
Are you switched on?

Perinatal Data Collection



Information session

Anne-Maree Szauer

Manager, Clinical Councils Unit



Agenda

Welcome 10.30 Anne-Maree Szauer, 
Manager, Clinical 
Councils Unit

Presentation 10.35 am – 11.15 am Victorian Perinatal 
Data Collection Unit

Presentation 11.15 am – 11.45 am Andrew Brown

Lunch 12.00 pm – 12.30 pm

Implementation issues 12.30 pm – 1.25 pm Group activity

Midwife education 
session

12.30 pm – 1.25pm Diana Stubbs

Close 1.30 pm
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• Review of data elements on PMS form, since 2006

• Electronic capture of data by health service providers

• Electronic storage of data by VPDCU, the current Perinatal    
Morbidity Statistics System (PMSS), unable to accept the  
ETOD.

How did we get here?

Victorian Perinatal Data Collection Unit (VPDCU) is authorised 
to collect information on every birth in Victoria over 20 weeks 
gestation or more than 400gms birth weight.



How did we get here?

Perinatal morbidity 
statistics (PMS) form

Electronic transfer of    
data (ETOD)



How we work



Role of the HIM within the hospital

• Ensure all Form As and Form Bs are sent to VPDCU. This may involve 
liaison with the midwifery wards

• Queries – answering them or re-directing them to the appropriate people
• Transfers to tertiary or level 2 hospitals – request for further information 

will be sought if a mother or baby is transferred for further care at these 
facilities 

• Implement checking procedures to ensure that forms are complete and 
legible before being sent to VPDCU (manual hospitals)

• Ordering perinatal forms (manual hospitals)
• Sending in TOP forms for birth defects which are less than 20 weeks 

gestation
• Participating in research or quality activities
• Answering ad hoc questions regarding information on the form that may 

require investigation into the medical record



A revised perinatal data collection will be 
implemented as of 1 January 2009.



Revised perinatal 
data statistics 
form



New data items

• What are the new data items?

• Why are we collecting them?

• How will they be used?



Aboriginal Status
Bree Heffernan

Indigenous Status (Baby)
Indigenous Status (Mother)



Revised User Guide 

Victorian Perinatal Data Collection  
 

 
 

 
 

User Manual 

Manual for checking and submitting the Victorian Birth Report 

 

Department of Human Services 

15/10/2008 

 



Support 

Site visits: Liaison midwife visits

Web site: online resource and support 

Newsletter:  Perinatal News, regular updates, items

Fact sheets: resource for sites during implementation

1300 number: Direct contact with PDCU team  

Check your mouse-mat for further details!



Important dates 

- HIMS  
- IT Staff  
- Clinicians 

19th November 
Regional sites – Hamilton, Bendigo & Sale



Trial period

Six pilot hospitals are needed to trial the ETOD. 

• written to all health service CEO’s
• confirmation of participation 
• transmission process to be tested by April



Any questions

?



Perinatal data acquisition project

Andrew Brown
Manager Health Data Standards And Systems



Any questions

?



Implementation issues 

• Break into groups

• 10minutes on each

• Anticipated issues at your own site with:

• the implementation of the revised data collection

• the implementation of data transfer

• What can you do at your own site to overcome these issues?

• What can the VPDCU do to assist you in overcoming these     

issues?

• Prioritise the issues and solutions – top 2



Any questions

?



Are you switched on?
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