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5 November,2004

DrRobertHall
DirectorPublicHelathandChiefHealthOfficer
DepartmentofHumanServices
GPOBox1670N
MELBOURNEVIC3001

DrHall

RE: ReviewoftheHeatlhAct1958

Yourletterto the RACPDatedthe 271t1August2004askingfor commenton thecurrentreviewof the HealthAct1958
hasbeenpassedontotheVictorianCommitteefor theAustralasianFacultyof PublicHealthMedicineto provide
comment.Thedocumentationhasbeencirculatedto fellowsof the AFPHM(RACP)withinVictoriaandthefollowing

commentshavebeenprovided:

1. Renamingit asthe Public"HealthActwouldbea goodidea,andwouldbetterreflectthe nameandpurposeof the
newAct.PublicHealthas terminologyis betterrecognisedbythecommunitythanit was in the 1950sor 1980s.

2. Thereshouldbea rolefor theAct to addressinequalitiesinhealthandwellbeingof disadvantagedcommunities,
butthe issuesrelavantto thesedisadvanatgesaremultifactorialandinvolvemultiplesectors,egeducation,housing,
employmentetc.Somesortof legislationthatactivelysupportspublichealthpartnershipsmaybeappropriate.

3. Assistinprotectingpublichealthandpreventingdisease,illness,injury,disabilityandprematuredeath- andassist
in reducinghealthinequalitiesofdisadvantagedcommunitieswouldbeappropriateas statementsof intention.

'-
4. TheSecretaryshouldhavewiderpowersfor the Secretaryto establishdatabases,registersandothercollections
of publichealthinformationandthatthesepowersshouldallowforsecondaryusesof that informationforappropriate
andapprovedscientificresearch.EgUseof the informationto assesshealthresearchquestionsthatariseoutof the

systematiccollectionof information,iesecondaryusesof the data,for purposesthatarepublichealthrelated. Thatis
theabilityto followchronicmorbidityin thecommunityfroma publichealthperspectiveshouldbeenhancedbybroader
powersto allowdatafollowupfor researchpurposes.
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5. There is a strong case for keeping the legislative requirement for Medical Officers of Health for Councils. As the

documents says, this has worked well and dropping it in place of other 'non-legislative' options will undermine the
importance of medical input into this level of public health and councils will look for cheaper and less highly qualified
advice.

Yours Sincerely

"'-'

'--


