
Changes to the Nurses Act

The Victorian Nurses Act 1993 has changed as of 7 April 2004, providing for the
endorsement of registration of nurses registered in division 2 who have completed 
an approved course of study in medication administration. Refer to Section 8C of
the above mentioned act at

http://www.dms.dpc.vic.gov.au/ 
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Approval in Principle applications 
Over the last six month there has been a large number of Applications for Approval in
Principle received by the Private Hospitals Unit for new constructions or re-developments
to metropolitan and rural private healthcare facilities. 

Although many have been approved and are currently in construction, major delays 
were experienced due to incomplete applications or inadequate plans submitted.

To eliminate unnecessary delays, we encourage proprietors to double check proposed
documents for submission against the application kit instructions and current design
guidelines listed on the Private Hospitals Unit website.

In addition, for specific clarifications, we encourage you to call Private Hospitals Unit
or make an appointment to meet one of our authorised officers, prior to submission.

Appropriate registration prior to occupancy
Proprietors are encouraged to ensure that an application to register or vary the registration
for the facility has been submitted well in advance of works completion. The Application of
Approval in Principle (AIP) does not include granting of registration or variation of registration.

For a checklist of the relevant compliance certificates required prior to the department’s
pre-occupancy visit contact the Private Hospitals Unit on 9616 2164. 

In addition to the relevant certificates of compliance, other items that should be in place
prior to the DHS inspection include: curtains, door locks, directional signs, emergency
evacuation maps, suction and oxygen connections, soap and towel dispensers, and where
applicable relevant policies and procedures.

Welcome to the second edition of the
private hospitals newsletter.  

The newsletter aims to provide information
of relevance and interest to the proprietors
of private hospitals and day procedure
centres in Victoria.  

It will be sent to proprietors and also be
available at:

www.health.vic.gov.au/privatehospitals

There is useful information to assist you 
as a proprietor to fulfil your legislative
responsibilities.

Noreen Dowd
Director, Programs
Metropolitan Health 
and Aged Care Services,
Department of Human Services

From the Director, Programs



Annual inspections
Items generally required for the annual inspection include: policies and procedure
manuals, maintenance records, education records, infection control management plan,
a few patient histories, complaints register, admission and discharge documentation,
cleaning schedule, staff roster and where applicable, transfer agreements, theatre
register, steriliser validation documents, microbiology results for endoscopy equipment.

Furthermore, please be aware that in terms of infection control in endoscopy, evidence
of compliance with the ASNZS 4187:2003 is required particularly in terms of: 

• The thermal disinfection of all re-usable endoscopy brushes, thus reprocessing via an
automatic disinfector (e.g. Soluscope or Medivator) is insufficient. 

• All staff involved in the reprocessing of endoscopy equipment must undergo an annual
competency assessment.

Changes to the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled
Substances Regulations
The Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Amendment) Regulations 2004 No 43
and the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances (Division 2 Nurses Amendment)
Regulations 2004, No 44 have commenced on the 18 May 2004. For further details 
refer to http://www.dms.dpc.vic.gov.au/   

Changes to the drugs of addiction administration
(S8) registers
Revised drug of addiction registers aimed at allowing additional spaces for recording 
of patient UR number and prompt for signatures and printed name have been approved
for circulation. For further information refer to www.vduac.org.au

Changes to the Private Hospitals Unit Team
Anne-Maree Szauer has been seconded to Ambulance Services for a project on the
development of regulations for the non-emergency transfer services. Once completed
and ascended, these regulations will be implemented under the Private Hospitals Unit
umbrella, at which time Anne-Maree re-joins the team. We wish Anne-Maree all the best
with her new role and look forward her return to the unit in the near future. 

Helen D’Offay has been appointed as our new Senior Nurse Advisor, to support the
growing Private Hospitals Unit.

Helen brings to the team a wealth of knowledge and experience in surgical,
rehabilitation and critical care nursing. Welcome Helen!



Websites of interest
• The new edition of the “Infection control guidelines for the prevention of

transmission of infectious diseases in the healthcare setting” – January 2004
(endorsed by AHMAC) is now available online at www.icg.health.gov.au

• For clarification on the Annual Essential Services Report (Form 15) as required 
at the annual inspection refer to the Building Regulations 1994, Section 11.5 at
http://www.dms.dpc.vic.gov.au

• The regulation of the re-manufacture of single use devises has commenced late 
2003 with a two-year transition period. The implications are that any facility wishing 
to re-manufacture medical devices labelled as "single use" or "single patient use" will
need to comply with the regulatory requirements for a manufacturer of medical devices
as described in the Therapeutic Goods Act 1989 and the Therapeutic Goods (Medical
Devices) Regulations 2002. For further information refer to
http://www.health.gov.au/tga/devices/sudreg.htm

• The GENCA Guidelines on Infection Control in Endoscopy has been updated 
and published late last year. To purchase a copy of the current 2nd edition refer to
http://www.gesa.org.au/ or contact GENCA directly on 02 9256 5454.

• For an updated listing of currently registered private hospitals and day procedure
centres, as well as necessary application kits and notification forms relevant to private
health care providers refer to http://www.health.vic.gov.au/privatehospitals

For further information contact
Toula Drakopoulos on phone 9616 2164
or email toula.drakopoulos@dhs.vic.gov.au
Private Hospitals Unit, Metropolitan Health 
& Aged Care Services Division
Department of Human Services,
Level 10, 589 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000


