
Compulsory assessment and treatment flow chart

Examination of a person who appears to have mental illness by a 
Registered Medical Practitioner or Authorised Mental Health Practitioner

ASSESSMENT ORDER
made if the compulsory assessment criteria apply

TEMPORARY TREATMENT ORDER (TTO)
made if the treatment criteria apply

TREATMENT ORDER (TO)
made if the treatment criteria apply

Inpatient assessment order Community assessment order
Variation 

between settings

Inpatient TTO

If authorised psychiatrist varies a
community treatment order to an inpatient

treatment order - Tribunal must conduct
hearing within 28 days (unless order is

varied back to a community order)

Community TTO
Variation between 

settings by AP

Inpatient Treatment Order
Max 6 months for adult

Max 3 months for under 18 years

Community Treatment Order
Max 6 months for adult

Max 3 months for under 18 years

Variation between 
settings by AP

Tribunal conducts hearing within 28 days of TTO being made

within 24 hours of
person arriving 

at DMHS

within 24 hours of
order being made

*Treatment only 
with consent or 
urgent treatment to 
prevent serious 
harm (to person or 
another) or serious 
deterioration

*If at any time the 
treatment criteria no 
longer apply to the 
person the TTO or 
Treatment Order 
must be immediately 
revoked

*If at any time the 
treatment criteria no 
longer apply to the 
person the TTO or 
Treatment Order 
must be immediately 
revoked

Within 24 hours of examination

Examination of person subject to 
assessment order by authorised psychiatrist

Assessment Order is revoked
 if compulsory treatment criteria 

do not apply

TTO is revoked if compulsory 
treatment criteria do not apply

Mental Health Tribunal hearing

Authorised psychiatrist may apply to the Tribunal for a further 
order if satisfied the treatment criteria still apply to the person


