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Large local reactions 

Sometimes a booster dose of diphtheria, tetanus and

pertussis vaccine can cause a very large local 

reaction

of redness and swelling in the limb. This reaction 

should

be reported to your immunisation provider and may

require a visit to the doctor.

If reactions are severe: 
Reactions such as convulsions, pallor, limpness and 

unresponsiveness rarely occur. 

Severe allergic reaction (anaphylaxis) occurs 

suddenly, usually within 15 minutes but can occur 

within hours of vaccine administration. Early signs 

of anaphylaxis include redness and/or itching of 

the skin, breathing problems, sense of distress and 

diarrhoea and/or vomiting. 

If you have left the immunisation centre and are 

worried about a severe allergic reaction, attend 

your doctor or hospital immediately should these 

symptoms occur.

For further information contact:

• Your doctor 

• Your local council immunisation service 

Wait 15 minutes—It is important to remain at 

the clinic after immunisation. 

Check arrangements with your clinic. 

Common reactions: 

The common reactions to immunisation are usually mild, 

occur soon after immunisation and are short-lasting (see 

over page). Treatment is usually not required. 

• Fainting occurs mainly in adolescents and adults. 

• A mild temperature can occur with all vaccines.

• Any injection may result in soreness, redness, 
itching, swelling or burning at an injection site for 
one to two days. 

• Sometimes a small hard lump may persist for some 
weeks or months.

What to do should common reactions occur: 

• A cold, wet cloth placed on the injection site 

• Give extra fluids to drink 

• Do not overdress if hot 

• Paracetamol might be required to ease discomfort 
and/or high fever (check label for correct use) 



Common reactions to vaccines:
Vaccines given today ____/____/20____ indicated below by tick in boxes

RA    LA

RL     LL

Right Arm Left Arm

Right Leg Left Leg

Rotavirus Pneumococcal Diphtheria/tetanus/pertussis/
polio/hepatitis B/Hib  
(Haemophilus influenzae type b)

Hib (Haemophilus influenzae 

type b)/hepatitis B

• Mild temperature
• Up to 13% of babies will 

shed the rotavirus in their 
faeces with the first dose 
of RotaTeq

• Vomiting & diarrhoea 
can occur up to 7 days 
following vaccination

• Mild temperature 
•  Pain at the injection 

site

• Mild temperature 
•  Irritable, crying, generally    

unsettled
• Drowsiness or tiredness

• Mild temperature 
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Diphtheria/tetanus Influenza Polio Key—site of injection 

Hib (Haemophilus  

influenzae type b)

MMR (measles/mumps/rubella) Chickenpox
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RL     LLBy mouth

• Mild temperature
• Irritable, crying, generally 

unsettled
• Drowsiness or tiredness

• Pain at the injection site

Diphtheria/tetanus/ 

pertussis/polio

• Mild temperature

• Mild temperature 
• Drowsiness or tiredness
• Muscle aches

• Mild temperature

• Mild temperature
• Crying, irritability,   

generally unhappy
• Loss of appetite 
• Headache (usually in   

adolescents/adults)

Meningococcal C 

RA    LA

• Mild temperature
• Muscle aches

• Mild temperature
• Pain at the injection site
•  Mild headache
• Mild nausea

Human papillomavirus

The following may occur 5 to 12 
days after immunisation and last 
2 or 3 days:
• High fever over 39˚C
• Faint red rash (not infectious)
• Head cold and/or runny nose, 

cough and/or puffy eyes 
• Drowsiness or tiredness
• Swelling of salivary glands

• Mild temperature
• Pain at the injection site

Diphtheria/tetanus/ 

pertussis 

• High fever over 39˚C
• Mild chickenpox-like rash  

(2 to 5 spots) may develop 5   
to 26 days after immunisation,   
usually at injection site, 
occasionally other parts of the 
body in up to 5% of children

• A mild dose of chickenpox may   
occur after vaccination, as the   
vaccine is not fully effective in   
every person

Hepatitis B
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