Emergency issue of blood

Offsite or core hours transfusion service

To be read in conjunction with Emergency use group O red blood cells (RBC) communique.
Do not delay an urgent transfusion to wait for crossmatched units.

[ Patient requires emergency blood ]

v

Consider activation of local MTP
Inform laboratory:

e clinical information

Contact transfusion laboratory on phone:

« requirement for urgent blood for this patient

« anticipated ongoing requirements/intention to transfer patient

"

Is there a group and screen available and/or crossmatch
compatible blood for this patient in the blood fridge?

v

Yes ¢

&No

« Transfuse compatible blood as required
« Request further urgent blood if required

Laboratory will provide most suitable units and provide
timeframe for delivery

\

Collect crossmatch specimen as per local protocol — ASAP
« Send to transfusion laboratory urgently

« Consider patient transfer

« Inform laboratory that emergency group O RBC used

policy and protocols

N

Y

v

e B
Female > 50 years Female = 50 years
OR OR
Male > 18 years Male =18 years
OR
Unsure of sex or age
OR
Known anti-D
\ J
Yes \J, ¢ Yes
N
Change to ABO group specific RBC ASAP Up to 4 units of Up to 4 units of
If patient received RhD positive RBC it O RhD positive RBC O RhD negative RBC
is reasonable to continue with RhD (blue tag) (pink tag)
positive RBC
7 ! ’
( More blood required )
o ¢ A 4 N
Activate local MTP - if not previously activated Emergency use
Contact transfusion laboratory on phone: group O RBC from
Inform laboratory: blood fridge
« for need for urgent blood for this patient Consider emergency
« clinical information use O RhD Positive
« anticipated ongoing requirements/intention to transfer patient RBC — irrespective
of age or sex
Yes . No ¢ Inform laboratory
Is there a group and screen available and/or crossmatch LS emergency group
compatible blood for this patient in the blood fridge? O RBC used
. J \ J
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