
The Western Health policy on blood product administration is: 

• The risks and benefits of the administration/ transfusion of the blood product(s) must be 
explained to the patient or the person legally responsible for the patient prior to  
administration/commencement and the clinician obtaining consent must sign the clinician 
declaration on the Blood Prescription form. 

• The risks and benefits of the administration/transfusion of blood products must be  discussed 
with the patient when applicable during consultations  at Pre Admission Clinic and consent 
obtained at this time. The Clinician obtaining consent must sign the declaration on the Blood 
Prescription form. 

• The clinician ordering the blood product may not be the clinician obtaining consent for 
administration/ transfusion of the blood product 

• Consent for the administration/transfusion of blood products must be obtained for each 
transfusion episode 

• If a patient or person legally responsible for the patient refuses administration/transfusion of 
blood products  a refusal of treatment form MUST be completed 

• Under no circumstances can administration/transfusion of blood products proceed if a 
refusal of treatment form has been completed 

• If emergency treatment is required and consent cannot be obtained for administration / 
transfusion of blood products this must be indicated on the Blood Prescription form.  

• If more than five (5) Units / products are required in any one transfusion episode then 
additional Blood Prescription form(s) must be completed to record these orders.  

• Patients receiving blood / blood products via infusion must only be managed by Division 1 
RNs/Midwives who have successfully completed the “Storage, Collection and Administration 
of Blood Products” learning package 

• Immediately prior to the transfusion of each unit, two Division 1 Registered Nurses/Midwives 
or a Division 1 Nurse/Midwife and a Medical Officer MUST CONFIRM at the patient’s 
bedside that  all details for the patient and the blood product correspond. 

• Both staff members checking the product must sign the Blood Product Issue Form after 
checking each unit or blood component. The time of commencement and completion of 
transfusion of each unit must be recorded on the blood product issue form, the Blood 
Prescription form and the frequent observation chart. 

• The transfusion MUST NOT COMMENCE if any discrepancies are noted. Clarification must 
be sought by contacting the Hospital Transfusion Laboratory Scientist. 

• All blood products must be administered through a giving set with a 170 – 260 µm in-line 
filter 

• Routine ( non-urgent) administration/transfusion of blood products should not occur 
overnight  
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