[NAME OF SCHOOL]
Parent-managed head lice program (example)

INVITATION TO PARENTS

Head lice is often associated with school children, thus frequently considered a school issue.  However head lice do not differentiate between schools, homes, business, hygiene or socio-economic status.  It is a health concern that effects the whole community, thus there needs to be a community approach to its’ management. The basis of the ‘Parent-managed head lice program’ is a community approach.

The ‘Parent-managed head lice program’ is a concept that has been utilised extensively in Queensland, and piloted in a number of schools within Victoria.  The program aims to involve all members of the local community, rather than relying on a single service provider. This includes parents, the school, local council, local business and the Department of Human Services.

The parents are able to provide regular screenings of children at school and support other parents with their management and treatment.  The school provides support for the program by ensuring guidelines and policies are in place to promote best management. The local council, where applicable, can provide individual management strategies with specific families, or check those children whose parents have not consented to be checked by the volunteer parents. The Department of Human Services, through the School Nursing Program, can provide the latest information, and education on the process and technique of screening for head lice.  Finally local businesses can be involved through donating supplies for screening and prizes for awareness competitions.

The principal, parents and school council at [Insert name of school] have decided to undertake this program to help support parents and decrease the incidence of head lice within the school.  The program goals include:

· Reduce the frustration and misinformation associated with head lice.

· Decrease the concerns regarding head lice within the school community

· Protect families from misusing potentially harmful insecticide treatments.

· Promoting regular home based screening using a conditioner and comb method.

The program involves parents donating some time to help screen children for head lice.  This can vary from weekly (when high incidences of infection are present) to twice a term (when incidences are low). The greater number of parents involved, the smaller number of contributions required.  Also, the greater number of parents screening at any one time, decreases the time taken to screen all consented children.

For children to be checked by volunteer parents, a consent form must be signed and returned to the school.  Volunteer parents must also sign a Confidentiality Agreement with the school to ensure privacy is maintained for the child and their families.
If you wish to be a part of this innovative program, please contact [eg. President of Parents Club, phone number] or the school office.  We look forward to your involvement in helping manage this community health issue.

[Principal of School or President of Parents Club]
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