161231602][bookmark: _Toc199311746][bookmark: _Toc199411197][bookmark: _Toc214432778]Corrections to the VINAH MDS manual 2025-26
The following updates will be published in the next VINAH MDS manual
Section 9 - code set
Contact Campus Code
	Data Element Name
	Code Set Identifier
	Code Set Type
	Code
	Descriptor
	Reportable Requirements
	Change

	Contact Campus Code
	HL70115
	Code Set
	1492
	Swan Hill District Health [Nyah]
	Cease reporting as of 30/06/2025
	Update

	Contact Campus Code
	HL70115
	Code Set
	2750
	Northern Health [Mernda Community Hospital]
	Reportable as of 24/11/2025
	Add


Contact Provider Code
	Data Element Name
	Code Set Identifier
	Code Set Type
	Code
	Descriptor
	Reportable Requirements
	Change

	Contact Campus Code
	990012
	Code Set
	2750
	Northern Health [Mernda Community Hospital]
	Reportable as of 24/11/2025
	Add


Episode Campus Code
	Data Element Name
	Code Set Identifier
	Code Set Type
	Code
	Descriptor
	Reportable Requirements
	Change

	Episode Campus Code
	HL70115
	Code Set 
	1492
	Swan Hill District Health [Nyah]
	Cease reporting as of 30/06/2025
	Update

	Episode Campus Code
	HL70115
	Code Set
	2750
	Northern Health [Mernda Community Hospital]
	Reportable as of 24/11/2025
	Add





Contacts
The Data Collections unit manages several Victorian health data collections including:
· Victorian Admitted Episodes Dataset (VAED)
· Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
· Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
· Agency Information Management System (AIMS)
· Victorian Integrated Non-Admitted Health Minimum Dataset (VINAH)
The HDSS Bulletin is produced at intervals to provide:
· answers to common questions recently directed to the HDSS help desk
· communication regarding the implementation of revisions to data collection specifications, including notification of amendments to specified data collection reference tables
· feedback on selected data quality studies undertaken
· information on upcoming events
Website
HDSS website  <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/health-data-standards-and-systems>
HDSS help desk 
Enquiries regarding data collections and requests for standard reconciliation reports email
HDSS help desk HDSS.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au
[bookmark: _Toc214432779]Submission Portals
Request access to the HealthCollect Portal
The HealthCollect Portal is used to complete reporting to AIMS data collections, upload VINAH submission files, and other applications including the Perinatal webform used by private homebirth midwives. To request a new HealthCollect account, or to request an update of an existing HealthCollect account, complete the HealthCollect Portal User Request Form <https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=H2DgwKwPnESciKEExOufKIQCYRhq7MNNvvjya8xeYoZUNzE3UEZWTlpPNlc0WUhaMERaMEw1SjRDSS4u> and email written authorisation from a senior officer at your health service to <hdss.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>. Requests for access aim to be processed by HDSS HelpDesk within two business days of receiving the submitted form and written authorisation.
Request access to the MFT Portal
The MFT portal provides a secure data transfer for data submission, and return of reports generated following the processing of submission files. The data collections listed below are submitted via the MFT portal:
· Elective Surgery Information System (ESIS)
· Non-Admitted Data Collection (NADC)
· Victorian Alcohol and Drug Collection (VADC)
· Victorian Admitted Episode Dataset (VAED)
· Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD)
· Victorian Perinatal Data Collection (VPDC)
To request a new MFT account, or to request an update of an existing MFT account, complete the Request access to the MFT portal < https://forms.office.com/r/90M6ycMisX> form and email written authorisation from a senior officer at your health service to <hdss.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>. Requests for access aim to be processed by HDSS HelpDesk within two business days of receiving the submitted form and written authorisation.

	To receive this publication in another format email HDSS help desk <HDSS.helpdesk@health.vic.gov.au>.
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Health, 19 November 2025.
Available at HDSS Bulletins <https://www.health.vic.gov.au/data-reporting/communications>
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