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Caring for our Community
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19 October 2004

Dr J Goodall
Legislation Review
Public Health

Department of Human Services
GPO Box 1670N
Melbourne Vie 3001
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Dear Dr Goodall

REVIEWOF THEHEALTHACT 1958

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and I would submit the following:

1. I would support the name 'Population Health Act' as it will help to increase the focus the act
should have on the health of the population.

2. I strongly support the promotion of public health as we need to significandy increase health
promotion activities if we are to improve the health and well being of our communities.

3. Public health plans should continue to be developed in conjunction with the community and
local health care providers. The health plan could be for a 3 year period and a joint exercise
(between shires and local health providers) if it is to be beneficial in improving the populations
health.-
The concept of 'Health, Welling Being Plans' linked to corporate plan of municipalities and
health care agencies is to be supported.

4. The Act should encourage a more pro-active approach to health promotion and risk
prevention.

5. Health Impact Assessment should be introduced in the new Act to ensure health issues are
considered in all developmental initiatives to prevent any potential adverse health events as a
result of such initiatives.
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6. Risk Management! is now a basic ingredient of good planning and a common risk management
frame work would assist and guide organisations and increase the focus on risk prevention.

7. The Act needs to be worded so that it is simple and clear to understand and not cluttered with
legal jargon that is difficult to interpret and implement.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Yours sincerely

Ormond Pears on
Chief ExecutiveOfficer
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