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Consultation process
In developing the draft Sections 2 Concepts and Derived Element Definitions and 3 Data Definitions, consultation within the Department, with an external reference group, and with a number of external parties has taken place.  The documents are now available for public review and feedback.  

Intended audience

The intended audience for the documents includes:

· Collection stakeholders within the Department

· Health Service CEOs  

· Health Information Managers

· Data submission officers

· Software suppliers

Notification of the availability of the documents has been provided via email, the HDSS Bulletin and letters advising health service Chief Executive Officers.

Expectations of stakeholders
It is anticipated that all parties with a stake in the VAED, VEMD and/or ESIS collections review these documents and provide any necessary feedback.  Feedback and comments are important to ensure the specifications for the collection are implementable in all services and provide the data required by data users.
Feedback may be provided on the following aspects of the documents:

· Presentation: Ease of use of the documents.  Is there anything that would make them more usable or the content easier to understand?

· Content: Is the information clear and unambiguous? Are the data elements and Value Domains appropriate to provide the required information for internal and external use? 

· Implementability:  Do you foresee any problems implementing the specifications in your service? If so, are there any suggestions you can put forward to overcome the issue?

· Possible consequences: Do you foresee any consequences of implementing the VHI MDS that we should be aware of? 

Feedback mechanisms
Feedback must be provided in writing on the attached form by Friday 13 November 2009. 
Questions or requests for clarification should be directed to Jenny Croft: jenny.croft@dhs.vic.gov.au or 9096 8022.
The next stage
As a result of feedback received, further consultations or clarification will be undertaken if required.

Feedback and comments will be considered for incorporation into the final Sections 2 and 3.

Sections 2 and 3 will be submitted to the HealthCollect and VHIRS Redevelopment Project Technical Reference Group and the Project Board for endorsement. The documents will then be released as ‘final’ and will be subject to Data Management Advisory Committee (DMAC) approval.

The final specification

Sections 4 Business Rules, 5 Transmission Specifications and 8 Editing will be released by 31 December 2009. Together with final versions of Sections 2 and 3, these documents will form the specification for the VHI MDS.

Section 6 Request Reports will be released by 30 June 2010.

Scheduled implementation

Implementation of the VHI MDS is scheduled for 1 July 2011, although it may be piloted prior to that date, and a period of parallel processing will be required.
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