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How to Pers...ade Your Council to Reduce Pesticide Use

PESTICIDE REDUCTION STRATEGIES
FOR AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITIES

(August 2004)

INTRODUCTION to HUMAN AND OTHER EFFECTS OF PESTICIDES

Pesticides are toxins affecting many human body organs (including skin) and their
functions. They cau$e disorders of immune systems, reduce cell energy output, and
cause glands to sweH and harden. Pesticides damage human brains and intellect, and
also affect nerve co~uction. Some cause brain tumours in humans only a few months
or a few years old, qr cause them to be born with no eye sockets/eyes. So called "safe
doses" are being IQwered constantly. Accumulation of many small doses below
medical test detectiQn is seen to be harmful. Many chemicals can be diagnosed by a
well-recognised "fodtprint" in humans.

Raymond Singer, Doctor of Environmental Science, discusses this in the
"Neurotoxicity Guiqebook" written in 1988 for safety professionals, physicians, risk
analysers and goveIjl11l1entregulators. (Published Van Nostrand Reinhold N.Y.) The
book was based on Ihis post-doctoral study of low dose neurotoxicity symptoms and
testing procedures. At these levels he found these people suffered neurotoxic
disabilities as follo~s:

"1. Personality dhanges.

a. lrritapility.

b. Social withdrawal.

c. Amo.tivation (disturbance of executive function).

2. Mental changes.

a. Problems with memory for recent events.

b. Con~entration difficulties.

c. Me~al slowness.

3. Sleep disturbance.

4. Chronic fatilgue.

5. Headache.

6. Sexual dysf\.mction.

7. Numbness in the hands and feet (depends on the substance).

8. Recognition that there has been a loss of mental function."

None of this inforqlation has yet reached medical doctor training in W.A.

. In 1999 Or John Whitehall, Neonate Paediatrician, Townsville
Australia, found 66% of newborn babies had five to six neurotoxic
pel5ticides in their meconium. (Meconium is the first bowel motion
formed in the womb).

4 August 2004 Page 1 of 1..
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Thib shows the babies absorbed the pesticides directly from the mother
an" via the pesticide contaminated amniotic fluid. The mother's milk
wil~ also contain pesticides because all fluids leaving the body are
vebicles to excrete toxins. Blood is not leaving the body so is a poor
indJcator of toxicity. Urine is excellent for testing toxicity but is not
tested by most Australian doctors and mis-diagnosis of pesticide
poi~oning occurs in most Australians affected by chemicals.

. AUl>tralianwild kangaroo meat showed significant contamination by
organophosphate pesticides in a 1994 Australian Market Basket
Survey. Publication ceased due to withdrawal of funding by the
Federal Government.

. Both polar ice caps are contaminated by pesticides. All animals in the
nO{thern parts of Canada, Greenland, Norway and Russia contain
sigpificant levels of pesticides.

. De~ember 2003. Earthwatch find frogs dying in all countries at
alarming rates from many types of viruses, and do not know what has
so drastically reduced their immunity. In Australia it is worse in
coastal regions where frogs normally flourish due to greatest rainfall
and insect breeding.

. Th;e word "pesticide" used throughout this information should be
untIerstood to include any chemical produced specifically to kill any
pl~nt or fungus, or any living creature, however it is applied.

-

HOW PESTICIDES TRAVEL

Pesticide spray drift is a major cause of cumulative low dose exposure causing severe
illness in humans. Warning signs do not stop spray drift. The arbitrary figure of a
radius of 500m fQr a "no spray zone" has no basis in science or experience. In an
airflow of 3kph, spray drift can enter a property 500m away in 10 minutes or less,
penetrating buildings and vehicles, destroying bushes, trees and plants haphazardly.

This is because air moves in rolling waves below the surface like the sea does. Sea
waves can and do wrap up objects and carry them more rapidly inside waves until they
meet an obstructi<)n that slows them down, eg a reef. Flotsam is deposited on both
sides of the reef.

Air carrying pesticides may drift to cause sticky residue on the windows of a building
closest to the source of the pesticides. The obstruction of the airwaves causes them to
slow down and surround the building, concentrating in the down-wind area away from
the side of the airftow direction.

No matter if it is ~hicle exhaust or pesticide, the results are the same.

Simultaneously, oontaminated air enters windows and doors on the facing side.
Buildings are not usually built to be airtight.

Variations in height and reach of pesticide drift depend on air' speed, temperature,
humidity, air speed above the height of the spray drift that may carry it further, and
ground temperature and terrain.

10kms radius of '''no spray zone" is considered a reasonable diameter distance by
doctors experienced in the field. Nevertheless, farmers can and do claim damage from
spray drift 15-20lqns away, causing holes in their crops and death to farm animals. The
holes in crops are caused by the wrapping up and dumping of pesticides by airwaves.
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