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Message from the Minister

The Government’s sustained investment in Victorian public hospitals and mental health
services will continue in 2006-07. Almost $7 billion will be provided for hospital and mental
health services this financial year, representing an increase of $473 million from 2005-06.

The Government will continue its program to rebuild and improve our hospital and mental
health facilities, with over $1 billion directed to capital projects across Victoria. Funding will

be provided for new or upgraded hospital and sub-acute facilities, including mental health.

The Royal Children’s Hospital will undergo a major redevelopment at a total cost of $847 million,
the Royal Melbourne Hospital Emergency Department will be upgraded and $47 million will

be provided for new medical equipment for hospitals.

New funding of $508 million over four years will be made available to support Hospital Futures
initiatives, which will guide the expansion and modernisation of Victoria’s hospital system over
the coming years. Investment in 2006-07 will focus on reducing waiting times for emergency and
elective surgery patients, stabilising hospital bypass and further reducing avoidable hospital use
for people with chronic and complex conditions.

Nearly $150 million over five years has been committed to expand our mental health services.
This includes $23 million in 2006-07 earmarked for the continued implementation of the
Mental Health Strategy, including improved services for homeless people and residents of
supported accommodation with mental health problems.

Access to safe, high quality health care remains a key priority of this Government. Funding
provided for 2006-07 and beyond demonstrates the Government’s continued commitment
to upgrading and expanding Victoria’s health facilities and to addressing the challenges of
growing demand for our health services.

O e

Hon Bronwyn Pike MP
Minister for Health
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