
Drugs in a Multicultural Community—An Assessment of Involvement vii 

Appendices 349 
Appendix 1: Persons Aged 15 to 24 Years, by Birthplace, by Proficiency in 

English, by Labour Force, 1996 Census, Victoria 349 
Appendix 2: Non-Main English Speaking Countries, by Labour Force Status, in 

Select Local Government Areas, Melbourne, Aged 15 to 24 Years 357 
Appendix 3 Specialist Alcohol and Drug Services—Victoria—Delivery 363 
Appendix 4: Stress Factors and Issues that Impact on Illicit Drug Use/Misuse 

among Three Different Ethnic Groups 365 
References 369 

Health and Social Impact 369 
Bibliography 382 

Health 382 
Criminology 383 
The Media’s Influence on Illicit Drug Issues 395 

Tables 

Table 1 Number of articles appearing in The Age and the Herald Sun newspapers which contain combination key 
words, over four years 147 

Table 2 Summary of Databases and their Ethnicity Variables 167 
Table 3 Clients’ episodes of care by LGA 180 
Table 4 Clients’ episodes of care by age 182 
Table 5 Clients’ episodes of care by sex 183 
Table 6 Clients’ episodes of care by marital status 184 
Table 7 Clients’ episodes of care by services type 186 
Table 8 Clients’ episodes of care by source of referral 188 
Table 9 Clients’ episodes of care by language interpreted 189 
Table 10 Clients’ episodes of care by employment status 191 
Table 11 Clients’ episodes of care by living status 193 
Table 12 Clients’ episodes of care by accommodation 194 
Table 13 Clients’ episodes of care by legal status 196 
Table 14 Clients’ episodes of care by period of drug use 198 
Table 15 Clients’ episodes of care are by drug use status 199 
Table 16 Clients’ episodes of care by injecting drug use 200 
Table 17 Clients’ episodes of care by previous alcohol and drug treatment 202 
Table 18 Clients’ episodes of care by concurrent methadone program 203 
Table 19 Illicit drug use by COB—MESB and NESB 225 
Table 20 Illicit drug use by language spoken 226 



viii Drugs in a Multicultural Community—An Assessment of Involvement 

Table 21 Heroin − consumer and provider arrests, by jurisdiction and per 100,000 population, 1997–98 229 
Table 22 Cannabis offences by jurisdiction, per 100,000 population, 1997–98 229 
Table 23 Number and proportion of offenders aged 15–49 years arrested in Victoria for trafficking heroin, by year 

and country of birth 230 
Table 24 All drug offences by country of birth of alleged offenders of all ages in Victoria, 1997–98 231 
Table 25 Number of alleged traffic heroin offenders in Victoria, by age, by selected countries of birth, per 100,000 

ethnic population 1997–98 232 
Table 26 Total number and percentage of clients supervised by Juvenile Justice Service 1997–98, by ethnicity 234 
Table 27 Drug offences of Juvenile Justice clients by ethnicity, 1997–98 235 
Table 28 Drug offence by type of concurrent offence, Juvenile Justice clients 1997–98 236 
Table 29 Juvenile Justice clients with drug and violence offences, by ethnicity 1997–98 236 
Table 30 Juvenile Justice clients with drug and property offences, by ethnicity 1997–98 237 
Table 31 Prisoners in custody, per 100,000 adult population, as at September 1998, by State or Territory 238 
Table 32 Number of prisoners in Victoria and proportion whose most serious offence was a drug offence, by year 239 
Table 33 Sentenced Victorian prisoners whose most serious offence was a drug offence, by type of drug offence, 

sex and year of incarceration 239 
Table 34 Ethnic background of Victorian prisoners by sex and year, 1995–98 240 
Table 35 Number of male prisoners in Victoria, born in Vietnam and proportion of all prisoners, by year 240 
Table 36 Age distribution of prisoners by ethnicity, whose current episode most serious offence is a drug offence, 

1997–98 244 
Table 37 Offenders on community-based orders for drug offences, by country of birth 1997–98 247 
Table 38 Stress Factors and Issues that Impact on Illicit Drug Use/Misuse among Three Different Ethnic Groups 365 

Figures 

Figure 1 Individual methadone permit forms by ethnic groups, Victoria, 12 February 1998 to 12 February 1999 207 
Figure 2 Individual methadone permit forms by ethnicity, by country of birth, Methadone Registry, Victoria, 12 

February 1998 to 12 February 1999 208 
Figure 3 Prisoners’ current episode most serious offence by COB, 1997-98 241 
Figure 4 Prisoners’ current episode most serious offence by COB, rate per 100,000 ethnic population 242 
Figure 5 Prisoners’ country of birth/most serious drug offence  1997-98 243 
Figure 6 Prisoners' illicit drug use by COB, 1997-98 245 
Figure 7 Offences of offenders on community-based dispositions by COB, 1997-98 249 
Figure 8 Unemployment and not in labour force rates for persons aged 15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria 251 
Figure 9 Unemployment and not in labour force rates for persons aged 25 to 64 years, 1996 Census, Victoria 253 
Figure 10 People aged 15-24 years who arrived in Australia between 1991–1996: Proficiency in English by 

Birthplace, 1996 Census, Victoria 254 



Drugs in a Multicultural Community—An Assessment of Involvement ix 

Figure 11 People aged 25–64 years who arrived in Australia between 1991 to 1996: Proficiency in English by 
birthplace 255 

