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	Incorporating: Health, Mental Health and Senior Victorians
	50 Lonsdale St

GPO Box 4541
Melbourne Victoria 3001

DX 210311
www.health.vic.gov.au
Telephone: 1300 253 942
Facsimile:  1300 253 964



	Our Ref:     ADF/09/12955

	Your Ref:   


Chief Executive Officer

Dear 

This is to advise you of the release of draft documents specifying the concept and data element definitions for the new Victorian Health Integrated Minimum Data Set (VHI MDS). This collection will ultimately replace the existing Victorian Admitted Episodes Dataset (VAED), Victorian Emergency Minimum Dataset (VEMD), and the Elective Surgery Integrated System (ESIS) with a scheduled implementation date of 1 July 2011. 

The aim of the VHI MDS is to reduce the duplication of data, rationalise the data elements and codesets for the VAED, VEMD and ESIS into a common structure, and particularly in the case of VAED, to bring the technology used for the collections up to date. The project aims to improve the mechanisms for submission of data and to improve both the amount and access of the information available to services.

The draft documents are now available for comment, and advice has been provided to services and stakeholders via the HDSS Bulletin mailing list.  The documents, including an overview and information relating to the feedback process, are available on our website:

www.health.vic.gov.au/hdss/data-reform/index.htm



Yours sincerely

Tim Barta
Acting Director

Funding, Health and Information Policy Branch
Metropolitan Health and Aged Care Services
Department of Health
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