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OVPV 2008-11 Round 1 Summary of process  

In April 2008, public health services were invited to submit applications for year one funding of 

the Occupational Violence Prevention Fund to address the highest priority occupational violence 
risks in their organisations.   The Fund guidelines (including eligibility and funding criteria) and 
the WorkSafe compliance tool for occupational violence in health services were provided to 

health services. Public health services demonstrated considerable interest in the Fund and 74 
applications were submitted from 49 public health services.   

An internal panel reviewed and rated the submissions against the predetermined and published 
criteria. In round one, a total of $1,177,500.00 has been made available to public health 

services to undertake remediation of high priority occupational violence risks, $657,100 for 
metropolitan organisations and $520,400 for rural services (Refer Table 1).  Thirty-nine public 
health services have been successful in the year 1 (2008) round and will be undertaking a total 
of 51 remediation projects, many of these across multiple sites/campus.  

The majority of 2008 projects/initiatives are minor modifications/enhancements in high risk 
areas in accordance with the risk assessments undertaken by health services using the 
WorkSafe assessment tool. The works include improvements to emergency department 

security systems, duress systems (mobile and static), safe environments for managing 
behaviours of concern, alarm systems for community mental health teams, audits, 
improvements to reception areas to improve safety and observation and police health service 
partnership committees to better manage occupational violence. (Refer to Tables 2 and 3) 

Occupational Violence Prevention Fund 2008-2011 Round 1 Funding Outcomes  

   
OVPF 2008-2011 Fund Stream 

Round 1 2008  
Metropolitan Health 

Services  
Rural/Regional  Health 

Services  
Grand Total 

 Remediation - ED    $      99,000.00   $     144,400.00   $   243,400.00  

 Remediation - General    $    558,100.00   $     186,000.00   $   744,100.00  

 Remediation - Small Project grant    $                  -    $     190,000.00   $   190,000.00  

 Innovation/Best Practice    $                  -    $                  -    $                -   

 Grand Total   $    657,100.00   $    520,400.00   $1,177,500.00  

    

  
Table 1: OVPF 2008-2011 Round 1 funds dispersed by fund stream 

 
 

 
1 Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) has been defined as systematic processes of creating features within 

built environments that influence social behaviour in a positive way. 

 
Table 2: OVPF 2008-2011 Round 1 projects/initiatives by type and area of health services 
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The following initiatives have been funded in Round 1: 
 

 
Table 3: OVPF 2008-2011 Round 1 Initiatives/projects funded by health service 

 

The remediation works funded in Round 1 will provide immediate improvements and address 

the high priority occupational violence risks identified by health services. Measures such as 
engineering controls are higher order controls outlined in the occupational health and safety 
‘hierarchy of control’ approach and ensure that health workers and members of the public are 
given the highest level of protection against risks to their health and safety as is reasonably 

practicable in the circumstances. It is likely that subsequent OVPF rounds will include initiatives 
that target lower order controls to address issues that are of moderate risk (rather than high 
risks) as well as some innovation and best practice projects. 
 

OVPF Round 2 opens in September 2008.  