Figure 12 Persons aged 15 to 24, by birthplace, by proficiency in English, by labour force, 1996 Census, Victoria 258 
Figure 13 Persons aged 15 to 24, by birthplace, by proficiency in English, by labour force status, 1996 Census, 

Victoria 259 
Figure 14 Persons aged 15 to 24, by birthplace, by proficiency in English, by labour force status, 1996 Census, 

Victoria 260 
Figure 15 Total main English speaking country groups, by labour force status, in select local government areas, 

Melbourne, ages 15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria 261 
Figure 16 Total non-main English speaking groups, by labour force status, in select local government areas, 

Melbourne, ages 15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria 262 
Figure 17 Main ethnic group by birthplace, by labour force status, in select local government areas, Melbourne, ages 

15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria 263 
Figure 18 Main ethnic group by birthplace, by labour force, in select local government areas, Melbourne, ages 15 to 

24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria 264 
Figure 19 Main ethnic group by birthplace, by labour force status, in select local government areas, Melbourne, ages 

15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria 265 
Figure 20 Persons aged 15 to 24 years, by birthplace, by proficiency in English, by labour force, 1996 Census, 

Victoria—Greece 349 
Figure 21 Persons aged 15 to 24 years, by birthplace, by proficiency in English, by labour force, 1996 Census, 

Victoria—Italy 349 
Figure 22 Persons aged 15 to 24 years, by proficiency in English, by labour force status, 1996 Census, Victoria—

Laos 350 
Figure 23 Persons aged 15 to 24 years, by birthplace, by proficiency in English, by labour force status, 1996 Census, 

Victoria—Iraq 350 
Figure 24 Persons aged 15 to 24 years, by proficiency in English, by labour force status, 1996 Census, Victoria—

Indonesia 351 
Figure 25 Persons aged 15 to 24 years, by proficiency in English, by labour force status, 1996 Census, Victoria—

Lebanon 351 
Figure 26 Persons aged 15 to 24 years, by proficiency in English, by labour force status, 1996 Census, Victoria—

Romania 352 
Figure 27 Persons aged 15 to 24 years, by proficiency in English, by labour force status, 1996 Census, Victoria—

Somalia 352 
Figure 28 Persons aged 15 to 24 years, by birthplace, by proficiency in English, by labour force status, 1996 Census, 

Victoria—Russian Federation 353 
Figure 29 Persons aged 15 to 24 years, by birthplace, by proficiency in English, by labour force status, 1996 Census, 

Victoria—Afghanistan 353 
Figure 30 Persons aged 15 to 24 years, by birthplace, by proficiency in English, by labour force status, 1996 Census, 

Victoria—Bosnia-Herzegovina 354 
Figure 31 Persons aged 15 to 24 years, by birthplace, by proficiency in English, by labour force status, 1996 Census, 

Victoria—Cambodia 354 
Figure 32 Persons aged 15 to 24 years, by birthplace, by proficiency in English, by labour force status, 1996 Census, 

Victoria—China (excluding Taiwan Province) 355 



x Drugs in a Multicultural Community—An Assessment of Involvement 

Figure 33 Main ethnic group by birthplace, by labour force status, in select Local Government Areas, Melbourne, 
ages 15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria—Afghanistan 357 

Figure 34 Main ethnic group by birthplace, by labour force status, in select Local Government Areas, Melbourne, 
ages 15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria—Iraq 357 

Figure 35 Main ethnic group by birthplace, by labour force status, in select Local Government Areas, Melbourne, 
ages 15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria—Somalia 358 

Figure 36 Main ethnic group by birthplace, by labour force status, in select Local Government Areas, Melbourne, 
ages 15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria—Italy 358 

Figure 37 Main ethnic group by birthplace, by labour force status, in select Local Government Areas, Melbourne, 
ages 15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria—Laos 359 

Figure 38 Main ethnic group by birthplace, by labour force status, in select Local Government Areas, Melbourne, 
ages 15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria—Bosnia-Herzegovina 359 

Figure 39 Main ethnic group by labour force, in select Local Government Areas, Melbourne, ages 15 to 24 years, 
1996 Census, Victoria—Cambodia 360 

Figure 40 Main ethnic group by labour force status, in select Local Government Areas, Melbourne, ages 15 to 24 
years, 1996 Census, Victoria—China (excluding Taiwan Province) 360 

Figure 41 Main ethnic group by birthplace, by labour force status, in select Local Government Areas, Melbourne, 
ages 15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria—Greece 361 

Figure 42 Main ethnic group by birthplace, by labour force status, in select Local Government Areas, Melbourne, 
ages 15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria—Russian Federation 361 

Figure 43 Main ethnic group by birthplace, by labour force status, in select Local Government Areas, Melbourne, 
ages 15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria—Romania 362 

Figure 44 Main ethnic group by birthplace, by labour force status, in select Local Government Areas, Melbourne, 
ages 15 to 24 years, 1996 Census, Victoria—Turkey 362 

Figure 45 Victoria's Specialist Alcohol and Drug Services—The Framework for Service Delivery 363 
 

 


	Acknowledgments
	Contents
	Tables
	Figures
	Executive Summary
	Recommendations
	Literature—Health and Social Impact
	Ethnic Groups Selected on the Basis of Adequate Available Literature
	Literature—Criminal Justice
	The Media and Its Coverage of Illicit Drug Issues
	Databases
	Summary of Health and Drug Treatment-Related Databases
	Databases
	The Key Informant Interview Phase: Health, Welfare and Drug Treatment Services
	The Key Informant Interview Phase: Criminal Justice
	Appendices
	References
	Bibliography



