
Statewide health promotion
organisations: 
A partnerships resource for local agencies



Statewide health promotion organisations: 
A partnerships resource for local agencies

Partnership Development Section
Public Health—February 2004



Published by Partnership Development Public Health Group, Rural and Regional
Health and Aged Care Services Division
Victorian Government Department of Human Services
Melbourne Victoria Australia
February 2004

© Copyright State of Victoria, Department of Human Services, 2004. 

This publication is copyright. No part may be reproduced by any process except
in accordance with the provisions of the Copyright Act 1968.

Also published on www.dhs.vic.gov.au

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 120 Spencer Street, Melbourne.



Introduction 
Victoria has a well-established group of statewide non-government (charitable or
not-for-profit) organisations with a strong health promotion focus.  A number of
these organisations are state based affiliates of national organisations.  These
Statewide Health Promotion Organisations (SHPO’s) define their business in terms
of specific health conditions, risk factors or population groups often resulting in an
overlap in services between organisations.  Collaboration between SHPO’s and
leadership coalitions around particular issues is becoming increasingly common
and is encouraged and supported by the Department of Human Services (DHS).

The SHPO’s provide significant skills and capacities in relation to health promotion
research, program development and service delivery.  Most have an existing
record of working alongside sections of the primary health and community
support service sector and many have developed innovative models for
implementing programs in conjunction with local service delivery agencies.

This is the third edition of the Statewide Health Promotion Organisations: 
A Partnerships Resource For Local Agencies (the Resource), which is produced to
assist statewide and local agencies.  The Resource provides a list of statewide
health promotion agencies and defines the activities of each agency, detailing
current examples of project work and partnerships.  The Resource will be useful
for those working in the primary health and community services sector,
particularly where health promotion networks may be poorly developed.  The
Resource has the potential to enhance health promotion practice in these areas
by fostering new partnerships between the SHPO’s and encouraging them to
better meet local needs.

The DHS developed the Resource as part of its efforts to ensure that health
promotion is an integral part of the primary care sector.  This Resource is
specifically designed to assist service agencies and does not replace the list of
health promotion services for clients provided in the Service Directory link of the
Government’s Better Health Channel (www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au), or the Primary
Care Partnerships: Statewide Health Services Directory
(http://pcp.serviceseeker.com.au/index.html).

This third edition of the Resource is reflective of recent changes within the sector,
and includes up-to-date information from all agencies listed.  Organisations
wishing to have their details included in this Resource, or agencies wishing to
modify their details should access the DHS website
(www.dhs.vic.gov/phd/statehealthpromo/form.htm) and complete the online
application form which can be electronically submitted.  The Resource is also
available on this site for people wishing to print additional copies.

Statewide health promotion organisations: 
A partnerships resource for local agencies

Statewide Health Promotion Organisations: A Partnerships Resource for Local Agencies    1



For inclusion in the Resource organisations need to:

• Operate on a statewide basis

• Be primarily a health organisation with a significant health promotion role

• Demonstrate an understanding of health promotion, and be able to describe 
their activities in a health promoting framework

• Have a capacity to support local agencies

People without access to the Internet website can use the form included at the
back of this document, or contact the Partnership Development Section of the
Public Health Group on 9637 4216.  Additional copies of the Resource can also 
be obtained by ringing the DHS on this number.

This Resource is available on the Department of Human Services web page
(www.dhs.vic.gov.au/phd/statehealthpromo/).
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Agency name:

Address:

Phone: Fax:

Email:

Website:

Name of health promotion contact:

Phone:

Email:

Your organisation’s Mission:

Please describe the role of you organisation:

Updates / Additions
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Please indicate (✓ ) the specific health promotion expertise and skills that are
available within your organisation:

Education and training Skills development

Information provision Advocacy

Political lobbying Regulatory review

Community action Addressing access and equity issues

Environmental action Screening / risk assessment

Counselling / support Organisational development

Resource development Working with minority groups

Working with specific sectors Social marketing / mass media

Research and development other (specify)

We are interested in collaborative activities your agency has been involved with 
in the primary health and community sector. Please list examples:
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