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21stDecember,2005

Dr RobertHall
DirectorPublicHealthandChiefHealthOfficer
Box1670N
MelbourneVIC3001

Re: HealthAct1958Review

Attention:StephenLodge
stephen.lodge@dhs.vic.gov.au

DearSir,

Thankyoufor the furtheropportunityto commenton the draftpolicypaper.Generallythe proposed
changesaredesirableandreflectourchangingstandardsof livingandcommunityexpectations.Thereare
howeverseriousconcernswiththefollowing;

1.Recommendation(7)narrowlydefininghealthbecomesa totalcontradictionof recommendation(6)-
the broaddefinitionof health.If the broaddefinitionis to be introduced,as it shouldbe, it should
applyacrosstheAct. It is andalwayshasbeenfarcicalto suggestthatsomething,whichaffectsa
personsphysical,socialor mentalwellbeingis nota healthissue.

2.Recommendation(19) (e) requiringcouncilsto provideimmunisations.Councilshavealwaysdone
this andgenerallydoneit extremelywell,howeverwith the adventof IncentiveGrantsto General
Practitionersthe percentageof infant immunisationsprovidedby Council have been eroded
dramaticallywithGeneralPractitionersactivelypursuinginfants.Therecentapprovalof a Medicare
rebatefor nurse immunisersadministeredinjectionsat medicalclinics is likely to furthererode
councilclient base.The high cost of maintaininga pool of accreditednurse immunisers(5 in
GannawarraShireCouncil)anddecliningincomesmeansthatsmallcouncilsare likelyto haveto
reviewtheircommitmentto infantimmunisations.

3.Recommendation(85) removalof annoying.This relatesback to the broaddefinitionsof health.
Whileit maynotbe reliedon,havinga broaddefinitionof nuisancemeansit is far moredifficultto
challengea nuisancechargeina courtof law.

4. Recommendation(92)removalof theabatementprovisions.As an EnvironmentalHealthOfficerwith
32 yearsexperienceI wouldhaveto say that the nuisanceprovisionsof the HealthAct are the
most useful legislationavailable.The abatementprovisionshave been used for all mannerof
things.Currentlythiscouncilhasa noticeinprogressrequiringremovalandburialofapproximately
97deadsheep.Thishasbeenableto beimplementedrapidlyfora quickresolution.

5.Recommendation(115) is totally unworkableunlessauthorisedofficershave the powerto issue
improvementor prohibitionnotices.Manynuisanceshavea degreeof urgencyandanythingwhich
slowstheprocesswill bean impedimentto effectiveenforcement.At theveryleastcouncilsshould
havepowertodelegate(similarto theexistingSection47A) to oneor moreofficers.

. KERANGOFFICE.49 Victoria Street Kerang 35"'9 . Telephone: (03) 5450 9333 . Fax: (03) 5450 3023 .
. COHUNAOFFICE.23 King Edward Street Cohuna 3568 . Telephone: (03) 5456 5222 . Fax: (03) 5456 21"'3 .

email: council@gannawarra.vic.gov.au
AddressAll CorrespondmcetotheChiefExecutiveOfficer,p.a. Box287 Kerang3579

--- ----



O,~""""""""""",,""'_"I ("00,"'0'1'1')\.'O.A."'r'_._ .._" _.. ,..., ' J .._ ._.~_.. : I.,..;:}I_;:}_I

contraventions. They are incapableof makingconsistentand legallybased decisions.These
mattersshouldbeleft iri thehandsof thecourts.

I hopethattheseissuescanbereconsidered.

If youhaveanyqueriespleasedo nothesitateto contactmeon 54509333.

Yoursfaithfully,

BruceV Pollard
ENVIRONMENTALHEALTHOFFICER

GANNAWARRA
SHIRECOUNCIL
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